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INTRODUCTION. 


Ths  horrid  tragedy  which  forms  thi  wbject  of  the  pr^ 
mmot  volume,  will  h%  rendered  more  iatelligible  by  the 
biofraphieti  sketches  of  the  vlctimt  and  his  aMMiiii» 
with  whieh  wo  pr^flce  the  narrative.  Tho  eharactera 
will  thus  aooompany  the  reaicter  in  *^  Us  mind's  eye" 
tbrotti^oiit  the  tale,  and  yarioas  remarks  and  aliufliona# 
wUoh  would  otherwise  be  unintelligible  to  the  virtuens 
and  peaceable  portions  of  societyi  will  be  bi^ught  to 
bear  upon,  and  strongly  lUastrate  the  feelings  and  mo* 
tives  by  which  the  respective  parties  were  actuated. 

The  murder  of  William  Weare  will  hereafter  stand 
upon  record  as  one  of  the  distinguishing  features  of  the 
present  ®ra ;  as  a  g^eat  and  painful  effort  by  which 
society  has  relieved  itself  of  a  huge  load  of  vice  and  * 
crime.  Awful  and  appalling  as  are  the  means  by  which 
'<  a  consummation  so  devoutly  to  be  wished*'  has  been 
achieved,  one  source  of  melancholy  consolation  remains. 
Amidst  the  vast  mass  of  vice  and  crime  with  which 
London  abounds,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  four  men, 
moving  and  acting  together,  whose  removal  from  the 
world  could  confer  so  much  benefit  on  mankind,  as  the 
individuals  whose  crimes  have  in  this  case  drawn  down 
the  wrath  of  Heaven  on  their  guilty  heads.  We,  of 
course  assume,  that  the  two  miscreants  who  still  sur- 
vive the  act  of  their  accomplice,  and  the  consummaiion 
of  the  law,  are,  by  the  characters  which  with  their  c^n 
hands  they  have  written  in  letters  of  fire  upon  limt 
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brazen  foreheads,  expelled  for  the  remainder  of  their 
wretched  existence  from  all  contact  with  their  fellow- 
men. 

The  murder  of  Weare  has  doubtlessly  resulted  from  an 
adhesion  to  the  principles. engendered  in  that  school  of 
fraud  and  flashy  to  which  not  only  the  victim  but  his 
murderers  also  were  attached.  Weare,  ThurtelU  Huntt 
and  Probert^  were  all  sporting  blades,  ultra  Jlash  men^ 
and  gamblers — ^preying  alike  upon  each  other,  and 
upon  society  in  general. 

^  These  observations  are  necessary  to  elucidate  the 
contents  of  the  following  sheets-*-inore  would  be  an 
anticipation  of  the  sentiments  and  opinions  which  ai<ie 
uniformly  given  with  the  facts  and  features  of  the  cask 
to  which  they  apply.  We,  therefore,  proceed  at  once  to 
the  biographical  sketches  of  Weare  and  his  associates. 

r 

WILLIAM  WEARE 

Was  a  man  of  low  birth  and  connexions — of  very  slender 
education,  •  and  of  mercenary  habits.  Not  many  years 
ago  he  filled  the  ofSce  of  waiter  at  a  tavern,  from  whence 
.  he  was  transplanted  in  the  same  character  to  a  gaming- 
house, where  by  assiduity  and  enterprise  he  got  forward 
as  an  official,  and  ultimately  as  an  independent  player. 
Having  launched  forth  as  a  regular  and  professed  black- 
leg, he  directed  his  chief  attention  to  billiards,  and  was 
also  a  common  attendant  at  races,  and  on  other  sporting 
occasions,  with  an  E.  O.  table,  of  which  he  was  pro- 
prietor. 

He  by  no  means,  however,  confined  himself  to  this 
description  of  sjambling,  but  was  a  regular  and  well- 
known  frequenter  of  the  London  Hells-^in  some  of 
which  it  would  appear  he  made  John  Thurtell  his  dupe, 
and  thus  excited  the  vengeance  of  the  disappointed 
gumblel*,  which  was  only  to  be  allayed  in  the  blood  of 
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^Weare^  wfao  had  fleeced  him  in  the  exercise  of  his  nefa- 
rioua  oalliiig. 

In  his  play  Weare  was  a  notorious  sharper ;  among  his 
gambling  Rssoeiates  he  was  pronounced  to  be  a  dead  nail ! 
**  Ready  at  all  times^"  says  a  sporting  writer,  '^  to  pick 
up  9^  flat ;  either  to  nibble  for  b,  sprat 9  or  to  tackle  a 
heavy  Jack.  No  spider  darted  with  more  eagerness  on 
a  poor  fly,  than  did  Weare  pounce  upon  the  unwary. 
With  plenty  of  money  always  about  him,  he  was  never 
unprepared ;  and  it  would  have  broken  his  heart  to  have 
let  a  chance  go  by ^  him.  He  was  well-dressed  at  all 
times ;  particularly  neat  and  dean  in  his  person,  and 
rather  gentlemanly  in  his  manners*''  He  had,  however, 
nuieb  of  the  cunning  look  of  a  Jew  in  his  countenance, 
and  there  was  a  peculiar  hardness  in  his  physiognomy. 
His  ^heek-bones  stood  out  so  much,  and  his  chin  was 
so  small  and  pointed,  that  his  face  below  the  eyes  was 
precisely  triangular-shaped.  -He  was  diminutive  in  sta- 
ture, but  his  persen  was  well-knit,  active,  and  enured  to 
fatigue. 

Next  to  his  love  of  gaming,  was  his  fondness  for 
sporting,  and  the  only  charm  that  could  win  his  mer« 
cenary  soul  from  the  gamingtable  was  the  expectation 
of  a  few  days'  shooting.  Thurtell  well  knew  of  this 
fondness  of  Weare  for  the  sports  of  the  fiekl,  and  as 
it  will  be  seen  in  the  course  of  the  succeeding  narrative, 
made*  it  the  lure  by  which  he  entrapped  his  devoted 
victim. 

Weare  resided  in  chambers  in  Lyon's  Inn,  where  he 
used  to  keep  some  fine  sporting  dogs.  He  was  fre* 
quently  to  be  seen  airing  and  exercising  his  dogs  about 
the  Inn. 

So  great  a  dotard  of  his  money,  and  so  narrow-mind^, 

was  Weare,  that  he  would  not  intrust  his  cash  in  the 

hands  of  a  banker,  but  kept  it  in  his  own  posse^on,  awl- 

always  carried  a  large  sum  about  bis  person,  in  ai)  old 
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pocket-book,  between  hEs  flannel  shirt  and  his  akin.  At 
one  time.  It  Is  said,  his  solicitor  succeeded  in  peraiiadlng 
bim  to  opeA  an  aocoant  at  tlie  banking  house  of  Morland 
and  Cb.  where  he  lodged  five  hundred  pounds,  but  verf 
soon  drew  it  out,  and  continued  his  old  plan. 

At  the  period  of  his  assassination  he  was  paying  his 
.luldresBes  to  a  young  lady  at  Bayswateri  who  was  re- 
puted to  hare  an  income  of  three  hundred  a  year. 

JOHN  THURTELL 

Was  the  son  of  a  highly  respectable  and  opulent  mer- 
chant of  Norwich :  a  man  no  less  distinguished  for  the 
cionsfant  exercise  of  erery  Tirtue,  than  for  the  high  and 
important  office  to  which  he  had  been  elevated  t>y  his 
fMlow  citizens.  At  the  time  of  the  disgraceful  death  of 
his  lost  and  wtetched  son,  the  father  was  one  of  the 
aldermen  of  the  anciebt  and  important  city  of  Noawicn  ! 

Early  In  life  John  ThurteH  obtained,  through  the  in- 
fluence  of  his  respected  father,  ft  contmtssioB  in  the 
Royal  Marines,  in  which  service  he  continued  till  tlie 
peace,  when  he  was,  among  a  multitude  of  other  youngs 
men,  thrown  back  upon  the  world,  and  returned  to  the 
more  tranquil  pursuits  of  commerce.  He  was  esta- 
blished as  a  Bombazin  Merchant  at  Norwich,  but  hi 
the  course  of  business  had  occasion  to  make  frequent 
visits  to  London,  and  thus  became  acquainted  with 
what  is  called  the  Sportitig  World — a  connexion  that 
ultimately  led  him  oh  to  his  destruction. 

He  first  made  hts  appearance  in  this  conneiion  about 
the  years  1818  and  1819,  and  l>eihg  known  as  the  son 
of  Alderman  Thurtell,  of  Norwich,  a  man  of  respect- 
ability, of  property,  and  of  influence,  soon  acquired  a 
certain  ascendency  among  the  loose  and  adventurous 
characters  who  comprise  the  greater  portion  of  the 
sporting  fraternity. 

Tburteli's  habits  of  dissipation,  of  extravagance,  and 
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of  negleet  of  business,  increased  in  propprlion  lis  be 
mixed  among  his  new  connexions  in  London — tbe 
natural  and  inevitable  consequences  of  which  were  Kmb 
of  credit,  and  complete  failure  in  busin^^sa  at  Nor; 
wich* 

He  came  to  JLiondon  to  receive  several  hundreds  of 
pounds  for  goods  which  he  had  sold  to  a  jrespectable 
house  in  London  Wall ;  and  on  bis  return^  was  to  pay 
the  money  amongst  his  creditors^  Instead  of  doing  so, 
on  his  arrival  at  Norwich,  for  the  purpose  of  applying 
the  money  he  had  received  to  his  own  use,  he  propagat* 
ed  a  story  that  <m  bis  return  from  London,  as  he  waf 
walking  across  a  lontly  spot  neiu*  Norwich,  with  the 
money  in  his  pocket,  be  waa.  stopped  by  footpad^ 
a|id  robbed  of  it^  after  a  desperate  resistance.  In  suf^ 
port  of  this  tale,  he  iqppeared  with  a  black  eye,  and  his 
bead  much  cut  and  bruised*  This  story,  in  consequence 
of  his  bad  character,  gained  no  credit  in  Norwich  ;  his 
creditors  did  not  hesitate  to  tell  him  that  he  had  in- 
vented  a  plausible  tale  for  the  purpose  of  defrauding 
tbem  of  their  just  claims ;  and  to  avoid  their  iropor* 
tunities  and  unpleasant  obs^^ations,  he  left  tlu^  place 
and  set  off  for  iondon,  in  the  company  of  a  very 
pretty  girl  (with  whom  he  has  lived  till  a  short  time  be- 
fore the  murd»)  of  the  name  of  Miss  D-    ■■> 

Jitter  this  circumstance,  his  character  being  gone  in 
Norwich,  he  hoped  to  be  more  at  his  ease  in  London. 
Reports,  injurious  to  hi^  fame,  however,  followed  him  to 
tiie  Metropolis :  business  was  at  an  end :  and  how  his 
time  was  for  a  long  period  occupied,  it  would  be,  per- 
haps, difficult  to  describe. 

The  link  of  respectability  as  a  merchant,  was  now. 
broken,  and  he  plunged  headlong  into  the  dissipated 
scenes  which  the  great  city  of  London  affords  to  every 
adventurer  j  mixing  at  all  hours  in  all  wtis  of  company, 
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and  visitiflg  without  thought  or  reflection,  houses  of 


i  every  description. 


I  He  set  forth  upon  a  hunt  after  fatne  ;  t.  «.,  to  obtain 

>  <>  the  title  of  a  leader  in  the  sporting  circles :  his  acquaint- 

i  I  ances  soon  multiplied ;  and.  unfortunately  for  himself 

and  his  pocket,  Thurtell,  like  a  number  of  other  foolish 
young  men  from  the  country,  flattered  himself  that  he 
was  a  knowingi  clever  fellow.  It  was  on  this  rock  that 
he  split.  ^'  Among  the  Legs,  he  was  picked  up  as  a  good 
Jlat;  and  the  roHs  of  country  ^iW^**  which  hebrought 
with  him  to  town,  were  soon  reduced  to  a  small  space  in 
his  pockets.  The  Swell  Yokel -y  as  he  was  first  termed, 
before  the  familiar  name  of  Jack  Thurtell  was  known  to 
his  pak^  %  was  hailed  as  a  rare  customer ;  and  numbers 
were  on  the  look  out  to  have  a  dice  of  his  blunts  %  till  he 
was  ultimately  cut  up  in  so  many  slices,  that  not  the 
smallest  taste  of  his  property  remained."  Unhappily  for 
Thurtelli  Weare  was  one  of  this  number. 

Either  from  accident  or  inclination,  however,  Thurtell 
was  always  more  conspicuous  in  London  as  an  amateur 
of  boxing,  and  an  associate  of  prize-fighters,  K  than  as  a 
regular  gambler,  although  he  certainly  mixed  among  the 
bitek-legs,  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 

Being  a  man  of  superior  education  to  those  among 
whom  he  stooped  to  herd,  he  was  looked  up  to  as  a  sort 

of  oracle  by  most  of  his  unlettered  companions,  and 

• 

*  Bank-notes.  t  Gay,  or  dashing  fellow. 

X  Associates.  §  Some  of  his  money. 

I  While  Hickman,  the  notorious  fighting  jeasman  was  in 
training,  for  one  of  his  pitched  battles,  at  Wade's  Mill,  in 
Hertfordshire,  Thurtell,  in  company  with  one  Elliott,  of  sport- 
ing notoriety,  spent  a  good  deal  both  of  time  and  money  with 
•him.  The  fate  of  these  three  men  is  at  ouce  singular  and  aw- 
ful, in  less  than  thirteen  months,  Elliott  died  by  his  own 
hand  ;  Hickman,  returning  from  a  prize- figlit,  in  a  state  of  in- 
toxication, was  thrown  from  a  chaise,  aiid  his  head  literaHy 
crushed  to  atoms — and  Thurtell  died  by  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mcHi  hangman  for  a  cold-blooded  and  deliberate  murder.^' 
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bis  iMtte  w«s  o^etaioiially  itffii»4  to  the  iirtielw  of  some 
of  the  great  boxing  matches  *• 

Alter  various  vicissitudesy  ThurteU  made  a  bold  en* 
deavour  to  gain  a  permanent  footing  in  Jionddn,  by 
taking  a  pabUe^honse  in  Long-aqre.  Hc^  established  an 
ordinary,  and  evening  singing  parties^  wbicb  were  at* 
tended  by  a  great  number  qt  such  perM^.ng  as  Ufwdlx 
flock  to  hpuses  of  this  descriptiony  all  desirou9  of  9^viD|^ 
the  landlord,  for  be  had  the  name  of  being  a  gP9d-bUf 
mburedf'  affable,  and  social  man  ft  The  prinoipalato 
traction  of  his  house,  boweyer,  was  the  hsAdsQme 
Miss  D — ^,  who,  as  we  have  already  stated,  apcompa* 
nied  bim  in  his  disgraceftil  flight  from  Norwi^^h^  and 
now  presided  nominally  aa  bi8*bar<?maid,  but  was  lo 
reality  his  kept  mistress. 

The  scenes  of  dissipation,  riot,  and  ai^noyanice  cpn» 
stantly  acted  at  this  house,  led  to  a  suspension  of  the  U^ 
cense,  and  thus  in  a  very  short  time,  this  puUi(*b9us^ 
apeeulation  proved  abortive — the  concern  broke  up^ 
Miss  D-*-;^  was  abaQdoned-^Httd  Tbur|eU  was  agaffi 

lost  sight  of  lifir  a  tiaie  in  tba  vaat  abeM  of  erima  qgA 
folly  of  which  tbe  i^emept  in  wbl«b  b#  deligbt^  to  naovf 

was  composed. 
Thurtell  at  length  appeared  i^ain  upon  the  stage»  on 

*  Op  one  occasion,  Abraham  Belasco,  the  Jew  boxer,  up- 
braided Thurtell  with  having  tampered  with  his  brether,  Israel 
Balasoo,  to  fight  a  eroMt  or,  in  other  weids»  to  defiaiwl  bis 
backers,  by  seUing  tbe  fight.  IlinrteU  was  ^  lancfa  enraged 
at  this  insult,  thai  he  offered  Hudson,  another  boxer  present, 
HvB  pounds  if  he.woidd  well  ^Aastise  Belaseo  for  the  •finaiL 
The  chastisement  was  not  given^  and  the  triumphant  Jew  9^ 
taliated  in^  a  strain  of  prophetic  irony,  by  declaring  that  he 
was  sure  he  should  live  to  see  John  Thurtell  hanged! 

t  At  one  period^f  his  life  Thurldl  was  greatfy  attached  to 
theatricals,  and  prided  himself  in  no  smiul  degree  upon  his 
imitations  of  Kean,  the  acfor.  ^  He  was  also  very  food  of  re* 
citations,  and  would  frequently  indulge  his  friends  by  nepeatiiig 
scenes  or  passages  which  he  considered  ss  posselssing  any  pe- 
culiar beauties. 
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the  occasion  of  the  destruction  of  his  brother  Thomas 

Thurtell's  stock  and  ^)renli8e8  in  Watllng-street,  by  fire, 

;|  under  circumstances  of  strong  suspicion.    John  waa  his 

i  brother's   manager,  and  also  his  principal  witness  in 

i  an  action  brought  against  the  County  Fire  Office,  for 

f  the  sum  of  1900/.,  as  the  value  of  the  property  alleged 

M  tp  have  been  destroyed,  for  which  sum  Thomas  Thurtell 

[  obtained  a  verdict.    The  payment  was  disputed  by  the 

County  Fire-Office,  and  a  rule  for  a  new  trial  obtained, 
I  but  the  evidence  offered  on  the  second  trial  was  not 

*  sufficient  to  disturb  the  original  verdict  in  favour  of 

j  Thomas  Thurtell.     The  information  obtained  by  the 

director  of  the  Fire-Office  was,  however,  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  induce  him  to  prefer  an  indictment  against 
John  and  Thomas  Thurtell  and  others  for  a  conspiracy 
to  defraud  the  office,  and  a  true  bill  was  found  by  the 
I  Grand  Jury,  under  which  Thomas  Thurtell  is  now  con- 

I  fined  in.Newgate,  awaiting  his  trial  on  the  charge*. 

'    Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  life  of  the  late  Johi^ 
Thurtell,  up  to  the   period   when  he  committed  the 
murder,  from  which  he  has  derived  his  infamous  immor- 
^  tality,  and  the  partfculars  of  which  are  disdosed  in  the 

ensuing  narrative. 


?f  {  JOSEPH  HUNT 

■?  .      ■    ■  -         . 

:  I  Is  said  to  hove  belonged  to  a  respectable  family.  He  has 

a  brother  who  appeared  some  time  since  at  Covent-gar- 

den  Theatre,  as  a  first-rate  singer,  and  who  has  the 

reputation  of  being  a  well-conducted  person.     One  of 

^  '  his  sisters  was  married  to  a  Captain  0*Reilly,  of  the 

Austrian  service,  who  died  a  few  months  ago. 

Very  little  is  known  of  the  early  life  of  Hunt,  but  for 

*  It  has  been  reported  that  the  information  on  which  this 

indictment  was  preferred,  was  fiimished  by  Miss  D ,  in 

revenge  for  the  treatment  whieh  she  had  received  in  being 
abandoned  and  left  destitute. 
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iJie  la0t  ten  or  twelve  years  he  has  been  more  publicly 
observed  as  a  aort  of  fl^h  and  sporting  character  at  the 
public-houses  frequented  by  persons  of  that  class,  and 
was  very  fond  of  being  band-and-glove  with  stage-coach- 
men and  stable-people,  among  whom  he  was  considered 
.  as  a  good-natured  but  half-witted  fellow. 

A  few  years  ago  he  took  the  Army  and  Navy  Coffee- 
bouse  in  St.  Martin's  Lane,  but  the  business  was  con- 
ducted by  an  antiquated  spinster  of  the  name  of  J n ; 

Hunt  himself  being  but  very  little  to  be  seen  there,  ex- 
cept now  and  then  in  the  evening  as  chairman  of  the  free 
and  easy  singing  meetings,  for  he  was,  in  fact,  a  very 
good  singer.  But  when  a  tradesman's  bill  was  to  be 
settled,  Mr.  Hunt  was  decidedly  invisible — for,  although 
Miss  J ^n  could  receive  money  with  the  greatest  rea- 
diness, her  instructions  never  went  the  length  of  autho- 
rizing her  to  make  any  thing  like  a  disbursement. 

This  sort  of  proceeding  could  not,  of  course,  last 
long.  The  Army  and  Navy  Coffee-house  was  shut  up, 
and  Mr.  Hunt  decamped.  From  that  period  he  may  be 
said  to  have  been  living  at  hide  and  seek  under  the  most 
suspicious  circumstances.  He  generally  dressed  in  a 
very  flashy  style,  wearing  large  whiskers  and  mustachios, 
which  bore  evident  marks  of  peculiar  care  and  attention 
in  their  adjustment.  In  this  costume  he  was  a  constant 
visiter  at  the  theatres  and  other  public  places  of  amuse- 
ment ;  and  the  natural  inference  is,  that  in  the  intervals 
of  his  raising  the  ways  and  means  by  some  pretended 
pursuit  in  business,  he  lived  by  his  depredations  at  the 
gaming-table. 

Hunt  married  a  respectable  young  woman,  whose  sis- 
ter is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Mountain,  landlord  of  the  North- 
umberland Head,  travellers'  house,  in  St.  Martin's  Lane, 
Charing-cross.  He  is  about  thirty-three  years  of  age; 
a  well-proportioned,  and  rather  handsome-looking  man. 
His  complexion  is  dark,  and  his  eyes  and  hair  W^k. 

c  S 
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iThe  sbavlng-off  of  his  whiskers  after  the  ttioMer  m 
materially  altered  his  appearance  that  it  became  cUffliSult 
at  first  sight  to  recognise  him. 


WILUAM  PROBERT 

Is  the  son  of  a  respectable  farmer,  formerly  of 
]ftosS|  in  Herefordshire,  where  this  worthless  man  was 
Ibom,  about  the  year  1782.  His  mother,,  who  has  re- 
married since  the  death  of  his  father,  still  resides  in  the 
same  county ;  and  he  has  a  brother,  a  farmer,  in  Glou- 
cestershire. 

Of  the  pursuits  of  his  early  life  but  little  Is  known  ; 
they  are  supposed  to  have  been  passed  in  a  more  humble 
sphere  than  that  in  which  he  has  since  moved. 

The  character  in  which  he  figured  when  he  first  came 
within  observation  was  as  clerk  to  a  wine-mer- 
chant, at  Pimlico.  This  was  about  the  year  1813, 
in  the  December  of  which  year,  he  married  a  daughter 
of  Mr.  Noyes,  formerly  a  brewer  at  C^ozfield,  and  after- 
wards farmer  of  bis  own  freehold  estate  at  Tangley, 

from  whence  he  retired  with  a  handsome  fortune  to 
Hampstead,  where  he  lived  for  some  years  highly  es- 
teemed and  respected. 

Probert  received  a  handsome  ph>perty  with  his  wife ; 
and  soon  after  his  marriage  commenced  business  as  a 
wine-merchant,  taking  apartments  in  Coventry-street, 
aad  opening  extensive  wine-cellars  in  the  Haymarket, 
where  he  continued  till  about  the  middle  of  1818,  carry* 
ing  on  business  with  apparent  credit.  He  removed  from 
thence  to  High  Holbom,  where  he  remained  rather  more 
than  twelve  months ;  when  he  appeared  in  the  Gazette 
as  a  bankrupt  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1819.  He 
failed  for  22,000^.,  not  one  shilling  of  which  have  the 
creditors  ever  recovered ! 

In  his  examination  before  the  Commissioners,  his 
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bebavicMir  was  such  that  he  would  jiave  beefi  connntited 
to  Newgate,  had  be  n^t  previously  hate  taken  the  iift^. 
caution  of  placing  himself  in  the  custody  of  the  ]^n 
fthal  of  the  King^s  Bench.  He  had  a  still  narrower 
escape  from  detection  in  an  offence  against  the  bankrupt 
laws»  which,  if  discovered,  would  hare  been  attended 
witji  the  most  serious  consequences.  The  Commissioners 
having  heard  that  he  was  living  at  a  very  extravagant 
nte  in  the  King's  Bench,  paid  him  a  visit  without 
giving  him  any  previous  notice  of  their  intention.  On 
their  arrival,  the  messengers  under  th<^  commission 
seized,  as  they  thought,  upon  all  the  property  in  his 
room.  Unfortunately,  however,  for  the  creditors,  the 
messengers  were  not  sufficiently  on  the  alert  to  prevent 
Probert's  landlady  from  walking  off  with  his  writing- 
desk.  In  this  desk,  he  afterwards  confessed,  there  was 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  in  bank  motes,  bills,  6^c. 
After  the  desk  had  been  cleared  of  its  pecuniary  con- ' 
tents,  which  for  better  security  were  then  concealed  in 
the  sacking  of  a  chair,  it  was  placed  in  the  way  of  the 
commissioners*  Of  course,  it  was  immediately  opened, 
but,  as  might  be  expected,  nothing  was  found  in  it  but 
a  few  memorandums.  To  mislead  the  commissioners, 
he  offered  them  a  few  pounds  which  had  escaped  their 
notice.  On  their  departure,  he  took  measures  to  guard 
against  any  future  surprise ;  and  he  used  to  boast,  that» 
as  he  had  thus  dime  the  cotnmissioners,  when  he  was 
unprepared  for  them,  he  defied  all  their  efforts  now  that 
he  knew  that  they  had  their  eyes  upon  him. 

Prom  the  quantity  of  wijae  which  was  repeatedly 
brought  into  the  prison  to  him,  and  which  he  was  known 
to  sell,  it  was  suspected  that  he  had  a  large  quantity  con* 
cealed  in  some  part  of  the  town,  which  he  had  with* 
drawn  from  his  stock,  to  the  injury  of  his  creditors. 

Before  his  bankruptcy  he  kept  an  elegant  establish- 
ment, and  drove  about  town  in  a  tilbury,  attended  by  a 
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senrapt  in  livery.  One  of  his  creditorsi  was  so  much 
taken  in  by  his  manners^  his  equipage,  and  his  appa* 
rently  extensive  dealings,  as  to  declare  after  his  bank- 
ruptcy, that  he  would  have  given  hi  in  credit,  had  it 
been  asked,  for  as  raqjoy  hundreds  of  pounds  as  he  had 
obtained  of  tens.  On  this  declaration  being  communi- 
cated to  Probert,  bis  expression  was,  **  what  a  cursed 
fool  I  was  not  to  know  my  own  value,  and  to  stick  it 
in  the  fellow  for  a  few  thousands.  Alas  !  alas !  a  man 
never  knows  what  he  is  worth,  until  he  is  ruined.*' 

While  he  was  in  the  King's  Bench  prison,  he  was  dis- 
tipguished  for  the  general  profligacy  of  his  conduct.  It 
is  said  that  he  debauched  both  the  wife  and  daughter  of 
one  of  the  unfortunate  inmates  of  the  prison.  It  was  a 
common  boast  with  him  that  no  woman  whom  he  wished 
to  possess  could  escape  him,  for  if  he  could' not  gain  her 
by  fair  means,  he  would  not  scruple  to  assail  her  by 
foul.  He  was  a  constant  inmate  of  the  coifee-ri>om  in 
the  prison,  and  ingratiated  himself  into  the  confidence 
of  the  family  of  its  proprietor.  At  length  a  breadi  toc^ 
place,  and  Probert  was  charged  with  robbing  the  till. 
He  was  indicted,  tried,  and  convicted  at  the  Sessions 
House,  Horsemonger^Iane,  for  the  felony^  ami  imprisoned 
for  six  months  in  the  House  of  Correction  at  Brixton. 

He  has  since  carried  on  business  in  the  wine  trade  ; 
but  being  an  uncertified  bankrupt,  it  was  probably  under 
another  name,  or  merely  on  commission. 

Probert  is  a  man  of  colossal  stature ;  he  is  bony,  mus- 
cular,  and  powerful,  with  a  short  neck  and  round  shoul- 
ders. His  hair  is  black ;  his  complexion  swarthy ; 
his  features  are  not  large  for  so  large  a  man,  and  his 
countenance  is  rather  heavy  and  inanimate  except  about 
the  eyes,  which  are  very  dark.  His  gait  is  slovenly, 
and  his  general  appearance,  though  assuming  in  his 
manner,  such  as  comes  within  the  description  of  being, 
neither  prepossessing  or  repulsiye* 
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Such  were  the  meu'whose  horrid  crimes  have,  happily 
for  the  peace  of  the  metropolis,  and  the  preservation  of 
innocent  families  from  ruin,  broken  the  guilty  compact 
by  which  they  were  held  together,  and  freed  the  world 
from  the  effects  of  their  diabolical  machinations.    If  it 
were  possible  that  the  murder  of  Weare,  as  perpefrated 
by    these  men,    could  by  any  possibility  be  exceeded 
in  ferocity  and  revenge,  the  standard  by  which  to  de- 
cide such  doubt  is  furnished  in  the  confession  of  the 
criminal  Hunt;  published  after  his  condemnation  *•    In 
that  document  of  infamy  seems  concentrated  all  that  the 
most  depraved  of  mankind  could  conceive,  or  the  most 
heartless  and  abandoned  debate — deeds  of  blood  and 
horror  could  only  be  perpetrated  by  the  demons  whose 
minds  had  given  them  birth. 

In  that  portion  of  the  present  volume  devoted  to  the 
Gambleb^s  Scourge,  we  have,  by  a  great  body  of  infor- 
mation and  remarks  quite  new  to  the  public,  shown  that 
the  GUiming-houses  of  London^ — most  appropriately  de- 
liominated  Hells  ! — are  calculated  to  convert  the  weak 
and  the  naturally  vitiated  into  such  men  as  'Weare> 
Thurtell,  Hunt,  and  Probert !    We  have  exhibited.their 
worldly  effects  in  the  ruin,  misery,  and  general  demorali- 
zation produced  by  such   accursed  means — fve    have 
traced  to  their  doors  deeds  of  darkness  and  of  blood 
--^and  we  have  traced  to  the  gaming-table,  the  foot- 
steps of  the  despairing  suicide  and  the  reeking  murderer* 
After  rendering  this  acceptQble  service   to  society, 
we  might  rest  cont^fit,  in  a  full  consciousness  of  the 
important  duty  we  have  performed,  both  in  a  civil  and  re- 
ligious point  of  view.    But  we  go  farther ; — ^we  call  upon 
the  legislature  and  the  judges  pf  the  land — upon  the 
magistrates  of  the  police  and  their  subordinate  agents — 
upon  parochial  olTicers,  and  the  acting  members  of  asso- 

•  Vide  Appendix,  p,  475. 


XXll  INTRODUCTION. 

ciations  for  the  prevention  of  orime  and  the  protection 
of  property — upon  fathers  of  families  and  the  employer! 
of  clerks  and  apprentices — in  shorti  upon  each  and  ev^ry 
member  of  society,  who  values  not  only  the  happy  in- 
stitutions  under  which  he  lives,  but  the  temporal  an4 
eternal  happiness  of  his  children,  his  friends,  bia  depen- 
dants, and  his  fellow-creatures  in  general,  to  aid  and 
assist  us  in  the  destruction  of  this  master-vice — iu  tbf 
annihilation  of  this  all-devouring  monster^  which  noff 
stalks  abroad  with  impunity,  and  threatens  to  undermine 
by  slow  but  certain  means  the  very  key-stone  of  society* 
Every  man,  whf^ever  may  be  his  rank  and  station  in 
life,  is  interested  in  the  destruotion  of  the  vice  of 
gambling ;  and  having  in  the  present  volume,  not  only 
exhibited  in  a  clear  and  intelligible  point  of  view  the 
whole  system*  of  fraud  and  chicanery  by  which  it  is  sup- 
ported, as  well  as  furnished  a  clue  to  the  means  by  wbieH 
it  may  be  entirely  eradicated,  we  place  the  matter  in 
the  hands  of  the  public,  in  the  full  assurance  that  we 
have  done  our  duty  towards  the  effectual  aecompUsh* 
ment  of  so  important  an  object. 
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THE  GAMBLER. 


Since  the  detection  of  the  notoiious  Ca€o-stree1 
conspiracy,  no  occurrence  of  a  similar  nature  lias  sc 
much  agitated  the  public  in  general  as  the  recent  atro- 
cious murder  of  the  ill-fated  gambler,  William 
Wea-re.  Both  these  events  bur^t  in  alike  upon  the 
uniformity  of  civil  life,  and  awakened  the  drowsy  sen- 
sations of  the  world  into  feelings  of  horror.  Public 
attention  will  hereafter  pass  from  one, to  the  other  oi 
these  dreadful  tales,  without  reference  to  all  the  inter- 
vening occurrences  oi  robbery,  murder,  and  suicide. 

With  the  similarity  of  the  effect  produced  upon  the 
public  mind,  however,  the  parallel  ceases.  £vcu  the 
ivretcbed  sophistry  by  which  the  delnded  t>eings  in  the 
former  case  attempted  to  reconcile  assassination  with 
the  public  good,  is  unavailable  to  the  perpetrators  of 
the  recent  murder.  It  is  to  the  utter  aauihilation  of 
feeling,  the  destruction  of  moral  principle,  and  the  de- 
moniacal state  of  mind  produced  by  the  horrid  vice  of 
GAMBLING,  that  we  are  bound  to  {Attribute  this  new 
<7utra»?  upon  thefeelingsof  society^  this  new  libel  upon  . 
t^uman  nature. 

Numerous  as  are  the  instances  of  the  ruin  of  fami* 
lies,  the  gross  and  barefaced  robberies  of  the  young  ^ 
and  inexperienced,  the  despair  and  desperation  pro- 
duced thereby,  and  tlieappalliug  cases  of  madness  and 
self-destruction  that  follow,  still  tliis  pernicious  prac- 
tice is  suffered  to  exbt — still  is  gaming,  with  all  its 
frightful  consequences,  permitted  to  rankle  and  fcstci 
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in  the  heart's  core  of  society,  and,  like  the  deadly 
Upas,  to  shed  its  batoftil  apd  destructive  poison  upon 
all  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  entrapped  within  its 
unhallowed  precincts. 

What  a  complicated  and  frightful  picture  of  crime 
and  misery  does  this  one  transaction,  oy t  of  ipultitudes 
of  almost  daily  occurrence,  present !  A  flinty-hearted  1 

gambler,  a  robber  by  profession  and  by  practice,  reek- 
ing from  the  midnight  stews  of  rapine  and  of  fraud, 
and  panting  for  new  victims  to  his  nefarious  arts,  is 
hurried  '^  in  the  blossom  of  his  sin''  into  the  presence 
of  his  Maker ; 

Vo  reckoning  made,  bnt  sent  to  his  acoonnt, 
With  all  his  imperfections  on  his  head ! 

by  the  hand  of  his  companion  and  his  friend. 

^  On  the  other  side  of  the  picture  we  behold^  in  the 
prime  of  manhood,  and  in  the  vigour  of  health  and  | 

intellect,  the  desperate  assassin,  the  lost,  the  ivratched, 
the  undone  son  of  parents  valuable  to  society,  virtuous 
in  conduct,  unsullied  in  reputation,  and  gifted  with 
af&uence ; — ^parents,  whose  circumstances  might  fairly 
induce  the  hope  that  their  children  would  be  the  prop 
and  comfort  of  their  declining  age,  and  the  respected 
possessors  of  their  property  and  fame.  How  bitterly 
are  their  just  hopes  blasted  and  destroyed  !  The  retn- 
bntive  hand  of  outraged  justice  has  arrested  the  ca- 
reer of  crime,  and  the  worthy  parent  of  an  unworthy 
son  may  well  exclaim,  in  all  Uie  bitterness  of  heart- 
felt grief,  "  Who  Mould  be  a  father r  t 

It  is  needless  to  anticipate  the  tale  of  blood  and 
horror,  upon  which  we  are  bound  to  enter,  by  expa* 
tiating  on  the  crimes  and  sufferings  of  the  other  per- 
sons involved  in  this  dreadful  transaction !  It  is  suffi* 
cient  for  our  present  purpose  to  have  connected  cause 
Imd  effect,  and  to  have  briefly  pointed  out  to  our 
readers  the  gaming-table  as  the  source  or  dis* 

GBACE,    OF  ROBBERT,    OF  MURDER,   AND   OF    EVERp 

LASTING  RUIN,  wfaich  we  shall  proceed  to  exemplify 
by  a  dfgested  narrative  of  the  whole  transaction,  and 
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dhall  hereafter  add  such  informatidn  and  remarks  as 
we  trust  will  tend,  in  no  small  degree,  to  the  total  an-* 
nibilation  of  thid  pernicious  vtce« 
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Philip  Smith,  a  farmer,  wai  proceeding  froth  Batlfer^s 
Grtfeuj  to  his  dwn  residence  at  Ketnp'^  Rot^,  Aldfeff- 
hartr,  in  Hertfordshire^  about  fifleetl  miles  from  Lundod, 
bettveeri  eight  and  nine  o'tlock  in  theeffening  df  f  ridftjr, 
the  24tfi  of  October,  nt^lien  he  heard  the  I'eport  erf  a  gun 
chr  pistol,  and  ittimediately  afterwards  groaning,  which 
continued  for  three  or  foui*  mintites.  His  wife  ttas 
with  him  in  a  donkey  chaise,  and  he  would  have  gone 
io  the  spot  from  whence  the  rtoises  ptotjeeded;  but 
was  dfrald  to  quit  he^  she  being  gtedtly  agitated. 
The  same  night,  a  toan  tiamed  tVeematt,  wiio  was  oh 
his  Way  to  tneet  his  wife,  saw  a  gig,  in  which  ttefe 
ttfo  men,  driving  towards  the  lancj  at  a  rery  rapid 
pace,  the  hotse  seemingly  much  out  of  wind,  tie 
accosted  them,  observing,  that  they  ivere  driving  hard; 
to  which  one  of  them  made  a  slight  answer,  whi(:h 
Freeman  could  not  distinctly  hear.  The  gig  stopped 
jiist  as  Freeman  entered  the  lahe.  At  daybreak,  on 
the  following  morning,  ft  quantity  of  blood  tvas  found 
in  a  lane,  irt  the  same  neighbourhood,  by  two  labour- 
ers, who  were  going  out  to  their  work  ih  the  fields. 
The  ground,  for  a  considerable  distance  around  the 
ptfddfi  of  blood,  was  torn  up  and  trampled,  as  tlimigh 
sevei^  persons  had  beed  violently  strugi^Jrtg  there, 
litid  near  it  was  found  a  silk  handkerchief,  a  small 
knife,,  and  a  pistol  clotted  with  blood  and  with  a 
litibstance  which  an  eminent  surgeon  pronounced  to 
be  human  brains.  The  men  were  much  alarmed 
at  the  sight  of  these  things ;  and,  not  doubting  bdt 
some  person  had  been  murdered  there,  thev  deter- 
mined to  conceal  themselves,  and  watch  the  $p6f, 
naturally  supposing  that  the   murderere  would  tte 
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anxious  to  recover  tlie  pistol,  &€.»  lest  they  should 
lead  to  their  detection.  JPresently,  ivbiist  it  was  yet 
twilight,  two  persons  approached  the  spot  where  the 
blood  lay,  and  appeared  to  be  anxiously  searching  for 
something  on  the  ground.  When  they  had  searched 
some  time,  the  men  left  their  hiding-place,  and  going 
towards  them,  carelessly  inquired  whether  they  had 
lost  any  thing?  To  which  one  of  the  strangers  as  care- 
lessly answered  that  they  had  lost  a  penknife ;  and  in 
answer  to  further  questions  put  to  them  by  the  labour- 
ers, they  replied,  that  tliey  had  been  upset  from  a 
|;ig,  in  a  bit  of  a  lark,  near  that  spot  on  the  preced- 
ing night.  They  then  went  away  towards  Gill's  Hill 
cottage  occupied  by  Mr.  Probert,  and  the  labourers 
made  the  best  of  their  way  to  communicate  what  they 
had  seen* 

An  inquiry  took  place  in  consequence,  from  which* 
it  appeared  that  the  two  strangers,  whom  the  labourers 
had  seen  searching  the  scene  of  the  supposed  murder, 
ivcre  John  Thurtell  and  Joseph  Hunt.  It  was  ascer- 
tained, also,  that  these  two  persons,  together  with 
Thomas  Thurtell  and  some  others,  were  on  a  vbit  at 
Probert's  cottage  on  the  night  in  which  the  mur- 
der was  su{!>posed  to  be  committed.  No  person,  how- 
ever, was  apprehended,  but  the  inquiry  was  continued 
4iroughout  the  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Mon(iay — 
diligent  search  being  made  at  the  same  time  after  the 
murdered  body  wi£out  success;  and,  at  length,  on 
Tuesday  afternoon,  information  of  all  the  circum- 
stances was  transmitted  to  the  magistrates  at  Bow- 
street  It  was  received  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  that  day,  and  in  half  an  hour  after  Ruth- 
ven  was  authorized  to  take  John  Thurtell,  Thomas 
Thurtell,  Joseph  Hunt,  and  William  Probert,  into 
custody.  He  left  town  immediately  for  Aldenham, 
and  the  same  night  lodged  Thomas  Thurtell  •  and 
Probert  in  St.  Alban's  gaol ;  and  before  six  o'clock  in 
the  morning  he  apprehended  the  other  two  in  town — 
John  Thurtell  at  a  public-house,  in  Conduit-street, 
Sond-stieet|  and  Joseph  Hunt  at  his  lodgings,  at 
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No.  19f  King-Street,  Golden-square.  Ruthven  took 
Thurtell  in  bed,  and  on  searching  his  apparel  the  cuffs 
of  his  coat  were  found  very  much  stained  with^blood 
on  the  inside;  his  waistcoat- pocket  seemed  to  have 
had  a  bloody  hand  thrust  into  it^  and  the  edges  of 
bis  hat  were  marked  with  blood.  Besides  these  sus- : 
piciotts  appearances,  his  right  hand  was  much  scratched 
and  bruised,  and  his  upper  lip  was  swelled  and  lace- 
rated as  if  by  a  violent  blow.  The  two  prisoners, 
after  being  examined  at  £ow-atreet,  were  conveyed, 
io  separate  chaises,  to  Watford,  where  they  arrived 
between  five  and  six  o'clock  on  Wednesday  afternoon. 
The  magistrates,  meanwhile,  had  been  most  actively 
engaged  in  procuring  evidence,  and  by  ten  o'clock 
that  night  were  prepared  with  a  mass  of  testimony  of 
.  a  very  strong  nature.  The  investigfition  commenced  ; 
at  half-past  ten.  The  prisoners  were  not  brought ' 
into  the  room,  it  being  thought  best  to  -  keep  them 
ignorant  of  the  entire  evidence  against  them,  at  least 
for  a  short  time. 

After  the  testimony  of  several  witnesses  had  been 
taken,  whose  evidence  we  shall  give  in  detul  in  our 
account  of  the  proceedings  before  the  Coroner's  In- 
quest, the  prisoner  Hunt  was  called  in,  and  Mr.  Noel, 
who  attended  as  soli(»tor  for  the  prosecution,  told  him 
that  the  magistrates  and  he  would  feel  it  their  duty  to 
put  some  questions  to  him,  but  it  was  fit  he  should  be 
warned  that  he  was  not  bound  to  answer  a  single 
one  unless  he  chose,  and,  above  all,  to  say  nothing 
tending  to  criminate  himself.  With  this  warning,  he> 
of  course,  would  exercise  his  own  judgment* 

John  Thurtell  was  next  called,  and  received  the 
same  warning,  and  also  underwent  a  long  interro- 
gation. When  ft  had  nearly  closed,  he  was  asked  if 
he  ever  carried  pistols,  and  he  said  he  never  did; 
m^g  pressed,  he  said  he  found  a  small  pistol  on  a 
bank  near  Probert's  house  on  Sunday  morning  last; 
Kuthven  had  found  it  upon  him,  and  produced  it 

Mr.  Noel  said,  he  had  already  cautioned  the  pri* 
spner  as  to  bis  answering  questions,  and  be  was  upw  j 
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about  to  pnt  to  him  some  of  k  very  important  Mature. 
*'  Do  you,**  said  Mr.  N.  suddenly,  "  do  you  know 
Mn  Weare?"— Pffecmef-  (firmly X  I  do. 

Dd  you  know  where  he  is  ? — I  do  not. 

When  did  you  see  him  last  ?^^0n  Tuesday,  last 
week,  was  the  last  time. 

Did  you  see  him  last  Friday  ?-*-No,  I  did  not.  I 
did  not  meet  him  by  accident  on  Friday  in  the  Edg- 
ware-road. 

Now,  Mr.  Thurtell,  yoti  have  said  you  found  this 
]pfistol  near  Probert's ;  what  would  yoa  say  when  I  tell 
you  I  can  produce  the  fellow  to  it,  found  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  same  spot? — 1  know  nothing  abotit  that. 

The  pistol,  with  the  blood  and  hair  adhering  to  it, 
was  then  slowly  exposed  to  the  view  of  the  prisoner, 
from  the  paper  in  which  it  was  wrapped,  and  his 
countenance  and  manner  underwent  a  change  too 
striking  to  escape  the  noticfe  of  the  most  careless  ob- 
server. His  complexion,  naturally  sallow,  assumed 
a  deadly  pale,  and  he  appeared  to  shudder  and  shrink 
backwards  at  the  sight  of  the  weapon ;  the  state  of 
which,  however,  was  such  as  to  be  likely  to  produce 
a  strong  effect  upon  a  perfectly  innocent  mid.  Thfe 
pistols  were  then  compared.  They  ttere  of  thd  same 
size ;  each  had  *•  Hill,  London,^'  engraved  ori  it,  and 
they  were  numbered  2  and  S.  In  the  make,  orna- 
ment, and  every  part,  they  exactly  resembled  each 
other. 

Mr.  NotL — I  can  tell  yOu,  Thurtell,  Mr.  Weare  is 
is  not  to  be  found. — I  am  sorry  for  it;  but  I  know 
nothing  about  him. 

The  prisoner  was  removed,  and  other  evidence 
heard ;  after  which  Thurtell  was  recalled,  and  persisted 
in  saying  that  he  had  never  seen  Weare  since  Tues- 
day, or  Wednesday  at  the  latest.  ^ 

Hunt  was  then  recalled,  and,  after  some  questidm, 
t«ras  shewn  the  two  pistols.  Mr.  Noel,  after  ac^ 
quainting  him  with  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
found,  addressed  him  at  some  length,  and  desired 
him  to  retire.    In  a  few  mifiutrs  he  sent  for  Mr.  Noel, 
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• 

wd  &lH>rtIy  ^fter  he  was  ^g^n  conducted  In  before  the 
fnagiytrateSf  and  m^de  a  very  long  Confesaion.  Whtui 
be  nad  fioisbed  it  was  past  nine  o'clock  on  Friday 
morning,  tb?  inv«9tigatiQa  having  continued|  without 
intermission,  through  the  night.  He  concluded,  by 
offering  to  conduct  the  proper  persons  to  the  spot 
*'  where  the  body  of  Mr.  Weare  would  be  found." 

When  Hunt  had  made  his  confession,  the  magis- 
trates requested  Mr.  Noel  the  solicitor^  Ruthven, 
and  a  namber  of  officers,  to  attend  him  to  the  pond, 
where  the  corpse  was  concealed.  Hunt  went  in  a 
post-chaisei  accompanied  by  Ruthven ;  and  on  arriv- 
ing near  a  pond,  on  the  side  of  the  road  leading  from 
^adlett  to  Elstree*  Hunt  put  his  hand  out  of  the 
chaise,  and  said,  **  That  is  the  place."  A  drag  was 
provided  by  Mr.  Field,  the  landlord  of  the  Artichoke, 
fit  Flstree,  and  a  man  threw  it  into  the  water,  and 
drew  it  out  without  finding  any  thing.  Hunt  called 
9Ut  of  the  chaise,  *^  It  is  not  there,  but  further  that 
way"  (pointing  on  one  side  of  the  water).  The  drag 
was  again  throwq  in,  and  the  body  of  a  man,  en* 
veloped  in  a  new  sack,  was  drawn  out,  placed  on  a 
ladder,  and  carried  to  the  Artichoke  public*house* 
The  bead,  and  as  far  as  the  abdomen,  were  enveloped 
in  the  sack,  the  body  having  t)een  thrust  into  it  head 
foremost ;  the  feet  were  tied  together  with  a  piece  of 
cord,  to  which  were  appended  a  pocket-handkerchief, 
filled  with  flint  stones,  about  thirty  pounds'  weight. 
Another  cord  was  tied  over  the  sack,  round  the  waist 
of  the  deceased^  to  which  was  affixed  a  very  large  flint 
atone,  and  in  the  end  of  the  sack  a  great  number  of 
stones  had  been  placed  before  the  body  was  put  into 
.  it.  The  magisti'ates  gave  orders  for  the  body  not  to 
be  examined  till  the  jury  were  Impanelled. 

When  Hunt  was  returning  from  the  pond,  he  ad- 
dr^ed  himself  to  Mr.  Field,  the  landlord  of  the 
Artichoke — •*  I  and  Probert  were  sitting  under  the 
tree  in  front  of  your  house  for  an  hour,  on  the  night 
of  the  murder,  drinking :  you  know  this  ?"  Mr^  Field 
Kplied  in  the  affirmative.    Hunt  continned  :  <^  Pro- 
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belrt  wanted  me  to  sihg,  but  I  was  so  very  *  muzzy* 
(driink)  that  I  could  not/'  Hunt  was  then  conveyed 
to  St.  Alban's  gaol,  and  the  Coroner  issued  summonses 
for  a  jury  to  assemble  on  the  following  morning. 


CORONER'S  INQUEST. 

On  Friday  mornings  October  S 1 ,  at  eleven  o'clock, 
Benj.  Rooke,  Esq.,  Coroner,  R.Glutterbuck,  J.  F.  Ma- 
son, and  T.  Haworth,  Esqrs.,  Magistrates,  together 
with  a  great  number  of  gendemen  of  the  first  respec- 
tability, assembled  at  the  Artichoke  Inn,  at  Elstree. 

Between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  Hunt,  Probert, 
and  Thomas  Thurtell  arrived  at  the  inn  in  different 
post-chaises,  accompanied  by  police-officers.  Hunt 
and  Probert-  appearied  to  feel  very  little.  The  arrival 
of  a  brother  of  the  deceased  excited  a  considerable 
sensation ;  his  distress  was  so  extremely  great,  that 
during  the  whole  of  the  inquiry  he  was  weeping  and 
exciti^  the  sympathy  of  every  one  present 

The  following  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood were  sworn  on  the  Jury: — Robert  Field, 
forenOan ;  Rich.  Parker,  Rich.  Brown,  W.  Masters, 
\V.  T.Harrold,  John  Brown,  John  Stacey,  John  Young, 
Wm.  Eames,  John  Morris,  and  Joshua  Molineux. 

The  Jury,  after  being  sworn,  viewed  thebody ;   and 

Mr.  Rexworthy,  proprietor  of  the  Billiard-rooms, 
Spring-gardens,  was  called.  He  was  a  friend  of  the 
deceased;  and  had  seen  the  body :  he  knew  it  to  be 
the  remains  of  Mr.'  W.  Weare,  of  London,  who  took 
leave  of  him  on  Friday  morning,  the  £4th  instant, 
and  then  had,  to  the  knowledge  of  witness,  about  Q4J. 
Previously,  deceased  possessed  bank  post  bills  and 
other  bills  to  a  considerable  amount.  Witness  left 
London  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  the  murder  of  a  q^n 
whose  body  was  not  found,  as  he  knew  that  Mr. 
We^re  had  been  invited  to  accompany  Thurtell  on  a 
shooting  excUrsioe. 

P.  Smith  deposed  to  the  facts  which  we  have  pre* 
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yiaii^ly  related ;  and  aklded  tmit>  prior  to  hearing  the 
re{H3irt  qf  the  pistol,  he  beard  a  chaise  comiDg  in  the 
diceiPtipii  froi«  Iligb*<rpss  to  Radlet 

Jqmps  Freeman  8WorD.**-*He  wad  going  on  the 
ev^niog  of .  Friday  across  a  field  leading  into  Gitl*8 
Hill-lane,  hy  Probert*s  bause^  abem  eig|it  o'clock, 
and  aaw  -  tn'o  gentkunen  in  a  gig ;  one  of  them 
^ghtacU  Wilnesa  said  to  the  gentlemea,  *'  You 
h^^  drivcfi  your  Jkorae  very  last;  it  is  very  mueh'out 
^f  wind./'  They  gate  no  answer.  Witness  then 
9aid»  '*  This  is  a  very  dark^  crooked,  bad  lane  to  go 
down  in  the  evening."  No  enswer  was  made  to  that, 
and  witnesa  walked  on. .  The  man  had  a  Ught  great 
coat  on,  buttoned  with  a  loop  i  there  were  no  lights 
to  the  gig;  it  was  a  clear  star-light  evening,. so  that 
he  could  distinguish  persons  very  plainly  i  it  was  a 
Vay  bnrse  in  the  chaise,  with  a  light  face:  the  men 
had  both  black  hats  on ;  he  ibilowed  them  for  some 
di^tauoe,  and  then  returned  to  meet  his  wife. 

KUdabcth  Vrtennan^  the  wife  of  last  witness,  sworn. 
She  met  two  gentlemen,  on  the  night  of  the  murder, 
traveliiog  in  a  chaisf ,  along  Gill's  Hill4ane«  On 
^ndey  she  met  Probertfs  boy,  and  having  heard  that 
^Hm  gentksnien  had  metwith  an  accident  in  the  la^e, 
fibe  e£ked  him  if  his  ma&ter  had  met  with  a  misfor* 
tuoto  it)  Us  gig,'  and  the  boy  laid  that  the  gentleman 
ipas^otertttroed,  and  came  home  very  dirty,  and  with 
sfwta  of  biood  od  his  coat. 

Jobn  HMcringUm^  a  kbourer,  sworh.^p^Was  at 
worlc  in  Gill's  Hill-lane^  aboat  six  o'clock  on  Satar* 
di^  morning^,  and  saw  tv^  men  walking  ulpthe  lane 
fneel  QilFs  fiiU.  One  had  a  white  and  me  other  a 
bUolLhaton :  the  fornier  was  a  tall  man^  with  black 
whiskers!;  and  the  other  shorter,  with  a  white  ^oat. 
Tfaey  grabbled  in  the  Jiedge  i  witness,  and  a  fellow* 
lafcoKirer  'naaiteiHuntj  ^ke  to  the  gentlemen,  and 
Qoe  iof 'tfafara  said,  f^  I  ^*&s  fbrbwn.  out  of  my  chaise 
hffe  last  ii)ght/'  Witness  wn^^  sure  lie  should  know 
the  tallest  man  with  a  white  hatj  if  he  >vere  to  see 
hioi  atgain^ 
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.  Tte  wither,  tijr  otder  of  the  Coroner,  w^s  takeii 
into,  the  rooms  where  Probert,  Thomas  Thuftell^ 
Hunt,  and  other  persons  were,  and  pointed  out  Pro* 
bert  a^  one  of  the  men  ;  but  could  not  identify 
amongst  them  the  man  M'ith  black  whisicers,  who  an-» 
swers  the  description  of  John  ThurtelL 

Witness  heard  his  fellow^labourer^  Hunt,  ask  the 
{ventlemen  if  they  were  hurt,  and  the  tail  one  replied 
that  be  was  capsized ;  but  neither  horse  or  gig  were 
overturned,      After    witness    had    breakfasted,    he 
walked  up  the  lane  again,  supposing,  if  the  gentlemen 
had  been  oveiturned,  that  some  money  might  have 
been  thrown  pot  of  his  pocket,  and,  on  searching,  he 
found  a  knife,  which  was  covered  with  blood.     The 
knife  was  produced.     About  ten  o*cIock  the  same 
mornings  he  found  a  pistol  in  the  hedge,  near  the 
spot  where  he  had  previously  seen  the  gentlemen 
**  grabbling.''   The  pistol  was  bloody.    Witness  gave 
the  pistol  to  Mr.  NicholLs;  his  employer,  who  told 
him  that  Mr.  P.  Sm)th  had  informed  him  that  he  had 
heard  the  report  of  a  gun  in  the  lane  on  the  over- 
niglit.     On  the  spot  where  the  pistol  was  found,  wit- 
ness kicked  the  leaves,  and  the  more  he  kicked  them 
the  more  blood  was  found ;  and  Mr.  Nidiols  said, 
'*  I  am  afraid  that  something  very  bad  has  been  done 
here/*    Witness  told  Mr.  Nicfaolls,  who  was  at  thtit 
time  in  his  chaise,  that  he  had  seen  two  gentlemen 
'^  grabbling**  there.     Mr.  Nicholls  told  him  not  tp 
divulge  any  thing  that  he  had  seen.     About  eleven 
o^clock  the  same  evening,  witness  saw  the  same  two^ 
gentlemen  come  down  Gill's  Hill-lane,  in  a  chaise; 
they  were  then  neatly  dressed,  and  both  had  black 
hats  on.     One  of  them  (the  same  person  who,  about 
six   o'clock  in  the  morning,  had  a  white  hat  on)' 
asked  witness  how  be  did?    This  person  was  John 
Thoi'tell,  whom  he  saw  on  Thursday  last  at  Watford. 
These  were  the  only  two  persons  ^o  came  down  in  a* 
chaise  that  day.     A  man  came  down  with  a  large 
ioj?  soon  afterwards,  # 

William  Hunt  corroborated  the  testimony  of  hj« 
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fellow-labourer  Hetheriogton;  and  added^  the  shortest 
of  the  two  men  who  came  in  the  morning,  stooped  in 
the  hedge,  and  returned  with  something  which  he  ap- 
peared to  have  picked  up^  and  which  he  carried  in  a 
yellow  handkerchief  on  the  end  of  a  stick,  when  they 
went  away. 

Mr.  lucholUf  a  fanner,  also  corroborated  the  evi- 
dence of  his  tenant,  Hetherington,  as  to  receiving  a 
bloody  pistol  from  him,  and  discovering  a  ^*  sprihk' 
ling'  of  Jblood  in  the  hedge.     He  received  the  pistol 
on  Saturday  morning,  and  did  not  give  it  up  to  the 
Magistrates   till  Tuesday.     Did  not  know  that  the  ^ 
Magistrates  sat  at  St.  Alban's  on  a  Saturday,  or  he 
should  have  given  information  to  them.   Was  in  com- 
pany with  Probert  on  Sunday,  at  his  house,  on  private 
business ;  remembered  saying  on  that  occasion  to  Pro- 
bert, "  What  the  devil  manceuvres  were  you  at  last 
Friday  evening  ?"  Probert  replied, "  What  manoeuvres 
do  you  mean,  I  know  nothing  of  it  ?*'    Witness  re- 
plied, *^  I  suspect  some  one  at  your  house  fired  a  pis- 
tol in  G ill's  Hill-lane  on  Friday  night."  Probert  said, 
••What  time  was  the  pistol  fired  ?*'  Witness  said,  "Eight 
o'clock."  Probert  said,  ^*  It  was  not  me,  or  any  one  at 
my  house,  for  I  did  not  arrive  at  home  till  long  after 
that  time/'    Witness  had  this  conversation  with  Pro* 
bert  before  his  making  any  communication  to  the  Jus- 
tices, and  previous  to  this  time  he  had  received*  the 
*  pistol  from  Hetherington,  which  had  blood  upon  it. 
Had  seen  a  bloody  knife  found  upon  the  spot,  and  had 
seen  the  blood  on  the  ground,  and  heard  of  the  groans, 
and  yet  he  did  not  suspect  that  a  murder  had  been 
committed.     Did  not  see  the  brains,  or  the  hair  on 
the  pistol,  till  Monday  morning.     Witness  ha#  not 
wilfully  done  wrong  in  not  communicating  these  facts 
earlier  to  Mr.  Mason,  the  Magistrate ;  for  he  thought 
that  as  there  i/ras  a  good  deal  of  drinking  going  on  at 
Probert*s,  that  some  of  them  were  going  to  London, 
and  that  some  one  belonging  to  the  family  had  con- 
cealed themselves  in  the  hedge,  and  fired  to  alarm  their 
^mpanions  as  they  passed. 

c  S 


Coroner.  You  have  Wid  u3  part  of  what  passed  be- 
t^teen  you  and  Probeft  on  Sunday  evening,  tell  the 
femairideri-^He  was  not  there^above  half  an  hour 
i^^ith  Prabcrt'.  - 

•  dotoftdt.  Was  not  sbhiethihg  said  by  Probert  about 
dragging  a  pond.? — There  was.     A  Mr^  Hewafd  was 

«>fe^ent;  dhd  Ptobert  ispoke  febout  fflling  up  his  p6rid« 
rrttifess.safd  it  wbuld  be  a  pity  to  have  the  pbiid  filled 
ifp.  To  thi^  it tv^s  replied, jokingly,  *'  It  shalljbe dragged 
first,  ^rld  sortie  large  fish  will  be  foiind  in  if-''  At  the 
tittle,  it  appfe'ars,  the  body  of  .the  deceased  was  in  this 

Satid.  Witness^  Wi*ofe  on  Monday ,Hhe  S7th,  to  Mr* 
fa^oh,'  and  inforfhed  him  he  suspected  a  murder  had 
oefen  cbmihilted.  The  road  to  Probert^s  cottage  was 
trnfr^qaented  by  almost  every  one  but  Ptobert  and 
the*  persons  df  rrdberl's  house.  Witness  had  for  some 
titiib  had  a  bad  opinion  of  tlie  persons  frequerttina 
Probert's,  but.he. did  not  suspect  tbat  they  would 
nfiurder  olie  another.  iThe  Coroner,  rept-ehericjed  the 
conduct  of  this,  .witness,  in  hot  giving  eiirlier  infdrma-' 
tion  16.  the  Magistriifss,  and  \v?«  surprised  that  after. 
ti6  had  feceived  the  ildody  pisfol,  hieard  of  the  grdaiiK, 
Scc.y  that  he  did  not  InstantiV  give  information,  instead 
of  visiting  Probert.^— Mr.  Nichdlls  r^ett^d  that  be 
had  delayed  making  the  communication  to  the  Magis- 
trates.— ^The  Coroneif  isaid,  that  he  acquitted  him  o^ 
any  intentional  wrong.  ' 

Soisan  Attn  tVbodrdofe,  servant  to  Probert,  provecl 
that  her  inasfer  came  home"  oii  t'riday,  abbiit  nine 
o'clock  at  night,  with  two  other  persons,  viz.,  libritand 
John  Irhiirtell,  both  of  wUgm  had  white  bat«  on  when 
'(hey  arrived.  Probert  gave  witness  some  pork  chopg, 
to  cook,  and  fold  hei*  not  to  get  Iheni  cooked  tUt  he 
canie  back ;  and  he  then  >vent  out  with  the  other  two 
gentlemen,  with  a  lantern  and  candled  *  Mrs.  l^ro- 
Bert  told  witness  that  they  weie  gone  to  Mr,  Nichblls  a 
6n  business.  They  left  the  bouse  about  ten  fS'^clock,' 
and  returned  about  eleven' ;  and  when  witness  took  the 
chops  into  the  parlour,  all  three  were  there,  and  supped.^ 
Hunt  and  John  Tburtell  sat  up  alt^Piid'ay  night,  smolU 
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fng  ahd  dtititirig ;  ^vhfethei*  they  tvent  put  in  the  night 
tm  coald  not  say.  Oil  Saturclay  m(frhing  she  saw 
John  Thurteh  sJttini*  on  k  'sofa  in  her  master's  room 
^hh  her  master's  Svnite  hat  oii^  and  Hunt  was  asleep 
cfn  «  chair  t  Mnnt  and  John  Thurfelf  left  the  house 
#bbuf  si<  d'cioct,  dtid  Probcrt  followed  thena ;  fhev 
fttorh^d  befbr6  Probeft,  add  were  absent  about  hafi 
An  bouf;  -Pt-obert  has  it  large  dog ;  she  could  not  say 
that  the  dog  V;6tit  out  whh  him  on  Saturday  morning. 
-Mrs.  Ptobeitand  b'6r  sister,  Miss  Koyes,  were  ^t' Pro- 
ofs ctJttagfe  bfl  Sunday,  and  also  the  two  THurtell»i 
Hdtit,  Hnd  W'oye^,  Mrs.  Plroberfs  brother.;  Mrs.  ProV 
ftefrt  t^a¥  With  tlfie^  <?otn]^aiiy  in  the.parlour  the  m-eateir 
Wrt  6t  the  day  i  ddd  oh  Monday  morning,  ^Dioraas 
xhtfrtell  atld  Jdtnfei^,  t^rbbert^s  boy,  went  away  in  a 
diacfse*;  witness  had  seen  John  Thurtell  with  a  vellow 
TOttdltercMe/.  Oh  Monday  evening  the  Thurtell^  and 
Htinrt  CAttie  td  Probert's  again,  and  left  soon  afterward* 
ftr  thd  th^fed ;  Mtt.  Probert  let  them  out  at  tlie  gate  ; 
5h^  did  hdt  bb3erve  &ny  thing  particular  about  tlie 
fi$fa'-patid;  6h6  did  tiot  hear  a  report  of  a  pistol  bn 
PViday  riight ;  Thomas  thurtell  did  not  arrive  at  Pro- 
ber I's  till  Sunday  last.  • 

^ams  Hdddif,  aged  tWteeh,  sworn.-^Had  lived 
iHth  Probert  levetl  nidnths,  and  IboRed  after  fcik  hors^ 
Aiid  gig.  La^t  Fdday  about  ten  o^cIock  at  i^ght,^ 
John  Thurtell  came  to*  his  masler^s  house  in  ft 
gig  didtie.  It  was  a  dark  grey  horse^  and  a  dark 
green  atid-black  gig.  lie  had  a  great  coat  on  of  -ek 
light  colouf.  His  outside  clothes  did  not  appear  to  bo 
dirty.  In  half  an  hour  Probert  came  in  with  another 
iHad.  The  gentleman  with  Thurtell  had  large  black 
whiskers.  Tile  gig  in  which  TTliurtell  came  appeared 
very  heavy,  aft  if  it  had  luggage  in  it.  Thurtell  never 
s^id  any  thing  to  him  about  ac  accident.  On  Sunday, 
aft  M  rtness  was  coming  from  Mr.  Nlcholls's,  he  saw 
seviiral  •*  lumps"  of  bfood  oh  the  dirt  heaps,  and  two 
hdlesih  the  hedge  in  Gilfs  Hill-lane.  Thurtell  brought, 
a  Stongg  jvith  him.  Probert,  Hunt,  and  John  Thurtell, , 
WCTt  biit'on  Friday  night,  about  teA  o^clock,  and  werS 
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absent  aboat  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  with  a  caodle 
and  a  lantern ;  they  all  returned  together.  Was  not 
aware^^f  Probert,  Hunt,  and  John  Thurteli  went 
toward'  the  pond  on  Friday  night  at  ten  o'clock.  [A 
mahogany  box^  &  double-barrelled  gun^  and  a  carpet 
bag  used  for  travelling,  the  property  of  the  deceased, 
were  shown  to  witness];  witness  saw  the  gun  and 
the  mahogany  case  at  Probert's  on  Saturday  momio|^ 
lie  ailso  saw  a  bag  resembling  the  one  produced.  Saw 
John  Thurteli  on  Saturday  morning  when  he  went 
away  with  Hunt  about  seven  o'clock ;  he  then  wore 
Wellington  bootS|  very  dirty  all  over,  his  trowsers  were 
very  dirty  about  the  legs,  his  coat  was  dirty  on  the 
back  and  arms,  and  he  appeared  to  have  been  on  the 
ground.  The  same  morning  John  Thurteli  had  his 
blue  dr6s8  coat  off,  and  Hunt  was  spon^bg  it  as  i( 
hung  on  the  door  in  the  kitchen ;  there  was  no  blood 
on  the  blue  coat,  but  there  were  spots  of  blood  on  hia 
light  great  coat.  [A  coat  found  by  Ruthven  in  Hunt's 
lodgings  was  produced.]  Witness  could  not  identify 
It ;  a  large  piece  of  sponge  produced  was  identified  by 
him  to  be  that  used  by  John  Thurteli  and  Hunt,  ia 
sponging  the  bloody  clothes.  On  Sunday,  John 
Thurteli,  Thomas  Thurteli,  Hunt,  Probert,  Mr. 
Noyes,  Mr.  Heward,  and  Mr.  Nich611s,  were  at  Pro- 
bert's.  On  Monday  morning  Probert  told  him  to 
clean  himself  to  go  to  town  with  Hunt  and  Thpmas 
Thurteli ;  he  did  so,  and  accompanied  diem  to  Loo- 
dbn ;  Hunt  drove  them  to  the  Coach  and  Horses, 
Conduit-street ;  left  witness  there,  and  told  him  Pro- 
bert would  come  to  him  in  two  hours ;  John  Thurteli 
got  opt  of  the  chaise,  and  Hunt  drove  away.  Did  not 
see  Probert  on  the  Monday  or  Tuesday ;  a  Police 
Officer  took  him  away  on  Wednesday ;  witness  had 
never  before  been*  taken  to  town. 

Thomas  Abel  Ward,  of  Watford,  surgeon,  sworn. — I 
was  present  at  the  examination  of  the  body  of  the  de- 
ceased person.  The  immediate  cause  of  death  was  a 
wound  on  the  anterior  angle  of  the  parietal  bone,  given 
by  some  instrument,  which,  from  the  marks,  I  am  in- 


dinad  t6  BeHere  wn  the  barrel  of  a  pistol '  Part  of 
the  skoU  was  beat  into  the  brains.  There  wad  aootber 
wound  under  the  protuberance  of  the  right  cheek-bone, 
whsd^  bad  the  appearance  of  a  common  gun  or  pbtol* 
sbot  wound,  an(hthe  ball  repelled  by  the  cheek*bone. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  wound  on  the  right  cheek 
was  not  of  a  nature  to  cause  death ;  but  that  the  de- 
ceased died  from  the  beating  on  the  skuli  with  the 
pistol  battel.  The  injury  wair  of  that  nature,  that  I 
conceive  the  pistol  barrel  must  have  been  punched- 
with  desperate  violence  into  the  skuU  of  the  unforta^ 
nale  man  .^-^ Witness  here  produced  a  piece  of  der' 
ceased's  sknU  bone,  which  he  had  extracted  from  the. 
brains  of  tlie  deceased  on  opening  the  head.]  I  also 
observed  a  wojond  cot  by  a  sharp  instrument  on  each 
*^de  of  the  throat ;  the  jugubr  on  the  left  side  was  di- 
vided, and  the  wound  was  sufficient  to  occasion  death. 
The  wound  on  the  ri^  aicfe  of  Hke  throat  did  not  in- 
jure any  parts  of  vitality,  but  merely  severed  .the  flesh 
under  liie  ear.    - 

.  Chrmar, — Itseems  that  after  the  deceased  was  shot, 
he  was  able  to  struggle  with  his  tnurderer,  aod  that  he 
received  this  blows  on  the  bead  when  resisting,  and  to 
make  sure,  as ''  dead  men  tell  no  tales,''  his  murderens 
QOtnpleted  their  horrid  work  by  cutting  his  throat. 

Thomoi ,  Joseph  RuthvcHy  an  officer  of  Bow-street, 
sworn. — ^In  OHisequence  of  information  which  caused 
me  to  suspect  be  was  concerned  in  the  murder  of  Mr. 
Weare,  I  appreh^ided  J.  Thurtell  at  Mr.  Tetsall*s» 
Uie  Coacih  and  Horses,  Conduit*street,  aiid  found  a 
pistol  on  h\i  person,  which  I  produce.  It  is  the 
feUoac  to  the  one  produced  by  Mr.  NithoUs,  found  in 
the  l^ne  near  Proberl'B  house.  In  his  waistcoat  I 
found*iien  sw%n  shot,  a  penknife,  and  a  piatol  key. 
When  I  entered  his  apartment,  he  knew  me,  and 
begspat.to  tiilk  about  the  bill  found  against  hiai  and  his 
brother  for  a  oonsplracy  to  defraud  the  Fire-officet 
and  I  did  not. undeceive  him  as  to  the  nature  of  my 
erniia^  till  }  hud  put  the  handcuffs  on  him.  He 
^^1^ :  n^  ( trf^i^t^Dce.    I  found  a  purlin  oecl^erchief 
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alflottt  lohri  TfaprteH's  lodgirigi  [heprodwiBii  k] ;  it  is  • 
bk)ody,  and  is  marked  '^  T*  TburtelL*'     He  tbU  me 
tl^t  he  soimstimeB  ^ore  Jiia  iNfOther's  ditngk.    I  aka 
pmitx^  a  «birt,  with  no  Miuurks  on  k^  and  a  bbck 
HcftiaCoDat,  which  I  tookr  off  Hm .  haxk ;  .\t  .ia  bkiody; 
partknlariy  aboat  oDe  of  the  pockdts^  as  if  a  Uooiiyl 
band  had  been  thrust  into  it»     l^ibo  prochiee  a  coat^' 
which  I  took  off  his  back,  which  is  very  bloody  in; 
several  places.     [These  articles  wfens  exhibited  to  tke- 
Jury].    {  also  peoduce  a  home,  pisttol/  wkteh  I  foand  • 
at  Mr.  Tetsairs,  and  Mr.  Tetsall  told  me  lliat  he  had 
lest  the  felloyir  ilo  it.    On  seardhing  Huntfs  4o€%ings  I 
fodnd  a  doubfe^fadneled  gun*  makers  naikie  ^^  Mahton/'  * 
and  a  jnahogaoy  baekgnntmon^boafd,  containkig'two 
iAce.  boxes  and  a  pair  pi  dice,  also  a  large  sponge,  and' 
a  shootmgsjadket^  with  a  call  or  wbistk.    1  also  found 
a  traveiUng  bag'  codtaintng  shirts^  marked  ''  W.  W.,** 
the  initials  of  the  deceased;  «  variety  Of  eUooting  ini- 
pfameots,  and  a  piece  49f  cord.    ' 

The  cord  was  produced  by  Rnthven,  and  on  exaini«* 
nation  was  found  to  correspond'  exactly  with  that  with 
wiiiob  the  legs  of  the  deceased  were  titd*  t<^hen 
Mr.  Rexworthy  identified  several  of  the'sirdcles  found 
l^  ^thv^n  iriHuiits  lodgings,  as  the  property  of 
Weai^,*and  Mr,  Ward^  the  enrgeoi),  was  of  <!^inioa^ 
that  Ae  wounds  in  the  dec4iased*s  throat  Were  inflicied 
%  an  fnat^tin^ent  simUar  to  the  knifp  produced. 

•' Ht/M^ /u^Mr.  Coroner,  I  am  reguestet}  hy  Pro* 
hsrt,  ^ say'diat  he  wishes  to  make  some  Qommiinf^a- 
tk)n't<>  "^o^  \  he  says  ^  that  he  will  not  ^ie  with  ti^s  in 
bleTOOut6."  ,       '  '  "  ^ 

'  i^t^M«^r*~lf  he  has  anything  to  say  Ican^Mi^e 
db  ohjjsctiofi  to  h^r  hitn ;  but  he  must  be  warned  that 
h^;  dote'  it  at  hi6  own  peril,  tvithout  ainy  pmmne  or" 
net^yeiil'on  th^  ^^  of  the  Magisttatee.  • 

^"^Thmd^UdU^ ^  boy  in  the  empi^of  Mr.  Jnnoe^ 
W^rd^Uy  ([the  6wn^  of  Gill  VMiil  Cottage^  deposed 
rtmt  h«  M-^seleai^mg  oift  Prober^  Mible,'and  unJe^  a 
te^p  of 'Mig  found  a  iom  and  bloddy  shirt,  and  a  sack 
tied  lA'ahtitidie.    Tilf&  shirt  ^und  in  Jc^^ortdlV 
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Jod^aaffi^  Iqr  RutbvcDt  on  bdng  oonpoed  with  the 

blobdy  sbiftf  were  of  the  same  make,  and  marked  with 

ibe  deceaaed'a  initials.  The .  sack  was  soaked  with  wet. 

Rathveo  entered  the  jury^room*  and  stated  to  the 

Coroner  that  he  had  been  with  Probert  again,  and 

had  told  bim  that  he  understood  that  he  (Probert) 

wished  to  make  some  communioatipn.    Probert  re 

plied,  *^  I  have  no  objection  to  see  the  Coroner  and 

Ma^lrates,''    He  (Authven)  told  him  that  he  might 

hare  no  objection ;  bat  the  question  was,  did  he  wish 

to  see  them  or  not  ?    Probert  said,  /^  What  had  I 

better  do,  can  you  advise  me  ?"    He  answered  that  he 

could  not  advise,  for  he  must  know  his  own  situation 

best.     Probert  then  expressed  a  decided  wish  to  scq 

the  noagistrates,  and  tbey  went  to  him,  and  were  with 

him  for  a  considerable  time ;  3nd  be  confessed  all  he 

knew  of  the  matter.    He  stated  that  his  was  not  the 

hand  tiiat  committed  the  mtti^r,.and  diat  after  it  was 

perpetmted,  John  Tbartell  threatened  to  munler  him 

if  he  opened  his  lips  on  the  subject,  and  told  him  that 

he  had  picked  out  sevanteep  persons  of  substance  that 

he  intended  to  rob  and  murder,  and  that  the  deceased 

^as  oneof  them. 

The  evidence  was  thep  read  over  to  the  different 
witnesses,  and  most  of  them  were  bouiid  over  to  ap^ 
pear  at  the  next  Hertfoiid  as^i;qss» : 

The  Cortm^r  said,  that  it  was  impossible  to  go 
.through  the  whc4e  of  tlie  evidence  that  day,  and  he 
therefore  adjourned  ibe  inquest 

On  the  fotlowing  day,  at  twelve  o'clock,  the  Coro*^ 
ner  and  Jury  re-assembled^  and  the  prisoners,  Probert,' 
Hunt,  and  Thurtell,  wiio  bad  been  confined  during 
the  preceding  nigbt  in  St.  Alton's  Gaol,  arrived  in 
three  chaises,  attended  by  the  local  police.  A  consi- 
derable crowd  was  collected  in  front  of  the  inn,  whose 
expressions  evinced,  the  strong  indignation  which  this 
foul  murder  .h$d  excited.  .  The  prisoners  were  con- 
ducted into  separate  loomj,  under  the  care  of  the  offi- 
cers. Tbey  were  relieived  from  their  irons,  and  from 
.all  unnecgMwy  potf^axm.    Soon  afker  the  Magistrates 
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had  takefi  their  seats,  Mr.  Noel,  the  3olii:itOi>  eateied; 
the  room,  and  said  that  Thomas  Thurtell  had  express* 
ed  a  wisli,  before  the  examination  proceeded,  to  have 
some  communicatioD  with  him  (Mr.  Noel,)  and  the 
Coroner.  To  which  the  Magistrates  said  tb^  saw  n^ 
objection,  if  the  prisoner  wished  it 

The  new  sack,  in  which  the  body  was  founds  was 
then  produced  before  the  Jary,  and  laid  on  the  table. 
It  was  split  from  top  to  bottom,  and  at  the  bottom 
there  was  a  krge  stam  of  blood — ^this  was  where  the 
head  had  rested.  A  plan  of  .Probert*s  cottage  and 
grounds  was  then  produced ;  it  was  neatly  executed, 
and  gave  a  complete  key  to  the  circumstances  detailed 
by  the  witnesses* 

Information  was  now  given  to  the  Magistrates,  that 
Hunt  and  Probert,  on  their  way  down  on  the  night  of 
the  murder,  had  purchased  half  a  bushel  of  corn  at 
Edgware,  and  that  they  had  also  stopped  at  the  house 
of  a  publican  of  the  name  of  Clarke,  at  Edgware,  with 
whom  they  were  acquainted.  This  inteHigence  led  to 
thi  fottmiDig  QTplanation : 

Hunt  entered  into  conversation  with  Clarke,  on  the 
subject  of  the  bill  of  indictment  which  had  been  pr6>> 
ferred  against  the  Thurtells,  for  conspiring  to  set  their 
house  on  fire  in  Watling-street ;  Clarke,  who  knew 
the  Thurtells,  said  it  was  a  bad  business ;  on  which 
Hunt  took  out  a  newspaper,  containing  a  contradic- 
tion to  the  statement  that  the  bill  had  been  found. 
Probert  now  seemed  rery  impatient  to  be  off ;  and 

.  Clarke,  while  they  stood  in  the  house,  heard  another 
chaise  and  horse  drive  by.  They  at  last  set  off  to- 
wards Elstree  at  great  speed.  On  the  Sunday  morn- 
ing, Thurtell  called  at  Clarke's,  as  he  was  going  down 
to  J?robert*s  to  dine ;  he  asked,  if  Mrs.  C.  had  any 
lemons  (Clarke  being  out),  and  took  some  with  him, 
as  he  said,  to  make  punch.  He  afterwards  met 
Clarke  in  Edgware,  and  shook  hands  with  him:  Clarlae 
remarked,  that  he  looked  very  ill,  and  he  assigned  his 
agitated  appearance  to  the  pressure  of  his  own  ptir- 

,  ^ate  afiaiss :  be  then  drove  on.    Clarkp  saw  Hunt  on 
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¥riday  at  Efeb^ ;  and  in  consequence  of  isome  bus- 
pkioQ  that  he  bad  been  conveying  information  from 
one  prisoner  to  the  otfieir,  he  was  called  before  the 
Magistrates;  but,  upon  being  questioned,  he  stated, 
that  be  had  been  merely  speaking  to  Hunt  of  the 
atrocity  of  his  conduct.  The  Magistrate  asked  what 
he  had  said  to  Probert  ?  Garke  said,  that  the  words  he 
used  were  these:  **  Good  God !  how  could  you  call 
and  drink  and  joke  the  way  you  did  at  my  house, 
when  you  had  concerted,  and  were  about  to  commit 
*Bch  a  horrid  murder?**  The  Magistrate  asked,  if 
that  was  ali  he  had  said  ?  Cliirke  replied,  that  he  be- 
lieved be  said  to  Probert,  '^  that  it  was  a  horrid  and 
brutal  piece  of  business,  and  he  believed  they  were  all 
in  it."  Clarke  declared  that  he  had  not  spoken  to 
the  other  prisoners.  The  Magistrate  then  dismissed' 
him,  expressing  satisfaction  at  his  explanation.  On 
Friday,  Hunt  was  spoken  to  by  a  person  who  had 
been  an  acquaintance  of  the  deceased,  who  asked  him, 
how  he  could  have  joined  in  such  a  horrible  trans- 
action ?  Hunt  replied,  "  I  did  not  do  the  act ;  I  cer- 
tainly knew  of  its  being  concerted  for  some  time 
before  it  took  place;  and  a  fortnight  before,  I  went  to 
Mn  Rex  worthy's,  to  inform  him  of  the  intention  to 
murder  and  job  his  friend  Weare ;  but  when  I  was 
about  to  communicate  the  fact  to  him,  I  had  not  tlie 
heart  to  do  it." 

.    The  Coroner  gave  orders  that  no  person  whatever 
should  be  admitted  to  the  prisoners. 

The  Inquest  then  proceeded;  and  Mr.  Charles 
jLetnn.and  Mr.  Qeorgc  Jones  proved  tlie  finding  of 
the  body  in  the  pond  in  the  way  already  described, 

Mr.  Heward  was  called  in.  He  was  proprietor  of 
the  cottage  occupied  by  Mr.  Probert,  at  Gill's-hill ; 
it  was  a  leasehold,  and  he  let  it  furnished;  wtness 
lives  at  68,  Hatton  Grar  len;  had  known  Probert  for 
four  years;  on  Wednes('  y  last  had  Proberfs  goods 
seized  for  rent ;  witness  s  aw  a  caravan  in  the  yard  on 
Tuesday  morning  befoie  he  had  the  seizure  made,  and- 
understood  Probert  was  going  to  move. 

D9 
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After  the  examioatkm  of  this  witness,  some  ctv^ 
verbatiod  took  place  between  the  Magbtrates^  the 
Coroner,  and  Mr.  Noel,  as  to  the  coarse  which  it 
might-  be  expedient  to  take  with  respect  to  the  confes* 

sion  oi^  Hunt* 

-■»•'■•  ^ 

The  Coroner  said,  it  was  his  duty  to  inquiry  into 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  murder,  and  use  every 
exertion  in  his  power  to  unravel  the  whole  affair ;  he 
should,  therefore,  have  Hunt  brou^t  before  him,  and 
whatever  he  thought  proper  voluntarily  to  state,  it  was 
his  duty  to  hear;  but  he  would  holdout  no  promise, 
nor  would  he  give  him  any  hope  from  any  discbsure 
he  might  choose  to  make. 

The  prisoner  Hunt  was  then  called  in.  He  usually 
wore  very  large  black  whiskers,  which  had  been  shaved 
off,  and  he  came  forward  apparently  not  much  af- 
fected, by  his  situation. 

The  Coroner  then  addressed  him  to  the  follqwing 
effect :— ''  I  have  thought  proper  to  send  for  you. 
Hunt,  to  ask  you,  whedier  ypu  choose  to  make  any 
statement  to  the  Inquest  which  »  now  assembled  r  I 
think  it  my  duty,  however,  in  the  first  instance,  to  ex- 
plain in  what  manner  I  shall  receive  what  you  may 
think  proper  to  say :  I  shall  not  receive  it  as  evidence, 
nor.  shall  I  examine  you  on  oath ;  if  you  think  it 
right  to  say  any  thing,  I  am  ready  to  hear  you;  but 
from  me  you  are  to  understantd  that  you  have  no  sort 
of  promise  either  of  reward  or  otherwise.  I  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  receive  your  voluntary  account  of 
the  horrible  transaction,  to  which  our  attention  is  now 
directed.'*.  Hunt  said  he  was  rei^dy  to  repeat  what 
he  had  already  said. 

Mr.  Noelf  who  appeared  anxious  that  the  prisoner 
should  not  act  under  a  misapprehension,  interposed,- 
and  said,  that  the  confession  made  by  him  before  the 
Maj^istrates,  could  not  in  any  way  interfere  with  the 
proceeding  in  which  they  were  engaged .  that  day. 
The  Magistrates  would,  in  good  faith, and  at  the  proper 
time,  submit  the  confession  he  had  made  to  them  to 
the  (TonsideratioB  of  the  Court    What  be  might  JKyf 


sfeQf  in  tx>  way  coroprodiised  the  MagpstntM^  and 
must  come  from  himself  on  the  terms  stated  by  fht 
CSoroner. 

Hunt. — ^Thank  you,  Gentlemen;  I  am  ready  to 
awer  you  any  question. 

C»aner. — I  am  now  ready  to  hear  any  thing  yon 
have  to  say  touching  the  death  of  William  Weare. 

Mr.  Noel  being  still  anxious  that  the  prisoner 
ahodd  not  be  led  into  any  mistake,  desired  that  b^ 
might  leave  the  room,  and  a  conversation  took  place 
as  Co  the  expediency  of  taking  his  statetaent,  when 
the  Coroner  thought,  that  wiSi  the  caution  he  had 
received,  his  story  might  be  fairly  heard,  and  he  was 
bound  to  receive  it  Hunt  being  ^ffin  recalled,  Mu 
Noel  addressed  him  thus :— -*'  Since  you  have  been 
out  of  the  room,  a  discussion  has  taken  place  on  the 
part  of  the  Ma^trates  tQ  whom  yon  made  a  eon- 
£^ion  under  a  pledge,  and  they  think  it  proper 
that  you  should  understand  their  pledge  does  not  ex* 
tend  to  any  thing  yoq  may  say  here.  They  will  state 
jfour  confession  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  Stat^  with 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  taken,  and  it 
will  no  doubt  recave  a  fit  consideration.  You  will 
now  use  your  own  discretion,  and  either  tell  youjr 
story  to  the  presrat  Jury  or  not,  as  you  think  proper.'* 
The  Caroner.'^We  are  willing  to  receive  any  states 
qient  you  may  give  us,  but  we  do  not  ask  you  to  com* 
mit  yourself  in  any  way  whatever  before  this  Jury. 

iiunt.'^l  perfectly  understand,  and  I  shall  tell  the 
whole  truth.  He  then  proceeded  to  give  the  follow- 
ing Statement  in  a  cool,  collected,  and  precise  manner, 
sometimes  sighing  heavily,  as  he  paused  for  it  to  be 
written  down. 

HUNPS  STATEMENT. 

^*  In  consequence  of  an  indictment  against  John 
Thurtell  and  Thomas  Thdrtell,  for  defrauding  the 
County  Fire  Office  of  1900  and  odd  pounds,  Thomas 
find  John  Thurtell  left  the  Cock  Tavern  in  the  Hny* 
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Imarket,'  and  took  ttieir  r^idenqe  at  a  Mr,  Tetsell's, 
^the  Coachand  HorsesO  in  Conduit-street,  Bond-street. 
I  was  invited  to  dine  with  them.  I  called  there  od 
^e  Friday  morning*  Oct  24,  when  John  Thurtell  in- 
vited xne  to  take  a  walk.  I  walked  with  him  as  far  as 
Jifeh-street,  Mary*te-bcme»  We  stopped  at  a  jewel- 
ler s  shop ;  while  we  were  looking  there,  John  Thui^ 
tell  observed  a  pkir  of  pistols,  which  he  said  he  would 
go  and  look  at,  for  he  wanted  to  purchase  some.  They 
were  marked  ]/.  I7^«  Sd* 

*^  John  Thurtell  a^ked  me  after  dinner,  if  I  knew 
whiere  I  eould  get  a  gig.  He  gave  me  1/.  105.  for  the 
gi^.  He  told  me  npt  to  say  that  the  gig  was  going  to 
liertford,  but  to  Dartford.  I  returned  with  the  gig 
to  the  Coach  and  Horses  about  a  quarter  before  five. 
'John  ThurtjeH  immediately  got  into  the  gig,  said  he 
€duld  not  wait  a^y  longer,  as  be  had  a  getitleman  to 
meet.  After  he  was  gone,  Probert  said  to  me, 
'  As  John  ThurteU  has  gone  down  to  the  cottage, 
have  you  any  objection  to  take  a  seat  in  my  gig,  as  he 
(Johft  ThurteU)  is  obliged  to  be  out  of  the  way,  ib 
eonsequence  of  the  warrant  out  against  him  for  the 
conspiracy ;  most  likely  we  should  spend  a  pleasant 
evening  together.^ 

"About  six  o'clock  on  Friday  evening,  Probert*s 

f'g  was  brought  to  the  door  of  the  Coach  and  Horses ; 
took  a  seat  in  the  gig :  we  proceeded  as  far  as 
Oxford-street.  Probert  sud  we  must  take  something 
home  for  supper:  we  stepped  at  a  pork-shop,  xvkere 
I  got  out  and  purchased  a  loin  of  pork.  We  proceeded 
from  there  as  far  as  Mr.  Harding's,  a  publican  in  the 
Edge  ware-road,  where  we  had  a  glass  of  brandy  and 
water.  From  thence  we  proceeded  as  far  as  a  Mr. 
Clarke's,  another  publican,  and  had  two  more  glasses 
of  brandy  and  water ;  from  there  we  proceeded  to  this 
house  (the  Artichoke.)  We  had  three,  but  from  what 
appears  from  the  landlord,  Mr.  Field,  we  had  five  more 
glasses.  We  did  not  get  out  of  the  gig  here. — 
Probert  observed  to  Mr.  Field,  that  the  friend  that 
was  with  him  could  sing  a  very  excellent   song. 
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IPrcSbett  wished  me  to  s!ng  a  verse,  but  I  declsDed« 
*We  proceeded  from  this  house  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile.  Probert  stopped  the  gig,  and  said  to  me» 
*  Hunt,  you  get  out,  and  wait  my  return ;'  I  did  80« 
About  half  an  hour  or  more  might  have  elapsed  when 
Probert  returned,  and  desired  me  to  get  into  the 

gig* 

**  When  we  arrived  at  the  cottage,  John  Thnrtell 

in  the  stable.      Probert  said  to  me,  ^  Hunt,   take 

that  loin  of  pork  out  of  the  gig/    I  took  the  pork 

into  the  kitchen,  and  remained  in  the  kitchen  about 

ten  minutes,  when  John  Thurtell  and  Probert  fpl-» 

lowed.     We  went  into  the  parlour ;  I  was  introduced 

to  Mrs.  Probert^    John  Thurtell  then  called  me  and 

Probert  into  the  garden^  and  said,    '  I  have  killed 

that  — ^  that  robbed  me  of  SOO/.  at  blind  hookey, 

*  Good  God  f  said  Probert,  ^  John,  surely  you  have 

not  been  guilty  of  so  rash  an  act?*    John  Thurtell 

immediately  took*  from  his  pocket  a  very  handsome 

gold  watch,  and  said,  'Do  you  believe  me  now?  and 

if  yon  will  go  with  me,  I  wUl  shew  you  where  he  liea 

dead  behind  a  hedge.'     Probert  then  said, '  This  has 

taken  such  an  effect  on  me,  that  I  must  retire  and  get 

some  brandy/ 

'^  We  then  went  into  the  parlour ;  the  supper  was 

brou^t  in,  which  consisted  of  pork  chops,  the  loin  I 

brought  down  having  been  cut  into  chops.      I  ate 

five  chops,  and  so  did  Probert.    John  Thurtell  de^ 

dined  eating  any,  as  he  complained  of  being  extremely. 

sick.      Probert  and  I  then  went  into  the  gardeii 

again,  when  probert  said   to  me,  '  Surely,  Hunt, 

this  man  has  not  been  guilty  of  murder?*   I  observed 

it  looked  very  suspicious,  he  (John  Thurtell)  having 

so  valuable  a  watch.    John  Thurtell  followed,  and 

asked   Probert   and   myself  if    we    would   accom«- 

pan^  and  assist  him  in  carrying  the   dead,  maru 

During  this  time  Mrs.  Probert  was  gone  to  bed. 

John  Thurtell  said,  if  neither  of  you  will  assist,  1 

will  go  myself.    He  accbrdingly  went  by  hiinself>  and 

was  gone  about  ten  minutes  or  a  quarter  of  an^  bouiL 
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During  flietimelie  was  gone^Probert  said  to  ooei  'If 
ibis  is  the  case,  Uant»  that  John  Tburteli  has  mar 
dered  the  man,  it  will,  altimatety,  be  the  rain  of  me 
and  mv  family/ 

^'  After  tbis  conversation  was  over  between  me  and 
Probert,  John  Thurtell  returned,  saying  —  *  This 
■  is  too  heavy  for  uie ;  and  if  you  won't  assist  me, 
I  shall  pat  the  bridle  on  my  horse,  and  throw  the 
dead  man  across  his  back/  He  accordingly  put  the 
bridle  on  hj^  horse  for  that  purpose.  Probert  and  lue, 
while  he  was  gone  the  second  tinie^  went  into  tiie 
pariour,  and  be  said  to  me,  *  Hunt,  this  has  taken 
sudi  an  dfect  on  oie,  and  I  am  sq  agitated,  that  I 
don't  know  what  to  do  V  He  said,  what  will  my 
wife  think?*  John  Tburteli  then  returned  to  us  in  the- 
parlour,  and  said  to  Probert  and  myself,  *  I  have 
thrown  the  dead  man  into  your  fish-pond/  '  Then,- 
by.  .1  ■  '  ,Sir/  said  Probat,  ^  I  insist  upon  your  im-. 
ciDiediately  going  and  taking  bim  away  off  my  pre- 
mises, for  such  conduct  w*fll  evidently  be  my  ruin/ 
Me  and  Probert,  and  John  Thurtell,  went  to  the 
pond,  where  we  saw  the  toes  of  a  man,  John  Thurtell 
then  got  a  line  or  rope,  stod  threw  it  round  the  feet, 
then  dragged  it  to  the  centre  of  the  pond.  John 
Thartril  men  sc^id  to  Probert,  *  Don't  give  your* 
self  a  moment's  uneasiness,  the  man  shall  not  remaia 
here  long*— you  well  know,  Probert,  that  I  would  not 
do  any  thing  that  woifld  injure  you  or  your  family/ 
.  We  then  went  into  the  parlour ;  John  Thurtell  threw^ 
himself  upon  some  chairs,  Probert  went  up  to  his 
wife,  I  believe ;  I  sat  in  an  arm*chair.  ^ext  morn* 
ing,  after  breakfast,  Probert  said,  ^  Vou  are  going 
to  town,'  to  me  and  John  TImrtell ;  *'  but  I  sliau 


beef  w|tb  you,  or  we  shall  have  nothing  for  diimer/ 
We  then  left  the  cott^^  and  went  to  London.  I 
eft  John  Tburteli  at  Mr.  Tetsell^s^  tbe  Coach  a«| 
HcNTses,  with  his  brother  Thomas. 
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'^  On  Saoday  iiiorniog  we  left  Mr.  Tet8eU*s  in  a  gig, 
taking  with  us  a  piece  of  roaat  beef  and  two  bottles  of 
rum.  John  Tburtell  said  to  me »  when  we  got  as  far 
as  Tyburn,  '  My  brother  Tom  is  a-bead  $md  Thomas 
Noyes.'  (Thomas  Noyes  is  the  brother-in-law  of 
Probert,)  When  we  got  to  the  bottom  of  Maida-hiil 
we  took  up  Thomas  Tburtell,  who  joined  us  for  the 
express  purpose  of  seeing  his  two  children,  that  had 
b<^  oa;A  visit  to  Probert's.  When  we  had  tra- 
velled three  or  four  miles  from  Maida-hill,  we  met 
Thomas  Noyes.  John  Tburtell  got  ont  of  the  gig, 
.leaving  me  and  Thomas  Tburtell  together  in  it,  to 
niake  the  best  of  our  way  to  the  cottage,  in  order  that 
Thqmf^  Tburtell  might  put  Probert^s  horse  into 
his  gig  to  fetch  John  Tburtell  and  Mr.  Noyes.  When 
we  arrived  at  the  cottage,  the  horse  that  we  went 
down  with  was  taken  out  of  the  gig  and  Prober t's 
pu(  io.  After  Thomas  Tburtell  was  gone  to  fetch 
Mr^  Noyes  and  John  Tburtell,  Probert  said  to 
m^  ^  I  'h^Lve  not  had  a  moment's  peace  since  I  saw 
you  last,  in  consequence  of  that  man  lying  iti  my 
pc^pd/  My  reply  was  '  I  am  sure  you  have  not  had 
a  more  restless  night  than  myself/  Shortly  after  that 
.7hQiptls  iin<^  John  Tburtell  and  Mr.  Noyes  arrived  at 
the  cottagb* 

**  We  then,  I  mean  the  whde  four  of  us,  (Hunt, 
Thomas  and  John  Tburtell,  and  Noyes,)  walked 
across  a  ploughed  field  into  a  lane,  and  returned  to  the 
cottage.  When  we  arrived  at  the  cottage,  there  was 
a  gentleman  whose  name  I  do  not  know,  but  I  believe 
him  to  be  the  gentleman  that  owns  the  estate,  came 
in. — ^Mr.  No3%8,  the  Thurtells,  and  myself,  walked 
about  the  groimds  till  we  were  called  in  by  one  of 
Thomas  Thurtell's  children  to  dinner.  After  dinner 
we  had  some  rum  and  water,  and  sat  for  the  space  of 
three  hours,  and  tlien  had  tea.  After  tea  we  had 
$oo)e  more  rum  and  water,  and  then  we  went  to 
tha  stable  to  see  the  horses.  We  then  had  supper. 
Ji>hn  Tburtell,  myself,  Thomas  Noyes,  and  Pro- 
Vlllt  9»%  up  till  about  half-past  one.    Probert  and 
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Thomas  1  hurtell  then  went  to  bed,  leaving  me,  John 
Thurtell,  and  Noyes  up. 

**  About  half  an  hour  after  they  were  gone  to,  bed, 
Thoman  Noyes  followed,  leaving  John  ThurteH  and 
myself  in  the  parlour.  I  said  to  J.  Thurtell,  I  shall 
lay  down  on  the  sofa,  He  said  be  would  sit  up  and 
smoke.  I  left  him  smoking  by  the  fire^  with  his  back 
towards  me,  and  I  laid  down,  pulling  my  great  coat 
over  me.  About  half-past  six  in  the  morning  the  ser- 
vant came  into  the  room.  J.  Thurtell  asked  if  the  boy 
Jem  was  up.  The  servant  said  '  No.'  During  this 
time,  Probert  came  down  stairs,  and  the  boy  fol- 
lowed. He  desired  the  boy  to  put  the  horse  in  his  own 
gig,  which  was  done  immediately,  and  Thomas  Thmr- 
teil  and  myself  came  to  town,  bringing  with  us  the  boy 
called  '  Jem.'  When  we  got  as  far  as  the  Bald  Face 
Stage,  we  breakfasted.  From  thence  we  went  to  Mr. 
Tetsell's,  where  Thomas  Thurtell  was  informed,  that 
the  bail  he  bad  put  in  was  not  accepted.  About  half- 
past  eleven  r  called  at  my  mother's,  in  Cumberland* 
street.  New-road.  After  I  had  seen  her,  going  from 
the  New-road  toward  the  Yorkshire  Stingo,  I  met 
John  Thurtell,  Thomas  Noyes,  and  Miss  Noyes,  his 
sister.  John  Thurtell  ashed  me  if  the  bail  was  ac- 
cepted ?  I  said  *  No.*  He  then  got  out  of  the  gig, 
and  T.  Noyes  and  his  sister  drove  a^ay.  I  and  John 
Thurtell  walked  to  Mr.  Tetsell's.  T.  ThDriell-  asked 
me  if  I  would  return  on  that  day  and  inform  Pro- 
bert that  his  bail  had  been  refused^  to  which  I  con* 
serited  ;  about  half-past  four  I  started ;  as  I  was  going 
along,  John  Thurtell  came  to  the  end  of  the  street  to 
me,  and  said,  *  If  you  are  going  to  Probert's  I  may 
as  M'ell  go  with  you,  and  get  that  man  away,'  (mean- 
ing the  man  that  was  left  in  the  pond).  I  said,  Mf 
you  are  going  upon  that  business,  don't  expect  me  to 
aid  or  assist  in  any  way/  We  came  and  stopped 
at  this  house;  and  went  to  Probert's.  I  informed 
Probert,  in  the  presence  of  his  wife,  that  Thomas 
Thurtell  had  requested  me  to  come  down,  as  that 
evening,  to  iKnayv  whether  he  could  appoint  any  other 
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person  to  beccmie  bail  ?     Probert  said  it  was  useless 
for  him  to  write,  for  that  he  would  be  up  in  town  us 
early  as  possible  the  following  morning ;  we  then  had 
part  of  a  cold  duck  and  some  ale.     J.  ThurtcU  then 
called  Probert  out ;    Probert  was  absent  about  ten 
Biinutes,  and  then  returned  by  iumself ;  shortly  after 
that,  J.  Thurtell  asked  me  and  Probert  if  we  would 
put  his  horse  in  tlie  gig,  and  take  it  round  to  the  se- 
cond gate  ?     We  put  the  horse  to,  and  did  so.     John 
Thurtell  then  came  across  a  small  field,  with  a  deau 
man  in  a  sack,  with  his  legs  hanging  out ;  he  then 
fisked  Probert  to  assist  him  to  put  the  dead  body  in 
the  chaise,  whi^h  Probert  refused  to  do ;  Probert  uii« 
mediately  ran  away,  and  said  I  cannot  stop  any  longer, 
my  wife  will  think  it  very  strange ;  he  then  asked  me 
to  assist  him ;  I  refused,  saying,  the  sight  of  a  dead 
man  was  quite  enough^  without  touching  it.    John 
Thurtell  then  put  the  corpse  in  the  chaise,  and  tied 
the  feet  to  the  dashing  iron  ;  he  asked  me  if  I  would 
get  into  the  gig,  but  1  declined,  and  told  him  that  I 
would  walk  on,  and  he  would  overtake  me  ;  when  I 
got  within  a  short  distance  of  this  house,  John  Thur- 
tell told  me  tbaj;  he  had  thrdivn  the  corpse  into  that 
marshy  pond  I  had  just  passed.     I  then  got  into  the 
gig)  and  left  John  Thurtell  about  two  o'clock  that 
morning,  at  the  house  where  he  then  lodged,  and  went 
borne  myself  immediately.     That,  gentlemen,  is  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  I  have  to  give  to-night." 
,   liunt,  at  a  subsequent  period,  conuiiunicated  the 
following  particulars : — **  On  the  return  of  Thurtell, 
after  the  body  was  removed  from  the  lane,  and  sunk 
in  Probcrt's  pond,  Thurtell  produced  the  reader  (the 
flash  term  for  note-case),  out  of  which  he  took  three 
five  pound  notes,  and  also  a  purse,  from  which  he 
took  four  sovereigns.     He  gave  Probert  and  myself 
six  pounds  each,  as  our  share  of  the  property  found ; 
he  then  burnt  the  note-case  and  the  purse ;  he  also 
burnt  a  betUng-book — a  red  one.     At  the  request  of 
John  Thurtell,  I  purchased  in  Hind-street,  Blooms- 
bury,  a  sack  and  some  coixl,  which  went  down  in 
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ThurteU's  chaise.  Further  J.  Thurtell  told  me,  wbea 
describing  the  manner  in  which  he  had  tackled  witii 
Mr.  Weare,  that  at  one  time  he  had  nearly  mastered 
him,  and  got  above  him,  upon  which  he  took  out  his 
knife  and  cut  his  throat.  The  blood  of  Mr.  Weare 
in  consequence  came  on  his  face  and  into  his  mouth 
in  such  quantities  that  he  was  nearly  choked.  It  i^as 
in  consequence  of  this,  that  he  was  seized  with  sick- 
ness at  supper,  and  could  not  eat  any  pork.  After 
he  cut  Mr.  Weare's  throat,  the  unfortunate  gentle^ 
man's  strength  failed,  and  he  threw  him  off.  He  then 
took  his  own  shawl,  and  wrapped  it  round  the  neck 
of  the  corpse,  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood." 

This  shawl  was  found  round  the  neck  of  the  de^ 
ceased  when  he  was  taken  out  of  the  podd. 

Carower.— Now,  Mr,  Hunt,  I  will  ask  you  a  few 
questions  arising  out  of  your  statements,  which  I  think 
I  have  a  just  right  to  do.  I  do  iv>t  observe  that  you 
stated  that  any  property  was  divided  between  you  ? 

Hunt-^There  was  «ix  pounds ^ven  to  me,  which  I 
considered  as  paying  me  for  kny  professional  duties^ 

What  professional  duties  ?  I  was  taken  down  there 
to  sing  to  Probert  and  his  company. 

Who  gave  you  this  sum  ?    John  Hiurtell. 

Did  he  give  money  to  any  one  else  }  He  gave  the 
same  sum  to  Probert. 

Was  any  agreement  made  with  you  by  Probert,  be- 
fore you  went  out  of  town  ;  did  you  go  down  to  the 
cottage  for  the  purpose  of  singing?  Yes,  Sir,  cer- 
tainlv. 

Where  was  this  agreement  entered  into  ?  It  was 
talked  of  when  we  were  at  Mr.  Tetsells,  at  the  Coach 
and  Horses.  Myself  and  John  Thurtell  and  Probert 
were  present. 

Did  you  observe  Probert  lend  John  Thurtell  any 
money  that  afternoon  ?    No,  Sir. 

Then  when  Probert  asked  you  to  go  down  to  the 
cottage,  you  considered  you  were  g^ng  down  for  tfie 
purpose  of  singing  ?     Certainly. 

Did  you  sing  ?    Yes,  Sir. 


tHC   OAKSLKB. 


9» 


/ 


To  wbom  ?    To  Mrs.  Probert»  her  ftiBter*  Thomas 
and  3obn  Tbortell,  and  Mr.  Noyes. 

Wete  Probert  and  John  Thurtell  iti  the  room  r 
Y«.  Sir. 

What  day  was  this  ?  This  was  on  the  Friday  night» 
or  more  properly  speaking,  early  on  the  Satunday 
jnoming.     It  was  after  twdve. 

Was  that  after  John  Thurtell  came  into  the  room 
and  informed  you  and  Probert  that  the  murder  had 
been  conniiittra  ?    Yes« 

Did  you  hear  John  Thurtell  say  he  kept  six  pounds 
for  himself?    No>  Sir. 

Then  after  John  Thurtell  had  called  you  and  Pr^ 
bert  out,  and  told  you  of  the  diabolical  deed,  you  re^ 
turned  quietly  to  sing  in  the  parlour  ^    Yes^  Sin 
How  long  were  you  absent?    About  ten  minutes.  * 
You  did  not  say  any  thing  in  your  statement  to-^ay 
of  your  being  employed  to  smg?    No,  I  did  not. 
Did  you  not  go  out  with  a  lantern  ?    No. 
Did  Probert  go  oat  with  a  lantern  ?    Not  to  my 
knowledge.     I  never  saw  any  lantern,  with  the  eiE^ 
ception  of  that  in  the  stable. 

Who  was  in  the  stable  ?  The  boy  cleaning  the  horses. 
And  no  further  conversation  passed  about  the  mur- 
der?   None  whatever.     I  was  introduced  to  Mrs. 
Probert,  she  knew  very  well  on  what  business  I  had 
come  down. 

You  were  fully  aware  of  the  murder?  I  was  not 
fully  aware  of  it.     I  was  told  of  it  by  John  Thurtell. 

You  saw  the  watch  ?  Yes,  and  I  thought  that  was 
suspicious. 

In  the  proertce  of  John  Thurtell,  Probert,  &c.,  and 
after  the  former  bad  told  you  he  had  murdered  this 
unfortunate  person,  you  amused  yourself  singing? 
Yes,  Sir. 

And  you  made  yourselves  merry  during  the  even- 
ing?   Yes,  Sir. 

And  ybu  considered  that  the  six  pounds  you  r^ 
oeived  was  fbr  your  exertions  on  this  evening  ?  I  vn» 
there  otj  the  Sunday. 
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Did  you  consider  that  you  received  the  six  pounds 
for  no  other  reason  ?    No«  certably  not. 

You  have  stated  that  you  saw  the  pistols  bought. 
After  he  bought  them,  did  nothing  pass  between  you 
and  him  ?     Nothing  whatever. 

Do  you  know  where  the  sack  was  bought?    Yes. 

Who  bought  it?    I  did. 

Do  you  kofow  where  the  cord  was  bought  ?    Yes. 

Who  bought  it?    I  did. 
.     Where  did  you  buy  the  sack  ?    In  Broad-street, 
Bloomsbiiry.    \^  ' 

After  you  bought  the  sack,  what  did  you  do  with 
it  ?  I  took  it  to  John  Thurtell.  He  said  it  was  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  game  in. 

The  cord,  what  was  that  for  ?  I  am  sure  I  can't 
tcII  you,  to  tie  up  the  game,  I  suppose. 

Did  you  see  him  start  ?    Yes,  Sir. 

Where  from  ?    The  Coach  and  Horses. 

Where  did  he  say  he  was  going  to?  He  said  a 
gentleman  was  to  meet  him,  but  he  did  not  say  where 
he  was  going  to. 

Did  lie  say  any  thing  about  Mr.  Probert's  lK>use  at 
the  time?     No. 

You  received  the  six  pounds  from  John  Thurtell  ? 
Yes. 
'  Where  did  he  take  it  from  .*'    From  a  pocket-book. 

Were  you  going  away  after  you  got  the  six  pounds, 
and  finished  your  professional  labours?  No>  Sir;  it 
was  too  lale  an  hour.  It  was  one  or  two  in  the 
morning.  It  was  after  Mrs.  Probert  had  gone  to  bed. 

He  did  not  take  the  money  from  his  pocket?  No; 
it  was  from,  a  sort  of  note  case.  He  paid  Probert 
with  a  five  pound  note  and  a  sovereign. 

Do  you  know  what  he  gave  Probert  money  for? 
No,  Sir ;   I  do  riot. 

Was  there  any  observation  made  by  John  Thurtell 
when  he  paid  this  money  ?    No. 

Nothing  respecting  the  murder  ?  Nothing  passed 
the  whole  of  the  evening  about  that  business, 

Yott  were  all  extremely  cheerful  ?    Yes*  Sir. 
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Did  you  see  a  purse  r    Jolm  Thurtell  had  a  brown 
silk  purse,  as  well  as  ttie  small  note  case. 

What  did  be  do  with  the  note  case?     He  threw  it 
in  the  fire. 

What  did  he  do  with  the  purse  ?     He  threw  that 
in  the  fire  also. 

Did  you  see  any  papers  put  in  the  fire  ?    There  was 
a  little  betting  book  put  in  the  fire. 
.    There  was  nothing  of  this  in  your  statement  to  us  ? 
!No,  Sir. 

Were  the  six  pounds  given  to  you  and  Probert  as 
your  shares  of  the  money  found  ?    Yes,  Sir,  it  was. 
What  passed  ?    I  do  not  recollect. 
Where  did  you  hire  the  horse?     At  Frobatt's  at 
the  Golden  Cross-yard ;  no  relation  to  the  prisoner 
Probert. 

Do  you  know  where  the  clothes  of  the  deceased 
were  put  ?  Not  of  my  own  knowledge ;  I  wish  I 
did ;  but  I  considered  near  the  pond. 

Had  he  any  clothes  on  ?  No,  Sir,  they  were  cut 
off.  The  clothes  were  taken  off,  for  he  was  naked 
when  he  was  brought  into  the  lane  and  put  into  the 

gig- 
Then  you  do  not  know  from  your  own  knowledge, 

or  from  information,  what  became  of  the  deceased's 

clothes  ?     I  have  not  the  slightest  knowledge* 

Had  you  ever  any  of  the  clothes  of  the  deceased  on 
your  own  back  ?     Never. 

What  became  of  them  after  he  was  dead  ?  That  I 
don't  know. 

How  do  you  know  they  were  cut  off?  Because  I 
was  told  so  "by  John  Thurtell. 

On  Sunday  evening  had  you  any  other  person's 
clothes  on  except  your  owq  ?  On  Sunday  evening  I 
had  a  suit  of  black  clothes  on  of  John  ThurteU's. 

For  what  purpose  did  you  exchange  your  dresa  ? 
As  it  was  Sunday  I  wished  to  appear  decent  and 
respectable. 

What  dress  had  John  Thurtell  on?  A  blue  CMtf 
light  waistcoat,  light  small  clothes  ano  gaiters. 
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ho(jy  of  Mr.  Weare  was  put  io  after  bb.  murdeir  by 
Johu  Thurlell  ?  I  presume  it  wasu 

Coronfir. — What  did  Tburtell  oieaii  whcai  hci  nid 

That  is  your  share  of  the  mooey  found;*  irf»re 

.\v0s  it  found  ?    I  can't  say»  I  was  not  present .wh^n  it 

was  fognd ;  I  wa&  not  very  compos  mcntii  oajimt 

nipht. 

.  WixQii  you  went  down  the  lane  with  John  Thurtell, 
you  returned  with  a  handkerchief?  Ng^  J' saw  no 
handkerchief.  .  .    -  i 

Did  you  see  a  large  piece  of  sponge  at  Probert'B.f 
Yes,  I  did  ;  it  belon^d  to  John  Thiutell;  he  bought 
ji,U  I  suppose  ;  I  saw  it  in  the  pail  in  the  stable. 

Did  you  not  sponge  some  clothes  ?  No  j  I  hruahid 
John  Tburtell  8  clothes. 

By  a  Juror. — ^When  you  came  down  to  Probert's 
on  Friday  you  woj*e  black  whiskers  and  mustachios  ? 
Yes. 

.    What luis  become  of  them?  Why,  you  moat  see 

that  they  are  cut  off  ? 

.    Why  did  you  cut  them  off?    I  have  a  hard  beard» 

iand  cut  tliem  off  fur  my  owq  pleasure. 

.    Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  cutting  off  your  beard 

and  whiskers  ?    Yes,  I  have. 

Where  did  you  cut  them  off?  At  my  lodging  in 
Xiondon^  prior  to  niy  apprehension. 
.   Coroner.    Have  you  any  obj^tion  to  sign  th^a  aa 
your  voluntary  statement  ?   None  whateveiTt 

Hunt  then  signed  tbe  statement  which  be  had  ^ven, 
ipd  retired. 

During  the  whole  of  the  above  extr^rdinary  detail, 
Hunt  was  as  coot  and  collected  as  possible ;  be  never 
cbatiged  countenance,  and  while  every  one  shuddered 
viih^borror  at  his  dreadful  narration,  he  bettayed  not 
t^  least  emotioiu  After  the  examination  wa^  over* 
the  handcuffs  were. put  on  him;  and  Ivaving  thick 
Mrri$tSf  as  they  were  being  screwed  on  by  the.  gjaoler,  h« 
cried  out,  '*  Curse  it,  don  t  torture  me^on't  pi^  tm 
Iq,  purgatory  ;*'  and  appeared  very  angry* 
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Probert  was  then  brought  handcuffed  into  the  room, 
and  the  Coroner  said,  that  as  Hunt  had  made  a  state- 
ment, he  would  be  allowed  also  to  make  any  confes- 
sion he  might  think  proper  to  the  Jury;  but  at  the 
same  time  he  (the  Coroner)  thought  proper  to  inform 
him  that  no  promise  was  made,  or  threat  used,  on  his 
part,  to  elicit  any  thing  from  him. 

Probert. — Have  you  received  a  note  I  se!it  to  you 
by  Drayton,  the  officer,  three  hours  ago  ?    No. 

Drayton  then  produced  the  note  to  the  Coroner, 
who  read  it. 

Coroner. — I  now  repeat,  that  you  mjiy  make  any 
Statement  you  think  proper,  but  you  will  not  expect 
any  favour  from  so  doing; 

Probert.— I  am  ready  to  make  a  statement  of  what 
I  know  of  the  transaction. 

Coroner. — You  do  it  at  your  own  responsibility. 

Probert. — I  shall  speak-the  truth. 

The  hatidcuffs  were  then  taken  off  him,  and  he  pro- 
ceeded. 

PROBERT'S  STATEMENT. 

On  iFriday  afternoon  I  dined  at  Mr.  Tetsell's,  the 
Coach  and  Horses,  Conduit-street,  with  the  two  Thur- 
tells.  Hunt,  Mr.  Noyes,  and  one  or  two  more  gentle- 
men, whose  names  I  do  not  recollect.  John  Thurtell 
asked  me  to  lend  him  five  or  six  pounds ;  I  borrowed 
five  pounds  of  Mr.  Tetsell,  and  Mr.  Tetsell  gave  the 
five  pounds  to  John  Thurtell ;  I  also  ^avc  Hunt  one 
pound  for  John  Thurtell,  whichmade  six  pounds.  I 
think  about  six  o'clock  I  left  to  come  down  to  Alderi- 
liam  to  my  house.  Thurtell  asked  me  if  1  would  driVe 
Hunt  to  my  home ;  if  not,  he  said  he  would  hire  a 
liorse  for  him :  I  said,  that  as  I  was  going  home,  I 
would  drive  him.  John  Thurtell  said,  *  I  am  coming 
to  spend  tlie  day  with  you,  and  shall  bring  a  friend 
w'ith  me  ;*  I  said, '  Very  well ;  and  I  should  be  happy 
to  see  them/  1  then  left  Mr.  Tetsell's,  and  tame  with 
Hunt  to  the  Baldfaccd  Stag  in  -the  Edge  ware-road*; 
Hunt  said,   *  I  must  not  go  in  there,  as  I  have  not 


36  MUBDEa   OF    WEAKE, 

returned  ihe  two  horse-cloths  I  borrowed/  He  \\ulked 
on  to  Mr.  Clarke's,  the  tavern-keeper,  which  is  near 
tlie  Edge  ware  turnpike,  where  I  stopped  and  tuak 
him  up,  and  drove  him  very  near  to  Mr.  PhilHinorc*^ 
lodge,  and  Hunt  then  said,  '  I  niu-U  wait  here  till 
Thurtell  joins  me,  according  to  appointment.* 

Coro?wt\ — Did  you  not  call  on  the  way  at  this 
house  ? 

Probcrt. — I  beg  pardon ;  yes,  T  drove  Hunt  to  this 
house,  and  we  drank  several  glasses  of  brandy  and 
water,  and  remained  here  about  an  hour,  we  left  this 
liouse  about  nine  o'clock ;  I  went  from  here  to  Mr, 
Phillimore's*  Lodge,  and  Hunt  got  out  and  said,  *! 
must  wait  here  for  John  Thurtell,  and  you  may  go 
on.*  I  went  on  till  I  was  within  one  hundred  yards 
of  my  house,  and  then  I  met  John  Thurtell.  He  said, 
*  Where  is  Hunt  Y  I  said  I  had  left  him  on  the  road 
waiting  for  you.  He  said,  *  You  mast  turn  back  then, 
and  fetch  him,  for  I  have  killed  my  friend,  and  I  don't 
want  him.'  I  said,  '  Good  God,  I  hope  you  have 
not  killed  any  person ;'  he  replied,  ^  I  have,  and  now  1 
am  happy,  for  he  lias  robbed  me  of  several  hundreds.' 
I-  then  returned  with  Hunt,  and  at  my  gates  Hunt 
said  to  John  Thurtell,  *  Wliere  could  you  pass  me  r* 
John  Thnrtdll  replied, '  It  don't  matter  where  I  passed 
you,  for  I  liave  done  the  trick.'  I  said,  *  for  God's 
sake  who  is  the  man  you  have  killed  ?'  John  Thurtell 
said,  '  It  don't  matter  to  you,  you  don't  know  his  name 
and  never  saw  him,  and  if  you  ever  say  a  single  word 
about  him,  by  G — d  vou  shall  share  the  same  late,  for 
Joe  and  I  (meaning  Hunt  and  John  Thurtell)  meant 
to  have  had  your  brother-in-law  that  is  to  bo  the  other 
day  (Mr.  Wood),  only  that  he  run  so  fast  when  he  saw 
the  hous^i  and  escaped  ;'  he  also  said,  *  I  have  more 
to  kill,  and  you  will  be  one  of  them  if  you  don*t  do 
what  is  right.^  We  then  went  into  n)y  parlour,  and  had 
something  to  eat  and  drink;  afterwards  John  Thurtell 
pulled  a  purse  out  of  his  pocket,  and  said,  *  this  is  all 
I  have  got  for  what  I  have  done.*  How  much  was 
in  the  pur^e  I  do  not  know:    A  gun  and  a  w^t^h  he 
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also  produced,  aod  several  papers.  Joho  Thurtell  and 
Hunt  both  examined  the  papers,  and  handed  them  from 
one  to  the  other,  and  aftcri^ards  threw  them  into  the 
fire.  1  had  occasion  then  to  go  up  stairs  to  Mr2<>  Pro* 
bert,  and  I  did  not  sec  any  iJiiiig  more  of  the  papers. 
John  Thurtell  said,  'Now  we  must  go  and  fetcJj  the 
body,  and  throw  it  into  your  pond.'  I  said  *  tl}aty()u 
never  shall  do.'  He  sai(i»  '  you  must  do  as  I  tell  you, 
and  I  will  come  and  fetch  it  away  to-morrow.  John 
Thurtdl  and  Hunt  then  went  and  fetched  the  body, 
and  threw  it  into  my  pond.  I  saw  them  >hrow  it  in. 
John  Thurtell  after  that  produced  a  note  case  made 
of  silk  or  stuffy  and  took  out  of  it  three  five  pound 
notes,  and  said  to  me  '  here  is  the  six  pounds  I  bor- 
rowed o£  you  yesterday/  and  lie  gave  me  a  five  pouiul 
note  and  a  sovereign.  I  am  positi\  e  he  said  on  giving 
me  the  money,  here  is  the  six  pounds  I  borrowed  of 
you  yesterday,  for  which  you  are  answerable  to  Mr. 
Tetsell/  That  is  all  the  money  I  saw,  though  there 
were  some  sovereigns  in  the  purse.  I  believe  in  the 
course  of  half  an  nour  I  went  to  bed ;  I  left  both 
Hunt  and  Thurtell  in  the  parlour,  \Ulh  a  bottle  of 
brandy  on  the  table.  Mrs.  Probert  and  Miss  Noyes 
had  then  gone  to  bed  an  hour  and  a  half.  Mrs.  Pro- 
bert pressed  them  (Hunt  and  John  Thurtell)  to  go  to 
bed  half  an  hour  before  she  went  to  bed,  and  she  said 
Miss  Noyefe  would  sleep  with  Thomas  Thurtelfs  two 
children.  One  of  them  replied,  '  We  have  got  a  gooci 
deal  of  nieht  work  to  do,  and  w^ant  to  use  ourselves 
to  it/  When  I  went  to  bed,  I  thought  my  wife  had 
been  in  bed  at  least  an  hour  and  a  half:  as  I  entered 
the  room  she  was  not  undressed ;  she  was  crying; 
and  she  said,  '  For  God's  sake,  what  is  it  that  Mr. 
Hunt  and  Mr.  Tliurtell  and  you  are  doing  upt  If  I 
knew,  I  would  inform  against  you.'  This^was  about 
one  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  sai<L.^  My  dear,  I 
am  doing  nothing  that  will  hurt  me;!  am  not  guilty 
of  any  thing.*  We  both  then  w^ht  to  bed,  and  I 
think*  I  fay  till  past  nine  on  Jttie  Saturday  morning, 
but  not  an  hour  did  ]  sleep  the  whole  of  the  night, 
ir  did  Mr^  Probert,  for  she  was  fretting  all  nigbt 
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I  did  not  tel!  Mrs.  Probert  any  thing  about  the 
murder :  I  said  to  her,  that  I  had  done  nothing  that 
would  injure  me.  When  I  came  down  to  breakfast^ 
.  I  found  Hunt  and  John  Thurlell  standing  up  in  my 
parloui*,  and  the  cloth  laid  for  brealifast.     About  ten 

0  clock  my  boy  put  my  horse  to  the  chaise,  and  they 
left  my  house  about  half-past  ten.  The  boy  put 
the  gun  in  the  chaise,  and  one  or  two  bundles  of 
clothes  tied  up  in  handkerchiefs,  and  a  striped  carpet 
bag  with  a  padlock ;  I  can*t  say  if  it  was  locked  up ; 

1  can't  say  who  these  things  belonged  to ;  I  suspected 
they  belonged  to  the  deceased,  but  was  not  certain. 
As  they  went  out  of  the  yard>  they  said,  *  We  shall 
come  down  and  dine  with  you  to-morrow,  and  bring 
TliomSis  Thurtell  and  Noyes  most  likely.*  They  all 
four,  John  and  Thomas  Thurtell,  Hunt,  and  Mr» 
Noyes,  came  down  next  day  as  we  were  sitting  down 
to  dinner.  John  Thurtell  and  Hunt  both  observed 
that  I  did  not  eat  two  mouthsfull.  John  Thurlell 
said,  *  You  will  never  do  for  a  Turpin.*  This  was 
said  bafore  Mrs.  Probert  and  Miss  Noye«,  who  did 
not  know  what  it  meant. 

Coroner. — They  must  have  known  what  was  meant; 
Turpin  was  a  notorious  highwayman  and  murderer^ 
and  what  John  Thurtell  meant  was  obvious. 

Probert  continued.  After  dinner  w^e  walked  in  the 
jjarden ;  John  Thurtell,  pointing  to  Hunt,  said,  *  Sec 
how  my  Joseph  is  dressed  up  to-day,  don't  he  cut  a 
good  figure^?'  He  meant  by  this  that  H^^nt  wa^ 
dressed  m  good  clothesl  He  had  on  a  buff  waistcoat, 
imd  a  black  handkerchief;  they  were  the  deceased'^ 
clothes  t  was  told.  I  said  to  Hunt,  *  if  they  are  the 
deceia^(^*s  clothes,  good  God!  .how.  ccmi  you  wea^ 
thenir*  '*yunt.  said,  ^  what  is  that  to  you  whose 
cIotheis,thpj  ^re?  they  are  not  youv*s.*  This  \i'as  oii 
the  Sunday  aft6if  the  murder.  .       .' 

.  Coroner. — I  adVise  you,  though  lam  not  bound  to 
sit  here  to  give  advic^^  that  you  shoiJd  not  sty  any. 
more,  for  what  you  say  of  occurrences  after  thi$  can 
only  injure  you. ,  '  ^     '     .    .^     ., 

rroberi. — I  thank  you,  Sir;  1  will  only  say,  that 
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\  SMI  opt  the  murderer,  and  I  declare  solemnly  before 
'my'  Cpd  and  Saviour  that  I  never  knew  the  man, 
px  saw  b'wih  nor  even  knew  the  name  of  the  man,  or 
that  be  was  coming  down  from  London ;  God  Al- 
.migt^ty  knows  I  am  not  guilty  of  this  horrid  niurdcr. 
'l\kouPw  of  John.Thurtell  coming  down,  and,  as  he 
sai4  to  me,  with  a  gentleman,  but  I  did  not  know 
who  tbe  person  was;  he  said  they  should  shoot  on 
X.ord  Essex's  estate. 

Coroner. — I  have  one  question  or  two  to  ask.  T)ixl 
you  ta)ice  part  of  the  deceased's  money?  No^  I  did 
jpot.  • 

f)id  you  see  the  deceased*s  clothes  taken  out  of 
your,  bouse?  No,  my  boy  put  the  gun  into  the 
chaise. 

Did  Htjnt  come  down  to  sing  professionally?    No. 
Did  he  sing  qu  the  Friday  night,  after  jou  had  been 
iaforojed  of  the  niurder,  in  your  parlour  ?     I  rather 
tbiok  be  did  sing  one  song,  but  I  cannot  swear* 

Did  Hunt  receive  any'  money  from  John  Thurtell 
'pn  that  night?    I  think  he  did,  but  I  am  not  positive. 
Did  you  order  John  Thurtell  to  bring  you  a  new 
spade  down  from  London  ?    Never. 

Did  you  ever  see  a  spade  that  he  brought  down  ? 
,  Y^9^  ^  found  ouq  on  my  grounds  after  the  murder. 

Bj/  a  cA/ror.— You  called  at  this  house  on  the  Fri- 
day night  with  Hunt  about  the  time  of  the  murder  ? 
Yes,  i  did. 

You  J$fid.  to  the  landlord  that  Hunt  was  a  good 
\mR^xr   :Ye?,  1  did.  /  ;    '  '      .         '     * '        ^. 
,     Were  you  both  inebriated?    A  hftle. — He  then 

^wUhdrew. 

,^.    ^I^r,  J^a^l  sai^,  that  the  confession  of  Hnnt  Was 

^^ispvoved  in   many  important   parts;    that  he  had 

grossly  nrievaricated ;  and  though  he  had  beeil  admit- 

.. '^^.^  \^ Alness  for  the  crpwn  by  tlie  Magistrdtes,  yet 

'  th^  jCp.iirt  of  King's  Bench  had  the  powier  by  law, 

.  ppPQ  proof  of  such  confession  being  false,  to  reject  it, 

and  put  the  man  upon  his  trial.    This  question  was 

however,  qviite  distinct  frotji  the  praseht  inquiry. 
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The  Coroner  asked  if  a  gentleman  oafMCf  Wood, 
from  London,  was  in  the  room?  The  Coroner  was 
informed,  that  he  Imd  waited  for  some  hours  to  give 
evidence,  but  sup|)osing,  from  the  length  of  time  occu- 
pied in  taking  I  Juntas  evidencei  that  the  inquiry  would 
not  terminate  that  oi^ht,  he  had  returned  in  a  chaise 
to  London.  One  of  the  Magistrates  regretted  the  cir- 
cumstance,  as  his  evidence  would  have  developed  a 
most  atrocious  system,  which  had  been  planned  in 
London  for  a  series  of  muixlers. 

Foreman  of  the  Jury. — It  would  be  a  pity  if  this 
cold-blooded  villain  (Hunt)  should  escape  justice,  for. 
,in  my  mind,  he  is  the  most  guilty  of  all;  he  evidently 
assisted  in  planning  the  murder,  he  bought  the  sack 
in  which  the  victim  was  to  be  deposited  after  his  mur- 
der, and  also  the  spade  to  dig  his  grave,  and  the  cord 
to  tie  up  the  sack,  and  assisted  in  buying  the  pistols. 
I  consider  Probert  an  .innocent  person  in  comparison 
with  Hunt.  The  manner  in  which  he  made  his  atate- 
mcnt  to  the  Jury,  proves  him  to  be  the  most  unfeeling, 
co'd*hearted,  wretch  alive ;  he  showed  no  signs  of 
compunction  for  the  horrid  deed,  no  regret  that  he 
had  assisted  in  the  murder  of  a  fellow-creature* 

The  Coroner  then  proceeded  to  deliver  the  following 

CHARGE  TO  THE  JURY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  such  a  body  of  evidence 
aifecting  the  persons  who  are  in  custody,  charged  with 
the  crime  which  you  have,  with  such  extraordinary 
patience,  been  employed  for^  the  last  two  days  in  in- 
vestigating, has  been  laid  before  you,  thatifwUlbe 
'quite  unnecessary,  in  my  opinion,  to  detain  you  long 
in  commenting  u|>on  tl)e  facts  which  have  been  detail-  . 
ed ;  for  a  more  horrid,  more  cruel,  more* premeditated 
case  of  assassination  and  robbery,  I  think,  never  took 
place  in  this  or  any  other  country.  Your  first  inquiry 
is  this — are  you  of  opinion  that  John  Thurtell  is  tl)c 
person  who  committed  the  murder?    Of  this  fact,  I 
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think,  there  ^an  be  but  one  opinion.  The  second  in- 
quiry is — %vere  Probert  and  Hunt  accessaries  before 
the  fact? 

Gentlemen,  I  will  offer  a  very  few  words  upon  the 
law  of  murder,  as  laid  down  by  the  most  eminent  au« 
thorities ;  I  shall  take  the  o[)portunity  of  stating  that  a 
coroner's  jury  cannot  take  cognizance  of  a  party  ac- 
cused whd  are  accessaries  after  the  fact ;  you  must 
come  to  the  conclusion,  that  Hunt  and  Probert  were 
accessaiie^  before  the  fact,  before  you  can  return  a 
verdict  of  murder  against  them  ;  and  I  think  that  you, 
wishing,  as  you  evidently  must  do,  to  put  these  parties  on 
tlieir  several  trials,  will  hot  be  long  in  coming  to  that 
conclusion.     It  is  not  necessary  to  make  them  acces- 
saries before  the  fact,  that  they  should  be  on  the  spot^ 
or  near  the  place  where  the  murder  was  committed,  at 
the  time  of  its  perpetration  ;  it  is  enough  if  they  have 
in  any  way  aided,  or  countenanced  the  commission  of 
the  crime. 

That  Hunt  premeditated  and  concerted  the  assassi- 
nation   and  robbery  with  John   Thurtell  cannot  be 
doubted  by  any  rational  and  thinking  person.     What 
could  have  been  his  object  in  purchasing,  the  pistols, 
sack,  cord,  and  spade,  on  the  day  of  mifrder  ;  and 
why  should   Hunt  have  been  set  down  by  Probert, 
from  his  chaise,  near  Phillimore  Lodge,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  joining  John  Thurtell,  to  aid  him  in  mur- 
dering Mr.  Weare  ?  That  such  was  their  object.  Gen- 
tlemen, that  such  was  the  previous  agreement  betweeo 
Hunt  and  John  Thurtell,  I  think  is  evident  from  the 
language  used  by  Hupt  and  John  Thurtell,  at  Pro- 
bert's  gate,  directly  after  the  murder  was  committed : 
and  also  from  Hunt,  stating  to  Probert,  .*  that  be  had 
to  wait  for  John  Thurtell  by  appointment.' 


pass  me  r*   Thurtell  repli 

I  passed  you  ;  I   have  done  the  trick/     What  was 

meant  by,  the  trick,  is  evident  enough ;  it  could  meaa 

G  ^ 
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nothing*  elie  but  the  mnrder  and  robbery  previously 
planned. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  what  are  the  fads  that  incul- 
pate Probert  in  this  foul  proceeding?  These,  Gentle- 
men, are  in  my  opinion  tlie  main  facts,  besides  many 
circumstances  of  less  prominence  in  tl)C  plot  of  this 
lingular  drama.  First,  his  dining  with  the  party  in 
tlieir  lodgings  in  London,  on  the  afternoon,  and  only 
a  few  hours  before  they  left  London  with  their  victim. 
In  the  next  place,  Probert  says,  in  his  statement  to 
you,  '  that  he  agreed  with  John  Thurtell  to  bring 
Hunt  down  to  his  cottage ;'  but  instead  of  bringing 
him  down  to  the  cottage,  he  puts  him  down  from  the 
chaise,  at  some  distance  from  it,  with  the  avowed 
purpose  of  waiting  for  John  Thurtell.  Why  should 
hi!  wait  for  John  Thurtell?  Was  it  possible  that  Pro- 
bert could  be  ignorant  of  the  intentions  of  the  party  ? 
Did  he  not  know  that  the  intention  ef  Hunt  was  to 
assist  in  despatching  Wcare  ?  Is  it  possible  he  could 
be  Ignorant  of  it?  I  think  not;  and  1  think  I  am 
justified  in  that  opinion,  by  an  admission  of  Probert's, 
which  I  have  a  right  to  take  advantage  of,  as  be 
made  it,  after  repeated  warnings,  given  b}'  me  and 
Mr.  Noel,  nV.,  that  Thurtell  said  to  him,  *  this  is  all 
I  got  by  the  job  ;'  after  which  he  receives  part  of  the 
money.  Hunt  also  stated  in  his  confession,  that  on 
Probert  receiving  the  6/.,  John  Thurtell  said,  '.This 
is  your  share  of  the  money  found/  Found  wRere, 
Gentlemen?  found  on  the  man  for  whom  he  had 
*just  done  the  job,'  as  he  had  previously  asserted  to 
Probert. 

Gentlemen,  the  actual  spot  tvherc  the  murder  was 
committed,  I  think,  is  clearly  idenufied.  The  placr 
Was  in  Gill's  HilMane  by  the  side  of  the  hedge  which 
was  broken,  and  where  the  blood  was  found  in 
streams ;  in  the  ditch,  adjacent  to  which,  the  pistol 
and  knife  were  found ;  and  I  think  it  very  likely, 
that  after  the  deceased  was  murdered,  he  was  dragged 
by  his  murderers,  through  the  hedge  into  the  ploughed 
fieldi  w*herc  the  body  lay,  till  Hunt,  Probert,  and  John 
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Thurtell,  left  the  cottage  while  supper  was  being  pre- 
pared (as  is  sworn  to  by  Probert's  cook  and  his  boy, 
Haddis)  with  a  lantern,  when  they  no  doubt  re- 
moved it  to  Probert's  pond.  In  fact,  Gentleknen, 
Probert  admits  that  he  saw  it  put  into  his  pond,  and 
this  is  in  less  than  an  hour  after  the  man  was  mur* 
dered. 

Another  fact  I  will  just  advert  to,  affecting  Probert. 
It  is  this :  The  men  who  saw  John  TburtcU  and 
Hunt  in. the  lane,  looking  about  the  spot  where  the 
pistol  and  knife  were  found,  stated,  that  they  saw  a 
tall  roan  come  down  the  lane  after  Hunt  and  John 
Thurtell,  with  a  large  dog;  and  Probert's  servants 
stated  that  Probert  was  in  the  habit  of  going  out  with 
his  dog,  and  I  draw  this  inference  from  that  fact,  that 
Probert's  object  in  going  down  the  lane  at  that  time 
in  the  morning  was  the  same  as  that  of  Hunt  and 
I'hurtell,  our.,  to  recover  possession  of  the  lost  pistol 
and  knife  left  there  by  the  murderers.  That  it  was 
Hunt  who  accompanied  John  Thurtell  early  in  the 
morning  down  the  lane,  is  proved  by  the  witnesses 
stating  that  he  had  large  black  mustachios  and  whis- 
kej*s,  which  he  wore  at  that  time,  and  has  admitted 
he  since  shaved  them  off.  And  I  must  remark  that 
Hunt  went  too  far  when  he  stated,  ^*  that  the  clothes 
Avere  cut  off  the  dead  body,'*  for  that  proves  that  he 
participated  in  its  removal,  which  is  furtlier  confirmed 
by  Ihe  fact  of  his  discovering  the  pond,  or  pit,  to 
which  he  states  that  John  Thurtell  removed  the  body, 
and  in  which  the  police  ofhccrs,  by  him  directed, 
found  it. 

In  addition  to  these  strong  circumstances,  all  tend* 
ing  to  shew  tl)at  Hunt,  John  Thurtell,  and  Probert 
were  participators  in  the  murder,  w*e  have  another 
fact  of  very  considerable  importance-*-!  mean  the 
'  fact  of  the  bloody  shirt  and  handkerchief,  cut  off  the 
deceased's  body,  in  Probert^s  yard,  after  the  body  was 
taken  out  of  the  pond,  being  found  under  a  heap  of 
dung  in  Probert's  stable.  From  the  whole  of  diese 
facts,  developing  an  act  of  more  than  fiend -like  ba^ 
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barity,  you  can  come  but  to  one  conclusioni  in  my 
mindy  that  John  Thurtell  is  a  principal  in  the  murder, 
and  that  Hunt  and  Probert  fire  accessaries  before  the 
fact.  If  such  bp  your  opinion,  you  will  say  so ;  and 
if  you  cannot  at  present  arrive  at  that  conclusion,  it 
\vijl  be  necessary  for  me  to  re^d,  through  the  whole 
of  the  body  of  evidence,  making  such  comments 
thereon  as  th^e  case  may  require. 

Juror.r—lf  we  should  be  of  opinion  that  Probert 
was  only  an  accessary  after  the  fact,  or,  in  other 
words,  that  he  did  not  know  of  the  murderous  inten- 
tion of  Hunt  and  John  Thurtell,  till  after  the  deed 
was  done,  have  you  no  power  to  send  him  for  trial  ? 

Coroner. — I  cannot  commit  him  under  the  Co- 
roners Inquest  without  you  find  tliat  he  was  an  ac- 
cessary before  the  fact,  though,  of  course,  the  magis- 
trates have  the  power  to  commit  him  for  trial. 

The  Jury  consulted  for  a  few  minutes,  and  re- 
turned a  verdict  of  WILFUL  MURDER  against 
JOHN  THURTELIL,,  as  a  principal,  and  against 
HUNT  and  PROBERT  as  Accessaries  before  the 
fact. 

Tbe  verdict  being  recorded,  and  the  presentment 
signed  by  the  Jury,  warrants  were  issued  by  the  Co- 
roner to  commit  the  parties  to  take  their  trials  at  the 
next  Assizes  for  the  county  of  Hertford,  and  they 
were  conveyed  the  same  night  to  Hertford  Gaol.  The 
evidence  was  read  over  to  the  different  witnesses,  and 
most  of  them  were  bound  over  to  appear  at  the  next 
Hertford  Assizes  to  give  evidence  against  the  two 
Tburtells  and  Probert  for  the  murder  of  Weare. 

After  the  verdict  was  returned,  the  Coroner  and  ma- 
gistrates assembled  gave  orders  to  Thomas  Thurtell 
to  be  brought  from  the  apartment  where  he  was  con- 
fined before  them.  He  was  brought  into  the  Jury-rooin 
in  handcuffs,  which  were  ordered  to  be  taken  off.  The 
Coroner  then  congratulated  him  that  he  was  not  incul- 
pated in  the  dreadful  transaction  that  (la^  alarmed  the 
whole  county. 
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Thoma9  Thuetell,  who  has  an  impediment  in 
his  speech,  endeavoured  to  reply>  but,  for  some  time, 
such  was  his  agitation,  he  could  not  give  utterance  to 
a  sjllable.     At  last  he  said,  **  It  was  a  horrible  trans- 
action ;  but  I  thank  God  I  had  not  the  remotest  idea 
.  of  the  dreadful  intentions  of  my  brother  or  that  the 
murder  was  committed,  till  it  was  communicated  to 
me  after  my  apprehension. " 

The  county  magistrates  tlien  informed  him,  that 
they  were  about  to  commit  him  to  the  county  gaol, 
upon  a  warrant  brought  from  London,  on  a  charge  of 
conspiring  to  set  fire  to  some  premises  in  Watling-street. 
He  declared,  that  however  guilty  his  brother  might 
be».  and  he  admitted  that  his  brother  had  led  a  life  the 
most  wicked  and  disiolute  for  several  years,  yet  tie 
was  himself  innocent  of  the  charge  upon  which  he  was 
about  to  be  committed.  He  stated  that  his  brother 
forged  his  acceptance  to  bills  to  the  amount  of  six 
hundred  pounds,  only  eight  months  ago,  and  he  was 
compelled  to  pay  the  money  to  save  his  life. 

The  magistrates  lamented  that  the  person  who  was 
related  to  one  of  the  most  respectable  families  in 
Norwich  should  have  been  implicated  in  such  a  dread* 
ful  accusation. 

Upon  which  Thomas  Thurtell  burst  into  tears,  and 
said,  "  Good  God  !  what  misery  must  my  poor  father 
and  mother  endure  on  hearing  of  the  situation  of  their 
children;  my  brother's  fate,  I  suppose,  is  sealed; 
pray  God  support  my  father  and  mother  I" 

The  reporters  for  the  public  journals  were  requested 
to  insert  in  the  papers  for  which  they  were  respec- 
tively engaged,  that  the  coroner,  and,  the  magistrates 
were  all  fully  satisfied  of  Thomas  Thurtell's  entire 
innocence  of  the  crime  of  murder. 


FUNERAL  OF  WILLIAM  WEARE. 

It  having  been  arranged  that  the  body  of  the  deceased 

.shotjld  be  interred  in   Elstree  church-yaid,  iinuicdi- 

at/ely  after  the  rising  of  the  Coroner's  jiiry.  the  coilin 
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^^  ^  screwed  down  about  ten  o'clock,  and  shortly  before 
eleven*  the  tolling  of  the  church  bell  announced  that 
every  thing  was  prepared  for  the  melancholy  ceremony. 

The  coffin  n'as  borne  on  the  shoulders  of  six  men ; 
the  brother  of  the  deceased,  and  most  of  the  jurors 
attended  as  mouniers;  several  persons  carried  lantenis 
before,  and  on  either  side  of  the  coiEn;  and  in  this 
manner  the  funeral  train,  followed  by  a  considerable 
crowd,  proceeded  up  £lstree-hill  towards  the  churchy 
which  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  from  the 
house  at  which  the  inquest  was  holden. 

The  coffin,  was,  as  in  ordinary  cases,  first  carried 
into  the  church,  which  was  lighted  up  for  the  occa* 
sion,  and  then  to  the  grave ;  the  funeral  service  was 
read  in  both  places  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Addow,  the  cler- 
gyman of  the  parish. 

As  the  coffin  was  l)eing  lowered  into  the  grave,  the 
rope  which  was  placed  round  the  foot  broke,  and  that 
part  of  the  coffin  fell  suddenly  to  the  bottom  of  the 
grave,  whilst  the  head  being  sustained  by  the  other 
rope  rested  against  the  side  of  the  ^ave,  so  that  the 
coffin  stood  nearly  upright.  This  accident,  as  might 
be  supposed,  created  some  confusion :  but  the  sexton 
immediately  descended  into  the  grave,  and  by  great 
personal  exertion,  in  a  short  time  succeeded  in  getting 
the  coffin  level  at  the  bottom  of  the  grave,  which  was 
about  twelve  feet  in  depth. 

The  clergyman  then  proceeded  to  read  the  remain  • 
der  of  the  funeral  service,  and  the  crowd  stood  unco* 
vered. 

The  scene  which  now  presented  itself  was  one  which 
can  never  pass  from  the  recollection  of  those  who 
witnessed  it.  The  unusual  hour  of  intermeht-— the 
noirible  and  extraordinary  manner  in  which  the  man 
whose  corpse  had  just  been  consigned  to  the  grave  had 
lost  his  life — the  solemn  stillness  of  the  night,  for  the 
wind  which  had  been  loud  and  boisterous  during  the 
day,  had  now  fallen,  and  did  noteven  shake  the  branches 
of  the  high  trees  with  which  the  church*yard  is  sur* 
rounded — ^the  impressive  nature  of  the  beautiful  and 
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aSecting  composition  which  wns  read  by  the  cler- 
gyman who  stood  conspicuous,  in  his  white  gown,  at 
the  head  of  the  grave,  whilst  all  around  hiin  was  dark* 
ncss  except  where  the  faint  light  of  a  lantern  happened 
to  fall  on  the  countenances  of  some  of  the  mourn- 
ers— all  these  circumstances  produced  an  effect  on  the 
beholders  which  we  think  can  hardly  be  surpassed. 

The  service  being  finished  at  about  half-past  eleven 
o'clock,  the  mourners  retired  from  the  church-yard,  and 
the  grave-diggers  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  grave. 

Elstree  church  is  an  object  of  peculiar  interest  from 
its  commanding  situation,  its  picturesque  form,  its 
hoary  antiquity,  and  its  primitive  rudeness*  It  stands 
on  the  brow  of  a  very  considerable  eminence,  and, 
saving  a  few  stunted  trees,  every  where  exposed  to  the 
action  of  the  weather. 

The  whole  fabric  is  composed  of  a  number  of  little 
patches  and  compartments,  which  seem  to  have  been 
built  at  different  times.  Part  of  the  walls  is  of  im- 
mense thickness,  and  antecedent,  apparently,*  to  the 
use  of  bricks  of  the  present  form.  A  good  part  of  the 
avails  also  is  composed  of  wood,  and  the  steeple  is  of 
the  latter  material. 

The  monuments  of  the  dead,  scattered  around  the 
venerable  pile,  are  nearly  of  the  same  materials  with  the 
church,  being  slabs  of  timber  supported  by  posts 
of  the  same,  and  having  the  names  of  the  tenants 
below  rudely  painted  upon  them. 

Within  the  church  there  is  a  fount  of  very  antique 
ivorkmanship,  aiid  this  is  perhaps  the  most  interesting 
thing  about  it.  The  body  of  the  unfortunate  Miss 
Ray*,  lies  under  the  brick  pavement,  without  any  mo- 


*  Miss  Ray,  cAere  amf>  to  the  late  Lord  Sandwich,  was  the  daugh* 
ter  of  a  traclesrnan  in  the  parish  where  the  old  people  still  speak 
of  her  as  having  hcen  handsome.  A  clergyman  of  the  nameof  Uack- 
inan  had  vainly  paid  his  addresses  to  her,  and  mortified  at  beholding 
the  woman  whom  he  loved  to  distraction  the  mistress  of  another,  he 
formed  the  determination  ofdestroying  first  the  object  of  bis  ronian- 
ticaffection,  and  then  himself.  With  this  dreadful  purpose  in  vkirhe 
way-laid  her  on  her  return  from  Covent-gardcn  theatre,  and  but  roo 
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nuinent  or  inscription;  and  the   body  of  the    mur- 
dered Weare  lies  in  the  church-yard  without  any  nm 
morial— even  w  ithout  the  shelter  of  a  green  sod* 

Still  In  spite  of  tlie  extreme  rudeness  and  sinoplicity 
of  this  little  church  and  its  adjoining  burying-ground,  it 
might  b^  a  place  of  favourite  though  of  melancholy 
resort  There  is  a  calmness,  a  repose,  and  a  vene- 
rable expression  of  Eld  about  it,  nhich  carry  one  back 
to  primitive  times,  and  force  one,  whether  one  will  or 
not,  to  take  notice  of  the  vicissitudes  of  churches  and 
of  states.  Nor  is  the  reflection  without  its  touch  of  • 
melancholy.  The  church  tells  us  of  forty  generations, 
of  whom  not  a  trace  now  remains,  while  the  lovely 
country  upon  which  one  looks  down  from  its  grave-fur- 
rowed tracing,  looks  as  young,  as  green,  and  as  lovely 
as  ever.  Even  thus  in  the  la^se  of  ordinary  events,  and 
without  casualty  or  crime,  "  man  and  his  inarveb  melt 
away,**  while  nature  returns  annually  into  new  life, 
and  beaj'sno  trace  of  decay. 

When  from  the  soft  melancholy  excited  by  these  con- 
siderations w^  tuni  to  the  lowly  grave  of  Weare,  a 
more  bitter  tone  of  anguish  mingles  with  our  feelings. 

From  that  grave  we  can  see  almost  the  very  spot 
where  he  was  murdered,  and  the  whole  track  by  which, 
he  went  from  Elstree  a  living  man,  in  the  anticipation , 
of  enjoying  the  sports  of  the  field,  and  the  festivities  of 
the  board— -and  also  that  by  which  he  was  borne  to 
this  place  a  mangled  and  lifeless  corpse. 


THOMAS  THURTELL'S  STATEMENT. 

On  the  same  day  on  which  the  Coroner's  jury  was 
held,  Thomas  Thurtell  delivered  to  the  magistrates  a' 

completely  cffeclcd  his  purpose,  by  shooting  her  dead  upon  the  spot; 
after  which  he  nwde  an  abortive  attempt  upon  his  own  life.  For  ihia 
Clime  lie  was  tried  and  executed.  See  anaft'ecting  account  of  the 
VfUnh  affair  iti  Wilkituon*s  Newgate  Calendar  Impraoed^  published 
bv  Mr.  KcUji  of  Paternoster  Row,  London. 
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Httea  statement,  of  which  ihe  following  is  the  sut>- 


It    OQinuieoces    by   stating,  that,'  on  the    day  of 

the    murder,  he  met  his  bother  and  Hiint  at   the 

Coac^  and  Horses.     In  tlje  evening  Hunt  came  lip 

to   the  door  in! a  gig,  drawn  by  a  grey  horse,  into 

which  Joi>n .  Tburtell,  his  brother,  got,   and  drove 

asvay ;  Hunt  .went  away  with  Probert.     He  saw  two 

pistols  with  his  brother  John,  and  asked  him  what  he 

wanted  .with  tfaeui?     Hunt  made  use  of  a  dreadful 

expression/and  asked  him  what  was  that  to  him  ?  and 

then  turning  to  Probert,  said,  *  Bill,  will  you  be  in 

jt  V      Before  they,  went  away  Probert  smiled. 

.    Hunt  had.  previously  brought  a  sack  and  some  cord, 

which  iie  put  into  John  Thurtdl's  gig,  and  then  said, 

*  Jack,  it's  all  right,  drive  away  like .'     Hunt 

said,  before  they  left  the  house  in  the  evening,  ad- 
dressing himself  to  John  Thurtell,  '  Jack,  our  friends 
had  better  be  civil,  or  tbey  will  get  served  out,'  fol- 
lowing this  threat  up  with  the  most  horrid  oatlis. 
,    Both  Jolio  Thurtell  and   Hunt  were  constantly 
talking  of  ripping  people  up,  and  shooting  them  ;  but 
he  (Thomas  Thurtell)  thought  it  was  only  their  idle 
bravado.     He  (Thomas  Thurtell)  was  engaged  the 
whole  of  the  Friday  night.    This  has  been  confirmed 
hy  creditable  witnesses. 

On  the  Saturday  morning  he  went  to  the  Coach  and 
Horses,  and  remained  there  all  day ;  John  came  about 
three  o'clock,. and  was  in  excellent  spirits.  He  (Tho- 
mas) remarked^  th^t  his  brpther*s  hands  were  much 
scratched,  and  asked  him  how  it  happened?  John 
said,  he,  Probert,  and  Hunt,  had  been  netting  par- 
tridges, and  tlaat  his  knuckles  were  scratched  by  the 
brambles.  He  ob$erved  a  gold  watch  in  John's  hand, 
and  asked  him  where  he  got  it?  John  told  him  to  ask 
no  questions,  as  it  was  no  business  of  his. 

Hunt  came  in  shortly  after  with  a  bundle,  contain- 
ing a  blue  coat,  a  buff  waistcoat,  and  a  pair  of  leather 
breeches,  which  he  had  taken  out  of  pawn  for  J. 
Thurtell.    On  putting  dow:n  the  bundle,  he  pulled 
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out  of  ills  pocket  three  sovereigns,  soinesiiver»  and 
a  five-pound  note,  and  said  to  Mr«  Noyes,  ^vfao  mi 

present,  '  Now  you ^  do  any  of  you  wani  change 

for  a  fifty-pound  note,  for  if  you  do.  Tin  your  man? 
We  are  Turpin-like  lads,  and  have  done  the  traded 
and  then  he  laughed  heartily,  and  winked  to  John. 
After  Noyes  went  but,  he  (Thomas)  ^liag  sorpriaed' 
at  such  declarations,  said  to  his  tHTo^her,  '  what  hate: 
you  been  doing?*  When  Hunt^xokumed»  *  why,  cons*- 

mitling  b ^y  murder,  to  be  sure.*    These  being 

%vords  of  ordinary  use  in  Hunt's  mouth,  be  did  not 
believe  him,  and  took  no  further  notice.  Hunt  ffaen 
nent  on  to  say,  *  we  have  been  shooting  game,  and 
Probcrt  has  been  holding  the  bag  ;*  he  (Thorny)  did 
not  for  a  moment  believe  they  had  tora  eommittiog 
murder. 

In  the  evening  he  (Thomas)  went  again  to  the 
Coach  and  Horses,  tmd  saw  Hunt  and  his  brother  at 
supper;  they  were  eating  oysters.  Hunt  repeated 
that  ihey  had  been  Turpin4ike  lads,  ttad  addressing 
John,  said,  *  we  must  have  a  bottle  of  wine,  nothing 
else  will  do  now,'  and  then  laughed.  He  said,  in 
continuation,  *  that  the  old  woman  (meaning  bis^  wife) 
was  in  a  precious  rage  with  him  for  stopping  but  ail 
night,  but  when  he  pulled  out  the  money  she  vaa 
satisfied.  He  gave  her  a  sovereign,  and  told  her  to 
get  a  pair  of  fowls  and  a  piece  of  pickled  pork.' 

The  statement  then  went  on  to  detail  the  circum- 
stance of  Thomas  Thwtell  walking  down  to  Probert's 
on  the  Sunday  morning.  He  was  overtaken  on  the  road 
by  his  brother  and  Hunt,  who  took  him  up.  On 
their  reaching  Edgware  they  met  Noyes,  and  Jotm 
alighted  aud  joined  him.  He  vi-ent  on  with  Hunt  to 
l^roberl's,  and  he  Observed  a  new  spade  in  tl>e  gig: 
Hunt  threw  the  spade  over  the  hedge,  saying,  *  Pin- 
bert  did  not  wish  his  mfe  to  know  be  u^as  extra- 
vagant.* 

They  all  dined  together  on  that  day;  Probert,  Mrs. 
Proberf,  her  sister.  Miss  Noyes,  Mr.  Noyes,  John 
T  urtell,   and  Hunt:  nothiiag   patticuhir  occiirrad* 
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He  retpetnbered  somebody  calling  on  Probert  and  ac- 
companying bim  on  busineM  to  Mr.  NicholVs.  When 
Probert  returned  be  appeared  extremely  agitated. 
He,  T.  Thurtell,  went  to  bed  with  his  children  early, 
and  neither  heard  or  saw  more. 

Such  is  the  substance  of  this  man's  statement.  It 
appeared  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  going  down  to 
Probert's  every  Sunday  to  see  his  children. 


STATEMENT  OP  Mr.  TETSALL. 

Mr.  Tetsall,  the  landlord  of  the  Coach  and  Horses, 
in  Conduit-street,  attended  the  Coroner's  jury,  with  a 
iiuml>er  of  other  persons,  to  grve  evidence,  that  Tho- 
mas Thurtell  could  not  by  possibility  be  actually  con- 
cerned in  the  murder ;  but,  as  there  was  no  evidence 
brought  forward  to  involve  Thomas  Thurtell  in  the 
affair,  arid  as  the  rest  of  Mr.  TetsalFs  evidence  affected 
the  other  persons  accused,  it  was  thought  proper  by 
the  magistrates  to  reserve  his  evidence  (sufficient  hav- 
•ing  been  adduced  before:  the  Coroner's  jury)  till  the 
trial  of  the  parties.  The  following  is  the  statement 
of  Mr.  Tetsall,  of  his  knowledge  of  John  Thurtell 
and  his  coadjutors : — 

Last  Tuesday  week  was  the  first  day  the  Thur- 
tells  came  to  my  house.  Probert,  whom  I  had  known 
before,  introduced  them.  A  true  bill  of  indictment 
bad  then  been  found  against  then)  for  setting  fire  to 
their  house,  and. Probert  urged  me  to  become  one  of 
their  bail,  but  I  declined.  They  stopped,  for  sonrie 
hours  drinking,-  and  having  paid  for  the  reckoning 
went  away. 

On  Wednesday  they  came  again  to  my  house ; 
Probert  and  T.  Thurtell  then  had  some  tea.  On 
Wednesday  -night  J.  Thurtell  came  and  slept  at  my 
house.  I  knew  that  they  wished  to  be  as  private  as 
possible,  because  they  had  not  been  able  to  get  bail, 
and  were  keeping  out  of  the  way.     On  Wednesday 
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night  Probert  said  to  me,  you  have  a  privatd  roodY, 
which  \^'e  should  l>e  glad  to  have  the  use  of,  to  traits^ 
act  business  which  requires  privacy.  I  told  him  tliey 
might  have  it,  aod  it  being  prepared  they  fetired  to 
it ;  and  persons  frequeiitly  visited  them  whom  I  did 
not  know. 

On  Thursday  they  dined  at  my  house ;  T.  Thor^ 
tell  paid  for  the  dinner.  Probert,  who  had  exerted 
himself  to  get  bail  for  the  Tburtells,  again  urged  me 
to  come  forward  ;  but  I  told  him  it  was  very  trouble- 
some, and  refused.  On  the  Friday  morning  (on  which 
night  the  murder  was  committed),  1\  Thurtell,  J. 
Thurtell,  Hunt,  Mr.  Noyes,  and  Probert,  breakfasted 
at  my  house,  in  the  private  room,  and  paid  seven 
shillings  and  sixpence ;  and  on  the  same  evening,  be- 
tween five  and  six  o'clock,  they  all  left  my  bouse,  and  * 
I  understood  that  they  hired  a  gig  at  Probatt's,  the 
Golden  Cross,  Charing- cross.  I  do  not  know  where 
the  other  gig  was  procured,  but  I  understood  it  was 
Proberfs. 

On  Friday  evening  T.  Thurtell  was  at  my  houso^ 
and  slept  there  the  same  niijht. 

On  Saturday  T.  Thurtell  and  Noyes  dined  at  my 
house,  aiid  after  dinner  Hunt  arrived,  and  partook  of  . 
what  they  had  left ;  he  arrived  about  three  o'clock.    , 

On  Saturday  night  both  J.  and  T.  Thurtell  slept 
at  nfy  house ;  and  on  Sunday  laorning,  wiion  John 
JThurtell  came  down  stairs,  he  was  dressed Jn  a  new 
pair  of  leather  small-clothes,  new  gaiters,  and  wais^ 
coat,  with  a  double  row  of  buttons  on  it;  be  then 
had, no  coat  on;  his  shirt  was  open  at  the  fronts  and  > 
thrust  under  his  waistcoat  collar,  so  that  his  neck  was 
bare.     He  looked  extremely  wild ;  I  thought  be  ap- 
peared like  a  madman.     In  this  state  he  went  out  of 
my  house,  and  crossed  the  street  to  Collis's,  the  hair*  > 
dresser,  to  get  shaved%   On  his  return  he  finished  dtm*^ 
sing;  he  put  on  a  new  blue  coat,  and  new  bati  and 
appeared  very  elegandy  dressed*     Thomas  Thorlidl 
was  in. my  house  at  the  tin^e  John  was.drea9ed,.apd  b9 
remarked  to  me  ^  How  fine  my  brother  is  to*day/ 
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Botfa'Joba  and  Tliomas  Tfaurtell  oi-dered  break- 
fast that  morning;  they. drank  only  one  cup  of  tea 
each ;  they  ate  noticing  at  all,  but  each  of  them  took 
a  glass  of  brandy.  They  had  a  piece  of  roasting  beef 
at  my  house,  which  they  said  they  were  to  take  with 
them  in  the  chaise  that  morning  down  to  Probert's, 
where  they  were  to  dine.  Noyes  was  also  presenifaRny 
tonse,  and  was  to  accompany  John  and  Thomas 
I'hurlell.  Noyes  said,  *  Mind  the  beef  is  taken,  or 
we  shall  get  no  dinner  when  we  get  there.*     ' 

Aboiit  half^past  ten  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning 
Hunt  and  John  Thurtell  left  my  house  in  a  chaise. 
Hunt  brought  the  chaise  to  the  door.     Noyes  walked 
on  two  hours  before,  and  J.  Thurtell  said,  *  We  shall 
overtake  him  on  the  road.'    Hulit  and  John  Thurtell 
put  the  beef  and  some  clean  linen  in  the  chaise,  and  I 
remarked  that  a  new  spade  pr  shovel  was  in  the  chaise 
at  the  time*     I  observed  to  a  Mr.  Price,  who  was  in 
my  house  when  they  drove  off*,  *  What  the  d — 1  can 
they  want  with  a  shovel,  on  a  Sunday,  when  they  are 
going  x}ut  in  a  chaise  on  {Measure  ?*     I  alsp  remarked, 
on  the  Sunday  morning,  the  contrast  between  Hunt's 
appearance  and  John  Thurteirs-    I  also  observed  that 
Hunt's  cout  was  dirty  and  torn  under  one  arm,  and 
that  his  small-clothes  were  torn  by  the  side  from  the 
pocket.     I  tliought,  from  the  appearance  of  the  back 
of  Htmfd  coat,  that  the  wb^l  of  the  chaise  had  beet) 
against  it,  and  as  he  was  not  shaved,  and  his  clothes' 
shabby,  I  said,  '  if  I  were  Thurtell,  I  woqM  not  ride 
with  him  in  that  condition.*' 

At'  that  time  (Sunday  morning),  Hunt  had  lirot 
shaved  off  iiis  whiskers, ;  atid  he  returned  with  Pro* 
bert's  boy,  Jem,  on  Tuesday  to  my  house,  and  tlien 
his  wliiskers  were  on;  He'  left  the  boy,  and  when  I 
saH^  biai  die'same  morning,  he  was  well  dressed,  aild 
his  whiskers  were  shaved  off  close. 

John  Thurtell  slept  at  my  house,  and  also  Hiint 
and  another  man  on  Tuesday  night.  The  last  per« 
son  was  a  man  about  fifty  years  of  age,  pock*frecken. 

On  Wednesday  morning  an  officer  of  police  ar- 
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rivedy  and  took  Tburtell  and  Hunt;  and  the  third 
person  who  slept  in  the  same  room  with  Tbortelli 
whose  name  I  do  not  know,  hastily  dressed  himselfi 
and  left  the  house. 


^i^mm 


COMMITTAL  OF  THE  PRISONERS  TO 

HERTFORD  GAOL. 

John  Thurtell  having  heen  fully  committed  by  the 
inagi8ti*ates  at  Hertford  on  the  chai^  of  murder,  was 
sent  to  Hertford  gaol  immediately  after  his  exami- 
nation, and  it  was  not  necessary  to  bring  him  up  before 
the  Coroner. 

In  consequence  of  the  verdict  of  the  Coroner's  in- 
quest, Hunt  and  Probert  were  also  committed  to  the 
Same  gaol,  where  they  arrived  between  four  and  five 
o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  in  two  post-chaises,  and 
well  guarded. 

The  visiting  magistrates  ordered  the  three  prisoners 
to  be  kept  separate;  that  they  should  be  double- 
ironed,  and  no  person  wliatever  permitted  to  see  either 
of  them,  unless  by  the  special  order,  or  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  magistrate,  excepting  the  chaplain  to  the 
gaol. 

The  arrangement  of  cells  was  discussed  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Hunt  and  Probert  on  their  arrival.*  On  the 
fiiHgistrates*  order  being  alluded  to.  Hunt  betrayed 
considerable  alarm,  and  entreated  that  he  might  not 
be  kept  in  solitary  confinement  *  Why  should  you 
fear  being  alone  V  was  asked ;  the  reply  was  evasive 
—Hunt  only  obsemng,  that  he  should  greatly  prefer 
the  company  of  three  or  four  persons. 

Although  it  was  determined  to  keep  the  prisoners 
apart  from*  each  other»  it  was  nevertneless  ordered, 
that  two  men  should  always  be  with  each,  and  Hunt's 
desire  was  complied  with. 

He  was  first  lodged  in  one  of  the  rooms  usually  de* 
voted  to  female  prisoners,  of  whom  there  were  none 
in  the  gaol  at  this  time. 
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The  three  prisoners  attended  ^divine  service;  they  - 
were  in  three  distinct  pews ;  the  text  was  appropriate:  J 
*^  I)o  justice,  love  mercy,  and  walk  humbly  with  thy  y 
God/*-^A  pin  might  have  been  heard  drop  during 
the  sermon.    Beyond  mute  attention,  nothing  peculiar . 
was  observable  in  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners. 


GILL'S  HILL  COTTAGE,  AND  THE  SCENE 

OF  THE  MUBDEB, 

The  luMise  is  well  situate  for  being  the  haunt  of  out* 
laws.  Placed  u|)oii  an  eminence,  it  commands  a  wide 
view,  while  it  can  be  overlooked  from  no  quarter,  and 
approoched  only  by  two  close  and  frightful  lanes* 
Even  from  these  it  is  apparently  shut  up ;  a  higli  and 
close  railing,  in  which  the  door  is  not  distioguisbable, 
runs  along  the  whole  front  of  the  house,  and  hides  it 
save  the  antique  roof,  from  the  view.  This  cottage 
is  an  old  farm*house,  in  a  very  decayed  and  crazy 
state ;  and  till  within  the  last  six  or  seven>  years,  it 
wi^  the  residence,  for  half  ax^entury,.  of  a  man  as  de<^ 
cayed  as  itself,  who  lived  in  seclusion,  and  conducted 
himself  as  a  miser.  About  si»  years  ago,  Probert 
obtained  a  lease  of  the  cottage,  without  the  farni; 
and  it  is%uppos%d  that  k  was  at  that  time  used  for  the 
purposes  of  illicit  distillation.  When  Probert  became 
a  bankrupt,  he  let  the  cottage,  and  again.  Obtained^ 
possession  of  it  a  few  months  before  the  mui'dor. 

The  cottage  itself  is  a  a  rude  though  rather  pic- 
turesque fabric;  this  is  heightened  by  its  peculiar 
form,  its  turret-looking  chimney-stalk,  the  dark  ivyed 
roof  of  the  kitchen,  the  tall  slender  chimqey-stalk ' 
upon  that,  and  the  thin  spiry  poplar  over  tiie  roof  ^f 
^  cottage.  The  place  is  wild,  is  romantic,  and  as- 
tociated  with  innooence  it  would  be  beauti&L 

Notwithstanding  the  desolation  with  which  it  is 
clad,  the  undressed  walks,  and  the  unpruned  trees, 
Mrroouding  the  pond,  the  view  of  the  jsottage  is  Ws^ 
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questionably  fine ;    and  if  the  view  of  one  side  of 
the  house  inspire  those  feelings  of  aversion  with  which 
all    p)ust  contemplate  the  frousy  scenes  of  lawless 
revel,  the  other  side  of  it,  associated  as  it  is  wilh  the  cir- 
cumstances, brings  across  one's  mind  a  chilling  fore- 
taste of  the  man$»ions  of  the  dead.     The  half-formed 
grave,  in  which  the  earth  herself  had  refused  to  cover 
the  blood  of  the  murdered, — the  tranquil  and  secluded 
pond  in  the  centre,  with  its  mourning  willow  and  its 
gloomy  cypress,  cold  and  dripping  to  the  view,  as  if 
they  had  hang  •  their  branches  over  tlie  river  of  obli- 
vion,— the  clumps  of  shrubbery,  lun  wild  for  want  of 
training,  seared  by  the  nippings  of  the  frost,  anU  scat- 
tering tl)eir  leaves  as  the  blood  of  the  slain  was  scat- ' 
tered  upon  the  ground, — and  tlie  window-less  and  gaol- 
like aspect  of  the  house — accounted  for  the  gloom 
and  melancholy  which  came  over  the  beholder  .with  a 
power  that  no  one  could  resist.    Nature  had  b^en  tliere 
in  her  beauty ;  but  the  hand  which  had  been  destined 
to  share  in  the  fruits,  if  not  in  the  deed,  of  violated 
hospitality  and  brutal  assassinatbn,  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  attend  to  the  beauty  of  inanimate  and  irra- 
tional nature.     There  hung  sometliing  sickening  over 
the  scene-— one  shuddered,  turned,  and  was  gone. 

Passing  the  ^cottage,  and  close  by  the  fai*m-yard,  on 
the  other  side  of  the  road,  you  enter  the  dismal  ravine 
of  Gill's  Lane.  The  very  ap()roach  to  it  l^ioks  as  if 
one  were  threading  the  mazes  of  those  subterranean 
labyrinths,  in  which  banditti  were  used  to  dwell. 
Beneath  hedges  which  meet  over  head,  and  through 
which  there  is  hardly  one  point  of  escape,  it  twines 
along  for  about  three  quartet's  of  a  mile,  at  the  end  of 
which  it  assumes  a  character  even  more  diirl^  and 
gloomy. 

Well  might  the  honest  rustic,  who  found  the  bloody 
knife  and  the  brain-bespattered  pistol,  upon  the  morn- 
ing after  the  murder,  say  to  his  companion,  as  at  day- 
break they  begun  their  work  in  Gill's  Hill  Lane : — Vlt 
is  a  fearful  place  tliis^t  is  a  place  for  black  deeds- 
even  now  it  is  dark,  as  dark  us  the  grave  ;'*  for  never 
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Sti  a  rich,  beautiful,  and  well-peopled  country,  wa& 
there  a  lane  more  dismal  .and  gloomy.  It  is  so  narrow 
that  one  can  with  difficulty  pass,  ao  crooked  that  one 
cannot  see  backwards  or  forwards^  so  ovei^shadowed 
that  the  beam  of  heaven  lights  not  upon  it,  so  tangled 
that  there  is  no  lateral  escape,  and  so  remote  from 
the  dwellings  of  men  that  the  loudest  cry  could  not  be 
audible. 

Giirs  Hill  is  about  fifteen  miles  northward  of  Lon^ 
don-^tfaree  miles  into  Hertfordshire;  and,  in  passing 
northward,  about  a  mile  to  the  left  of  the  road  from 
Elstree  to  St*  Alban's.  The  sui'rounding  country  is 
very  irregular  in  its  surface;  the  villages  and  farm* 
houses  are  comparatively  wide  of  each  other ;  and  the 
fields  are  intersected  by  narrow  and  crooked  lane^, 
fringed  on  both  sides  by  thick  and  shaggy-  hedges. 
On  %  spot  where  one  or  two  bushy  trees  form  a  ca- 
nopy almost  impenetrable— it  was  that  the  murderer, 
after  having  promised  entertainment,  and  pledged  his 
safe  convoy— after  having  been  left  to  cool  deliberation 
for  hoilrs-^after  having  passed  the  preconcerted  place 
of  assassination — after  having  p^issed  the  cottage  to 
which  he  had  pledged  to  Conduct  his  companion,  and 
where  he  had  promised  to  entertain  him  with  festivities 
and  songs — after,  in  shoft,  having  had  that .  pause, 
that  resting-place,  that  locUjf  pwnitcntiw^  in  which 
there  are  few  consciences  that  would  not  awaken — 
after  having  every  facility  given  him  to  repent — after 
having  tl^  abomination  of  thq  deed  reiterated,  as  it 
were,  in  the  numerous  points  at  which  he  had  been 
baulked  of  his  diabolical  coadjutors — after  having  re- 
morsei  as  it  were,  to  threaten  him  in  the  awful  gloom 
and  the  death-like  solitude,  and  Pity,  to  peep  through 
the  curtain  of  the  night,  and  cry  "  hoW !  hold  I'*  It 
was* here— here,  that  this  most  atrocious  deed  was  per- 
petTfkted ;.  it  was  here  that  he,  who  up  to  that  period 
nad'^ut  ot^  the  guise  and  worn  the  smile  of  a  friend 
and  a  protector,  turned  round  upon  the  man  who  had 
trusted  to  him — ^uppn  the  man,  who,  good  or  bad, 
had  reposed  in  him,  that  under  the  pledge  of  which  a 
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Starving  Bedouin  would  do  no  marder,  and  4niwing 
from  his  bosom  the  fatal  pistol,  (lit  companion  of  the 
heart  within  !)  discharged  it  in  the  face  of  the;  unsus- 
pecting victim  ;  dashed  him  out  of  that  vehicle  which 
had  been  offered  tor  his  safe  conveyance ;  pounced 
upon  him  like  a  wild  beast-— dashed  the  discharged 
fire-arm  literally  through  his  brains;  struggled  and 
struggled  ;  was  almost  mastered  ;  drew  forth  his  kni^ 
and  with  the  cooluess  of  an  anatomist  at  a  dissecting 
table,  felt  for  the  vein,  divided  \U  and  tiger-like  drank 
the  very  blood  of  his  victim. 

From  this  scene  we  are  glad  to  turn  (would  that  we 
had  not  so  to  describe,  or  our  readers  so  to  tliink  upon 
it !)  but  turn  where  we  will^  every  scene  is  filled  with 
more  horror  thchi  another.  We  pass  in  the  mean  time 
the  removal  of  the  body — the  attempt  at  inhumation, 
M'hich,  from  the  resistance  of  the  parent  earth  herself, 
failed — ^the  tearing  off  the  apparel — the  dotted  blood— 
the  concealment  in  tlie  pond — the  talk  of  filling  it  up— • 
the  dividing  of  the  spoil — the  putting  of  the  murdered 
man's  clothes  upon  the  back  of  Huntr-riie  jeers  and 
levities  at  Tetsall's — the  brandishing  of  a  pistol  hy 
Hunt  at  the  bar  of  the  Golden  Cross — the  return  to 
the  cottage — the  dinner — the  songs — the  profane  jests 
on  the  Sabbath — the  twinge  of  remorse  (rather  per- 
haps the  touch  of  cunning)  which  led  to  the  removal 
of  the  body  to 

THE  POND  NEAR  ELSTREE. 

This  pond  is  situate  close  by  the  side  of- the  road. 
It  is  formed  by  a  little  brook,  which  comes  from  the 
right-hand,  in  proceeding  northwards.  -  It  is  bounded 
by  the  hedge,  and  juts,  as  it  were,  into  tlie  road, 
which  is  defended  by  a  slight  railing  seen  in  the  fore- 
ground. Within  the  pond  there  are  many  shallows 
and  clusters  of  rushes,  and  thete  is  onl^  one  small 
space  of  it  which  suited  the  purposes  of  the  murderers, 
and  to  this  Hunt  guided  the  drcdoers  with  more  cer- 
tainty than  that  of  instinct.     "  A  little  this  way*'* 


> 
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said  he  to  theniy  after  the  first  unsuccessful  trial,  and 
**  ydu  may  depend  upon  finding  the  body."  There  is 
nothing  peculiarly  interesting  about  this  pond 


EXCLUSION  OF  PROFESSIONAL 

ADVISERS. 

Among  the  anomalous  circumstances  growing  out 
of  this  extraordinary  murder,  was  the  regulation  laid 
down  by  the  magistrates  at  Hertford,  that  no  profes- 
sional person  should  be  suffered  to  visit  the  prisoners, 
without  previously  satisfying  the  magistrates  they  were 
actually  engaged  for  the  defence  of  their  respective 
clients,  and  that  when  any  such  persons  had  once 
been  admitted  to  a  conference  none  others  would  be 
allowed  to  enter  the  prison.  The  following  is  a  copy 
of  the  singular  resolution,  and  which  has,  as  we  shall 
hereafter  show,  been  productive  of  some  very  import- 
ant measures. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  magistrates,  holden  this  8tb  day  of  No- 
vember, ISS.-i,  it  was  resolved — 

That  none  t>ot  magistrates  and  the  professional  advisers  of  the 
prisoners  be  admitted  to  visit  the  prisoners ;  and  jt  is  recom- 
mended that  none  but  visiting  magistrates  shall  avail  themselves 
of  their  right  to  visit  the  prisoners  until  after  the  next  gaol  deli- 
very. And  it  is  further  resolved,  that  no  professional  adviser 
shall  be  admitted  to  nee  any  prisoner  until  he  has  satisfied  a 
visiting  magistrate  that  he  is  employed  as  a  professional  adviser 
of  such  prisoner,  and  that  he  claims  to  see  such  prisoner  with 
the  sole  view  of  supplying  his  professional  assistance ;  and  it  is 
intended  by  the  above  to  include  within  the  description  of  pro- 
fessional advisers  none  who  are  not  admitted  attornies  of  one  of 
the  courts  of  law,  or  solicitors  in  the  Courts  of  Chancerv,  or 
barristers  at  law.  ^ 

(Signed    Dacre  Geo.  Brossey,  £•  Bourchier« 

Henry  Cowper  H.  Ridley,  C,  Chester, 

M'illiam  Dent,  J.  Pordoe,  C.  Brown, 

Samuel  Smith  John  Green,  P.  Haddon, 

Thomas  Daniell,  Thomas  Uoyd,  R.  Calvert, 

Chas.  Ross,  Rowland  Alston,  KSegarFtaiy* 


F.  Calvert, 
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It  excited  great  sorprise,  and  called  forth  no  trbeJl 
pottton  of  public  animadversion,  that  so  rigid  a  plan 
of  exclusion  should  have  ^been  adopted,  as  (Eibsolutely 
to  de[)rive  the  prisoners  of  the  advantage  of  the  bene- 
volent presumption  of  the  law,  that  every  accused 
person  is  to  be  considered  legally  innocent  until  his 
guilt  has  been  prooounced  by  a  jury  of  his  country. 
The  obstacles  thrown  in  the  Vfky  of  legal  adviser^, 
whom  the  prisoners  were  anxious  to  communicate 
with  during  the  short  time  in  which  they  had  to  pre- 
pare their  defence,  were  not  at  aU  consistent  with  the 
maxin^s  of  law,  and  the  right  which  every  British 
subject  Imd  to  clear  impartial  justice.  When  persons 
charged  with  the  foulest  deeds  are  tried  under  the  im- 
mediate exasperation  of  the  public  mind,  they  can 
hardly  be  said  to  have  the  benefit  of  a  fair  trial.  If, 
on  the  other  hand*  it  should  happen  that  extreme 
harshness  and  unnecessary  rigour  in  the  treatment  of 
prisoners  should  produce  a  re-action  of  feeling  in  the 
public  mind,  and  excite  sympathy  as  for  the  victims 
of  persecution,  public  justice,  instead  of  being  served 
will  be  defeated,  apd  tlie  accused,  although  they  should 
be  guilty,  will  escape  punishment,  through  the  effect 
of  the  commiseration  which  the  needless  severities  and 
hardships  to  which  they  are  exposed  naturally  excites 
many  people  after  the  first  sensations  of  terror  and 
alarm. 

.  The  system  adopted  in  this  instance^  is,  in  its  very 
nature  so  arbitrary  and  inquisitorial,  as  to  be  totally 
incompatible  with  the  principles  of  English  law ;  and 
i(  is;  at  the  same  time,  capable  of  being  madi;;  sub- 
servient to  the  worst  purposes  of  personal  malice  or 
political  revenge.  That  the  magistrates  who  so  strictly 
guaj'dcd  the  prisoners,  in  this  instmce,  frona  the  ne- 
cessary cQmrnunieation  widi  their  legal  advisers,  con- 
templated the  consequences  of  such  a  precedent  can- 
not  be  believed.  A  mistaken  sense'Of  duty,  and  an 
injudicious  .2eal,  mustt  have  ^iven  rise  to  the  vexatious 
course  adopted  by  them,  and  which  could  only  have 
the  effect  of  rendering  the  due  investigation  of  truth 
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Still  more  dilScuH  thpi)  before.  All  the  ii)i(gistrate$i 
however^  ^re  qot  deserving  of  t^p  Ulan^e  Qf  j^^ch  traps- 
actions*'  The  Hjgfa  Sl^riP"  (Mr.  Sutton,  of  l^oss 
Way,)  dill  not  a|  ^\l  approve  of  the  ftys^em  of  ffxtr(Bin§ 
uxclusion  put  in  pr^tjoe. 

The  Higt)  31|^itf  resicled  abppt  twentyrfive  iptlen 
from  the  coanty  Xowxi,  ai^d  })ad  ^ptborjzed  |be  Rev* 
IVlr,  Iflpydy  his  ch^iplain,  and  lyho  i$  also  a  iqagistiKUe^ 
to  do  al)  thftt  ^fts  requisite,  for  the  qqited  objeot  of 
the  sQfe  custody  pf  the  prisQ^erii  and  the  ftllpwancii  of 
thfs  proper  facilities  pf  defence.  Bpt  this  clprjpal  ma* 
gistrate,  who  lil;edf  it  wpujd  seem,  to  hfs  master  of  tiie 
ceremonies,  (shP$0  to  flf^^te  from  the  k|nd  ^qd  liberal 
intentions  of  the  superior  Authority  pf  tl|e  Higl)  Sher 
riff,  and  thereby  put  th^  tinfprtupatp  \x^n  iii  danger  pf 
being  unprepared  \o  m^et  thp  awful  afrfiy  of  justice  on 
the  di^y  ojf  their  tria}.  Th&t  hp  pould  b^i^  heisfi  9c- 
tudted  by  Any  improper  imd  uncharitable  mptive,  w^ 
are  not  inclined  to  supppse,  hpt  certainly  his  pfficiopn 
zeal  in  thip  instance  p^rtopk  npithisr  pf  tl)^  justice  pf 
tlip  la^v,  npr  of  the  poercifu)  spirit  of  the  Gp$pe|»    ^ 

The  High  Sheriff,  actnal^d  by  tbppe  motivps  w)iic|) 
malce  Pfficial  pqiver  the  insfruinent  of  law»  apd  pp| 
the  engine  of  p$ssioo  or  caprice,  went  tp  the  g^,  and 
broke  through  the  o&nsiv^  regu)ationS|  by  causiqg 
two  gentlemen  $0  b^  admitted  to  see  and  ci^vers^ 
with  the  prisoners. 

The  fd^nds  of  Thurtetl,  however*  who  bad  beea 
most  annoyed  by  this  prohibitpry  regulation,  b^d  rp* 
solved  upon  an  appeal  to  higher  authprUyi  V^d  ^r 
cprdingly,  on  the  Idth  of  Npvember,  the  .very  day  on 
which  the  High  Sheriff  took  upon  himself  th^  r^spOIV 
sibility  of  breaking  through  the  obnoxious  prdisr,  the 
following 

PROCEEDINGS  IN  TIJE  COUflT  OF 

KING'S   BENCH 
took  plaice; 

lllr.  Phitty  moved  for  a  rule,  c^Ili^g  pg  th# 
keeper  of  tl^  g»ol  of  this  cpunt.y  of  (iiertfopdi  wA  tb« 
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visiting  magistrates  of  the  said  prison,  to  shew  dause 
why  a  mandamus  should  not  issue  to  them,  command- 
ing them  to  admit  Mr.  Fenton,  an  attortiey,  into  th^ 
prison,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  iniCructions  neces- 
sary to  the  defence  of  John  Thurtell,  committed  to 
the  said  prison,  to  take .  his  trial  at  the  approaching 
assizes,  for  the  wilful  murder  of  the  late  Mr.  Weare, 
He  founded  his  motion  on  the  statute  4th  Geo.  IV. 
c.  64,  ^*  An  Act  for  Consolidating  and  Amending  tlie 
Laws  relating  to  the  Building,  Repairing*  and  Regu- 
lating of  certain  Gaols  and  Houses  of  Correction  in 
England  and  Wales ;"  by  section  1 0  of  which,  certain 
rules  and  regulations  to  be  observed  in  all  gaols  were 
ordained.  One  of  the  rules  declared,  that  due  pro- 
vision shall  be  made  for  the  admission  at  proper  times, 
and  under  proper  restrictions,  of  persons,  with  whom 
prisoners  committed  for  trial  may  desire  to  commu- 
nicate;  and  such  rules  and  regulations  shall  be  made 
by  the  justices  in  General  Quarter  Sessions  assembled, 
for  the  admission  of  the  friends  of  convicted  prisoners, 
as  to  such  justices  may  seem  expedient ;  and  that  ju»- 
tices  shall  alto  impose  such  restrictions  upon  the  com- 
munication and  correspondence  of  all  such  prisoners 
%vith  their  friends,  either  within  or  without  the  walls 
of  the  prison,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  the 
maintenance  of  good  order  and  discipline  in  such  pri- 
son. In  this  case,  the  learned  counsel  said,  he  com- 
plained of  the  total  exclusion  from  the  prison  of  the 
professional  gentleman,  to  whom  the  prisonisr  was  de- 
sirous of  communicating  instructions  for  his  defence. 

The  Chief  Justice. — The  first  question  is,  whe- 
ther we  have  the  power  of  interfering  in  the  way  sug- 
gested, or  whether  the  legislature  has  delegated  the 
whole  power  to  the  visiting  justices. 

Mr.  Chittt  pointed  out  to  the  attention  of  the 
Court  the  rules  and  regulations  authorized  by  the  sta- 
tute referred  to. 

The  Chief  Justice. — Must  not  the  rules  and  re^ 
gulalions  required  to  be  made  by  the  statute,  be  such 
as  the  justices  shall  think  fit  and  proper? 
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\  ChittV  sbbnoitted;  that  indepeDdendy  of  tbe 
8tatute»  the  Court  had  autliQiity  to  grant  a  mandamus 
m  a  case  of  this  description,  ipaBmucb  as  they  had  a 
superintending  cotitrol. over  every  ]gaol  in  tlie  king- 
dom. Here  the  justices.had  venturedi  contrary  to  the 
first  principles  of  justice,,  to  make  an  order  denying  to 
the  unfortunate  prisoner  the  opportunity  of  conferring 
with  bis  legal  adviser,  as  to  the  course  to  be  adopted 
for  his  defence  against  a  charge  for  an  offence. of  tlie 
most  heinous  descriptibn. 

Mr*  Justice.  Best .*-^Tbe  jurisdiction  seems  to  be 
given  to  the  juisticest  who  are  to  make  regulations  as 
to  the  admission  of  persons  with  whom  prisoners  com- 
mitted for  trial  may  desire  to  communicate. 

Mr.  Chittv  still  urged,  that  without  any  regard  to 
the  statute  in  question,  this  Court  had  authority  to 
direct  what  persons  should  or  should  not  be  admitted 
to  the  gaol.  This  was  a  case  of  extraordinary  hard- 
ship. Th^re  was  no  desire  to  interfere  with  the  juris- 
diction  of  dse  justices  in  the  regulations  of  the  prison; 
ijut  this  was  the  case  of  a  man  merely  cpmmitted  for 
trial,  who  must  be  presumed  to  be  innocent  until  a 
jury  of  the  country  pronounced  otherwise,  and  yet  the 
justices  had  thou^t  proper  to  deny  him  the  assistance 
of  his  legal  adviser,  to  prepare  him  for  his  trial  on  an 
accusation  of  the  most  serious  complexion. 
,  Mr.  Justice  Bati-ey,.  after  referring  to  the  regu- 
lation, asked  whether  it  appeared  from  the  affidavits 
that  the  magistrates  bad  refused  to  allow  any  profes- 
sional person  to  attend  the  prisoner  in  gaol?. 

Mr.  Chitty  said  the  affidavit  did  not  go  that 
length.  The  fact  was,  that  the  attorney  of  the  pri- 
soner's family,  who  were  persons  of  the  highest  cha- 
racter, and  of  some' consequence  in  the  city  of  Nor- 
wich, had  been  sent  up  to  London  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  him  every  assistance  in  the  awful  situation, 
in  which  he  was  placed.  An  order  had  been  made 
by  the  justices  for  the  admission  of  this  gentleman  to 
the  prison,  with  tlie  concurrence  of  the  prisoner ;  ^but, 
inasmuch  as  Mr.  Jay,  the  gentleman  alluded  to^  re- 
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£iided  at  Notii'teb^  and  had  t»iblic  duties  tc^  Amimtgp 
ib  that  city^  which  would  render  it  ioconyenient  to  I6m 
t6  Hsmain  so  long  from  home  as  wad  necessary  to  t|ie 
edndu<*t  of  the  ])risoner's  defence,  he  was  desirous  of 
assi^ing  the  task  to  his  tdwn  i^ent»  Mn  Fento^  a 
i^[)ectable  London  attorney^  who  Was  at  the  woe 
dtne  mofre  ctmVersant  with  proce^ings  of  this  nature. 
Mr;  Fentbn  had  apjjlied  to  the  justices  to  substiUite 
his  nathe  in  their  ord^r,  in  lieu  of  that  of  Mn  Jay» 
but  the  justices  declined  complying  with  tills  request. 

Mf.  Justice  B£ST.-~rhe  question  is,  does  the  pri* 
soncr  desire  Mn  Fentoh  to  attetid  him  as  his  at* 
ttfrney  ? 

Mr.  Chittt  said,  that  the  pHsoner  in  his  affidavit 
distinctly  expressed  his  wish  that  Mr.  Fentoh  should 
attend  him,  inasmach  ks  Mr.  Jay's  avocations  in  the 
country  rendered  it  inconvenient  fof  bin^  to  conduct 
the  defetice.  The  order  of  the  justices  had  only  an* 
Ifaorized  Mr.  Jay  personally  to  attend  the  prisoner ; 
end  as  they  had  refbsed  to  allow  Mr.  Fenton  to  enter 
ihte  gaol,  it  became  necessary  to  toalie  the  present  ap^ 
plicatiob.  The  object  of  the  motion  was  for  a  man- 
damus td  hllow  Mf.  Fenton  to  visit  the  prisoner^  at 
all  seasonable  hours,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  pnt>- 

^ibnal  in^trubtioAS; 

« 

Mr.  Justice  BArLtr.*-^Yoii  do  not  wish  to  con- 
tinub  the  fiht-named  parly  in  the  brd)kr»  but  tnarely  to 
substitute  the  name  of  Mh  Fetiton  ? 

Mr.  CftitTT;— ^We  only  Want  one  person  to  .be 
admitted  to  th^  prisoner.  Mr.  Eehtoti  is  a  highly  re- 
spectable attorney,  and  the  prisoner  desires  that  he 
liiay  be  hdmitUsd  lo  the  gaol  to  receii^e  his  instnic- 
iions. 

Irhe  CnifeF  Jusritk;— In  what  terms  do  you  pro- 
pose to  frame  yout  Wotion  ! 

Mr.  CniTTY. — I  humbly  pray  your  Loirdafaip  for  a 

hile  to  sheiV  cause  why  ^  mandamus  should  iiot  issue 

to  the  visiting  justices,  atid  to,  the  aaoler,  requiring 

'  diem  respectively  to  afibrd  access,  tor  Mr.  Francis 

Fentod  to  John  ThurteU  at  all  seasonable  hours. 
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The  Court  deliberated  a  few  minutej^-— when 

The  Chief  Justice  said,  the  writ  of  mandamus, 
*tf  it  issuesr  in  the  first  iostaoce,  will  in  its  nature  ope- 
rate as  a  rule  to  shew  cause,  if  cause  can  be  shewn. 
Wi^  are  of  opinion,  that  you  had  better  take  the  writ 
in  the  first  instance,  ^nd  not  merdy  a  rule  to  shew 
H!aase  why  a  writ  should  not  issue ;  for,  if  cause  can 
be  shewn,  it  may  be  'made  matter  of  return  to  the 
writ.  You  had  better,  therefore,  take  a  writ,  directed 
to  the  justices,  to  the  sheriff,  and  to  the  gaoler,  com- 
manding them  respectively  that  due  provision  be  made 
for  the  adniiission;  at  proper  times  and  under  proper 
restrictions,  of  the  person  you  have  named,  to  John 
.'ll)urtell,  a  prisoner  committed  for  trial,  and  who  has 
desired  to  communici^te  with  Mr.  Fenton. 

Mr.  Chittt  then  prayed,  that,  as  Mr.  Jay  had 
seen  the  prisoner  once  or  twice,  and  had  received 
some  communications  from  him,  that  that  gentleman's 
name  might  also  be  inserted  in  the  rule,  in  addition 
to  that  of  Mr.  Fenton,  inasmuch  as  it  might  be 
important  that  both  gentlemen  should  communicate 
with  the  prisoner. 

The  Chief  Justice. — Be  it  so.  The  word  in 
the  statute  is  "  persons,"  and  I  see  no  objection  to 
what  you  suggest. 

The  followmg  peremptory  Mandamm  was  accord- 
ingly granted. 

**  The  Fourteenth  Day  of  Michaelmas  Term,  in  the  Fourth 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  George  the  Fourth. 

"  George  the  Fourth,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  to  the  sheriff  of  our  county  of  Hertfcutl,  and  to  the 
keepers  of  our  peace  and  justices  ot'  our  said  county,  being  vi- 
sitors of  our  gaol  of  oar  said  county,  and  also  to  the  keeper  of 
our  said  gaol  at  Hertford,  in  our  said  county,  and  to  every  of 
them  greeting  :  whereas  we  have  heen  given  to  understand,  in 
our  Court  before  us^  that  one  John  Thurtell  is  confined  in  bur 
gaol  at  Hertford,  in  and  for  our  .county  of  Hertford,  on  a  charge 
of  murder ;  and  whereas  we  have  been  further  given  to  under- 
stand, in  our  said  Court  before  us,  that  one  George  Jay,  of  the 
city  of  Norwich,  gentleman,  one  of  the  attornevs  of  our  said 
Coart,  and  also  one  Francis  Tarrant  Fentcm  of  Aastiu  Friars» 
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in  the  city  of  I/)ndon^  gentleman,  one  other  of  the  attomeji^  of 
our  said  Coart,  have,  and  each  of  tbem  hath,  hy  the  concorrence 
and  tvish  of  the  md  John  Tbartell,  heen  applied  li^  to  prepaie 
Tualeriais  and  eoliect  evidence  for  U19  defend  of  tl|e  said  J  obt 
Tburtelly  for  the  said  supposed  offence ;  au4  whereas  ve  have 
also  heen  given  to  understand  in  our  said  Court  before  iis>  thai 
the  said  George  Jay,  and  the  said  Francis  Tarrant  Fenton  haye^ 
and  each  of  thera  hath,  applied  to  you,  or  some  of  you,  for  their 
iwlinisiioa  reapectiyely  to  the  said  eael«  at  pniper  times,,  aii^ 
under  proper  restrictions,  to  see  and  commanicate  with  the  said 
John  Thurtell  as  hi^  professional  advisers,  for  the  purpose  of 
receiviiiff  instructions  from  him  from  time  to  time  to.preiiare 
materials  and  collect  evideaoe  for  the  defence  of  the  said  John 
Thurt^  against  the  offence  of  whieh  be  is  so  obarnd  as  ofore* 
aaid ;  yet  you,  and  every  of  you,  well  kupwii^g  w  premises, 
but  not  regardin|^  your  duty  in  this  behalf,  have  wrongfully  rer 
fused  the  admission  of  the  said  George  Jay  and  Francis  Tarrapt 
Fenton  to  coramunioate  with  and  see  the  said  John  Thurtell  for 
the' purposes  aforesaid,  and  to  mak^  diie  provision  for  th^ir  re- 
spective admission  as  aforesaid,  in  contempt  of  us,  and  to  the 
sreat  damage  an4  prejudice  of  the  said  John  Thurtell,  as  we 
nave  been  informed  from  complaint  made  to  us  in  this  behalf; 
we,  therefore,  being  willing  that  due  and  speedy  justice  should 
be  done  in  this  respeot  as  tt  is  reasonable,  do  command  you  thb 
said  visiting  magistrates  and  every  of  you,  firmly  eujoining 
you,  that  you  or  some  of  you  do  immediately,  upon  your  receiving 
thi^  our  writ^  make  due  provision  for  the  iipmediate  admission, 
at  proper  times,  and  under  proper  restrictions,   of  the  said 
George  Jiiy  and  Francis  Tarrant  reaton  respectively  into  the 
said  gaol,  for  the  purpose  of  communicatii^g  with  the  said  Joh|i 
Thurtell,  a  prisoner  in  the  S4id  gaol,  committed  for  trial  on  a 
charge  of  felony  and  murder,  wHo  hath  desired  to  communicate 
with  the  said  George  Jay  and  Francis  Tarrant  Fenton ;  and  ite 
also  command  you  the  said  sheriff,  and  also  the  said  keeper, 
immediately  to  admit  the  said  George  Jay  and  Francis  Tarrant 
Fenton  into  the  said  ^ael,  and  to  continue  such  admission  ac- 
Gordio^  to  such  provisipn^,  or  show  us  cause  lo  the  contrary 
thereoi,  le$t  \>y  your  default  |he  same  complaint  should  he  re- 
peated to  us  i  and  how  you  shall  have  executed^  this  our  writ,  . 
make  known  to  us  at  Westminster,  on  Thursday  next  after  fif- 
teen days  of  St.  Martin,  then  returning  to  us  this  our  writ ;  and 
this  you  are  not  toomjtp — ^Witness,  Sir  Charles  AblxHt,  K»t., 
at  ^Westminster,  the  19  tb  day  of  November,  in  the  fourth  year  of 
our  reign. 

**  By  the  Courti  "  LysHixirciTON/' 

*<  By  nde  of  Court, 

The  inagistrates  immediately  coipplied   with  the 
Maudamuiy  and  the  prisoners  were  thenceforward 


suffered  to  communicate  with  their  legal  advisers,  sub*- 
ject  only  to  the  usual  tind  necessary  restrklions  which 
circumstances  justified. 

On  the  S7th  of  November^  just  as  the  jadges  were 
about  to  retire  at  an  unusually  late  hour^ 
'  Mr.  Platt  rose  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  and 
presented  a  largo  and  cIosely*written  skin  of  parch* 
ment  io  ih^  offi<ier  annexed  to  the  writ  of  Mandffmu§. 
The  learned  coutisel  said,  this  was  the  returfi  of  the 
magistrates  of  Hertfordshire  to  the  Mandamus  IssQed 
respecting  Hertford  gaoiy  apd  prayed  that  it  might  be 
read. 

The  LoED  Chiev  Justice.— Have  the  magis« 
(rates  obeyed  the  writ  ? 

Mr.  Platt.— Yes,  my  Lord,  they  have ;  but  they 
wish-**— ' 

•  The  LcHiD  CuttF  Justice* — If  they  have  obeyed 
the. writ,  why  do  they  make  any  return? 

Mr.  Platt. — My  Lord,  they  are  anxious  to  state 
•the  reasons  of  their  oonduot,  and  they  have  set  them 
forth  At  length  in  this  return.  Imputations  have  beea 
cast  on  them,  and  they  are  desirous  of  showing  that 
they  are  groundless. 

The  Lord  Chief  JuaTicE.-^No  imputation  has 
been  cast  on  them  in  this  place. 

Mr.  Justice  Best.^^I  am  sure  I  cast  none.     . 
"    Mr.  Platt. — No,  my  Lord;  but  their  conduct 
has  been  impugoed,  and  therefore  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  move  it. 

'  The  LoHD  Chiec^  JustiCE.«*-The  magistrates 
have  6beyed  the  writ^  and,  therefore^  we  can  bear  no 
returdi    It  is  tiot- necessary  to  the  purposes  of  justice. 

The  ]*etnrn  wad  not  read,  and  the  judges  soon  after 
leA  the  Court. 


,t  iti<   n  U 


THE  SURREY  THEATRE. 

When  we  reflect  on  the  intense  excitement  produced 
Oft  the  public  mind  by  the  dreadful  events  at  GiU's 
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Hill  Lane,  it  is  rather  to  be  lamented  than  wondered 
at  that  advantage  should  have  been  taken  of  the  state 
of  popular  feeling  by  some  mercenary  and  unfeeling 
individuals. 

The  most  flagrant  instance  of  such  disgraceful  con- 
duct was  exhibited  in  the  production  of  a  melo-drama 
at  the  Surrey  Theatre,  on  Monday,  the  17th  of  No- 
vember, under  the  title  of  "  The  Gamblers/*  of 
which  the  foHowipg  is  a  programme : — 

*•  Mordaunt,  at  whose  cottage  the  murderers  are 
secured,  is  described  as  a  victim  of  the  seduction  of 
Woodville  and  Bradshaw,  two  notorious  gamblers  and 
desperadoes.  The  former,  finding  that  he  is  likely  to 
get  a  large  booty  by  assassinating  his  acquaintance^ 
Frankly,  to  whom  he  owes  an  old  grudge  for  money 
lost  to  him  at  play,  takes  him  down  to  '  clean  out  a 
flat,^  as  it  is  termed,  at  a  short  distance  from  town. 
This  is  supposed  to  be  after  midnight,  previously  to 
which  Frankly  is  seen  at  hazard  winning  all  the  money 
at  the  table.  No  stronger  stimulus  could  be  applied 
to  inflame  thiese  villains*  cupidity.  He  is  hurried 
down  to  his  ruin  in  the  gig  with  Woodville,  Bradshaw 
being  placed  in  ambush  for  him  at  the  entrance  of  a 
Jane,  which  is  not  unlike  that  in  which  the  murder  of 
Mr.  Weare  was  perpetrated,  l^hey  are  traced  from 
the  ruins  of  a  warehouse  consumed  by  Are  in  Wat- 
ling-^treet,  where  they  ascend  the  gig,  to  the  Bald- 
fM:ed  Stag,  at  Edgeware,  and  subsequently  to  the  lane 
at  Gill's  Hill.  The  horse  and  gig  are  the  self-same;, 
which,  in  an  ill-fated  hour,  conveyed  Thurteli  and 
Weare  out  of  town.  The  identity  of  the  vehicle 
and  horse  formed  the  strongest  feature  of  interest 
in  the  eyes  of  the  audience,  if  we  could  safely  collect 
that  expression  from  the  applause  that  followed  their 
appearance.  Previously  to  this,  the  audience  had  been 
introduced  to  the  amiable  wife  and  family  of  Mor 
daunt,  whO|  in  consequence  of  being  ruined  in  his 
prospects  by  a  fatal  attachment  to  play,  had  been 
compelled  to  seek  an  asylum  at  a  cottage,  which  the 
bills  assured  us  was  an  accurate  r^sfmblancc  of  Gill's 
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Hill  Cottage,  with  its  pond  and  garden.    Mordaunt 
has  just  fried  his  all  at  a  comn)on  gaming-house,  and 
rfturned  destitute  to  his  wretched  home^  where  be  is 
abruptly  broke  in  upon  by  the  villains,  Woodville  and 
Dnidsbaw,  who  in  the   preceding  scene  w^re  seen 
completing  the  murder,  as  it  is  supposed»  and  robbing 
of  Frankly  in  the  adjoining  lane,  when  the  explosion 
of  a  pistol  is  heard,  and  Frankly  falls  from  the  gig, 
and  is  dragged  by  the  accomplices  through  the  hedge. 
The  object  of  their  unwelcome  visit  to  Mordaunt  is 
announced,  by  Woodville's  informing  him  he  is  come 
fo  relieve  his  necessities,  and  that  if  be  but  assists  him 
in  one  thing  his  difficulties  shall  be  for  ever  at  an  end. 
lie  presses  money  on  him,  and  gives  him  also,  a  bond 
of  his  for  one  thousand  pounds,  which  he  tells  him  he 
has  forced  from  the  wretch,  Frankly,  who  was  in  part 
his  ruin.    Mordaunt  sees  blood-spots  on  the  bond, 
and  forces  them  to  leave  the  place,  though  he  pro- 
mises to  conceal  their  guilt.     Immediately  after  this, 
the  officers  of  justice  apprehend  him ;  and  whilst  pro- 
testing his  innocence,  which  is  vouched  for  by  his 
unhappy  wife,   who  embraces  him,    Bradshaw  and 
Woodville  again  make  their  appearance,  and  are  re- 
cognised by  the  two  men  employed  in  mending  the 
lane  where  the  murder  took  place.     To  add  terror  to 
conviction,  the  bleeding  body  of  the  unhappy  Frankly 
'  is  borne  in,  supported  by  some  countrymen,  who  call 
on  the  villains  to  look  on  their  victim.     He.  is  dis- 
covered to  be  still  alive,  makes  a  formal  recognition 
of  their  persons,  and  expires,  whilst  the  curtain  falls." 

The  allusions  in  this  drama  to  the  dreadful  event, 
which  forms  the  subject  of  our  narrative,  were  too 
palpable  to  be  overlooked  by  the  professional  gentle- 
men retained  by  the  family  of  Thurtell  for  his  de- 
fence at  the  approaching  trial.  Accordingly,  on  the 
19th  of  November,  immediately  after  he  had  obtained 
the  MandamuSj  commanding  the  admission  of  legal 
advisers  to  the  prisoners,  as  already  stated, 

Mr,  Chitty  addressed  the  Court.  "  It  was  of  im- 
portance,  ho  said,   that  the  motion  which  he  was 
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about  to  submit  should  be  made  as  tafly  tsa  possible, 
for  th6  purpose  of  checking  a  most  scaiidal6iis  pro 
ceedlng,  as  it  respected  the  due  and  impartial  admini- 
strdtibn  of  justice.  He  was  instructed  to  move  for  a 
criminal  information  against  the  proprietbr  and  prln- 
ter  of  the  Surrey  Theatre,  for  an  indecent  and  unlaw- 
ful excitation  of  thfe  public  mind,  by  representing,  in  a 
dramatic  form  tipon  the  stage,  a  tragedy,  founded  on 
the  supposed  incidents  of  the  late  dread fbl  murder. 

The  proprietor  of  this  theatre  hdd  presumed  to  per- 
sonify upon  the  stage  the  actors  in  the  late  allied 
tnurder;  he  had  introduced  tipon  the  stage  perdona 
i-epresjsnting  John  Thurtell,  and  the  deceased  Mr. 
Weare ;  had  exhibited  the  identical  horse  and  rfg  ia 
tvhich  Mr.  Weare  was  supposed  to  have  been  driven 
to  the  scene  of  his  death,  and  hdd  actually  given  a  re- 
J)resentatioh  to  the  public  df  the  supposed  raurdferer. 
A  gentleman  of  great  respectability,  whose  affidavit  he 
had,  deposed  that  he  had  attended  the  theatre  last 
night,  and  saw  this  shattieful  exhibition  displayed  to  a 
crowded  house ;  that  it  produced  extraordinary  cjccf- 
tatipn,  and  such  applause  aS  was  disgraceful  to  d  Bri'- 
tish  public,  professing  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and 
boasting  of  its  justice.  He  treed  not  suggest  to  the 
Court  the  atrocious  and  monstrous  indecency  of  such 
an  exhibition,  calculated  as  it  was  to  destroy  all  hope 
of  a  fair  trial  of  a  human  being,  perfectly  innocent 
until  the  verdict  of  a  jury  declared  othervtise,  and 
whose  life  was  placed  in  jeopardy  by  this  and  othet 
extraordinary  proceedings  taken  for  the  excitement 
and  gratification  of  public  fcnriosity. 

The  CftiEi  JuSTiC]^. — How  do  you  connect  the 
party  against  Vhom  you  move  with  the  transaction  ? 

Mr.  Uhitty. — My  Lord,  I  have  an  affidavit  that 
one  of  the  persons  has  admitted  himself  to  be  the  pro- 
•prietor  of  the  theatre ;  and  I  also  move  against  the 
printer  of  the  play-bill  announcing  the  disgraceful  re- 
presentation, his  name  being  attactied  to  the  bill. 

The  Chief  Justice. — Take  a  rule  to  shew  cause. 

On  the  24th   of  November,  Mr.  Denman  and 


Mr*  BameweU»  on  behalf  of  the  propHetOTi  ead  Mr.  Mar*^ 
ryatty  on  behalf  of  the  printer,  appeared  to  show  cause 
«g^]ost  the  rule>  obtamed  by  Mr.  Chitty  on  the  19tb« 
Thp  matter  undei^eot  a  loi^ '  discussion,  and  ulti*: 
matdy  the  rule  was  discharged  as  far  as  related  to  the 
printer,  and  iBade  absolute  with  regard  to  the  proprie- 
tor and  manager  of  the  tlitetre. 


<^mim^tmm^^ 


DISINTERMENT  OF  THE  BODY  OF 

WEARE. 

-  In  consequence  of  a  supposed  defect  in  the  chain 
of  evidence,  from  which  some  doubt  arose  as  to  the 
poj^sibiiity  of  proving,  that  one  of  the  parties  accused 
had  been  seen  in  company  with  Mr.  Weare  on  the 
night  of  the  murder,  it  was  judged  necessary  to  open 
thie  grave,  in  order  to  adbid  the  ostler  at  the  White 
Lion,  Edgeware,  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  corpse, 
as  two  persons,  one  of  them  supposed  to  be  Mr. 
Weare,  had  called  there  in  a  gig  on  the  evening  of  the 
S4th  of  October,  and  the  ostler  was  of  opinion  that  hi 
should  know  the  face  of  either  of  them  again. 

Before  the  exhumation  took  place,  some  of  the  par^ 
ties  spoken  to  on  the  occasion  were  in  doubt  whether 
it  would  be  of  any  use  t6  inspect  the  body  in  its  then 
itate.  A  medical  gentleman  overruled  this,'  by  de» 
daring  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  the  corpse  would  be 
found  nearly  as  perfect  as  when  it  was  originally  cobh 
mitted^to  the  earth. 

The  disinterment  having  been  deltermined  upon,  it 
was  judged  expedient  to  avoid  giving  unnecessary 
publicity  to  the  proceeding,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the 
sepulchre  should  not  be  re-opened  in  the  day-tiine« 
Pthrsuant  to  this  resolution,  the  parties  who  were  to 
perform  and  witness  the  disinterment  repaired  to  the 
churcb-yard  at  ihidnight.  The  night  was  dark,  and 
the  weather  m6st  inclement.    Storms  of  rain  wd  hail 
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assailed  the  individuals  who  had  taken  upon  them- 
selves the  unpleasant  task ;  but  these  did  not  dispose 
them  to  abandon  the  design.  To  lift  the  coffin  from 
Its  resting-place  was  a  work  of  no  small  toil  and  djffi* 
culty.  The  grave  was  nine  feet  deep,  and  for  the 
purpose  now  in  view  it  was  necessary  to  dig  a  mocfa 
larger  pit  than  had  originally  been  prepared.  From 
this  circumstance,  though  every  practicable  exertion 
was  made,  the  work  proceeded  but  slowly.  The 
secret  had  been  so  well  kept,  that  none  of  the  neigh- 
bours approached  while  tlie  labourers  were  seeking  the 
coffin.  No  one  was  present  but  thosei  appointeid  to 
conduct  the  undertaking. 

The  individuals  who  attended  were,  Mr.  Clutter* 
buck,  the  magistrate :  the  clergyman  of  the  parish  ; 
Mr.  Ward,  the  medical  gentleman  from  Watford,  who 
had  given  evidence  on  the  Coroner's  inquisition  ;  a 
second  medical  gentleman,  the  assistant  of  the  former ; 
Mr.  Fieldy  the  landlord  of  the  Artichoke  at  Elstree, 
who  acted  as  oreman  on  the  Coroner's  inquest ;  the 
magistrate's  clerk  ;  the  undertaker,  the  ostler  of  the 
White  Lion,  the  grave-digger,  and  five  or  six  la- 
bourers. 

When  the  men  had  got  almost  to  the  coffin,  tb^ 
had  to  contend  with  several  impediments,  which 
caused  unlooked-for  delay.  It  was  found  the  grave 
contained  a  great  deal  of  water,  and  the  earth  which 
surrounded  the  remains  of  the  deceased  was  not  easily 
removed  out  of  the  way  of  the  labourers.  A  very 
spacious  hole  was  at  last  formed,  and  a  rope  was  passed 
under  the  head  of  the  coffin*  It  was  then  supposed  * 
that  little  exertion  would  be  sufficient  to  remove  it ; 
but  from  the  immense  pressure  which  it  had  sustained, 
it  was  so  deeply  bedded  in  the  soil,  and  was  so  heavy 
from  the  water  it  contained,  that  the  efforts  of  .those 
who  at  first  attempted  to  lift  it  were  wholly  nugatory. 
It  demanded  the  strength  of  eight  or  ten  men  to  raise 
it  on  end.  By  great  exertion  this  was  at  length  ac- 
complished, and  the  coffin,  which  had  been  nearly 
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full  of  water,  was  ixtxight  up.  The  lid  was  then  un- 
screwed, and  the  oorpee  <xice  more  submitted  to  in- 
spection. 

We  forbear  to  enter  into  any  minute  description  of 
the  ghastly  spectacle  which  now  met  the  view,  when 
the  lights  were  brought  close  to  the  deceased.  The 
secrets  of  the  charnel-house  are  too  awful  for  the  general 
perusal  of  those  who  yet  live,  and  we  therefore  draw 
a  veil  over  the  appalling  peculiarities  of  the  scene.  It 
is  sufficient  to  say,  that  when  the  contents  of  the  coffin 
i/i'ere  looked  upon,  it  was  instantly  obvious  to  every 
one  that  recognition  was  impossible.  The  ostler  ap- 
proached the  much  wasted  remnant  of  mortality,  but 
to  no  purpose.  Unusually  rapid  decomposition,  oc- 
casioned, it  was  supposed,  by  the  water  in  which  the 
body  was  found  immersed,  rendered  all  the  toil  which 
had  been  undergone  Jtterty  useless.  The  lid  of  the 
coffin  was  then  replaced  and  screwed  down,  and  the 
body  was  again  lowered  into  the  grave. 


Having  thus  given,  in  chronological  order,  a  faith- 
ful and  digested  account  of  all  the  proceedings  in  this 
extraordinary  affietir,  carefully  abstaining  from  a  repe- 
tition of  the  many  falsehoods  and  exaggerated  state- 
ments which  were  set  afloat  o'ti  the  occasion,  we  shall 
continue  our  narrative  with  an  account  of  the 


PROCEEDINGS  AT  HERTFORD. 

r 

On  the '4th  of  Deiiember,  a  period  which  had  been 
looked  for  with  so  much  anxiety  by  all  classes  of  so- 
ciety, the  assizes  for  ttie  county  of  Hertford  com- 
menced. Mr.  Justice  Park  and  Mr.  Justice  Holrpyd 
were  the  judges  who  presided.  The  usual  ceremonies 
attendant  on  the  arrival  of  the  judges — the  procession 
to  church— -the  opening  of  the  commission — and  the 
proclamation  against  vice  and  immorality— having 
been  gone  through,  the  following  gentlemen  of  the 


r 


74  MUADER   OF   WSARX, 

couQty  were  chosen  the  Grand  Jury  for  the  present 
assizes.  ^. 

GRAND  JURY. 

The  Hon.  William  Lamb,  of  Hatfield. 
The  Right  Hon.  Sir  G.  Ooseley,  of  HerUngfordbufy*  Bart 
Sir  John  Sanders  Sebright,  of  Bansted,  Bart. 
Sir  Culling  Smith,  of  Essendon,  Bart. 
Sir  George  Duckett,  of  Cheshunt,  Bart. 
The  Hon.  Baron  Dimsdale,  of  Essendon. 
Henr J  Cowper,  of  Tewin,  Esq. 
William  Baker,  of  Bavfdlrd,  Esq. 
Thomas  Hope  Bydc,  of  Ware,  Esq. 
Nicolson  Calvert,  of  Hunsdon,  Esq. 
Thomas  Byron,  of  Bay  ford,  Esq. 
Samnel  Smith,  of  Watton,  Esq. 
Thomas  Daniell,  of  Little  Berkhamsted*  ^>q- 
Daniel  Giles,  of  Standon,  Esq. 
Adolphus  Meetkerke,  of  Julian's,  Esq. 
.    Patrick  Hadow,  of  Shenley,  Esq. 

Thomas  Nash  Kemble,  of  North  Mimmi,  Ei»q. 

Jacob  Bosanquet,  of  Broxbourne,  Esq. 

William  Robert  Phillimore,  of  Aldenfiam,  Esq. 

Chas.  Edmund  Rumbold,  of  Walton,  Esq. 

William  Wilshere,  of  Hitchin,  Esq. 

John  Currie,  of  Essendon,  Esq. 

William  Heygate,  of  North  Mimms,  Esq. 

John  Fain  Timmins,  of  Aldenhara,  Esq. 

George  Palmer,  of  Much  Hadham,  Esq 

Charles  Montgomery  Campbell,  of  Bennington,  Esq. 

Wra.  Hale,  the  younger,  of  Codicote,  Esq. 

Nicholas  Segar  Parry,  of  Hertingfordbury,  Esq. 

Edmund  Morris,  Esq. 

Robert  Williams,  Esq.  .   „  « 

Samuel  Heathcote  Unwin  Heathcote,  of  Sheephall,  Esq. 

Claude  George  Thornton,  of  Tewin,  Esq. 

George  Proctor,  of  Ware,  Esq. 

Charles  Brown,  of  Amwell,  Esq. 

John  Early  Cook,  of  Cheshunt,  Esq. 

Ebeaezer  John  CoUett,  Esq. 

After  the  conclusion  of  this  ceremony,  procJamaUoft 
was  made  for  silence,  and  Mr.  Justice  Park  proceeded 
to  deliver  the  following 

CHARGE  TO  THE  GRAND  JURY. 

Qentimm  of  the  tJnwMl  Jury-Vre  are  assembled 
here,  at  this  unusual  season  of  the  year,  under  tai» 
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Miyesty's  Special  CommiMioD  of  Oyer  and  Terminer 
and  General  Gaol  Delivery,  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
such  oi&nces  as  have  taken  place  in  this  and  the 
nei^bouring  home  counties  since  the  last  summer 
astizes.  In  this  service  it  becomes  our  duty  to  dis- 
charge one  of  the  tnost  important  functions  which  can 
beloi^  to  us  as  memb^s  of  civil  society,  namely,  the 
administration  of  criminal  justice.  The  present  ap» 
pearance  of  the  gentlemen  whom  I  am  now  addressing, 
satisfies  me  that  his  Majesty's  wisdom  in  issuing  these 
commissions  will  never  be  frustrated,  as  frustrated  it 
would  undoubtedly  be,  if  ever  the  time  shduld  come 
when  the  administration  of  justice  was  not  attended  by 
gentlemen  of  the  first  dignity,^  ranic,  and  respectability, 
because  such  an  event  could  not  but  lessen  the  admi- 
nistration of  justiee  in  the  eyes  of  the  common  people 
of  £ngiand.     Nothing  can  be  more  important  and  ' 

more  essential  to  the  interests  of  the  community  than 
that  the  admtnistratioti  of  justiee  should  be  maintained 
in  its  purity,  by  the  countenance  of  all  honourable  and 
respectable  men. 

Gentlemen,  the  calendar  now  presented  to  us,  cod*  ^ 

tainsi  undoubtedly,  a  considerable  number  of  offencec. 
I  am  sorry  to  observe  a  great  number  of  crimes,  of 
various  descriptions,  set  down  for  trial.  What  the 
result  of  these  trials  may  be.  Gentlemen,  it  is  not  for 
me  now  to  judge.  Notwithstanding  the  number,  and 
the  variety  of  these  offenoes^  they  are  not,  in  general, 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  me  to 
address  to  yoa  any  particular  observations.  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  that  they  are,  for  the  most  part,  Mjch 
offences  as  you,  and  other  magistrates,  are  weekly, 
and,  I  am  almost  afraid,  daily  occupied  in  investigat- 
ing ;  and  the  principles  of  law  applicable  to  such  cases 
are,  probably,  as  well  known  to  you  as  they  are  to 
my  learned  brother  and  myself.  I  need  scarcely  add, 
tlwt  if  any  difficulty  should  arise  in  the  progress  of 
your  investigation  of  these  cases,  and  you  should  wisli 
to  knake  any  inquiry,  my  learned  bkX)ther  and  myself 
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will  most  cheerfully  and  readily  afford  you  our  assist* 
ance. 

There  is  one  case^  however,  on  which  it  is  neces* 
sary  thai  I  should  say  somediing,  because  I  under* 
stand  it  has  made  a  considerable  noise  in  the  worid. 
When  I  say  this,  I  do  not  say  it  idly ;  for  I  can  assure 
you,  with  truth,  that  I  have  seen  nothing  connected 
with  this  case,  except  the  depositions  which  we  re  sent 
to  me  when  I  was  appointed  a  judge  of  this  circuit, 
and  that  I  have  most  cautiously  abstained  from  read- 
ing one  single  word  which  has  appeared  in  any  of  the 
public  prints.  I,  for  one,  therefore,  may  say,  that, 
as  far  as  any  previous  opinion  of  the  case  is  concerned, 
a  more  impartial  person  than  myself  never  entered  a 
court  of  justice. 

I  feel  it  necessary  to  make  a  few  preliminary  obser- 
vations on  this  case,  with  a  view  to  future  circum- 
stances. The  language  of  reproach  is  never  fdeasant 
to  me ;  it  is  hostile  to  my  feelings ;  but  in  administer- 
ing the  justice  of  the  country  I  have  a  duty  to  discbarge 
M'hich  is  paramount  to  all  personal  considerations. 
These  depositions  have,  somehow  or  other,  as  I  have 
been  informed,  been  copiously  dispersed  by  means  of 
the  public  press.  The  fault  certainly  originated,  though 
I  have  no  doubt  most  unintentionally,  and  I  beg  not 
to  be  understood  as  throwing  out  any  personal  reflec- 
tion on  the  conduct  of  any  gentleman,  but  the  fault 
certainly  originated  in  the  magistrates  allowing  any 
person  whatever  to  enter  their  private  room  during  the 
investigation  of  tiie  matter,  and  to  take  notes  of  the 
case.  I  hold,  and  I  believe  I  shall  be  borne  out  in 
what  I  say  by  my  learned  brother,  that  there  is  a  vast 
difference  between  the  inquisitorial  and  the  judicial 
power  of  a  magistrate.  Where  a  magistrate  is  acting 
judicially,  he  is  liable,  like  all  other  judges,  to  be 
heard  and  judged  of  himself.  For  my  own  part,  I 
may  truly  say,  that  I  wish  my  judicial  opinions  to  be 
examined  with  all  possible  freedom.  I  trust  that  I 
always  mean  to  do  what  is  right,  but  I  am  aware  tha^ 
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I  am  contiDually  in  error,  for  no  human  being  can 
doubt  that  he  errs  continually/  because  he  £9  a  human 
being.  When  a  magistrate,  however,  is  inquiring 
into  a  crime,  to  say  that  all  tlie  depositions  in  such  a 
case  should  be  published  generally  to  the  world,  is  a 
proposition  which  cannot  be  listened  to  for  a  single 
moment.  It  is  his  duty  to  investigate,  to  inquire; 
and  the  statute  law  prescribes  a  rule  lor  his  conduct  in 
the  discharge  of  that  duty. 

The  statute  of  Philip  and  Mary,  which  was  passed 
upwards  of  two  hundred* and  fifty  years  ago,  requires 
that  all  examinations  before  magistrates,  in  cases  of 
murijer  and  felony,  shall  be  taken  in  writing,  and 
transmitted  to  the  judges  of  Oyer  and  Terminer.  The 
constant  practice,  with  respect  to  these  depositiohs, 
has  been  to  transmit  them  directly  to  the  judges,  and 
the  party  accused,  or  his  advisers,  have  never  been 
permitted  to  see  them.  The  depositions  have  been 
subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  counsel  for  the  pro- 
secution, and  to  the  officer  of  the  court,  as  well  as  to 
the  judges,  but  they  have  always  been  reli^ously  kept 
from  the  observation  of  the  accused.  * 

The  consequence  of  the  publication  of  this  evidence 
is,  that  the  accused  party  knows  all  that  will  be  pro- 
duced against  him  at  his  trial,  and  the  object  of  send* 
ing  the  depositions  to  the  judges  is  in  this  manner 
entirely  defeated.  It  occurred  to  me,  while  the  oath 
was  being  administered  to  the  Grand  Jury,  that  there 
was  another  strong  argument  to  shew  the  importance 
of  reserving  the  depositions  for  the  use  of  the  judges 
and  the  prosecutors:  the  grand  juryman  swears  to 
keep  the  Kmg's  counsel,  his  fellows'  and  his  own 
secret ;  but  by  the  publication  of  the  depositions,  all 
the  evidence  is  published  before  it  comes  to  his  know- 
ledge- This  never  can  be  right  under  any  circum- 
stances. I  have  said  thus  much,  because  I  am  most  « . 
anxious  to  preserve  the  purity  of  Justice ;  and  because, 
highly  as  I  esteem  the  liberty  of  the  press,  I  hold  the 
trial  by  Jury,  as  a  palladium  of  British  liberty,  in 
still  higher  veneration ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  that 
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palladium  can  only  be  maintained  in  its  parity,  as  long 
as  the  administration  of  justice  continues  pure  ano 
uncorrupted. 

I  mean  not  to  say  that  the  administration  of  justice 
has  been  effected  by  this  proceeding;  but  it  may  be 
put  in  danger.  It  is  a  proceeding  which  is  not  only 
dangerous  to  the  accusefSi  but  it  may  be  so  to  the  ac- 
cus^.  Of  tliis  I  am  quite  sure»  that  it  is  a  proceed- 
ing most  injurious  to  the  administration  ofjustice,  and 
calculated  most  materially  to  impede  its  course.  It 
imposes  upon  Judges  the  necessity  of  addressing  even 
Gentlemen  of  your  high  character  in  the  country  with 
unusual  energy,  in  order  to  prevent  atiy  improper  bia< 
either  on  the  one  side  or  on  the  other. 

The  publication  of  evidence  is,  upon  the  whole,  how* 
ever^  more  favourable  to  the  accused  than  to  the  pro- 
secutor; because  it  gives  the  accused  a  benefit  which  the 
law  of  England  never  comtemplated,  namely,  an  op- 
jportunity  of  knowing  beforehand  the  points  which  teay 
be  brought  in  evidence  against  him  on  his  triaL  Whe- 
ther this  may  be  beneficial  to  one  of  the  parties, '  or 
disadvantageous  to  either  or  both  of  them,  I  will  not 
pretend  to  decide,  but  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  such 
a  proceeding  is  highly  blameable. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  no  difficulty  in  stating  my  0{H- 
nion  to  you,  in  the  hearing  of  my  Learned  Brother^— 
and  I  believe  my  opinion  is  sanctioned  by  the  authori- 
ty of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  and  by 
that  of  all  the  Judges  who  have  sat  on  the  bench 
during  tlie  last  century — that  to  print  evidence  d  priori 
on  a  criminal  case,  which  is  to  form  the  subject  of  in- 
•f;uiry  in  a  Court  of  Justice  before  a  Jury,  accompa- 
nied with  notes  and  comments,  is  a  high  crime  and 
misdemeanour,  punishable,  on  conviction,  by  fine,  and 
imprisonment  Such,  according  to  my  firm  belief,  it 
the  law  of  the  land  with  reference  to  this  point.  There 
was  one  piece  of  evidence  in  this  case,  which,  as  J 
have  been  informed,  was  published,  and  of  which  ? 
cannot  but  consder  the  publication  as  most  unadvised* 
I  do  not  wish  to  make  any  harsh  observations,  but  I 
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cftimothelpireinarkiDgy  that  the  public  themselves  have 
in  some  measure  occasioned  this  mischief*  There 
seems  to  be  a  pruiency,  and  an  appetite  fof  news 
among  the  people  of  this  country,  such  as  characteri- 
zed the  Athenians  of  old,  who,  as  the  Grecian  histo- 
rians inform  us,  were  always  desirous  of  reading  some- 
thing new.  In  fact  they  seem  to  be  never  satisfied 
unless  they  are  absolutely  glutted  with  things  of  this 
sort  The  piece  of  evidence  to  which  I  have  just  al- 
luded is,  as  I  understand,  a  confession  of  one  of  the 
prisoners ;  and  a  very  little  reflection  will  enable  peQ[de 
to  see  the  mischief  which  must  arise  from  the  publica- 
tion of  such  a  document  A  confession  is,  of  all  other 
things,  that  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  say,  until  the 
period  of  trial,  whether  it  be  or  be  not  admissible  in 
evidence;  and  nothing,  therefore,  could  be  more  unad- 
vised, independently  of  its  illegality,  than  its  prema* 
ture  publication. 

I  shall  say  no  more  on  this  subject  at  present;  but  I 
trust  that  what  I  have  said  will  induce  Gentlemen  to 
reflect .  on  the  consequepces  of  a  practice,  which  they 
have  permitted.  I  have  no  doubt,  with  the  best  inten- 
tions, but  from  the  continuance  of  which  much  mis- 
chief would  arise  to  the  adnjinistration  of  justice. 

Gentlemen,  the  case  which  has  drawn  from  me 
these  observations  is  a  charge  against  &  person  named 
John  Thurtell,  and  against  two  other  persons,  na* 
med  Joseph  Hunt  and  Wm.  Probert,  as  accomplices, 
for  the  crime  of  murder;  a  most  awful  crime,  under 
whatever  circumstances  it  may  have  been  committed, 
but  which  appears  to  have  be^i  committed  in  this  case 
under  circmustances  of  peculiar  atrocity. 

What  the  intention  of  those  who  prosecute  in  this 
case  may  be — whether  to  indict  all  three  of  them  as 
principals  in  the  first  degree,  or  to  indict  some  of  them 
as  principals  in  the  second  degree,  or  as  accessaries  be- 
fore or  after  the  fact— Pcannot  tell.  With  respect  to 
the  three  first  descriptions  of  crime,  as  committed  by 
principals  in  the  first  and  second  degree,  and  by  ac« 
cessaries  before  the  fact;  although  the  form  of  stating 

ilio  offeoces  id  somewhat  different^  the  k^^  result  to 
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the  individuab,  if  convicted,  is  the  same.    A  princi<>^ 
pal  in  the  first  degree  is  the  person  who  actually  com- 
mits the  murder;  a  principal  in  the  second  aegree  is  a 
person  who  is  said  in  law  to  be  aiding*  present,  as- 
sistingy  and  comforting  the  principal  in  the  first  degree. 
If  a  man,  by  keeping  watch  and  ward  so  as  to  prevent 
intrusion,  or  in  any  other  manner  aid  and  assist  in  the 
murder,  though  he  be  not  the  person  who  struck  the 
blow,  he  is  equally  guilty  with  the  principal  in  the  first 
degree.     An  accessary  before  the  fact  is  he,  who, 
though  not  on  the  spot  where  the  murder  is  committed, 
yet  by  his  advice,  counsel  or  command  beforehand, 
assists  in  the  crime.     An  accessary  after  the  fact  is 
he  who,  after  the  fact  has  been  committed,  knowing- 
ly receives,  harbours,  and  entertains  the  principial 
felon  or  felons.    Under  which  of  these  descriptions  the 
parties  may  be  indicted  in  this  unfortunate  case,  I  am 
unable  to  tell  you,  for  it  is  not  my  province  to  know. 
The  murder  appears  to  have  been  one  of  a  very 
dreadful  kind,  and  to  have  been  committed  under  cir- 
cumstances of  horrible  atrocity  by  some  person  or  other. 
The  evidence  in  this  case,  as  in  most  cases  of  murder, 
consists  of  a  chain  of  circumstances;  the  murder  is  not 
proved  by  positive  facts,  for  men  do  not  commit  these 
horrible  crimes  in  the  face  of  day ;  they  commit  them 
in  secret,  or  at  least  imagine  that  they  commit  tliem  in 
secret,  forgetting  that  His  eye  sees  them  from  whom  no 
secret  is  Udden.     It  is  only  therefore  by  a  chain  of 
circumstances  that  you  can  get  at  the  evidence  of  such 
crimes ;  and  I  need  not  observe  to  men,  whose  minds  are 
habituated  to  reasoning,  that  circumstantial  evidence  is 
much  more  satisfactory  than  what  is  called  the  posi- 
tive testimony  of  one  or  two  witnesses,    Circurilstan- 
tial  evidence  establishes  similar  results  by  a  variety  of 
fiicts,  trifling,  perhaps,  when  separately  considered, 
but  important,  as  they  conduce  to  the  same  end ;  and 
it  is  scarcely  possible  that>the  evidence  of  thirtv  or 
forty  persons  on  apparendy  unimportant  particulars, 
could  chime  in  so  as  to  produce  a  chain  of  proof  con* 
sistent  in  all  its  parts,  and  establishing  the  main  ques- 
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tion  of  guilt  In  this  respect,  circumstantial  evidence 
is  mudi  less  liable  to  error  or  suspicion  than  the  direct 
testimony  of  one  or  two  individuals. 

Tliere  is  one  circumstance  which  I  observed  on 
reading  the  depositions,  to  which  I  b^  leave  to  direct 
your  particular  attention.  I  understand  that  a  persoa 
has  either  been  removed  hither,  or  is  about  to  be  re- 
moved hither,  to  give  evidence  on  this  subject  before 
you  and  the  Petty  Jury.  I  have  read  the  deposition 
of  this  person,  who  is  a  female  of  the  name  of  Pro* 
bert,  and,  as  I  undecstand,  the  wife  of  one  of  the 
persons  accused.  I  have  no  difficulty  in  stating,  that 
if  all  these  three  persons  are  generallv  indicted  lor  one 
and  the  same  offence,  this  woman,  if  she  be  the  wife 
of  one  of  them,  cannot  be  called  as  a  witness,  either 
to  convict  her  husband  on  the  one  hand,  or  to  excuU 
pate  him  on  the  other,  because  the  law  of  England 
on  a  principle  of  policy  will  notallow  a  woman  to  be 
a  witness  either  for  or  against  her  husband.  I  am 
afraid.  Gentlemen,,  you  will  think  I  have  detained 
you  too  long,  but  I  was  anxious  to  make  your  minds 
easy  by  explaining  every  circumstance  which  might 
possibly  create  a  difficulty  in  your  investigation  of  tiiis 
case. 

'  *  I  will  merely  add,  that  you,  as  the  Grand  Jury, 
are  not  called  upon  to  try  the  truth  or  falsehood  or 
the  charge ;  you  are  merely  to  try,  whether  it  be  a  fit 
and  probable  case  to  put  these  persons  on  their  trial. 
If  you,  as  the  Grand  Jury,  were  to  hear  the  evidence 
pro  and  con,  you  would  be  taking  upon  yourselves  a 
function  which  the  constitution  does  not  empower  you 
to  take :  you  would  be  usurping  the  functions  of  the 
Petty '  Jury,  who  aje  to  be  empannelled  before  me, 
and  who  are  to  receive  the  benefit  of  my  directions, 
if  any  benefit  can  be  derived  from  my  directions 
Having  addressed  these  few  observations  to^  you, 
Gentlemen,- 1  have  now  only  to  request,  that  ybu  will 
retire  to  expedite  the  business  of  the  qountry. 

The  learned  Judge  having  concludea  his  charge,  th9 
Grand  Jury  retired. 
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ADMISSION  OF  PROBERT  AS  KING« 

EVIDENCE. 

Much  stress  had  from  the  first  been  laid  on  the  im- 
propriety of  holding  out  to  Hunt  any  hope  of  his 
being  admitted  as  King's  evidence^  for,  under  that 
assurance  his  Confession,  which  certainly  led  to  the 
finding  the  body  of  Weare,  was  presumed  to  have 
been  made.  Jhe  presumption  that  any  such  assurance 
had  bepn  given  to  him  was,  however,  incorrect,  the 
magistrates  having,  as  we  have  already  shewn,  taken 
his  confession,  subject  to  the  opinions  of  higher  au- 
thorities as  to  what  benefit  he  was  entitled  to  receive 
therefrom.  But  even  had  the  magistrates  received 
his  statement  under  every  assurance  of  protection,  he 
had  forfeited  all  claim  to  the  benefit  of  such  promises 
by  the  hollow,  deceptive,  and  imperfect  nature  of 
his  communications.  It  has  ever  been  imperative  on 
persons  in  his  situation  to  state  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  to  entitle  them  to 
any  merciful  consideration  :  how  far  Hunt  had  com- 
plied with  this  salutary  and  necessary  principle  in  the 
details  which  we  have  already  given,  will  be  seen  in 
our  subsequent  pages. 

Still  the  day  of  trial  approached,  and  nothing  had 
tt'anspired  indicative  of  any  intention  of  altering  the 
arrangement  supposed  to  exist,  by  which  Hunt's  evi- 
dence would  be  received  ag^nst  his  accomplices.  It 
appears,  however,  thai  the  day  previous  to  the  open- 
ing of  the  commission  at  Hertford,  a  consultation 
had  been  held  between  Mr.  Gurney  and  Mr.  Bol- 
tANB>  as  counsel  for  the  prosecution,  and  Mr,  Wil- 
liams and  Mr.  Chahles  Phillips  retained  for  the 
defence  of  Probert,  in  which  the  propriety  of  admit- 
ting llie  latter  as  King'a  evidence,  and  putting  Hunt 
on  his  trial  as  the  accomplice  of  Thurtell,  was  dis- 
cussed, wd  that  course  ultimately  decided  on.  The 
reasons  which  led  to  this  decision  were,  Istf  the  com- 
parative degree  of  guilt  of  the  respective  prisoners^ 
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and  consequent  value  of  their  testimony,  so  many 
circumstances  having  occurred  to  show  that  Hunt's 
previous  knowledge  of,  and  share  in,  the  murder  was 
much  greater  than  he  had  admitted ;  and  Sdly,  the 
impossibility  of  the  crown  availing  itself  the  evidence 
of  Mrs.  Probert  in  a  case  in  which  her  own  husband 
was  one  of  the  accused  persons. 

If  any  doubts  had  remained  as  to  the  operation  of 
the  latter  consideration,  they  were  completely  removed 
by  the  concluding  observations  of  the  learned  Judge 
in  his  charge,  and  accordingly  some  time  after  the 
Grand  Jury  had  retired, 

Mr.  Broderick,  one  of  tiie  counsel  for  the  pro- 
secution-entered  the  court,  and  addressed  Mr.  Jus* 
TicE  Park  as  follows :— *^  My  Lord,  tarn  instructed 
to  move  your  Lordship  for  an  order  to  carry  William 
Probert,  one  of  the  persons  charged  with  the  murder 
of  Wm.  Weare  in  the  month  of  October  last,  now  in 
the  custody  of  the  gaoler  of  this  county,  before  the 
Grand  Jury,  in  order  that  he  may  give  evidence 
touching  the  circumstances  of  tibat  offence.  My  Lord, 
I  do  not  make  this  application  expressly  on  my  owii 
responsibility,  but  I  am  fortified  by  the  opinion  of  a 
person  much  better  able  than  myself  to  come  to  a 
right  conclusion  on  the  subject-— I  allude  to  the  indi- 
vidual to  whom  the  management  of  the  prosecution 
has  been  confided." — Mr.  Broderick  repeated,  tliat 
it  was  thought  essential  to  the  ends  of  justice  that 
Probert  should  be  admitted  a  witness  for  the  crown, 
and  on  that  ground  only  the  motion  had  been  deter-* 
mined  on.  There  were  many  circumstances,  which 
it  was  not  then  necessary  to  state,  which  rendered 
this  course  necessary. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  said,  he  knew  nothing  whatever 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  case ;  but  certainly,  upon 
the  application  made,  the  order  in  question  should  be 
granted,  and  Probert  should  be  taken  before  the 
Grand  Jury. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Assize  then  proceeded,  in  obe- 
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dience  to  bis  Lordship's  desire,  to  prepare  an  order . 
for  Probert  to  be  carried  before  the  Grand  Jury. 

On  the  foreman  of  the  Grand  Jury  comii^  into 
court  shortly  afterwards,  with  some  fresh  bills,  bis 
Lordship  informed  him  of  the  order  which  he  had 
made,  and  intimated  his  wisb  that  they  should «  at 
their  earliest  convenience,  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  on  which  evidence  had  been  considered 
material. 

Probert  remained  in  entire  ignorance  of  the  im- 
portant change  made  in  his  situation  until  the  very 
moment  that  he  was  summoned  by  Mr.  Wilson»  the 

fioler,  to  appear  t>efore  the  Grand  Jury  as  a  witness, 
or  a  moment  he  was,  as  it  were,  electrified  with 
9stonishmen| ;  but  when  the  attendants  began  to  di« 
vest  him  of  his.  fetters  he  gave  vi^ay  to  the  n^ost  on* 
bounded  joy.  ThurtelU .  when  he  heard  of  the  new 
arrangement,  expressed  considerable  surprise ;  and 
still  more  when  he  was  informed  that  Hunt  would  be 
put  to  trial  with  him  as  an  accessory  before  the  fact. 
Hunt  himself^ffected  the  greatest  indignation  on  re- 
ceiving the  intelligence^,  and  said  he  would  not  beh'cve 
it  until  he  found  himself  upon  his  trial.  Mr.  Harmer, 
his  solicitor,  also  expressed  himself  very  strongly  on 
the  occasion. 

Probert  was  conveyed  from  the  gaol  to  the  court 
house  in  a  post-chaise.  He  was  nearly  an  hour  uudei* 
examination  before  the  Grand  Jury,  and  his  wife  was 
examined  immediately  after  him ;  but  every  precaution 
was  successfully  adopted  to  prevent  their  having  any 
communication  with  each  other. 


FINDING  OF  THE  BILL. 

About  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  Grand  Jury  had 
completed  their  important  task,  when,  pursuant  to  the 
directions  giv^n  by  Mr,  Ju$ticQ  Park  at  the  rising  of 
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the  Gxiiti  they  were  conducted  by  the  officers  in  at* 
tendance  to  that  learned  Judge's  lodgings,  where  they 
delivered,  by  their  foreman,  the  Bill  of  Indictment, 
as  a  True  dill  against  the  two  pkisoneks,  Thur- 

TELL  AND   HuNT. 


SECOND  DAY'S  PROCEEDINGS. 

Before  day-light  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  De- 
cember the  approaches  to  the  town  in  all  directions 
were  crowded  with  carriages  and  horsemen,  some 
coming  from  London,  and  others  from  the  villages  in 
the  neighbourhood,  in  which  several  had  taken  up 
their  quarters  for  the  night. 

THE  COURT  HOUSE. 

The  officers  appointed  to  attend  at  the  doors  ot  the 
Court  House  were  ordered  to  be  at  their  posts  at  six 
o'clock,  but  long  before  that  time  persons,  both  male 
and  female,  had  begtm  to  assemble  at  the  different 
entrances^  and  to  evince  great  impatience  to  be  ad- 
mitted. As  the  morning  advanced  the  crowd,  in- 
creased and  became  extiemely  clamorous.  Some 
actually  forced  their  way  in,  and  when  the  doors  were 
open,  every  part  of  the  building  was  filled.  It  be- 
came necessary  subsequently  to  remove  those  indi- 
viduals  who  had  improperly  obtruded  themselves  in 
places  destined  for  the  accommodation  of  particular 
persons.  A  great  number  of  the  sporting  fraternity 
were  down,  and  it  was  not  a  little  disgusting  to  hear 
bets  offered  and  taken  in  the  market-place  with  as 
much  avidity  as  if  the  subject  at  issue  was  the  mere 
determiriation  of  a  boxing-match  or  a  horse-race. 
Some  of  these  persons  offered  large  bribes  for  admis* 
.  sion  into  the  Court,  but  such  was  the  excellence  of 
the  arrangcnieqts  n)ade  by  thQ  High  Sheriff  and  k^ 
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officersi  that  the  ill-consequenc^  of  the  permission  of 
such  a  system /was  entirely  obviated. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  PRISONERS. 

The  hour  appointed  for  conducting  the  prisoners 
from  the  gaol  to  the  Court  was  half-past  seven,  and 
shortly  before  this  time  a  posse  of  constables  arrived 
at  the  prison,  and  stationed  themselves  within  the 
walls.  At  a  quarter  after  seven,  Thurtell,  who  had 
been  previously  under  the  hands  of  the  barber,  was 
brought  from  his  room.  Mr.  Wilson,  who  was  ap» 
prehensive  that  on  meeting  Hunt  and  Prbbert  ho 
might  be  induced  to  make  som^  hostile  observation* 
How  entreated,  as  a  personal  favom*,  that  he  would 
not  speak  to  them.  Thurtell  immediately  pledged 
his  honour  that  he  would  not  open  his  lips  to  them. 
He  was  then  conducted  to  a  carriage,  which  was 
drawn  up  to  the  gate,  and  took  his  <eat  on  the  further 
side.  He  had  a  small  bundle  of  papers  in  his  hand. 
In  mounting  the  steps  of  the  carriage,  although  there 
were  irons  on  both  his  legs,  he  shewed  great  agility, 
and  seemed  in  high  spirits.  Towards  the  crowd, 
which  was  assembled  even  at  that  early  hour  to  see 
bim,  he  threw  a  glance  of  colitempt. 

Hunt  was'  next  brought  forth.  He  was  accoqa- 
panied  by  Mr.  Harmer,  his  solicitor,  who  had  bc«i 
with  him  from  six  o'clock.  He  was  placed  on  the 
box,  and  an  officer  took  his  seat  by  his  side.  His 
manner  betokened  great  confusion.  The  carriage 
was  driven  off  at  a  quick  pace,  followed  by  a  body  of 
javeliu-men,  to  the  Court-House. 

The  moment  the  prisoners  arrived,  the  iron  gates  at 
the  back  of  the  building  were  throw^n  open.  Thurtdll 
first  alighted,  and  was  conducted  to  a  passage  which 
is  called  the  pounds  immediately  behind  the  dock,  in 
which  they  afterwards  appeared.  He  was  placed  ia 
a  pari  of  the  pound,  distinct  from  that  into  which 
Hunt  was  immediately  afterwards  introduced.  On 
Hunt  entering,  Tliurtell  fixed  upon  him  a  stern  gaae. 
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but  Hunt  did  not  direct  his  eyes  towards  him.  •    Nei- 
ther of  the  prisoners  at  the  moment  uttered  a  word. 

The  carriage  was  thei^  sent  back|  and  Probert  was 
brought  from  the  prison.  He  was  without  irons,  and 
manifested  a  good  deal  of  agitation ;  he  was  placed 
near  to  Hunt.  Thurtell  again  fixed  his  eyes  on  Hunt 
and  then  on  Probert,  but  not  a  word  was  uttered  by 
any  of  them. 

A  waiter  shortly  afterwards  arrived  with  coffee  and 
toast  for  the  prisoners.  Thurtell,  on  seeing  him 
approach,  called  to  him  in  an  authoritative  tone,  and 
said,  "  bear  a  hand — let  me  have  some  of  that."  The 
man,  in  consequence,  went  first  to  him,  although  most 
distant,  and  he  helped  bimsdf  to  two  cups  of  coffee 
and  a  large  proportion  of  toast,  before  he  would 
suffer  the  tray  to  be  carried  to  his  former  associates. 
He  seemed  to  enjoy  this  apparent  acknowledgment  of 
his  supremacy,  and  smiled  as  they  afterwards  partook 
of  the  meaU 

OPENING  OF  THE  COURT. 

At  half-past  seven  o'clock,  the  persons  provided 
with  tickets  took  their  respective  places.  There  was 
<a  very  considerable  body  of  the  Magistracy  in  attend- 
ance. In  their  box  were  the  Earl  Cowper,  the  Mar- 
quis of  Salisbury,  and  Lprd  Duncannon.  At  eight 
o'clock  Mr.  Justice  Park  took  his  seat  upon  the 
bench.  His  Lordship,  after  having  saluted  the  Ma- 
gistracy and  Counsel,  observed  that  he  wished  it  to 
be  understood,  that  no  persons  should  be  allowed  to 
stand  up  in  the  gallery.  In  such  tf  <;rowded  court, 
it  was  essential  to  have  a  proper  circulation  of  air ; 
and  as  the  effect  of  such  a  practice  was  \o  obstruct 
and  choke  it,  he  was  determined  to  hold  it  as  .a  po- 
^tive  rule,  that  none  but  those  who  had  seats  should 
remain.  Any  person  offending  a^inst  that  order, 
after  that  communication,  should  i^  committed. 
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ENTRANCE  OF  THE  PRISONERS. 

Mr.  Wilson,  the  Governor  of  Hertford  Gaol,  then 
entered  the  dock,  to  satisfy  himself  that  every  thing 
was  duly^arranged  before  the  prisoners  entered.  Hia 
entrance  immediately  attracted  the  inquisitive  glances 
of  every  eye  towards  the  passage  through  which  pri- 
soners are  conducted  from  the  gaol  to  the  Court,  As 
the  door  turned  on  its  hinges,  the  clankini;  of  chains 
in  the  distance  excited  a  hurried  and  painful  emotion 
of  intense  anxiety  throughout  the  crowded  auditory. 

The  door  opened,  and  Hunt  entered  first,  Probert 
second,  and  Thurtell  last.  Hunt  was  placed  on  the 
right  hand,  Probert  in  the  centre,  and  Thurtell  on  the 
left  extremity  of  the  dock.  The  three  prisoners 
bowed  respectfully  to  the  Court.  Hunt's  manner, 
though  most  decorous,  was  obviously  an  effort.  It 
seemed  as  if,  by  a  previous  discipline  of  mind  and 
feeling,  he  had  been  able  to  conquer  the  effects  of  a 
temperament  which  evidently  did  not  indicate  much 
of  constitutional  courage.  He  was  dressed  in  black, 
with  a  white  cravat,  and  closely  shaven  over  the  whole 
contouj*.  His  features  were  fixed,  save  the  eyes, 
which  took  a  rapid  survey  of  the  Court,  His  hands 
were  folded,  and,  with  a  dramatic  grace,  placed  before 
tlie  lower  part  of  his  body ;  occasionally  he  moved 
his  right  hand  over  his  eyes,  as  if  he  were  labouring 
under  the  affliction  of  head-ach.  At  other,  times 
he  looked  over  a  manuscript  which  he  drew  from  his 
pocket,  and  made  a  note  with  a  pencil. 

Probert  evidently  shewed  that  he  felt  most  sen- 
sitively the  awful  character  of  the  scene  before  him, 
and  in  which  he  was  so  prominent  an  actor.  His 
countenance  and  whole  demeanour  at  once  convinced 
the  observer,  that  all  the  horrors  of  such  a  charge  as 
tliat  for  which  he  stood  to  be  an*aigned,  were  strongly 
impressed  upon  his  feelings.  The  refiections  that 
the  seclusion  of  a  prison  must  naturally  excite  in  f^ 
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niiKl  ^whtch,  though  poBsibly  tM,  loaded  mih  ftm 
aenae  cf  actual  gam,  had  jet  to  accuse  itself  6f  those 
dangeitNis  parsuita  and  baoeM  contiestioni  whidh  led 
40  the  precficament  in  which  he  stood,  were  evident^ 
not  lost  upon  him.  Care  and  conscience  had  been 
at  work|  and  his  countenance  exhibited  their  haggard 
effects.  Though  naturally  a  handsome  man,  his  ap- 
pearance was  woeow<Mii,  and  his  demeanour  calculated 
to  excite  commiseration,  H^  looked  as  his  inward 
ibelit^  might  be  supposed  to  dictate,  nor  was  any 
indication  of  a  sustained  exertion  at  all  visible.  He 
was  dressed  b  a  black  coat  and  waistcoat,  blue  pan- 
taloons, and  white  cravat ;  there  was  not  that  atten- 
tion to  his  hair  which  Hunt*s  had  exhibited,  and  it 
looked  as  if  it  was  turning  grey  with  rapidi^. 

THurtell — ^who,  after  the  first  general  survey  of  the 
prisoners,  sustained,  as  it  were,  the  concentrated  g^use 
of  the  auditory — looked  firm,  determined,  and  indeed 
unembarrassed.  His  temperament,  like  his  frame, 
seemed  tron.  Were  his  chains  off,  and  he  placed 
proihiscuously  in  the  Court,  no  man  would  have  sud 
— **  That  is  a  prisoner  under  the  charge  of  murder  y* 
He  looked  successively  at  every  part  of  the  Court, 
and  evinced  a  degree  of  curiosity  to  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  names  of  many  of  the  persons  pre* 
^nt;  He  firequently  conversed  with  the  Governor 
of  the  prison,  and  listened  to  every  thing  said  with 
consklerable  attention.  He  recognised  his  Solicitor, 
Mr.  Jay,  in  the  Court,  and  wrote  a  note  to  him ;  Mr. 
Jay  promptly  attended  and  received  his  communi 
cations,  at  which  he  evidently  was  pleased. 

ARRAIGNMENT  OF  THE  PRISONERS. 

Mr.  Retkolds,  the  Crier,  having  made  the  usual 
proclamation  in  opening  the  Court, 

Mr.  Knapp,  Clerk  of  the  Arraigns,  read  tiie  in^ 
dietment  on  the  Bill  f^und  by  the  Grand  Jury. 

To  the  ordinary  question  put  as  to  the  plea,  Tliur 
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teU|  ^n  the  ordinary  tone  of  voice,  answefed — N^ot 
Gailty.     How  tried  ?-'^By  God  and  my  Country. 

Hunt,  on  the  question  being  put,  answered  in  a 
more  emphatic  manner— Not  Guilty,  my  Lord.  How 
tried  ? — By  my  God  and  my  Country. 

Thurtell,  Hunt,  and  Probert,  were  then  armigned 
on  the  inquisition  of  the  County  attested  by  the 
Coroner — To  which  all  pleaded  Not  Guilty. 

MOTION  FOR  POSTPONING  THE  TRIAL. 

Messrs.  Adamthwaite,  Jay,  Fenton,  and  Helme,  were 
sworn  to  a  certain  affidavit  on  which  it  was  intended 
to  ground  an  application  for  the  postponement  of 
the  trial, 

Mr.  Andrews  then  rose  and  addressed  the  Court. 

'  It  was  his  duty/'  he  said,  ''  to  put  in  an  affidavit 

on  the. part  of  the  prisoner,  Thurtell,  which  had  been 

sworn  to  by  his  solicitor,*'  and  concluded  by  moving 

that  such  affidavit,  widi  its  exhibits.  Sec.  be  received. 

Mr.  Justice  Park,  ordered  the  affidavit  to  be 
received,  and  Mr.  Knapp  proceeded  to  read  it  to  the 
Court 

It  was  a  very  long  and  circumstantial  statement  by 
the  gentieman  whom  we  have  already  named,  of  all 
the  events  connected  with  or  growing  out  of  the 
murder  for  which  the  prisoners  stood  arraigned.  It 
commenced  by  describing  the  impediments  thrown  in 
the  way  of  die  communication  between  the  prisoner, 
Thurtell,  and  his  professional  advisers  ; — ^referred  to, 
and  quoted  at  great  length,  certain  paragraphs  and 
statements  in  the  newspapers ; — narrated  the  particu- 
lars of  the  drama  produced  at  the  Surrey  TTieatre ; 
complained  generally  of  the  publication  of  the  evi- 
dence given  before  the  magistrates  at  Hertford  and 
the  coroner^s  jury,  and  particularly  of  the  Confession 
of  Hunt ;  and  insisted  upon  the  falsehood  of  many 
statements  relative  to  theprisoners,  which  had  appeared 


in  newspapers^  bdoks,:  and  pamphlets,  all  of  which, 
had  beeq  widely  circulated  in  the  county  of  Hertford 
and  elsewhere,  until  the  circulation  of  such  books  and 
pamphlets  had  been  put  a  stop  to  by  the  injunction 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor. . 

From  the^  premises  the  deponents  felt  themselves 
at  liberty  to  infer  that  so  strong  a  degree  of  prejudice 
had  been  excited  by  means  of  the  public  press  and 
the  stage  against  the  accused  parties,  that  no  jury 
could  be  found  at  the  then  present  moment  whose 
minds  where  sufSciently  unbiassed  and  free  from  pre* 
judice^  to  afford  the  prisoners  a  real  and  impartial 
trialy  consistent  with  the  true  spirit  and  meaning  of 
our  laws,  which  presume  every  man  to  be  innocent 
until  he  is  found  guilty. 

« 

When  in  reading  the  affidavit  the  clerk  came  to 
that  part  which  had  a  reference  to  the  ordinary 
communications  of  the  daily  press  in  cases  where 
sanguinary  murders  have  been  undoubtedly  coin- 
mitted,  and  the  body  of  the  murdered  individual  had 
been  discovered*— 

Mr.  Justice  Park  interposed :  You.  are  aware, 
Mr.  Andrews,  said  he»  that  I  aqi  ignorant  of  the 
•  contents  of  the  remaining  part  of  that  affidavit,  but 
from  the  reference  of  the  last  paragraphj  I  am  per- 
suaded it  alludes  to  newspaper  publications,  and  that 
a  quotation  of  those  articles  is  about  to  be  re^d.    Be- 
fore that  communication  is  recorded,  I  would  submit 
to  your  own  excellent .  understanding,  aided  by  the 
able  counsel  that  co-operate  with  you,  whether  or  not 
the  very  course  you  are  about  to  pursue  is  not  likely 
to  aggravate  the  very  evil  of  which  you  complain.     I 
know  not  what  others  may  have  done,  but  I  can  most* 
satisfactorily  a^ssure  you  that  there  is  at  least  one  in- 
dividual  in  ihis  Court  who  has  not  read  those  state* 
ments.    I  think  also  that  1  may  presume  to  go  further, 
and  say,  that  amongst  that  respectable  portion  of  per- 
sons who  have  been  impannelled  on  the  array  in  this 
county,  there  ^ixe  many  who  have  not  read  them,  &nd 
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nrho  are  free  from  any  alleged  prejudice  or  precon- 
ception, I  Yesterday,  in  my  charge  to  the  grand 
inquest  of  tnb  county,  stated  my  opinions  as  to 
the  Iq^ity  and  effects  of  these  publications.  Whether 
the  present  application  grounded  on  such  affidavit  be 
to  put  off  the  trial  or  not,  or  whether  it  will  be  post- 
poned, I  of  coarse  am  at  present  ignorant  of ;  but  I 
would  again  renew  my  cecommendation  to  the  able 
counsel  for  the  prisoners,  to  consider  the  possible 
effect  of  having  these  extracts  read.  You  will  con- 
sult together,  and  no  doubt  exercise  a  wise  discretion. 

Mr.  Andrews  replied :  I  have,  my  Lord,  consulted 
with  my  learned  iriends,  and  after  the  most  mature 
ddiberation  when  first  we  met  on  this  subject— an 
opinion  to  which,  with  every  feeeling  of  deference  to 
your  Lordslifp's  recommendation,  we  feel  it  our  duty 
to  adhere — ^we  must  press  the  readino  of  tbb  affidavit 

Mr.  Justice  Park— Very  well.  Proceed  with  the 
affidavits,  and  let  the  responsibility  fall  where  it  ought 

During  the  further  reading  of  the  affidavit  some 
chairs  were  brought  into  the  mag^trate's  box,  and  the 
Judge  ordered  that  the  prisoners  should  have  seats. 
Chairs  were  accordingly  provided  for  them.  Tburtell 
took  an  apple  from  lus  pocket,  and  occasionally  took 
a  pinch  of  snuff  from  bis  box. 

As  Mr.  Knapp  proceeded  in  his  reading  of  this 
affidavit,  the  learned  Judge  felt  at  a  loss  to  understand 
certain  slang  terms;  such  as  reader y  for  a  pocket- 
book  ;  nobf  for  a  member  of  the  higher  classes,  or 
nobility;  blunt,  for  money;  which  Mr.  Gumey 
prompdy  explained. 

Mr.  Andrews — As  the  affidavit,  with  its  exhibits, 
is  now  before  the  Court,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  address 
*  myself  to  your  Lordship.  It  is  evident  from  the  ex- 
tracts adverted  to  in  that  affidavit,  diat  in  a  country 
where  the  purity  of  the  administration  of  justice  is 
unsullied,  and  the  conduct  of  those  who  administer 
it  beyond  suspicion,  an  endeavour  has  been  perti- 
naciously, and  I  fear  too  successfully  oiade,  to  have 
thai  administration  and  conduct  assailed*  and  the 
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maiini  of  oiur  pure  discharge  of  Amtj  ffomiy  tft- 
danntod.  The  eflfect  of  such  a  steadftat  aod  vn* 
ceasmg  inflnence  upon  public  opinioo  must  inevitably 
be,  tb  create  impresttoos  and  preoonceptioiis  which 
go  to  defeat  that  dispassionate  inquiry.  It  is  most 
true,  that  though  it  was  impossible  such  efforts  coukl 
have  an  influence  on  the  mind  of  a  man  holding  the 
dignified  rank  and  enjoying  the  reputation  of  your 
Lordship,  yet  the  experience  of  every  day,  nay,  of 
every  hour,  must  satisfy  every  mind,  that  from  the 
infirmity  of  our  nature  and  the  inherent  curiosity  of 
mankind  on  questions  arising  out  of  such  calamities 
as  that  for  which  we  are  this  day  convened  in  this 
Court,  impressbns  must  have  been  created,  through 
such  means,  on  the  minds  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  and  it  was  as  lamentably  certain,  that  when 
once  these  preconceptions  were  entertained,  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  have  them  obliterated.  There 
was  an  avidity  in  the  ordinary  classes  of  society  for 
such  information ;  they  were,  as  it  were,  hungry,  nay, 
greedy  for  details  on  such  subjects;  and  however 
originally  gratified,  the  difficulty  of  removing  the 
original  impressions  was  insurmountable.  The  mur- 
der alleged  to  have  been  committed »  took  place  on 
the  84th  of  October  last,  and  yet  from  that  hour  the 
public  press — not  for  a  day  or  a  week,  but  up  to  that 
bour-*-^teemed  with  excitations  on  Uiat  lamentable 
event,  and  the  unhappy  prisoners,  without  trial  or  in* 
vestigation,  were  prejudged  as  guilty.  What  the  magls* 
tracy  of  the  county  dare  not  assert-~what  they  would 
not  dare  to  allow  to  proceed  from  their  investigations, 
the  public  press  had  not  alone  dared  to  publish,  but 
also  to  add  their  own  comments.  Not  satisfied  with 
limiting  their  efforts  even  to  the  reports  of  legal  ex- 
aminations (a  right  extremdy  questionable)— they 
ventured  to  the  extent  of  passing  their  own  comments 
upon  the  circumstances,  fiUiM  up,  as  it  wer^  the 
skekt^n  of  tiiese  preliminary  mqoiries  by  their  own 
conokisions,  and,  in  so  doing,  were  guilty  of  a  xmsr 
demeanor  ^t  law.    Undac  the  circumstances  to  which 
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I  have  adverted,  and  from  the  statements,  set  forth  in 
the  affidavit  before  this  Court,  I  am  warranted  in 
saying,  that  a  Jury  taken  from  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  must  come  to  the  decision  with  disordered^ 
nay,  poisoned  minds  against  the  prisoners  at  the  bar. 
It  is  a  principle  of  British  law,  that  w^here  a  3atb* 
factory  ground  can  be  shewn  for  the  postponement  of 
a  trial,  delay  will  be  granted.     Have  I  not  pointed 
out  reasons  sufficient  to  ground  my  application  for 
such  delay  in  the  present  instance?     It  is  sworn  by 
the  prisoners'  solicitors  that  upwards  of  ten  thousand 
of  these  wicked  publications  have  been  circulated  in 
the  county  of  Hertford.  Have  I  not  shewn  to  you  that 
at  the  late  residence  of  one  of  the  prisoners,  where 
tlie  murder  is  alleged  to  have  been  committed,  persons 
were  stationed,  who,  with  an  industry,  set  in  motion 
by  their  sordid  desire  of  gain,  dispersed  those  wicked 
publications  to  all  that  multitude  of  persons  who, 
whether  influenced  by  curiosity  or  indignation  against 
the  accused,  visited  tliat  place.     What,  I  ask,  must 
be  the  effect  of  such  unremitting  efforts  on  the  public 
mind  ?    Has  human  nature  so  altered,  that  we  should 
*  be  justified  in  saying  such  causes  must  have  not  pro- 
diiced  their  correspondent  effect ;  and  that,  on  an  oc* 
currence  which  excited  such  intense  anxiety,  a  strong 
prejudice  against  the  unhappy  men  at  the  bar  has  not 
been  created  ?    My  Lord,  I  feel  I  can  appeal  to  you, 
and  ask  with  firmness,  what  stronger  grounds  could 
I  lay  before  you  to  ask  for  further  time  ? 

Mr.  Justice  Park — When  ? 

Mr.  Andrews  resumed  :  I  say  for  postponement 
to  the  next  Assizes  ;  but  it  is  not  for  me  to  limit  the. 
time.  I  appeal  to  your  sense  of  justice  to  grant  that 
delay  which  I  feel  confident  a  sense  of  justice  alone 
will  limit.  I  say,  to  proceed  under  the  cir 
cumstances  to  which  it  is  my  painful  duty  to  ad- 
vert, t^e  unhappy  prisoners  at  the  bar  ai^  placed  in 
a  state  of  jeopardy.  I  would  beg  your  Lordship  to 
remember  what  has  happened  to  these  mea  since> 
their  imprisonment,  up  to  the  iSOth  of  November; 
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they  have  been  shut  out  from  the  advantage  of  pro- 
fessional Bid.  I  will  not  complain  of  the  conduct  of 
that  respectable  magistracy,  who  no  doubt  felt  they 
had  good  and  excellent  reasons  for  their  conduct  on 
that  point.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  say  that  such  was 
the  fact.  When  to  this  I  superadd,  that  not  only  nu- 
merous publications,  but  even  a  dramatic  represent- 
ation has  been  presented  on  the  stage — that  infamous 
placards  have  been  posted  in  the  streets,  and  printed  in 
letters  calculated  to  catch  every  eye,  and  couched  in 
terms  which  could  not  but  have  tfie  effect  to  hold 
up  the  unfortunate  men  at  the  bar  as  objects  of 
horror,  there  seems  to  me  reason,  ample  reason, 
for  postponing  this  trial.  In  this  very  town  of 
Hertford,  where  justice  was  to  be  administered,  at 
the  very  threshold  of  the  sanctuary  of  justice,  the 
public  mind  had  been  polluted ;  hundreds  of  placards 
and  bills  had  been  circulated ;  facts  had  been  dis- 
torted, wrong  views  of  the  ca«e  presented  to  the 
minds  of  those  very  persons  who  were  to  form  the 
Jurors  on  this  important  trial;  and  who  could  say 
what  effect  this  might  have  on  the  fate  of  the  un- 
happy men  at  the  bar  ?  Can  your  Lordship  tell  wha»  ' 
of  all  those  who  have  been  called  on  as  Jurors,  have 
had  their  minds  polluted,  or  are  in  a  fit  state  to  enter 
on  this  inquiry  ?  How  can  it  be  known,  when  the 
poison  has  been  so  extensively  circulated,  what  minds 
^u'e  free  from  the  taint ;  when  the  whole  community 
appeared  to  have  been  hungry  for  information,  and 
when  tliat  appetite  had  been  gratified  with  such  quan- 
tities of  ill-grounded  statements,  what  reason  was 
there  for  believing  that  men  could  be  found  in  any 
part  of  the  country  free  from  prejudice  against  the  pri- 
soners? One  of  the  ablest  statesmen  and  philo- 
sophers that  ever  lived,  had  said — Let  a  man  be  told 
''  the  same  story  every  day  of  his  life  for  a  year,  and 
though  he  might  at  first  regard  it  as  totally  false, 
he  would  come  at  length  to  believe  it  Let  this 
'  maxim  of  Mr.  Burke,  which  is  applicable  to  all  the 
afi^s  and  concerns  of  life,  be  applied  to  this  trial. 
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'Md  to  the  circamstaiices  t  have  mentioned,  and 
how  fearful  must  be  the  consequences  we  shall 
have  to  apprehend  ?  One  man  may  be  better  able 
to  read  than  another,  or  than  many  others,  and 
such  a  man,  the  orator  of  the  company,  fearfully 
impresses  the  minds  of  all  his  hearers  with  his  own 
exaffi^rated  impressions.  There  can  be  no  doubts 
my  Lord,  that  *  by  this  mode,  the  statements  which 
have  been  published  have  been  repeated  and  exagger- 
ated beyond  calculation.  Tlie  weakness  of  human 
nature  is  so  great,  that  it  is  easily  imposed  on,  and 
the  general  extension  of  prejudice  on  this  subject  is 
also  so  great,  that  there  is  in  this  single  circumstance 
sufficient  ground  for  delaying  the  present  trial,  till  it 
can  be  entered  into  with  some  probability  of  coming 
to  a  just  and  impartial  verdict.  Never  since  I  have 
been  acquainted  with  the  profession  has  a  case  of  thk 
kind  been  so  strong  as  the  present.  Never  do  I  re- 
collect a  case  in  which  the  press  has  done  so  much 
mischief  as  in  this ;  and  never  was  a  case,  should  this 
trial  now  be  proceeded  in,  brought  forward  under  such 
circumstances  of  extraordinary  irritation  against  the 
prisoners  ;  and  never  was  there  a  case  in  which  the 
course  of  justice  was  so  little  likely  to  be  deranged 
by  delay.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  from  those  who 
are  to  act  as  Jurors  on  this  occasion — not  that  I  im- 
pute this  to  them  as  a  fault,  or  suppose  it  arises  from 
any  improper  motives — but  it  cannot  be  expected 
from  them,  that  when  all  the  society,  and  all  the  people 
around  them  are  in  a  state  of  excitement,  that  they 
should  remain  firee  from  all  bias,  and  be  in  a  state  of 
calm  neutrality.  Even  your  Lordship,  with  a  much 
stronger  understanding,  and  more  enlarged  experience 
;— with  a  mind  strengthened  by  education,  has  found 
it  necessary  to  abstain  cautiously  from  reading  the  va- 
rious publications  which  have  appeared  on  this  event. 
What,  then,  is  to  be  expected  firom  the  Jurors,  who 
cannot  be  philosophers,  or  have  their  minds  enhrged 
like  that  of  your  Lordship  ?  What,  but  tiiat  they  will 
have  received  many  of  those  un&voarable  'mpressionn 


tfiE  GAMBLER.  97 

whtck  have  been  $o  indmtriousdy  eircuhted-^when 
their  minds,  (heir  reatting,  their  habits,  am  not  so 
fermed  as  to  keep  them  from  above  the  influence  of 
i^uch  impressions,  however  anxious  they  may  be^  as  un^ 
doubtediy  they  are,  to  discharge  their  duty  honourably 
and  honestly  ?  Delay  will  fmnish  no  dangerous  pre« 
<?edent,  and  will  be  subversive  of  no  settled  rules  of 
)aw.  But  what  do  I  ask  1  Only  the  delay  of  a 
few  months.  And  can  public  inconvenience  or  pub** 
Kc  mischief  be  caused  by  this  delay  ?  If  it  were 
said  that  there  were  in  the  nature  of  this  atrocious 
crime  r^sons  for  more  speedily  punishing  it  than  or* 
dinary  crimes,  I  can  only  say  that  I  hope  no  such  cases 
vrili  again  occur ;  and  I  am  sure  that  if  they  do>  delay 
in  this  case  will  be  no  precedent  for  not  punishing 
them.  It  is  not  probable  either,  that  in  such  cases  si- 
milar publications  will  take  place,  or  similar  exhibitions 
will  be  made,  or  that  the  Court  will  be  put  into  a 
state  similar  to  the  present.  No  danger  can  result 
to  the  administration  of  justice  from  delaying  this 
trial ;  and  lam  quite  sure  that  my  learned  friends  on 
the  opposite  side  will  not  have  any  sufficient  reason  to 
object  against  the  application  which  I  have^  in  the 
course  of  my  duty,  made  to  your  Lordship. 

Mr.  Platt  followed  on  the  same  side ;  and  said,  it 
^ras  not  enough  in  the  administration  of  justice  that  a 
criminal  should  be  punished,  or  an  innocent  man  ac^ 
quitted ;  but  it  was  also  of  essentkil  importance  that 
the  public  should  be  satisfied  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
condemnation  or  the  acquittal.  In  his  View  of  the 
case,  it  was  not  necessary  to  prove  the  necessity  for 
delay,  it  was  enough  if  he  could  shew  that  no  danger 
to  the  due  administration  of  justice  would  result  from 
ifri  He  had  little  occasion,  therefore,  to  refer  to  the 
garbled  statements  which  had  appeared  in  the  puUie 
prints^  or  to  the  indecorous  spectacle  which  had  been 
represented  on  the  public  stage.  In  fact,  however^ 
he  had  never  before  beard  of  such  a  quantity  of  gat^ 
Ued  statements,  he  believed-  so  many  were  never  be* 
1bre,puUished  Itt  the  shi»||»jpaGe  Of  three  mootUs.    It 
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was  a  sufficient  reason  for  delaying  the  trial  also^  that 
the  prisoiiers,  from  some  causae  or  other,  had  not  had 
access  to  their  professional  advisers.  On  this  ground 
it  was  right  to  postpone  the  trial,  that  the  public 
might  be  satisfied,  and  their  feelings  not,  from  a  sem*- 
blance  of  injustice,  be  enlisted  in  favour  of  men  who 
might  be  guilty  of  crime.  On  application  for  the 
mandamus,  and  on  application  for  the  injunction 
against  the  printing  and  publishing,  as  well  as  against 
the  theatrical  exhibition,  and  the  more  shameful  post<» 
ing-up  of  bills,  the  Court  bad  granted  them  immedi- 
ately ;  shewing  that  there  was  matter  in  these  things 
for  serious  apprehension.  The  other  side,  also,  might 
suffer  from  the  haste  which  the  present  application 
was  intended  to  prevent.  The  publications  on  which 
the  application  was  founded  bad  been  dispersed  ia 
great  numbers  through  the  whole  country  ;  5,000  at 
least  of  one  work  had  been  circulated  in  this  very 
county.  No  jury  could  at  present  be  found  either  ia 
this  county,  or  perhaps  in  the  whole  kingdom,  quite 
free  from  improper  impressions,  and  it  was  sui^ly  ex-^ 
posing  tlie  administration  of  justice  to  serious  danger, 
now  to  bring  forward  the  trial.  His  luordship  knew 
if  this  trial  were  now  to  take  place,  and  the  unhappy 
prisoners  were  found  guilty,  their  execution  would  be 
certain.  The  crime  of  which  they  were  accused  was 
one  for  which  no  pardon  was  granted,  no  respite 
made.  In  proportion,  therefore,  to  the  certainty  with 
which  the  punishment  followed  the  condemnation, 
ought  the  public  to  be  satisfied  that  the  prisoners  had 
received  a  fair  trial,  had  been  fairly  and  fully  con* 
victed ;  and  as  this  could  not  now  be  expected,  it 
was  necessary  that  the  trial  should  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Chitty  followed  on  the  same  side,  and  begaa 
by  stating,  that  the  great  excitement  of  the  public  mind 
made  it  very  difficult  where  to  draw  a  line,  and  to 
say,  not  when  the  effects  of  the  poison  would  cease  tp 
4)per9te«  but  to  what  limits  it  bad  now  extended. 
.What  he  asked,  tQp,  had  been  frequently  granted; 
QQd  granted  in  very  recent  cases.    In  the  case  of  the 
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King  V.  Fleet,  which  was  the  case  of  an  injunction 
against  a  printer  for  publishing  the  report  of  a  coroner's 
inquest;  in  this  case  it  was  not  objected  that  the  re- 
port was  unfair ;  it  was  consistent  with  truth,  and  was 
accompanied  with  a  comment  that  the  juries  should 
take  care  not  to  allow  their  minds  to  be  biassed  by 
evidence  which  was  wholly  ex  parte.  In  this  case, 
the  judge  had  decided  that  it  was  highly  illegal  to 
publish  such  statements.  On  that  occasion  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  had  stated,  that  every  man  who  attended 
to  the  operations  of  his  own  mind  must  perceive  how 
very  difficult  it  was  to  overcome  the  influence  of  pre- 
conceived opinions,  and  that  it  was  still  more  difficult 
wholly  to  eradicate  them.  It  was  therefore  necessary 
to  protect  the  Jury  from  the  influence  of  all  state- 
ments before  trial.  But  if  it  is  mischievous  to  pub-» 
lish  statements  before  trial,  it  is  still  more  mischievous 
to  accompany  ex  parte  statements  by  comments.  That 
such  statements  and  such  comments  had  been  largely 
iriade  in  the  present  case,  was,  therefore,  according  to 
the  decisions  of  the  Learned  Judges,  a  good  reason 
for  postponing  a  trial.  There  was  still  another  case 
to  which  he  would  refer — a  case  that,  in  his  opinion^ 
was  particularly  strong,  because  the  prosecutor's  own 
counsel  moved  to  have  the  trial  postponed,  on  account 
of  the  minds  of  the  Jury  being  impressed  with  ex  parte 
statements.  This  was  the  case  of  the  King  v.  JoIlifFe. 
This  was  a  trial  for  misdemeanor,  where  the  trial  was 
postponed  on  the  ground  of  publication  of  certain 
statements,  which,  as  far  as  was  proved,  never  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Jury.  That  case  had  been  de- 
cided by  Justice  Gould.  It  was  proved,  that  the  pro- 
secutor  had  circulated  three  printed  papers,  in  which 
he  had  endeavoured  to  prejudice  the  case.  They  were 
given  by  the  prosecutor  into  the  hands  of  one  person, 
who  gave  them  to  two  other  persons  without  having 
ever  read  them  himself.  Judge  Gould  was  of  opinion 
that  this  was  sufficient  ground  for  postponing  the  trial. 
Lord  Kenyon  had  also  concurred  in  this  opinion. 
Mr.  Justice  Park  :  Suppose  the  trial  were  now  to 
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be  postponed,  should  we  not.  then  bear  tiie  samer 
objections,  and  be  obliged  to  choose  a  jury  from  the 
same  neigh  bourhood»  who  would  also  be  under  an  im- 
proper bias  ? 

Mr.  Chitty  would  leave  it  to  the  justice  oif  the 
Jury,  and  to  their  own  feelings,  and  he  was  sure  tl^ie^ 
would  say — For  God's  sake  let  it  be  postponed  a 
month  or  longer ;  but  let  us  not  be  put  in  the  peril- 
ous situation  of  hearing  and  deciding  so  important  a 
cause  with  our  minds  prejudiced  and  liable  to  com- 
oit  injustice;  the  very  thought  might  endanger  the 
course  of  justice  in  another  way  ;  and  the  Jury  might, 
under  the  influence  of  fearing  to  do  wrong,  pronounce 
an  acquittal.  It  was  important,  then,  for  the  satis- 
faction of  the  public,  as  well  as  in  justice  to  the  pri- 
soners, and  for  the  due  administration  of  justice,  that 
the  trial  should  be  postponed  till  an  impartial  jury 
could  be  obtained.  It  had  been  stated,  for  example, 
of  John  Thurtell,  that  he  had  walked  about  with  an 
air-gun  to  shoot  Mr,  Barber  Beaumont.  Could  this 
be  borne  with  patience  ?  Could  it  be  suffered  that 
be  was  to  be  accused  of  all  sorts  of  crimes  ?  Con- 
spiracies to  commit  murder  on  a  large  scale,  had  also 
been  attributed  to  John  Thurtell ;  he  had  been  repre- 
sented as  addicted  to  women  ;  and  conversations  had 
been  published,  as  held  by  him  in  prison,  which  wer^ 
of  the  most  revolting  nature.  Under  all  these  cir- 
<:umstances,  every  body  must  be  convinced  that  it  waa 
impossible  the  prisoners  could  now  have  a  fair  triaU 
The  Learned  Counsel  concluded  by  imploring  the 
Judge,  for  the  sake  of  justice  as  well  as  humanity,  to 
postpone  the  trial  till  the  excitement  and  the  novelty 
.were  over. 

Mr.  GuRNEV  rose  to  reply.  He  appeared  there, 
be  said,  as  counsel  for  no  one  of  the  parties  concerned 
in  the  transaction,  but  on  th^  part  of  the  county; 
and  what  few  remarks  he  had  to  offer  would  be  entirely 
dictated  by  his  duty  to  the  justice  of  the  country. 
No  ground  for  postponing  the  trial  could  be  more  fal- 
lacious than  that  first  stated  by  his  learned  friend^  as 
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for^pare  his  defence.  If  the  application  had  refttetjl 
#n  that  algne,  it  would  have  been  untenable.  He  waa 
cooiniitted  on  the  1st  of  Naven)ber»  five  weeks  ago; 
on  the  I2th^  an  application  had  been  made  by  Mr, 
Jay  to  have  access  to  him,  and  between  the  isih  and 
16tli  Mr.  Fenton  had  applied.  Not  asked  for»  hoiv* 
ever,  by  Thurtell;  he  wished  not  for  Mr.  Fenton» 
^nd  did  not  at  the  time  complain.  The  MandamM 
applied  for  in  the  Court  of  King's  j^ench,  to  admit 
Mr.  Jay,  was  instantly  granted ;  and  there  was  no 
i^eason  whatever  for  stating  that  John  Ttyirtell  had 
not  received  professional  assistance  in  time  now  to 
enable  him  to  ^tand  his  trial.  Another  ground  of 
complaint  was  the  admission  of  witnesses,  by  ma^is- 
trates,.  to  identify  the  prisoner,  by  which  he  had  been 
disturbed  and  prevented  from  preparing  for  his  de« 
fence ;  but  a  more  improper  objection  could  not  be 
made*  It  was  kind  to  Him  to  inform  him  what  wit- 
nesses could  be  brought  against  him,  and  what  they 
would  have^o  say  against  him.  He  came  tlien  to 
another  important  point ;  and  he  would  say  that  he 
had  read  many  of  the  publications  alluded,  to  with 
great  attention,  and  certainly  thought  they  were  wdl 
calculated  to  defeat  the  ends  of  public  justice,  and 
make  the  trial,  whatever  might  be  its  result,  less 
satisfactory.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  ex^parU 
statements,  published  in  this  case  of  murder,  aggra* 
vated  it  to  the  highest  degree.  He  blushed  for  £ng* 
land  and  for  Englishmen,  that  when  this  murder  was 
represented,  they  had  not  hissed  the  actor  off  the 
stage  for  exhibiting  a  man  as  guilty,  who  was  yet 
unconvicted.  He  would  admit,  therefore,  that  the 
public  feeling  was  in  a  state  of  excitement;  detail 
after  det£|il  had  been  published,  and  each  one  more 
disgraceful  than  the  preceding.  He  should  not  be 
fulfilling  his  duty  had  he  not  ipade  these  few  obser- 
vations; but  he  felt,  after  doing  that,  it  ^vas  his 
wisest  course  to  leave  the  matter  entirely  to  the 
judgment  of  the  court.    It  was  a  subject  of  great 
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importance,  demandiDg  calmness,  temperance,  and 
attention,  on  the  part  of  the  Jury;  but  he  would 
leave  it  entirely  in  his  Lordship's  hands,  and  would' 
offer  no  suggestions  whether  it  should  be  put  off  for  a 
month,  or  till  the  next  assizes. 

Mr.  Andrews  replied.  It  was  most  gratifying  to 
him,  he  observed,  to  find  that  his  learned  friend 
(Mr.  G.)  was,  in  fact,  an  advocate  in  support  of  the 
arguments  which  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  endeavoured  to 
enforce.  So  far  from  struggling  against  the  mass  of 
facts  which  he  had  brought  forward,  his  learned  friend 
admitted  that  mischief  had,  to  a  certain  extent,  been 
produced,  and  that  under  all  the  circumstances,  the 
trial  could  not  proceed  without  danger  to  the  indi- 
viduals accused — a  danger  arising  not  from  corrupt 
motives,  but  from  the  necessary  consequences  of  the 
publications  which  had  gone  forth  to  the  world.  The 
main  question  was,  whether  such  an  effervescence  of 
the  public  mind  had  not  been  excited,  as  must  neces- 
sarily have  the  effect  of  impeding  the  due  admini- 
stration  of  justice.  The  affidavits  which  had  beea 
read  that  day  spoke  for  themselves.  Four  gentlemen 
had  sworn,  that  at  the  moment  of  taking  the  oaths^ 
their  intercourse  with  the  county  satisfied  them  that 
such  a  strong  feeling  against  the  prisoners  existed 
an)ong  all  classes  of  persons,  as  it  was  scarcely  possible 
for  human  reason  to  subdue.  This  was  the  natural 
result  of  that  moral  feeling  which  marked  the  English 
character,  and  which  induced  the  people  of  this 
country  to  desire  the  extermination  of  those  who  were 
only  charged  with  the  commission  of  so  foul  an 
offence.  The  effect  of  tliese  publications  was,  by 
commenting  upon  former  transactions  in  which  the 
accused  were  concerned,  not  connected  with  the  pre- 
sent charge,  to  create  an  impression  that  they  were 
men  of  such  desperate  chamcter,  that  they  desen^ed 
to  be  hanged  even  without  the  ceremony  of  trial. 
Hunt's  confession,  as  it  was  termed,  had  been  pub- 
lished, which,  if  the  charge  against  that  individual 
had  proceeded  at  once  to  trial|  could  not  have  beea 
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rMeived  as  evtdeiice  Bgtdiiat  him,  aikl  ivhich  his 
Lordsliip  would  not  have  even  suffered  to  be  alluded 
to.  It  was  impossible  that  any  mind  could  escape 
the  ptejudice  which  must  arise  from  such  publications; 
and  the  only  means  by  which  that  prejudice  could  be 
removed  was  by  affording  time  for  rejection.  He 
asked  only  for  a  delay  of  three  or  four  months,  or  for 
such  delay  as  his  Lordship  might  grant  consistently 
with  the  duty  which  he  owed  at  the  same  time  to 
charity  and  to  public  justice.  He  appealed  to  the 
jusuce  and  to  the  mercy  of  his  Lordship ;  he  knew 
the  character  of  the  judge  whom  he  was  addressing* 
Fortunately  for  him  and  for  his  clients,  he  was  addres- 
sing, not  only  a  learned  and  enlightened  judge,  but  a 
iudge  whose  religious  feelings  were  as  strong  as  his 
learning  and  ability  were  unbounded.  By  acceding  to 
the  present  application,  his  Lordship  would  adorn  the 
administration  of  British  justice,  if  it  were  possible 
for  him  to  add  to  his  already  exalted  character ;  he 
would  perform  a  service  alike  acceptable  to  God  and 
man. 

Mr.  Justice  Park, — ^This  is  a  motion,  founded  on 
a  very  long  affidavit,  upon  two  grounds.  The  first  of 
tliese  grounds,  namely,  that  sufficient  time  has  not 
been  afforded  to  the  prisoners  for  preparation,  cannot 
be  sustained.  Much  more  time  has  elapsed,  as  is 
well  known  to  most  of  the  gentlemen  around  me,  than 
is  generally  afforded  to  prisoners.  In  one  of  the  most 
foul  murders  on  record  fthe  learned  judge  probably 
alluded  to  the  muixler  of  Mr.  Perceval),  the  crime 
was  committed  on  Monday,  and  on  the  Monday  foU 
lowing  the  culprit  was  executed.  The  application  on 
this  ground  fails  in  every  respect,  for  it  is  not  suggested 
in  any  part  of  the  affidavit  that  any  one  witness  has 
been  prevented  from  coming  forward  in  behalf  of  the 
prisoners  in  consequence  of  the  shortness  of  time.  I 
shall  not  therefore  concede  to  the  present  motion  on 
that  consideration.  Many  judicious  observations  have 
been  made  by  the  learned  counsel  for  the  prisoners, 
but  sonae  cases  have  been  cited  which  certainly  do  not 


fX4  U  UB0CA  fM  ^SiAX, 

apply  to  the  dircuimtan<m  of  the  pfosent  ease.  l%fe 
mvdt  be  obviouB  to  every  man  who  has  read  a  law^ 
book,  or  who  is  aocpjainied  with  the  cases  which  have 
been  dted  on  this  occasion.  The  case  of  the  King 
V.  Fleet  was  an  application  against  a  printer,  or  editor 
€f{  some  paper,  for  having  violated  Ae  law  in  this 
respect.  The  court  did  that  which  it  was  bound  to 
do  on  that  occasion,  namely,  it  nuide  the  rule  for  the 
information  absolute.  The  King  t>.  JoUifie  was  a  case 
in  which  the  trial  was  put  off,  on  the  motion  of  the 
prosecutor,  in  ccHisequence  of  attempts  to  influence 
the  minds  of  the  jury  against  the  prosecutor.  With 
respect  to  the  publications  which  have  been  read  this 
morning,  I  must  say,  without  meaning  offence  to  any 
particular  individual,  that  it  does  not  seem  to  me  a 
very  wise  measure,  if  this  trial  were  to  proceed,  to 
have  brought  all  these  papers  under  the  review  of  the 
jury.  Suppose  the  niinds  of  the  jury  to  have  been 
tainted  a  month  ago  by  these  publications ;  or  suppose 
a  stronger  ease,  that  they  had  never  heard  of  these 
publications,  was  not  the  reading  of  the  affidavit  to* 
day  calculated  to  renew  the  impression  in  the  one  case, 
or  to  produce  a  still  stronger  effect  in  the  other  ?  For 
ttiy  own  part,  I  must  say,  that  this  affidavit  has  given 
me  a  much  greater  insight  into  the  case  than  the  de- 
positions which  it  was  my  duty  to  read,  and  which  are 
now  lying  before  me.  I  stated  yesterday,  and  I  repeat 
to*day,  that  I  consider  nothing  more  disgraceful  than 

fublications  of  tliis  nature.  I  stated  yesterday,  and 
repeat  the  observation  to-day,  that  1  consider  Trial 
by  Jury  the  palladium  of  English  liberty,  and  that 
this  palladium  ought,  above  all  things,  to  be  preserved 
pure  and  uncorrupted.  If  such  a  licentious  pruriency 
exist  among  the  public  to  run  after  something  new^ 
and*if  publications,  which  appear  to  have  such  an 
enormous  circulation,  are  to  poison'  the  sources  of 
justice,  whenever  their  editors  think  fit,  the  palladiam 
of  English  liberty  is  endangei^.  The  enormous 
expense  which  will  be  entailed  on  the  prosecutors,  bj 
the  postponement  of  this  trial,  is  a  very  serious  con- 


THE  GAHBLEB.  105 

sideration ;  for  I  observe  on  the  back  of  this  indict* 
itient  the  names  of  no  fewer  than  fifty-five  witnesses, 
who  were  to  be  brought  here  to-day.  Still,  God  for- 
bid, that  any  consideration  of  expense,  or  any  addi« 
tional  difficulty  and  labour  which  may  be  imposed  on 
those  who  administer  the  justice  of  the  country, 
should  induce  me  to  refuse  an  application,  the  denial 
of  which  might  operate  with  undue  severity  in  so 
important  an  issue  as  that  which  affects  the  lives  of 
the^men  who  sit  there  before  me.  I  have  no  appetite 
lo  try  such  a  case  as  this ;  but  I  never  wish  to  throw 
any  duty  I  may  have  to  discharge  on  the  shoulders  of 
Others.  Though  I  think,  therefore,  that  I  am  bound 
to  put  off  this  trial,  I  shall  not  so  put.it  off  as  to  throw 
a  burthen  upon  others  which  is  this  day  imposed  upon 
me.  The  same  difficulties  which  we  have  now  to  encoun- 
ter, and  the  same  prejudices  which  may  have  been  ex- 
cited in  the  minds  ofthejury ,  may  exist  at  the  next  assizes. 
It  is  of  the  deepest  importance  to  society  that  justice 
should  be  speedily  administered,  and  I  shall  not  there* 
fore  put  off  this  trial  to  so  long  a  period  as  the  next 
Assizes.  If  these  men  be  innocent,  and  God  grant 
they  may  be  so !  it  is  fit  that  they  should  have  a 
speedy  deliverance*  I  do  hope  and  trust  that  some- 
thing may  be  done  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  this 
mischief.  The  three  evils  to  be  particularly  guarded 
against  are  those  to  which  I  adverted  yesterday. 
First,  such  publications  tend  to  injure  the  accuser  in 
a  manner  which  I  do  not  choose  to  represent ;  second- 
ly, they  may  tend  to  injure  the  accused ;  and  thirdly, 
they  may  sometimes,  as  on  the  preset  occasion,  give 
an  undue  advantage  to  the  accused,  or  rather  to  his 
advisers,  by  affording  him  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
every  thing  which  may  be  brought  against  him  on  his 
trial.  What  I  most  deeply  lament  and  complain  of 
is,  that  I  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  doing  that 
^to-day,  which  my  brother  Holroyd  was  lately  obliged 
to  do  in  the  city  of  York.  Justice  has  been  impeded 
and  retarded.     This  is  a  thing  which  ought  not  to 
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be  tolerated ;  and  I  do  mast  eaniesdy  hope  aod  trusty 
tbat  those  gentlemeQ,  who  have  eqred  on  this  occa- 
sion>  though  wkbout  any  bad  inteation,  will  bethiak 
them  of  the  crudty  committed  by  such  conduct,  and 
of  the  deep  injury  they  may  inflict  on  society  by  doing 
that  which  has  a  tendency  to  pollute  and  corrupt  the 
fountains  of  public  justice*  I  shall,  for  the  reasons  X 
have  stated,  adjourn  this  Commission  to  Tuesday, 
the  6th  of  January,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  mornings 
and  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  I  shall 
listen  to  no  farther  application  for  delay,  unless  arising 
out  of  new  matter. 

The  prisoners  listened  attentively  to  the  obser- 
vations of  the  Judge>  but  they  appeared  to  hear  his 
decbion  without  any  emotion. 

^  The  moment  the  Learned  Judge  stated  the  deter-^ 
mination  to  which  he  bad  come,  there  was  a  simul- 
taneous ru^  from  all  parts  of  the  Court,  of  persons 
who  were  desirous  of  witnessing  the  return  of  the  pri- 
soners to  the  gaol;  and  tbere  was  an  evident  expres- 
sion of  disappointment  in  the  countenances  of  tho^ 
who  had  confidently  anticipated  the  uninterrupted 
progress  of  the  trial.  The  crowd  on  the  outdde  of 
the  Court  was  immense,  and  confusion  and  uproar 
continued  for  nearly  half  an  hour. 

When  the  prisoners  retired  from  the  dock,  they 
again  observed  a  perfect  silence  towards  each  other, 
and  while  they  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  carriage  ia 
which  they  were  to  be  reconducted  to  prison,  tbey 
were  closely  surrounded  by  the  gaoler  and  his  assist- 
ants. The  carriage  was  drawn  up  to  the  gate,  and 
the  prisoners  were  removed  back  to  their  old  quarters 
in  the  same  order  in  which*  they  came,  followed  by  an 
immense  multitude.  Tbey  were  each  placed  in  their 
former  apartments,  and  were  visited  by  their  respective 
8dicit(»*s.  Thurtell  seemed  to  think  be  had  gained 
a  triumph,  and  was  in  high  spirits;  he  remained 
walking  up  and  down  the  yard  with  a  friend  for  nearly 


«n  boor^  Pmbert  was  Evidently  ki  hw  spkks ;  and 
Hunt  bad  lost  all' that  studied  coolness  which  be  m^- 
nifested  whilst  in  Court-^he  was,  in  fafct,  gready  de^ 
pressed. 


We  shall  not  break  the  thread  of  our  narrative  by 
any  desultory  observations,  but  proceed  at  once  to 
an  account  of  the 


RESUMED  PROCEEDINGS  ON  TUESDAY, 
THE  6th  OF  JANUARY,  1824. 

The  interest  attached  to  tiie  expected  trial,  so  far 
from  having  subsided  during  the  period  to  which  the 
Assize  had  been  adjourned,  may  be  said  to  have 
greatly  increased.  In  fact,  the  town  of  Hertfoid 
was  infinitely  more  crowded  than  on  the  former  occa- 
sions, when  the  parties  were  put  to  the  bar.  At  an 
early  hour  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th,  the  roads 
leading  to  the  town  were  thronged  with  vehicles  of  all 
sorts,  which  continued  to  arrive  to  a  very  late  hour, 
and  the  same  bustle  was  renewed  on  the  following 
morning.  Inquiries  of  all  sorts  were  made  as  to  the 
mode  of  obtaining  admission  to  the  Court,  and  pre- 
mitrms  to  a  considerable  amount  were  offered  for  the 
certainty  of  such  an  advantage.  The  whole  arrange- 
ment of  the  Court,  however,  being  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Sheriff,  these  inducements  were  withoat 
effect,  and  all  those  who  were  not  provided  with  tick- 
ets were  left  to  take  their  chance  with  those  who,  by 
an  early  attendance,  had  to  seek  entrance  to  the 
galleries. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  reached  his  lodgings  at  seven  in 
the  evening,  and  was  immediately  waited  upon  by  \ike 
Under-Sheriff. 

The  witnesses,  as  on  the  former  occasion,  were 
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Itfought  down  in  carriages  <ilga{^  for  the  pccasioa, 
and  were  accommodated  partfy  in  privoft  lodgings^ 
and  partly  at  the  Salisbury  Arms. — Among  others 
who  were  in  attendance,  was  Mr.  Probatt,  the  livery- 
man,  who  came  down  with  the  identical  horse  and 
chaise  in  which  Thurtell  and  Mn  Weare  were  at  Edg- 
ware  on  the  night  of  the  murder. 

In  the  course  of  the  evenii^g,  the  jCounsel  engaged 
in  tl;ie  case  also  arrived ;  namely, 

Messrs.  Gurney,  BoUand,  and  Broderick^  for  the 
prosecution ; 

Messrs.  Chitty  and  Andrews  for  Thurtell ; 

Messrs.  Williams  and  Phillips  for  Probert ;  and, 

Mr.  Thessiger  for  Hunt. 
Each  party  had  long  consultations  with  the  respect 
ive  Solicitors  by  whom  they  were  employed,  in  the 
course  of  the  night,  and  again  early  in  the  morning. 

The  Solicitors  also  had  long  interviews  with  their 
respective  clients  in  the  gaol.  Thurtell  was  still  un- 
moved,  while  Hunt  was  manifestly  a  good  deal  de- 
pressed. Probert  was  placid,  and  seemed  determined 
to  submit  to  the  ordeal  he  had  to  go  through,  calmly, 
and  with  as  litde  agitation  as  his  feelings  could  permit. 


OPENING  THE  COURT. 

As  early  as  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  streets 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  Court^hoase 
were  thronged  to  excess,  bat  from  the  darkness  which 
prevailed,  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  one  person 
from  the  other,  except  by  the  voice.  Watchmen  were 
stationed  inside  the  area  next  the  public  door  of  in- 
gress, to  prevent  unfair  or  improper  obtrusion.  They 
walked  up  and  down  with  their  lanterns,  and  this 
was  the  only  light  afforded  till  day  broke.  Strict  or- 
ders were  given  that  no  person  should  be  admitted  till 
seven  o*clock. 

Shortly  before  that  hour,  Magistrates  and  their 
friends,  and  such  as  had  been  provided  with  tickets^ 
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began  to  arrive.  They  4N^ned  entrance  by  a  pri^ 
vate  clcx)r ;  Mst  such  was  the  overwhelming  pressure 
of  individuals  anxious  to  get  in  at  all  bazards,nhat  the 
utmost  exertions  of  the  constables  became  necessary 
to  prevent  the  Court  being  completely  filled  at  this 
avenue.  Ttie  same  rush  was  made  at  the  door  pointed 
out  for  the  ingress  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the'  Press  and 
the  Members  of  ^he  Jory.  All  sorts  of  expedients 
were  adopted  to  get  in,  and  many  ingenious  stratagen^ 
were  frustrated.  Some  asserted  they  were  Reporters^ 
Others  that  they  were  witnesses,  and  others  Magis-^ 
trates^  but  as  those  persons  could  not  produce  tickets, 
or  any  persons  to  vouch  for  their  veracity,  they  were 
ibrced  back,  thereby  creating  additional  inconvenience 
to  those  who  were  regularly  privileged,  many  of  whom 
were  seriously  bruised.  Some  few  were  successful  by 
passing  as  barristers*  clerks,  and  for  once  carrying  the 
bags  of  their  friends  in  that  ciiaracter. 

The  public  were  admitted  to  the  galleries  at  the 
time  appointed,  and  the  rush  which  was  then  made 
was  really  alarming.  Cries  of  anguish  burst  from  all 
quarters,  but  no  particular  injury  beyond  a  few  bruises 
occurred.  Every  seat  instantly  found  an  occupant, 
and  the  most  expert  manager  of  a  theatre  could  not 
have  packed  his  audience  more  compactly.  The  body 
of  the  Court  also  presented  a  dense  mass  of  auditors^ 
while  the  places  set  apart  for  the  Magistrates  and 
the  friends  of  the  High-Sheriff  were  likewise  filled  to 
an  overflow.  During  the  entrance  of  these  persons 
the  greatest  confusion  prevailed,  and  disputes,  arising 
from  resistance  to  those  to  whom  the  duty  of  pre- 
serving order  in  the  Court  was  intrusted,  were  con- 
stantly occurring.  On  no  former  occasion,  in  fact, 
was  a  more  extraordinary  desire  to  be  present  at 
judicial  proceedings  evinced.      Among  other  distin- 

gished  persons  on  the  Bench,  were  Lord  Errol, 
^rd  Verulam,  Lord  Essex,  and  Captain  Fitzclarenee. 
There  were  only  four  Ladies  in  Court ;  two  in  the 
gallery,  and  two  close  to  the  prisoners. 
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REMOVAL  OF  THE  PRISONERS   FROM 

,THE  GAOL. 

As  usual  a  flourbh  of  trumpets  announced  «the  ap- 
proach of  the  awful  hour  of  trial,  which  was  re- 
peated  at  various  parts  of  the  town.  At  twen^ 
minutes  past  seven  o'clock  a  post-chariot  drove  to- 
wards the  gaol,  which  being  noticed^  was  instantly 
followed  by  a  multitude  of  people.  Precisely  at  half- 
past  seven,  the  chaise  having  drawn  up  close  to  what 
is  called  the  Mill-gate  of  the  gaol,  the  clanking  <if 
chains  gave  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  prisoners, 
and  an  assistant  of  the  gaoler  entered  the  chaise,  and 
was  followed  by  Thurtell,  heavily  ironed.  Mr.  Wil- 
son then  seated  himself  therein.  An  officer  mounted 
the  box  of  the  chariot,  and  was  followed  by  Hunt, 
with  heavy  chains  to  both  legs. 

It  being  scarcely  day-light,  only  an  indifferent  view 
of  Thurtell  could  be  obtained,  but  Hunt  was  seea 
very  distinctly ;  he  was  evidently  much  altered  from 
the  time  of  his  appearance  at  Elstree,  and  remarkaUy 
thin. 

Two  officers  with  wands  got  up  behind  the  chariot, 
which  immediately  proceeded  at  a  moderate  pace  to 
the  Court-house,  accompanied  by  a  few  constables 
and  javelin-men. 

The  prisoners  had  all  previously  been  shaved  and 
dressed.  Thurtell  was  di^ssed  in  a  dark  frock  coat, 
drab  cloth  waistcoat  with  gilt  buttons,  white  corderoy 
breeches,  and  black  stock.  Hunt  was  attired  in  a 
shabby  suit  of  black.  Thurtell  carried  with  him  a 
bundle  of  papers  and  some  books.  He  did  not  specdk, 
nor  did  Hunt  make  any  observation. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  Court-house,  they  were 
placed  in  the  poutld  behind  the  dock  pre?ious  to 
being  put  to  the  bar.  They  sat  at  a  distance  from 
each  other,  and  were  visited  by  their  respective 
Solicitors. 
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The  carriage  then  retamed  for  Probert,  who  was 
soon  after  brought  He  was  .  dressed,  respectably, 
in  a  suit  of  black,  and  looked  well  in  health,  arid  with 
apparent  confidence.  The  crowd  to  witness  their  ap- 
proach was  immense,  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty 
the  carriages  could  be  brought  up  to  the  gates  leading 
to  the  Court 

The  prisoners  on  alighting  were  conducted  to  the 
JVm  Prius  Court,  where  breakfast  w^as  brought  to  them, 
and  served  on  the  barrister's  table.  Instead  of  eating 
a  hearty  breakfast,  as  when  last  up,  Thurtell  took  but 
a  quarter  of  a  round  of  toast,  and  even  that  he  seemed 
to  eat  with  difficulty.  Hunt's  appetite  was  equally 
bad.     Neither  of  them  spoke  to  the  other. 

The  prisoners'  irons  were  knocked  otf  in  this 
Court ;  and  in  consequence  of  some  difficulty  arising 
while  Thurtell's  irons  were  removing,  a  piece  of  cloth 
being  in  the  way,  he  exclaimed  passionately,  "  Hav'n't 
you  a  knife  ?*'  and  on  one  being  produced,  he  ex- 
claimed, "  That's  the  way,  I  like  to  use  a  knife  on 
such  occasions,*'  or  words  to  that  effect.  They  were 
subsequently  ail  conducted  to  the  pound  behind  the 
dock. 

INTERVIEW  BETWEEN  THE  PRISON- 
ERS  AND  THEIR  COUNSEL. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Learned  Judge,  Mn 
Andrews  aod  Mr.  Chitty,  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr^ 
Phillips,  crossed  the  Court,  and  proceeded  to  tiie  pri- 
soners, and  held  a  personal  consultation  with  their 
dients.  The  object  of  Messrs.  Williams  and  Phillip's 
interview  was,  we  understand,  to  recommend  to  Pro- 
hert,  in  any  evidence  he  might  be  called  upon  to  give, 
to  tell  the  whole  truth,  and  every  thing  he  knew  touch- 
ing the  crime  imputed  to  him  and  his  associates :  for 
if  he  should  take  a  different  course  he  was  still  liable 
to  be  himself  indicted  and  tried — the  condition  of  his 
being  a  witness  for  the  Crown  being  dbat  he  should 
make  a  candid  and  correct  statement  of  all  that  came 
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wiihia  hk  knowledge*  Probert  promised  to  ai»de  bj 
this  advice,  and  &  Counael  shortly  afterwards  t^s- 

turned  into  Court. 

THE  WITNESSES. 

The  witnesses  who  had  arrived  the  precedrog  night„ 
were  now  brought  to  the  Court-house,  and  placed  ia 
a  room  by  themselves.  Thomas  Thurtell  came  down 
ifa  the  care  of  Bishop,  the  turnkey  of  Newgate,  and 
one  of  his  assistants ;  Tie  was  removed,  as  before,  by 
a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus. 

Mrs.  Probert  was  brought  in  a  post-chaise  from  St. 
Albans,  along  with  two  male  persons.  She  was  dressed 
in  a  blue  pelisse,  straw  bonnet  ornamented  with  a 
wreath  of  flowers,  and  wore  a  green  veil.  On  alight- 
ing she  appeared  much  agitated,  but  this  might  have 
arisen  from  her  being,  from  some  cause  or  other,  kept 
a  long  time  at  the  door  before  she  could  gain  admis- 
sion. On  being  brought  into  the  passage  of  the  Court 
she  was  greatly  affected,  and  cried  with  much  bitter- 
ness ;  when  she  subsequently  heard  that  her  husband 
had  been  removed  from  the  bar,  she  became  more 
calm. 

EXERTIONS  OF  THE  PRESS. 

Among  the  many  remarkable  circumstances  growing 
out  of  this  trial,  the  exertions  made  by  the  Press  of  Lon* 
don  must  not  be  overlooked.  Every  Evening  Paper  had 
its  reporters  down ;  and  to  facilitate  the  publication  of 
the  proceedings  on  the  same  day,  each  had  engaged 
from  four  to  six  horses,  which  were  employed  in  car- 
rying expresses.  The  Morning  Papers  also  had  their 
expresses  for  carrying  up  the  reports  at  a  later  hour 
in  the  evening  ;  and  it  was  calculated  that  there  were 
not  less  than  one  hundred  horses  placed  on  the  road 
for  this  purpose.  While  alluding  to  this  subject,  it  is 
due  to  the  High  Sheriff,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lloyd,  and  Mr. 
Nicholson,  the  Under-Sheriff,  to  stale,  that  every 
thing  in  their  power  was  done  to  assist  the  views  of 
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the  dHferent  reporters ;  and  although  in  some  in- 
stances ^the  ladeaess  of  persons  holding  high  rank 
was  to  be  regretted,  still,  upon  the  ^vhole,  and  con- 
sidering the  difficulties  which  were  to  be  encountered, 
the  gentlemen  who  were  engaged  in  these  duties  had 
every  reason  to  feel  grateful  tor  the  politeness  with 
which  they  were  treated. 

« 

ARRIVAL  OF  Mb.  JUSTICE  PARK. 

* 

At  eight  o'clock  precisely  Mr.  Justice  Park  arrived, 
and  with  some  difficulty  was,  from  the  dense  crowd 
on  the. Bench,  enabled  to  tal^e  his  seat.  As  soon  as 
his  Lordship  was  seated^  he  gave  public  notice  to  the 
auditory,  that  such  persons  as  had  seats  must  be  seated^ 
and  those  who  had  not  mustleav^  the  Court,  in  order 
to  prevent  pressure  and  the  stagnation  of  the  air. 

Mr.  Knapp,  the  Clerk  of  the  Arraigns,  then  or-.' 
dered  Mr.  Wilson,  the  gaoler,  to  place  the  prisoners . 
at  the  bar. 

Mr.  Wilson  and  his  assistants  withdrew,  for  the. 
purpose  of  producing  them  ;  but,  as  a  considerable 
time  elapsed  before  the  prisoners  appeared,  Mr.  Knapp 
desired  to  know  the  cause  of  the  delay. 

One  of  the  Under-SheriflE^s  assistants  informied  the 
Court,  that  the  prisoners  were  having  their  irons  re- 
moved. 

'  A  delay  of  at  least  ten  minutes  then  ensued.  The 
bustle  and  noise  which  had  prevailed  from  the  first 
opening  of  the  court  had  not  yet  subsided.  In  this* 
interval  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Fenton,  the  attorneys  for 
the  prisoner  Thurtell,  having  left  their  client  after  the 
consultatkm  above-mentioned,  were  struggling  to  find 
their  way  through  the  crowd,  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining places  near  the  prisoner's  Counsel,  which  they 
ultitnately  accomplished  with  considerable  difficulty, 
and  created  great  noise  and  confusion' in  the  efTort- 
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* 

PLACING  THE  PRISONERS  AT  THE 

BAR. 

It  was  now  anoouncedy  that  the  prisoners  were  ap-« 
proaching.  All  eyes  were  directed  to  the  Pock»  and 
in  a  few  moments  the  prisonei^  Hunt  and  Thurtell 
advanced  in  succession  to  the  front  of  the  Dock.  The 
prisooer  Hunt  came  in  firsts  followed  by  Thurteli»  and 
on  coming  in  view  of  the  Court,  both  respectfully 
bowed  with  a  gentlemanly  deportment.  Thurtell  had 
in  his  hand  a  bundle  of  papers  and  books  tied  in  a 
handkerchief. 

Mr.  Wilson  requested  to  know  whether  Probert 
was  to  come  to  the  bar  ? 

Mr.  Knapp.   Yes»  Probert  must  be  there. 

The  prisoner  Probert  was  then  introduced^  and  he 
also  bowed  respectfully.  He  wi^  not  brought  dose 
to  the  bar,  but  kept  in  the  centre,  about  half  a  yard 
from  each  of  the  other  prisoners,  Mr.  Wilson  and 
an  assistant  respectively  interposing  between  him  and 
the  others.  The  appearance  of  Hunt  was  much  the 
same  as  on  the  former  occasion,  but  he  seemed  ra- 
ther more  assured  in  his  manner.  In  the  appear-* 
ance  of  Thurtell  there  was.  a  visible  alteration  both  in 
manner  and  countenance ;  the  former  was  more  em- 
barrassed, and  the  latter  was  pallid,  as  if  from  the 
effects  of  confinement  and  the  restraint  of  his  irons. 
There  was  still,  however,  a  firmness  and  coUectedness 
in  his  deportnient  which  manifested  a  total  absence 
of  apprehension  for  the  result  of  the  solema  inquiry 
about  to  take  place.  The  general  appearance  of 
Probert  was  little  altered,  beyond  the  effect  of  close 
imprisonment.  In  his  visage  the  same  heaviness  was 
observable,  but  there  was  a  consciousness  in  his  car- 
riage which  indicated  a  mind  deeply  affected  by  the 
solemnity  of  an  inquiry  in  which  he  was  to  be  a  promi* 
nent  party. 


'  net  ttAimn  116 

APPLICATION  OF  HUNT  TO  BE  AD- 
MITTED  EVIDENCE. 

« 

As  soon  as  the  prisoners  were  placed  at  the  bar, 

Mr.  Thessiger  rose,  and  informed  the  Learned 
Judgef,  that  prepamtory  to  the  arraignment  of  the  pri- 
soners, he  had  an  application  to  make  founded  on 
affidavit ;  the  affidavit  was  not  sworn,  but  it  would 
be  ready  in  a  few  moments. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  To  what  subject  does  your  ap- 
plication relate ;  is  it  as  to  any  thing  arising  before 
tlie  last  occasion  we  were  here  ?  Mr.  Thessiger  said 
his  application  was  to  postpone  the  trial  of  his  client, 
Joseph  Hunt. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  On  the  former  occasion,  when 
a  motion  was  made  to  postpone  this  trial,  I  laid  down 
a  rule  that  I  would  not  entertain  any  further  applicar 
tjon  for  postponement. 

Mr.  Thessiger  reminded  his  Lordship  that  he  bad 
not  been  heard  at  all  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  Does  your  affidavit  state  any 
matters  of  fact  ? 

»  Mr.  Thessiger  said  that  his  affidavit,  when  sworp^ 
ux)ald  be  submitted  to  the  Courts  and  fully  explain 
the  iiature  of  the  application  he  was  about  to  make  T 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  Why  was  not.  the  affidavit 
sworn  before  ?  I  have  been  in  this  town  since  yes- 
terday evening,  and  the  affidavit  might  have  been 
sworn  at  my  lodgings. 

Mr.  Thessiger.  My  Lord,  it  could  not  be  swom 
until  your  Lordship  came  into  Court,  my  client  being 
a  prisoner. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.   That's  true ;  I  beg  pardon 

During  this  discussion,  Mr  Harmer  was  employed 
in  engrossing  two  affidavits,  one  to  be  made  by  Hunt, 
and  the  other  by  Mr.  Noel,  the  Solicitor. 

Mr.  GuRNEY.  Perhaps  Mr.  Thessiger  will  have 
the  goodness,  whilst  the  affidavits  are  swearing,  just 
to  state  the  nature  of  the  motion  which  he  proposes  to 
found  upon  them. 
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Mr.  Thessioer.  '  Tthe  nature  of  the  appUcation  I 
am  to  make  is,  that  the  trial  of  Joseph  Hunt  may  be 
put  off,  in"^  order  to  enable  him  to  apply  in  another 
quarter,  upon  the  promises  of  favour  which  have  been 
held  out  to  him  by  the  magistrates. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  Will  that  point  be  acceded  to 
by  the  Counsel  for  the  Crown  ? 

Mr.  GuRNEY.  I  certainly  £annot  accede  to  such  a 
proposition. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  But  is  this  a  sort  of  motion 
which  can  be  entertained  after  plea  pleaded  ? 

Mr.  Thessiger  reminded  his  Lordship  that  on  the 
former  occasion,  he  had  declared  that  he  would  not 
entertain  a  motion  to  put  off  the^trial  until  the  parties 
had  pleaded.  This  was  a  motion  to  put  off  the  trial 
of  his  cHent,  and  he  apprehended  that  this  was  the  only 
proper  period  at  which  such  an  application  could  be 
entertained.  For  this  proposition,  he  was  fortified  by 
an  express  authority. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.    State  your  authority. 

Mr.  Thessiger  cited  the  case  of  the  Kin^  o.  Rudd, 
Leach*s  Crown  cases;  in  which  Mr.  Justice  Aston 
said  that  the  motion  could  only  come  before  the 
Court  upon  an  application  to  put  off  the  trial,  in 
order  to  give  the  prisoner  time  to  apply  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  I  have  read  that  case  with  great 
attention,  and  have  communed  with  otlier  persons  of 
my  own  order  upon  it,  and  I  don't  find  that  it  was 
not  a  motion  made  before  plea  pleaded.  Now,  when- 
ever a .  prisoner's  plea  is  pleaded  and  recorded  (and 
here  the  prisoner's  plea  is  upon  the  record),  I  appre- 
hend it  is  impossible  to  entertain  an  application  of  the 
nature  suggested.  The  plea  being  on  the  record,  I 
dare  not  order  it  to  be  taken  off,  and  therefore  you 
must  now  go  to  the  Crown  to  attain  the  object  in  view. 
After  the  trial,  it  may  still  be  competent  to*  the  pri- 
soner to  apply  to  the  Crown.  Let  the  affidavits  be 
read. 

The  affidavits  of  Joseph  Hunt  and  Mr.  Noel  were 
then  signed  and  sworn  by  the  deponents  respectively^ 
and  read  bv  the  Clerk  of  A^ize. 
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The  Affidavit  of  Joseph  Hunt, 

Deposed  in  substance,  that  on  the  Sdth  of  October 
he  was  taken  into  custody  at  his  lodgings  in  King- 
street,  Golden-square*  by  Kuthven  and  Upson,  two 
Bow-street  officersi  and  conveyed  by  them  first  to 
Bow-street,  and  afterwards  to  Watford,  in  Hertford* 
shire,  where  he  found  an  investigation  going  on  be- 
fore R.  Clutterbuck,  Esq.  and  JL  Mason,  Esq.,  two 
magistrates,  assbted  by  Mr.  Noel,  a  solicitor,  respect- 
ing a  inurder  committed  in  that  neighbourhood ;  that 
during  the  journey  the  Bow-street  officers  endeavoured 
to  bring  him  into  a  confession  of,  and  imputed  to 
him  a  knowledge  of,  the  said  murder;  that  on  his 
arrival  at  Watford,  where  the  magistrates  and  Mr. 
Noel  were  assembled,  the  latter  gentleman  said  to 
him,  '^Mr^  Hunt,  what  you  know  of  thb  murder,  and 
of  the  parties  concerned,  for  God*s  sake  tell  in  the 
presence  of  these  magistrates,  and  in  all  probability 
you  will  be  admitted  King's  evidence ;"  that  fearing 
he  might  be  involved  in  difficulties  without  a  dis- 
closure  of  information  voluntarily  made,   and  not 
choosing  to  rely  on  the  vague  promise  thus  made, 
said,  he  knew  nothing  of  the  business  whatever ;  that 
Mr.  Noel  then  said  to  him,  '^  Clearly,  Mr.  Hunt, 
Mr.  Weare  has  been  murdered,  and  we  only  want  to 
find  where  the  body  is,  and  if  you  know,  for  God  s 
sake  tell  us ;"  that  he  still  denied  all  knowledge  of 
the  murder ;  that  Mr.  Clutterbuck  and  Mr.  Mason 
then  said  to  him,  *^  You  had  better  retire  and  con- 
sider the  offer  made  to  you,  and  recollect  your  peril- 
ous situation/'      That  he  accordingly  retired  with 
Ruthveuand  Upson,  and  whilst  in  the  adjoining  room, 
Mr.  Noel  and  other  persons  came  to  him>  and  Mr. 
Noel  addi^ssed  various  arguments  to  him  with  a  view 
to  obtain  a  confession ;  but  not  succeeding  in  his  oh- 
ject,  both  he  and  the  officers  entreated  him  for  the 
sake  of  his  wife  and  family  to  make  a  confession; 
that  Mr,  Noel  in  distinct  terms  told  him  that  the 
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magistrates  had  given  him  (Mr.  Noel)  a  positive 
assurance  that  if  he  (Hant)  would  tell  where  the  body 
of  Mr.  Weare  was  to  be  found,  his  life  would  be 
spared  ;  that  JJpson  the  officer  said  to  him,  '^  Hunt, 
you  have  a  mother?"  "  Yes,  I  have?*'  *'  And  a  wife 
also?"  *'Yes."  That  he  then  said,  '' Do  you  not 
love  them  ?"  ''  Yes,  very  dearly.'*  "  Then  for  their 
sakes  give  your  evidence  immediately ;  for  I  tell  you, 
that  the  others  may  disclose  before  you,  and  you  wiH 
be  then  too  late,  and  nothing  can  save  you/' 

That  the  mention  of  his  family  greatly  affected 
him,  which  being  observed  by  the  others,  Mr.  Noel 
said,  '^  Mr.  Hunt,  you  have  now  a  chance  of  saving 
yourself,  and  for  God's  sake — ^for  the  sake  of  your 
family,  avail  yourself  of  the  offer ;  for  I  am  authorized 
to  say  that  the  magistrates  will  not  only  admit  you 
as  a  witness  for  the  Crown,  but  take  care  that  yon 
are  not  treated  as  the  other  prisoners;  you  wiii 
merely  be  confined  till  the  trial,  and  after  you  have 
given  your  evidence  you  will  be  discharged  ;"  diat 
having  his  feelings  worked  upon,  and  fully  relying  on 
the  assurances  made  to  him  that  he  would  be  admitted 
as  a  witness  for  the  Crown,  he  made  the  desired 
confession  ;  that  Mr.  Noel  asked  him  where  the  body 
was  deposited;  that  he  replied  he  could  shew  tte 
spot,  though  he  could  not  name  the  place;  upon 
virhich,  Mr.  Noel  said,  "  that  is  all  we  want ;"  that 
Mr.  Noel  then  shook  him  by  the  hand,  and  said,  *^  I 
am  glad  you  have  taken  advice ;  you  are  safe ;  now 
come  before  the  magistrates,  and  tell  us  all  you  know 
about  it ;  that  lliereupon  he  was  taken  into  the  room 
where  the  magistrates  were,  and  then  Mr.  Noel  said, 
^'Gentlemen,  I  am  happy  to  tell  you  that  Mr.  Hunt  is 
ready  to  tell  you  all  he  knows :  I  have  already  in- 
formed  him  that  you  are  to  admit  him  as  an  evidence 
for  the  Crown,  but  it  will  be  more  satisfactory  to  hear 
it  from  you  ;"  that  both  the  magistrates  immediately 
informed  him  (Hunt)  that  when  he  told  all  he  knew, 
he  would  be  received  as  a  witness  for  the  Cfown  ; 
that  Mr.  Noel  then  said,  *^  Mr.  Hunt,  I  hope  you* 
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are  perfectly  satisfied  with  thje  magistrates*, decision; 
n!aw  take  a  seat  and  let  us  all  know  what  you  have 
to  say ;"  that  the  magistrates  then  asked  him  to  take 
some  refreshment,  and  some  brandy  and  water  was 
brought  to  him ;  that  he  immediately  proceeded  to 
relate,  in  as  succinct  a  manner  as  the  agitated  state 
of  his  mind  enabled  him,  all  the  facts  within  his 
knowledge  relating  to  the  murder,  and  Mr.  Noel 
then  confirmed  the  assurance  previously  given  that 
he  would  be  admitted  as  evidence  for  the  Crown ; 
that  as  soon  as  the  morning  advanced  he  went  with 
Mr.  Noel  and  the  officers,  to  the  spot  where  the 
body  was,  and  pointed  it  out ;  that  his  statement  was 
not  witnessed  till  long  after ;  that  having  been  under 
examination  for  so  many  hours,  and  owing  to  the 
great  anxiety  and  perturbation  of  his  mind,  he  omitted 
to  mefntion  'many  circumstances  which  afterwards 
occurred  to  his  recollection ;  that  in  consequence  of 
his  information,  and  of  his  alone,  the  corpse  of  Mr. 
Weare  was  discovered  ;  that  he  was  afterwards  taken 
before  the  magistrates,  when  the  additional  facts 
which  he  had  communicated  to  Mr.  Noel,  were  laid 
before  the  magistrates,  and  were  added  to  his  former 
statement;  that  on  these  occasions  deponent  had 
Omitted  many  facts  which  had  escaped  his  recol- 
lection, and  had  afterwards,  in  a  letter  to  the  magi- 
strates, informed  them  to  that  effect;  that  the 
magistrates  gave  directions  that  he  should  be  treated 
tvith  kindness  during  his  confinement,  and  provided 
with  every  thing  necessary  to  his  support,  and  that 
he  had  been  treated  with  great  kindness  during  his  stay 
in  St.  Alban*s  gaol;  and  that  he  was  afterwards 
brought  before  the  Coroner's  Inquest,  and  on  that 
occasion  several  of  the  magistrates  were  present,  who 
had  promised  that  he  should  be  admitted  as  witness 
for  the  Crown,  and  proceeded  to  examine  him  on 
oath,  although  his  previous  statements  were  not  made 
on  oath. 
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7/i6  AffidaoU  of  Mr.  JoA/t  Noe/,  Oenf.,  Attortiey-at^ 
Law,  of  Great  Ormond-strcet,  QueoU'Sqtiore, 

Stated,  that  the  deponent  had  been  on  terms  of  in* 
timacy  with  the  late  Mr.  William  Weare ;  that  upon 
hearing  a  report  of  a  suspicion  that  Mr,  Weare  waa» 
murdered,  he  wept  down  to  Watford,  and  found  an 
investigation  going  on  before  the  magistrates,  relatiag 
to  the  supposed  murder;  tliat  Mr.  Cluttei buck  and 
Mr.  Mason,  who  were  engaged  in  the  -  investigation, 
readily  accepted  deponent's  assistance  therein,  and 
after  being  engaged  for  many  hours  in  ascertaining 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  in  endeavouring 
to  find  the  body,  without  effect,  it  was  deemed  neces- 
sary and  advisable  to  make  ciin  overture  to  the  prisoner 
Hunt,  to  induce  him  to  discover  it,  and  make  a  full 
and  voluntary  confession ;  that  deponent,  with  the 
sanction  and  by  the  direction  of  the  said  magistrates, 
communicated  the  offer  to  Hunt,  that  if  he  would 
make  a  full  disclosure  (provided  he  had  no  hand  in 
the  actual  cofnmission  of  the  murder)  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  murder,  be  would  be  received  as  a 
witness  for  the  Crown ;  that  previous  to  Hunt's  con- 
fession, he  (Mr.  Noel)  assured  the  prisoner,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  magistrates,  that  if  ^  he  would  give 
any  evidence,  or  make  any  disclosure  as  to  the  place 
where  the  body  was  concealed,  he  would  be  entitled 
to  a  merciful  consideration ;  that  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  magistrates,  and  the  firm  belief  of  deponent, 
that  unless  Hunt  had  pointed  out  the  body  of  Mr. 
Weare,  it  would  never  Have  been  found ;  that  nobody 
would  have  thought  of  examining  or  searching  so  in- 
significant a  spot  as  that  where  it  was  concealed,  es« 
peciaily  as  it  was  at  the  distance  of  three  miles  and  a 
half  from  the  place  where  the  murder  was  committed; 
the  opinion  being  that  it  had  been  thrown  into  the 
Thames,  and  never  would  be  recovered ;  and  that 
deponent  told  Hunt,  when  he  was  upon  exaniination 
before  the  Coroner,  that  there  would  be  no  breach  of 


fidth  towards  him,  and  that  the  maf^strntes  wouki 
keep  their  promise. 

Mn  Justice  Pabict-vNow  Mr.  Theis^er,  I  will 
hear  what  yon  have  got  to  say, 

Mr.  Th£ssi6br«*>^I  do  not  know  whether  the  tiine 
has  yet  eome  for  my  saying  any  thing.  Perhaps  my 
karned  friend  may  wish  to  tender  affidadts  in  oppo« 
sition  to  mine. 

Mr«  GuBNST  admitted  that  he  had  dfidavits  opoti 
this  sobject,  if  it  weie  necessary  to  produce  thcmi 
Though  he  had  expected  that  such  affidavits  would 
be  offered  to  the  Court  at  some  period  of  this  ti  iai» 
he  had  not  received  any  notice  of  them  fvom  the 
other  side.  His  affidavits  were  consequently  iiot 
framed  so  as  to  meet  all  the  points  attempted  to  be 
made  on  the  other  side.  He  did  not  know,  thepefl>tO| 
whether  he  ou^ht  to  offer  them  at  present,  and  could 
wish  to  act  under  the  advice  of  the  Court. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  said  that  he  could  give  no  dt*^ 
rections  to  the  learned  counsel  either  one  way  or  tlte 
othen  He  must  act  as  seemed  best  to  his  own 
discredon. 

The  Affidavit  of  Mr,  Clutterhuck  and  Mr.  Mason^ 

Having  been  signed  and  sworn  by  those  gendeAien, 
was  then  put  in.  It  stated^  in  substance,  that  they 
were  both  magisti^ates  for  St  Alban's  district;  that 
on  the  «8th  of  October  last,  it  having  been  reported 
to  them  that  a  murder  had  been  committed,  tl)ey 
caused  tlie  three  prisoners  at  the  bar  to  be  aj^pif!* 
hended,  who,  after  they  were  apprehended,  wei*e 
brought  before  them ;  that  they  examined  several  wit- 
nesses, whose  testimony  led  them  to  suppose  tliat  a 
murder  had  been  committed  on  tlie  body  of  IMr. 
Weare ;  that  at  this  examination  Mr.  Noel  was  pie- 
sent  as  the  professional  friend  of  the  deceased  ;  ttiat 
after  several  witnesses  had  been  examined,  JoK'pli 
Hmit  was  interrogated  as  to  his  lj;ciewledge  of  the  mA 
murder,  fivt  that  ^e.then  ^stated  iiothkig{  thai  ou  4lie 
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close  of  ^  his  examiDation,  Mr.  Noel  'madis  an  offer  to 
them  to  admit  Hunt  as  evidence  for  the  crown ;  that 
nothing  was  immediately  done  upon  that  offer;  that 
Hunt,  after  he  had  been  sent  out  of  die  magistrates' 
room,  sent  in  a  note,  requesting  to  see  Mr.  Noel ;  that 
Mr.  Noel  in  consequence  went  out  to  see  Hunt,  and 
that  on  his  return,  Mr.  Noel  said  that  Hunt  was  pre- 
pared to  make  a  disclosure.  The  affidavit  went  on  to 
state,  that  both  the  deponents  denied  having  promised 
Hunt  that  he  should  not  be  prosecuted,  in  case  he 
made  a  discovery  of  the  place  where  the  body  was 
poncealed,  and  asserted  that  all  they  promised  him 
was,  that  provided  he  made  a  full  and  fair  disclosure 
of  all  that  he  knew  relative  to  this  murder,  application 
should  be  made  on  the  trial  that  he  should  be  admitted 
as  evidence  for  the  crown.  They  likewise  affirmed 
that  they  had  never  given  lum  any  assurance  that  such 
application  would  be  successful.  In  conclusion,  they 
stated  their  belief,  founded  upon  circumstances  which 
had  come  to  their  knowledge,  that  the  confession 
made  by  Hunt  was  not  a  full  and  fair  confession,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  deficient  in  many  very  material  cir- 
cumstances. 

Mr.  G  URNE  Y  then  said,  he  must  apprize  the  learned 
Judge  that  the  statements  which  were  made  by  Hunt 
were  not  made  on  oath ;  even  the  statement  before 
the  Coroner  was  not  so  made,  although  Hunt  had 
said  the  contrary  in  his  affidavit.  Supposing  it  to 
have  been  so  taken,  he  (Mr.  G.)  should  not  now  de- 
sire it  to  be  read,  in  mercy  to  the  prisoner.  In  the 
present  stage  of  the  proceedings,  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  lay  before  the  Court  other  affidavits,  for 
the  purpose  of  shewing  that  Hunt  had  privately  com- 
municated facts  to  different  individuals,  which  he  did 
not  state  either  before  the  magistrates  or  the  Coroner. 
.  Mr.  Justice .  P^RK. — I  certainly  do  not  see  the 
necessity  of  such  affidavits ;  and,  if  they  were  read, 
they  woqld  to  a  certain  degree  prejudice  the  prisoner, 
which  ought  on  every  account  to  be  avoided.  I  am 
aware  of  the  difficulty,  the  very  great  difficulty  of 
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avoiding  prejudice  in  these  cases ;  but  this  is  an  evil^ 
in  the  present  case,  which  is  in  some  measure  to  be 
attributed  to  the  parties  themselves.  On  ^he  former 
occasion,  when  affidavits  Mere  produced  to  postpone 
the  trial,  to  my  utter  astonishment,  those  very  affi* 
davits  were  at  that  moment  printed  in  a  newspaper^ 
although  the  prisoner's  counsel,  instructed  by  the  pri* 
soner's  attorney,  urged  the  Court  to  prohibit  the  pub* 
lication.  I  was  tlien  averse  from  the  reading  of  those 
affidavits,  lest  they  might  be  calculated  to  prejudice 
the  prisoners,  but  a  difi'erent  course  was  adopted.  If 
there  be  any  thing  stated  in  the  affidavits  at  all  tending 
to  prejudice  the  prisoner,  I  should  prevent  their  being 
read.  Without  stating  any  specific  fact,  perhap&^ 
will  be  sufficient  for  your  purpose,  Mr.  Gumey,  ju$t 
to  state  the  object  which  you  have  in  view  >y  pro- 
ducing an  additional  affidavit. 

Mr.GuRNETT.-r-It  would  appear  from  the  addi- 
tional affidavits,  tliat  of  the  facts  stated  privately  by 
Hunt  to  other  persons  (which  are  very  important),  we 
do  not  find  one  word  either  in  his  account  o(  the 
transaction  before  the  magistrates,  or  the  Corooer. 
The  only  object  of  the  affidavit  would  be  to  confirm 
M'hat  is  stated  by  the  magistrates,  on  their  information 
and  belief,  that  the  prisoner  did  not  make  a  full  con- 
fession ;  but  I  would  rather  forego  something  in  a  case 
of  this  kind,  than  do  any  thing  which  could  by  possi- 
bility create  a  prejudice. 

Mr.  Justice  Park. — That  is  the  feeling  of  my 
mind.  Would  this  answer  your  purpose  ?  I  entertain 
so  much  respect  for  Mr.  Thessiger,  and  what  I  say  to 
him  I  would  say  to  the  prisoner's  other  legal  adviser 
(Mr.  Harmer),  that  if  they  both  tbink  proper  they 
may  look  at  Mr.  Gurney's  affidavit,  and  perhaps  that 
will  answer  their  purpose.  I  wish  to  throw  no  unplea- 
sant burthens  upon  either  of  them,  but  I  think  that 
will  be  sufficient  for  them. 

Mr.  Thessiger  said,  he  Mas  certainly  anxious  to 
be  informed,  when  and  under  Avhat  circumstances  the 
private  convcrsa lions*  alluded  to  took  place. 

»  2 
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.  Mr.  GuRk BY  said,  he wonid  shew  his  learned  friend 
copies  of  tbe  affidayits  alladed  to.  The  ajfidavit  of 
Benjatnki  Aooke,  £sq.>  the  Coroner^  beiog  now  com^ 
pleted  and  sWorn^  vms  handed  in  and  read.  It  slated 
that  tt)K)n  the  inquest  before  deponent,  Mr.  Clutter^ 
buck,  the  magistratei  told  Hunt  there  would  be  no 
breach  of  faith  in  the  promise  made  by  him. 
•  CSopies  of  the  affidavits  of  Mr.  Rex  worthy,  and  of 
Upson,  the  Bow^street  officer,  were  then  banded  to 
the  prisoner's  counsel,  and 

Mr*  Gorney  then  inquired  whether  there  was  any 
objectibn  to  his  stating  to  Ae  Court  the  object  of  the 
affidavitis  now  produced  ?«-^Mn  Thessiger  replied  that 
he  had  nd  objection. 

Mr.  Gurnet. ---I  have  now  shown  my  learned 
fri^d  copies  of  Rexworthy*s  and  Upson's  affidavits^ 
and  my  learned  friend  has  no  obiection  to  my  stadng 
that  whi<^h  I  afti  now  about  to  stale,  which  will  be  less 
prejudicial  t6  the  prisoner  ihan  neading  the  affidavits 
th^mselveS)  and  mat  is  this: — Your  Lordship  wiU 
iind  (having  read  the  account  of  Hunt's  evidence  before 
the  magistrate^,  and  the  Coroner),  that  he  has  not 
Btated  that  he  had  any  previous  knowledge  of  the  mur- 
der being  to  be  totaimitied ;  he  makes  bimsdf,  there- 
fore, an  accessary  after  the  fact ;  that,  upon  the  states 
ment  which  yonr  Lordship  now  holds  in  your  hand, 
there  are  oth^  things  which  are  not  included  iki  either 
of  theso  accounts.  Which  are  very  important,  and 
tvhidi  go  to  prove  a  crime  of  a  different  description. 
I  betieve  I  have,  with  as  much  dt^icacy  as  possiUe^ 
forborne  to  state  what  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  pri« 
soner ;  but  I  tnust  not  fm^bear  to  state  that  which  is 
essential,  namely^  that  Ire  did  not,  in  either  of  those 
accounts,  sweat*  that  he  did  not  make  a  fuU  disdosune 
of  tl^al  which  he  knew. 

Afr.  TH£ssiG£a  then  replied.  He  boped^  that 
if  thore  were  any  doubt  as  to  the  success  of  bis 
motion,  on  account  of  a  plea  being  on  the  record,  the 
considt^i  ation  of  the  circumstances  under  which  it 
had  b(*(n  placed  there,  would  press  upon  his  Lord«- 
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ship's  reeolfectioni  and  obviate  every  difficuUy.  On 
the  last  occasion  that  they  were  met  together  in  that 
place»  he  had  not  been  prepared  to  bring  forward  his 
present  motion  upon  affidavit.  It  was  only  a  short 
time  before,  thait  he  had  been  retained  for  the  pri- 
soner, and  he  had  therefore  had  no  time  to  give  any 
diFeottons  for  the  drawing  up  of  the '  requisite  affi« 
davits.  Indeed,  if  the  trial  had  then  taken  place,  he 
should  have  been  oompelled  to  make  this  appHcation 
upon  very  imperfect  grounds.  As  he  was  on  that 
occasion  partly  taken  by  surprise,  he  trusted  that 
the  dday  which  had  since  taken  place,  owing  to  his 
Lordship's  decision,  postponing  the  trials  would  not 
be  consideied  any  objection  to  his  present  application* 
Indeed  the  present  was  the  only  way  in  which  he 
couid  bring  the  circumstances  detailed  in  his  affidavit 
before  the  Court  He  felt  that  he  was  authorized  by 
the  case  which  he  had  already  cited,  to  move  for  a 
further  delay  of  this  trial.  Now  the  question  of  delay 
would  depend  in  this  case  upon  the  right  of  the  ma** 
gistrate  to  admit  a  prisoner  who  was  an  accomplice) 
and  was  willii^  to  make  a  disclosure,  as  evidence  for 
the  Crown.  He  did  not  pretend  to  question  the  law, 
which  had  been  laid  down  in  the  case  of  the  King  v. 
KiUdd,  and  very  lately  in  a  case  which  had  come  be« 
fore  his  Lordship*— diat  a  magistrate  had  no  direct 
powier  tx>  say  that  a  party  should  be  pardoned  on 
giving  evidence  against  his  associates ;  but  he  appre* 
bended  that  indirectly  they  had  such  power,  and  that 
the  ordinary  practice  was  to  sanction  any  promise  of 
pardon  held  out  under  such  circumstances  by  the 
magistrate^  That  practice  had  succeeded  the  appli^ 
cation  of  torture,  and  had  now  pi^vailed  for  more 
Chan  160  years ;  and  in  all  that  time  there  had  been 
only  one  case  in  which  a.  magistrate's  promise  to  a 
prisoner  had  either  been  questioned  or  violated,  and 
that  case  was  attended  by  such  special  circumstances 
as  clearly  took  it  out  of  the  general  rule.  The  affi* 
davits  which  had  ju|t  been  read  to  his  Lordship 
would  inform  him,  that  at  the  outset  of  this  exami** 
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nation,  every  thing  was  in  darkness— that  it  was  ab- 
solutely necessary*  to  the  commencement  of  this  in- 
vestigation»  that  a  certain  fact  should  be  disclosed, 
and  that  every  subsequent  point  hinged  upon  it. 
The  magistrates,  naturally  and  laudably  enough,  wei^ 
anxious  to  arrive  at  that  point.  On  ordinary  occa- 
sions, he  knew  it  was  not  usual  to  receive  the  evidence 
of  an  accomplice,  unless  he  made  a  full  and  fair  dis- 
closure of  all  tlie  circumstances  of  guilt  in  which  be 
had  been  implicated  ;  but  he  apprehended  that  in  a 
case  of  particular  importance  and  atrocity,  the  magfs- 
trate  had  indirectly,  though  not  directly,  a  right  of 
giving  to  the  prisoner  a  promise  of  eventual  safety 
on  the  disclosure  of  that  particular  fact  on  which 
all  the  subsequent  proceedings  must  naturally  depend. 
There  was  no  person  in  that  Court  who  would  ques- 
tion this  point — that  the  fact  which  Hunt  disclosed 
had  borne  very  materially  upon  this  case.  Every 
person  must  see  how  important  it  was.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  Lord  Mansfield,  that  no  person  ought  to 
be  convicted  either  of  murder  or  of  manslaughter 
unless  the  body  were  found.  If  that  point  were  cor- 
I'cct  and  good  law,  on  which  there  could  be  no  doubt, 
there  could  be  as  little  doubt  as  to  the  value  of  Hunt's 
information  when  he  pointed  out  the  place  where  the 
body  was  concealed.  It  was  sworn  in  the  affidavits 
of  the  magistrates,  that  there  was  an  idea  a  murder 
had  been  perpetrated  on  some  individual.  Who  that 
individual  was,  or  where  his  body  was  to  be  found, 
they  could  not  tell ;  and  it  would  therefore  have  been 
impossible  for  them  to  proceed,  unless  some  light  had 
been  thrown  on  the  subject  from  sotfic  quarter  or 
other.  If  the  disclosure  of  Hunt  had  not  been  made, 
they  would  not  have  been  assembled  for  this  day*s 
trial.  It  was  clear  that  all  the  information  on  which 
the  magistrates  had  subsequently  acted  was  obtained 
from  Hunt.  Was  he  now  to  be  throMn  away  as 
worthlefcs,  after  the  repeated  promises  whicli  had  been 
njade  to  Inm,  that  lie  should  be  admitted  as  evidence 
for  the  Crown?     Upon  this  point  his  affidavit  was 
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not  controverted  by  that  of  the  mtigistrate*  It 
ivas  clear  from  the  affidavits  of  the  magistrates,  that 
they  did  not  know  where  the  body  was  concealed,  and 
that  they  applied  to  Hunt  for  information  on  the 
point;  and  that  being  undisputed,  he  thought  he  had 
sufficiently  proved  that  they  must  have  promised  him  a 
recommendation  to  mercy.  He  had  heard  it  said,  but 
he  thought  with  little  show  of  reason,  that  the  magis- 
trates in  giving  that  pron)ise  had  acted  inconsiderately ; 
but  it  ought  to  be  recollected,  that  though  all.  tlie 
difficulties  of  the  case  had  vanished  by  Hunt's  con- 
fession, they  had  been  surrounded  by  nothing  but 
difficulties  before  they  got  it.  Whether  the  magistrates 
had  acted  inconsiderately  or  not,  was»  however,  a  mat- 
ter of  little  importance,  as  it  could  form  no  objection 
to  the  present  applicatiou.  The  real  question  was, 
did  the  prisoner  Hunt  rely  on  their  pledge,  or  did  he 
not  ?  Did  he  make  his  confession  under  an  idea  that 
they  were  acting  bond  fide  with  him,  and  that  they 
intended  to  keep  the  promises  whiclv  they  so  repeat- 
edly made  to  him  ?  He  had  little  expected,  that 
when  the  parties  who  managed  this  prosecution  ad- 
mitted that  the  evidence  of  an  accomplice  was  neces- 
sary to  substantiate  guilt  against  any  of  the  parties  im- 
plicated, by  asking  leave  that  Probert  should  be  ex- 
amined before  the  grand  jury — he  little  expected,  he 
repeated,  that  his  Lordship  was  unacquainted  with 
the  diffisrent  promises  that  had  been  made  to  Hunt. 
The  motion  was  made  as  if  it  had  been  an  ordinary 
motion  :  not  a  word  was  said  that  could  induce,  his 
X^rdship  to  suppose  there  had  been  a  shameless  vio- 
lation of  public  faith  towards  Hunt.  Had  his  Lord- 
ship been  acquainted  with  that  fact,  he  would  have 
demanded  first,  some  reason  why  Hunt  had  been  dis- 
missed as  an  evidence.  His  learned  friend  said,  that 
they  had  dismissed  him,  because  they  had  found  his 
confession  full  of  material  contradictions — that  there 
were  great  omissions,  and  little  fidelity  in  it.  He 
would  admit  tliat  Hunt  had  not  upon  his  first  confes^^ 
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siou  detailed  all  the  facts  with  which  he  was  aeqnaiot*-' 
ed ;  but  that  was  not  sarprising,  considering  the  bur* 
ried  and  agitated  state  of  mind  in  which  be  naturally 
must  have  t>een.  He  supplied  those  facts,  bowever, 
at  subsequent  communicatiotiSy  which  he  had  had  by 
his  own  request  with  Mr.  Noel  and  the  magistrates. 
His  affidavit  was  perfectly  consistent  with  that  of  the 
magistrates  on  this  point,  for  it  showed  that  there  had 
been  originally  a  deficiency  in  Hunt's  conlession,  but 
that  it  had  been  afterwards  supplied.  From  the  affi« 
davit  of  Rexworthy,  it  was  stated,  that  in  a  converse* 
tion  which  he  had  held  with  Hunt  over  some  brandy 
and  water,  when  he  was  or  might  have  been  intoxicat- 
ed, Hunt  had  uttered  some  expressions  that  were  ut« 
terly  at  variance  with  his  former  confessions.  Allow- 
ing that  to  be  the  fact,  it  Was  not  sufficient  to  over- 
ride tlie  absolute  promise  of  the  magistrates.  He  now 
maintained  that  he  had  laid  sufficient  grounds  for  put* 
ting  off  the  trial  of  Hunt. 

Mr.  Jastice  Piy^iK.  I  am  clearly  of  oinnion,  that 
although  this  case  has  been  urged  by  the  leamed  coun-- 
y#  sel  with  all  due  zeal  and  effect  for  his  at^ment,  yet 
that  nothing  has  been  submitted  to  the  Court  this  day, 
to  furnish  ground  for  a  postponement  of  this  trial, 
at  least  no  argument  has  been  used  which  has  appli- 
cation to  me.  It  may  be  a  proper  ground  of  apf^- 
oation  to  the  Crown  for  the  Royal  mercy  and  favour, 
in  a  future  stage  of  the  proceeding;  but  I  repeat,  it 
is  no  ground  for  me  to  act  upon.  As  to  putting  off 
the  trial,  that  has  been  already  done  for  one  calendar 
month,  and  I  have  not  heard  that  during  that  inter- 
val any  application  has  been  made  to  the  Crown  in 
behalf  of  the  prisoner  Hunt,  upon  the  reasons  now 
adduced.  With  respect  to  Mrs.  Rudd's  case,  there 
is  very  great  doubt  in  the  minds  of  learned  persons, 
whether  or  no  the  application  should  have  been  made 
before  or  after  the  impleading.  A  word  or  two  upon 
the  discretion  of  the  magistrates.  I  have  no  earthly 
doubt,  but  that  these  particular  ma^strates  acted  from 
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the  pures<  and  best  motives,  according  to  the  lights 
which  th(y  had.    I  find  no  fault  whatever  with  them. 
I  won't  iven  say  that  they  acted  incautiously  in  this 
matter;  out  T  do  say  that  these  magistrates,  acting 
for  the  ouDty,  in  tlieir  official  capacity,  have  no  right 
to  graiil  rhis  power  of  exemption  from  penalty.     The 
learned  gentleman  says  he  sees  no  instance  to  the  con* 
trary.  .  x  es,  ttiere  were  instances,  when  at  every  as- 
sizes applications  were  made  to  the  Judges,  for  the 
admissioi  of  particular  persons  to  be  witnesses  for 
the  Crovn,  end  to  go  before  the  juries.     In  this  case, 
I  obsene  that  the  depositions  of  Hunt  were  not  made 
upon  oij^i,  and  in  that  respect  the  magistrates  ap- 
pear to  lave  acted  prudently  and  cautiously.     But  it 
has  beei.  said,  ti)at  I  should  have  refused  the  per- 
mission f^raated  to  Probert,  on  the  faith  of  the  pre- 
vious pldge  said  to  have  been  given  to  a  man  named 
liunt.    ^  far  as  newspaper  information  conveys  any 
sthictucutvpou  uie  matter,  or  any  public  opinion  upon 
it,  I  koov  nothing ;  all  I  know  of  this  case  is  from 
the  depositona  before  me.     Judges  are  in*  the  habit  of 
listening  to  fipplications  for  the  admission  of  accom- 
plices in  trids  of  this  kind ;  for  all  but  one  of  the  par- 
ties are  capable  in  such  cases  of  being  rendered  wit* 
nesses  for  the  Crown.    But  after  all  these  discussions, 
and  all  that^  I  can  see  on  the  record,  there  is  no 
proof  of  the""  pledjp  having  been  given.     Here  is  a 
person  of  the  namt^  of  Noel  swears  that  he  made 
this  pledge  to  Hunt ;  Vol  tl)c  magistrates  positively 
deny  that  they  aumonzecI'^fiiY  prpmise  of  exemption, 
in  the  manner  stated,  for  t^ie  prisoner.     I  am  there- 
fore of  opinion,  tliat  all  ther  ciitumstances  stated  in 
support  of  this  application,  may  bb>  for  duy  thing  I 
know,  available  elsewhere,  but  cannot  be  made  ap- 
plicaUe  on  the  present  occasion.    Lef  the^rial  then 
proceed. 
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CHALLENGES  TO  THE  JURIf. 

Mr.  Kkapp  then  addressed  the  three  insonerd 
sev^rally^  and  in  the  usual  form  acquainted  iipm  that 
the  good  m^  that  they  would  hear  cfdled,and  isverally 
that  did  appear^  tvere  to  pass  between  tnemiatid  the 
King»  upon  the  trial  of  their  several  lives  or  deaths ; 
iind  that,  if  they  meant  to  challenge  them,  d  any  of 
them,  they  must  challenge  them  bm  they  cam^  to  the 
book  to  be  sworn,  and  before  they  wer6  swcMjc  ^^^ 
they  should  be  heard. 

The  prisoners  appeared  to  pay  strict  attetion  to 
what  was  said,  and  bowed  respectfully. 
*  The  Panel  \vas  then  called  over,  and  aftc'  several 
peremptory  challenges  on  the  part  of  the  .prisoner 
Thurtell,  and  two  peremptory  challenges  on' the  part 
of  the  Crown,  the  following  Gentlemen  werc'swom  on 

THE  JURY. 

Ttiomas  Brown,  of  Wynvard,  Gent,  Foiftman. 
Thomas  Buck,  brazier,  of  Bishop's  Stortferd. 
Rednald  Jennings,  maltster^       fyf  dilb. 
Richard  Pryor,  Gent.  of  dito. 

George  Starve,  Gent.  of  iltto. 

Charles  Fox,  Gent,  of  Hitchin.  ' 

John  RusselK  shoe-maker,  of  diM>. 
Thomas  Chalkley,  G«nt.  of  Stevenage. 
WilUam  Foldby,  Gent,  of  Alto. 
John  HopeweU,  tanner^  at  Chipping  Bamet 
Samuel  Frilchart,  y^man,  of  Bramfield. 
William  Kimptop,  yeoman,  of  Barkway. 

Mr.  Ki^APP  tliei^  charged  the  Jury  on  the  indict- 
ment acTBins^  the  prisoners,  Thurtell  and  Hunt,  and 
then  iureficr  ^Bbavged  the  Jury  on  the  Coroner's  In- 
<  quisWaM  with  the  prisoners; — Thurtell  as  guilty <rf 

!  *  the  murder,  and  Hunt  and  Probert  as  accessaries  of 

t'le  murder  before  the  fact : — to  which  charges  the 
^         '  prisoners  had  on  a  former  day  severally  pleaded 
Not  Guilty, 
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ACQUITTAL  OF  PROBERT. 

Mr.  GuRNBv  then  rose  and  said,  that  as  it  was  not 
intended  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  to  offer  evi- 
dence against  the  prisoner  Probert^  who  stood  cliarged 
in  the  indictment  as  being  an  accessary  before  the 
fact,  he  was  willing  that  the  Jury  should  record  a  ver« 
diet  of  •*  Not  Guilty"  for  that  individual. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  the 
prosecutors  are  willing  to  forego  the  prosecution  of 
William  Probert ;  they  propose  to  offer  no  evidence 
ag^nst  that  individual,  and  he  will  consequently  in 
point  of  law  be  entitled  to  a  verdict  of  acquittal  upon 
the  Coroner's  Inquisition. 

A  verdict  of  "  Not  Guilty"  was  immediately  re^ 
corded  for  Prober!^  who  made  a  low  obeisance  to  the 
Court  and  Jury,  and  was,  by  order  of  the  Court,  re- 
CQOved  fron^  the  bar  into  an  adjoining  room,  where 
Mr,  Wilson  was  desired  to  detain  him. 

By  desire  of  the  prisoners,  (who  were  ordered  seats,) 
an  order  was  then  made  for  the  removal  out  of  Court 
of  all  the  witnesses  at  each  side,  except  medical  per- 
sons ;  that  they  should  be  examined  separately. 

4 

CASE  FOR  THE  PROSECUTION. 

Mr.  Gurnet  then  rose^  and  addressed  tlie  Jury  to 
tlie  follpMiQg  effect : — 

-  We  we  assembled.  Gentlemen,  for  the  trial  of  these 
fNTiaoaera,  after  a  delay,  which  has  been  mercifully  con-i 
ceded  to  them,  in  consequence  of  an  application  made 
to  his  Lordship  by  their  Counsel.  That  application 
was  founded  upon  an  affidavit,  in  which  it  was  sworn 
that  there  had  been  a  great  excitation  of  public  opi-i 
nion,  which  had  not  at  that  time  subsided,  and  it  was 
thought  by  his  lordship  that  it  would  conduce  to  the 
moreaatisfactory  administration  of  justice  to  giant  the 
prayer  of  the  prisoners.  The  time  which  has  since 
elapl9edy  has  no  doubt  had  a  beneficial  effect,  and  you 
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are  now  assembled  iu  that  calm*  and  temperate  state 
of  mind,  which  will  enable  you  to  administer  justice 
with  perfect  satisfaction  to  yourselves  and  to  tbe 
country. 

It  is  most  important  that  criminals  should  be 
punished,  in  order  that  crime  may  be  repressed. 
There  is  but  one  thing  of  more  importance  which 
IS,  that  innocence  should  be  protected.  This  great 
principle  is  considered  by  the  law  of  Englaod  ; 
it  is,  in  fact,  a  distinguishing  characteristic  of  the  law 
of  this  country.  In  vain  would  all  the  other  interests 
of  a  county  be  protected,  if  there  were  any  deficiency 
in  those  safeguards  which  ought  to  be  provided  for 
tbe  security  of  innocence  against  unjust  accusation. 

We  have,  therefore,  as  a  protection  to  human  life. 
In  the  first  place,  the  invaluable  institution  of  a  Co- 
roner's Inquest,  the  country  making  immediate  in- 
quiry on  the  spot  in  all  cases  of  death  produced  by 
violent  means  ;  we  have  the  security  of  inquiry  before 
the  Magistracy,  and  such  a  Magistracy  as  no  otber 
country  can  boast ;  we  have  the  inquiry  before  the 
Grand  Jury ;  and  lastly,  you  are  assembled  here  under 
the  direction  of  the  highest  legal  authority,  to  hear  tbe 
evidence  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other,  and  finally  to 
pronounce  upon  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused. 
You  are  to  pronounce  your  verdict  on  the  evidence, 
and  on  the  evidence  alone ;  you  are  to  forget  all  that 
you  may  have  ever  heard  or  read  on  the  subject, 
which  is  probably  erroneous,  and  which  is,  at  all 
events,  unsupported  by  proof ;  you  are  to  come  to  tbe 
consideration  of  this  case  with  pure  and  dispassionate 
Judgments,  to  hear  the  evidence,  and  on  that  evidence 
a  true  verdict  give. 

Gentlemen,  the  crime  with  which  the  prisoners 
stand  charged  is  one  of  great  enormity.  It  is  a 
crime  attended  by  circumstances  of  no  common 
atrocity.  It  was  imputed  to  one  of  the  parties,  that 
he  had  actually  committed  the  murder ;  and  to  the 
other  that  he  had  assisted  with  his  previous  counsel 
an(|  concert,  and  co-operated  in  the  promotion  of  the 


THE    GAMBLER. 


ia* 


premedi[tated  act.  But  in  proportion  to  the  great 
enormity  of  the  crime  ought  to  be  the  strength  of  the 
proof*;  and  he  did  not  mean  to  ask  of  them  to  pro- 
nounce a  verdict  of  guilty,  unless  on  such  evidence 
as  left  no  rational  doubt  on  their  minds  of  the  fact. 
He  repeated,  that  when  they  considered  the  nature  of 
the  case,  and  the  violent  aggravation  with  which  it 
was  attended,  they  were  bound  to  call  for  very  strong 
proof  to  convince  them  that  any  man  was  capable  Si 
so  dreadful  an  atrocity ;  for  if  the  evidence  he  had 
to  adduce  were  substantiated  and  believed,  one  of 
the  prisoners  at  the  bar  had  been  guilty,  not  only  of 
the  crime  of  murder  in  all  its  naked  atrocity,  but  of 
the  murder  of  a  man  with  whom  he  had  been  living 
in  hatHts  of  acquaintance,  if  not  of  intimacy. 

It  was  said,  (whether  true  or  not,  he  knew  not,) 
that  the  deceased  had  provoked  one  of  the  prisoners, 
by  doing  him  some  wrong  at  play ;  and  that  the  other 
had  never  been  injured  by  the  man  whose  death  he 
had  concerted  to  aid  in  inflicting.  These  persons, 
under  the  specious  pretences  of  friendship,  bad  in-' 
vited  the  deceased  to  accompany  them  upon  a  Short 
country  excursion;  but  they  had  invited  him  into 
their  company  to  deprive  him  on  the  same  night  of 
his  life. 

It  was  emphatically  said,  that  murder  was  a  crime 
to  be  perpetrated  in  darkness.  The  hoar  of  night 
was  mostly  chosen  as  the  opportune  time  for  its  in- 
fliction ;  because  it  was  in  that  moment  of  solitude 
thought  that  no  human  eye  could  see,  no  ear  hear 
the  struggles  of  the  dying :  darkness  rendered  detection 
more  difficult.  It  was  therefore  the  peculiar  feature 
of  crimes  of  this  Jcind,  that  their  proof  often  depended 
upon  circumstantial  evidence,  which,  however,  was 
frequently  found  to  convey  by  its  character  and  com- 
bination, a  demonstration  as  conclusive  as  any  which 
could  arise  from  the  operation  of  positive  testimony. 
There  was  another  species  of  evidence,  which  was 
sometimes  of  necessity  r^orted  to  in  cases  of  this 
nature*->be  meant  the  evidence  of  acconoplic^  in  tb^ 
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ciriaie.  I(  was  not  always  within  the  powor  of  a 
prosecutor  to  forego  the  evidence  of  an  accomplice* 
nor  even  to  get  that  species  of  testimony,  without 
compounding  in  some  measure  with  acknowledged 
guilt.  Upon  a  very  full  and  anxious  consideratioa  of 
Sie  whole  of  this  case,  those  who  conducted  the  pro^ 
secution  had  maturely  decided  upon  the  admission  of 
an  accomplice  into  their  evidence.  The  deceased^ 
whose  murder  was  the  subject  of  the  present  incyiiryj 
was  the  late  Mr.  William  Weare — ^a  man,  it  was 
said,  addicted  to  play,  and,  as  had  been  suggested^ 
connected  with  gaming  houses.  Whether  he  was  thq 
best,  or  the  le^t  estimable  individual  in  society,  waa 
no  part  of  their  present  consideration*  The  prisoner 
at  the  bar,  John  Thurtell,  had  been  his  acquaintance^ 
and  in  some  practices  of  play  had,  it  was  said,  been 
wronged  by  him,  and  deprived  of  a  large  sum  of 
money.  The  other  prisoner,  Hunt,  was  described  m 
being  a  public  singer,  and  also  known  to  Mr.  Weare» 
but  not,  as  he  believed,  in  habits  of  friendship*  Pro^ 
bert,  who  was  admitted  as  an  accomplice,  had  been  in 
ti'ade  a  spirit-dealer,  and  jrented  a  cottage  in  Gill's* 
hill4ane,  near  Elstree.  It  was  situate  in  a  bye-lane^ 
going  out  of  the  London-road  to  St.  Albans,  and  two 
or  three  miles  beyond  Elstree.  This  cottage  of  Pro* 
bert's  was,  it  would  appear,  selected,  from  its  seclu* 
sion,  as  the  fit  spot  for  the  perpetration  of  the  mur- 
der. Probert  was  himself  much  engaged  in  Londim^ 
and  his  wife  generally  resided  at  the  cottage,  which 
was  a  small  one,  and  pretty  fully  occupi^  in  the 
accommodation  of  Mrs,  Probert,  her  sister,  (Miss 
Noyes,)  some  children  of  Thomas  Thurtell's,  (the 
prisoner  s  brother,)  and  a  maid  and  boy  servant  It 
should  seem  from  what  had  taken  place,  that  the 
deceased  had  been  invited  by  John  Thurtell  to  this 
place  to  enjoy  a  day  or  two's  shooting. 

It  would  be  proved  that  the  prisoner  Thurtell  met 
the  deceased  at  a  billiard-room,  kept  by  one  Rex- 
worthy,  on  the  Thursday  night,  (that  previous  to  the 
murder.)    They  were  joined  there  by  Huntt    On  the 
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forenoon  of  the  Friday,  hb  (deceased)  was  With 
Rexworthy  at  the  same  place,  and  said  he  was  going 
for  a  day's  shooting  into  the  country.  Weare  went 
from  the  billiard-rooms  between  three  and  four 
o*clock  to  his  chambers  in  Lyon's-inn,  where  he  par- 
took of  a  chop  dinner,  and  afterwards  packed  up,  in  a 
green  carpet  bag,  some  clothes,  and  a  mere  change 
df  linen,  such  aiS  a  journey  for  the  time  he  had  speci- 
fied might  require.  He  also  took  with  him  wberi  he 
left  his  chambers  in  a  hackney-coach,  which  the  laun- 
dress had  called,  a  double-barrelled  gun,  and  aback* 
gammon  box,  dice,  &c.  He  left  his  chambers  in 
mis  manner  before  four  o'clock,  and  drove  first  to 
Charing-cross,  and  aftelrwards  to  Maddox-street, 
Hanover-square;  from  thence  he  proceeded  to  the 
New-road,  where  he  went  out  of  tfie  coach,  and  re- 
turned after  some  time,  accompanied  by  another 
person,  and  took  his  things  away.  Undoubtedly  the 
deceased  left  town  on  that  evening,  with  tlie  expecta- 
tion of  reaching  Giirs-hill-cottage ;  but  it  had  been 
previously  determined  by  his  companions,  that  liQ 
should  never  reach  that  spot  alive. 

He  would  here  beg  to  state  a  few  of  the  circum- 
stances which  had  occurred  antecedent  to  the  com- 
mission of  the  crime.  Thomas  and  John  Thurtell 
were  desirous  of  some  temporary  concealment,  owing 
to  their  inability  to  provide  the  bail  requisite  to  nieei 
'some  charge  of  misdemeanor,  and  Probert  had  pro- 
cured for  them  a  retreat  at  TetsalFs,  the  sign  of  the 
Coach  and  Horses,  in  Conduit-street,  where  they  re- 
mained for  two  qr  three  weeks  previous  to  the  mur- 
der. On  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  24th  of  Octo- 
ber, two  men,  answering  in  every  respect  to  the  de- 
scription of  John  Thurtell  and  Hunt,  went  to  a  pawn- 
l)roker's  in  Marylebone,  arid  purchased  a  pair  ot 
pocket-pistols.  In  the  middle  of  the  same  day.  Hunt 
hired  a  gig,  and  afterwards  a  horse,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  going  to  Dartford  in  Kent:  he  also  inquu-ed 
where  he  could  purchase  a  sack  and  a  rope,  and  wais 
directed  to  a  place  over  Westminster-bridge,  wbicti 


196  MtTBDKE  OF  WICARE, 

be  was  told  was  on  ias  road  into  Kent  Somewhere, 
however,  it  would  be  found  that  be  did  procure  a  sack 
and  cord,  and  be  met  the  same  afternoon,  at  Te1> 
piall's,  Thomas  Tburtell  and  Noyes.  Tbey  were  all 
assembled  together  at  the  Coach  and  Horses  in  Con* 
duit-street. 

When  he  made  use  of  the  names  of  the  two  last 
individuals,  he  begged  distinctly  to  be  understood  as 
saying,  that  he  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  eitfaw 
Thomas  Tburtell  or  Noyes  were  privy  to  the  guilty 
purpose  of  the  prisoners. 

Some  conversation  took  place  at  the  time  between 
the  parties,  and  Hunt  was  heard  to  ask  Probert  if  he 
woidd  be  in  what  they  (Hunt  and  John  Tburtell)  were 
about.  Tburtell  drove  oif  from  TetsalKs  belween 
four  and  five  o'clock  to  take  up  a  friend,  as  he  said 
to  Probert,  ^'  to  be  killed  as  he  travelled  with  him,'* 
.  an  expression  which  Probert  said  at  the  time  he  be- 
lieved to  have  been  a  piece  of  idle  bravado.  He  re- 
quested Probert  to  bring  down  Hunt  in  his  own  gig. 
In  the  course  of  that  evening  the  prisoner  Tburtell  is 
seen  in  that  gig,  with  a  horse  of  a  very  remarkable 
colour.  He  was  a  sort  of  iron  gray,  with  a  white 
foce  and  white  legs — very  particular  marks  for  iden- 
tity. He  was  first  seen  by  a  patrol  near  Edgeware ; 
beyond  that  part  of  the  road  he  was  seen  by  the  land- 
lord; but  from  that  time  of  the  evening  until  his  ar- 
rival at  Probert' s  cottage  on  the  same  night,  they  had 
no  direct  evidence  to  trace  him. 

Probert,  according  to  Tliurtell's  request,  drove 
Hunt  down  in  his  gig,  and  having  a  better  horse,  on 
the  road  they  overtook  Thurtell  and  Weare  in  the 
gig«  and  passed  them  without  notice.  They  stopped 
afterwards  at  some  public-house  on  the  road  to  drink 
grog,  where  they  believe  Thurtell  must  have  passed 
Ihem  unperceived.  Probert  drove  Hunt  until  they 
reached  Phillimore-lodge,  where  he  (Hunt)  got  out, 
as  he  said  by  Thurtell's  desire,  to  wait  for  him.  Pro- 
bert from  thence  drove  alone  to  Gill's-hill  oottage,  in 
the  lane  near  whieh  he  met  Thurtell,  on  foot,  done. 
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ThurteU  faiquirecl  where  was  Hunt,  had  he  been  left 
behind?  he  then  added,  that  he  had  done  the  business 
without  his  assistance,  and  had  killed  his  man.  At 
his  desire,  Probert  returned  to  bring  Hunt  to  the 
spot,  when  he  (Probert)  went  to  Hunt  for  that  pur- 
pose. When  they  met,  he  told  Hunt  what  had  hap« 
pened.  ^'  Why  it  was  to  be  done  here,"  said  Hunt 
(pointing  to  nearer  Phillimore-lodge),  admitting  hia 
privity,  and  that  he  had  got  out  to  assist  in  the  com* 
mission  of  Aie  deed.  When  Thurtell  rebuked  Hunt 
for  his  absence,  **  Why,  (said  the  latter,)  you  had 
the  tools.^'  They  were  no  good,  replied  TTiurtell ; 
the  pistols  were  no  better  than  pop-guns.  '  I  iired  at 
bis  cheek,  and  it  glanced  off— itiiat  Weare  ran  out  of 
the  gig,  cried  for  mercy,  and  offered  to  return  the 
money  he  had  robbed  him  of — that  he  (Thurtell) 
pursued  him  up  the  lane  when  be  jumped  out  of  thd 

gig- 
Finding  tiie  pistol  unavailing,  be  attempted  to  reacR 

him  by  cutting  the  penknife  across  his  throat,  and  uU 

timately  finished  him  by  driving  the  barrel  of  the  pis* 

tol  into  his  head,  and  turning  it  in  his  brains,  after  h6 

had  penetrated  the  forehead.     Such  was  the  mannei^ 

in  which  Tliurtell  described  he  had  disposed  of  the 

deceased,  and  they  would  hear  from  Probert  what  he 

said  on  the  occasion.     A  gig  was,  about  that  time, 

heard  to  drive  very  quickly  past  Probert's  cottage. 

The  savants  expected  their  master,  and  thought  he 

had  arrived ;  but  he  did  not  make  his  appearance* 

Five  minutes  after  that  period,  certain  persons, 
who  would  be  called  in  evidence,  and  who  happened 
to  be  in  the  road,  distinctly  heard  the  report  of  a  gun 
or  pistol,  which  was  followed  by  voices,  as  if  in  con- 
tention. Violent  groans  were  next  heard,  which, 
however,  became  fainter  and  fainter,  and  then  died 
away  altogether.  The  spot  where  the  report  of  the 
pistol  and  the  sound  of  groans  were  heard,  was  GillV 
hilMane,  and  near  it  was  situated  the  cottage  of 
Probert. 

They  bad  now,  therefore,  to  keep  in  mind;  that 

T 
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Thtirtell  arrived  at  about  nine  o'dock  ia  the  eremng 
at  Probert's  cottage,  having  set  off  from  Conduit- 
street  at  five  o'clock ;  and  though  he  had  been  seen 
on  the  road  in  company  with  anoUier  person  in  the 
gig,  yet  it  appeaired  that  he  arrived  at  the  cottage 
alone,  having  in  his  possession  the  double-barrelled 
gun,  the  green  carpet-bag,  and  the  back-gammon* 
board,  which  Mr.  Weare  took  away  with  him.  He 
gave  his  horse  to  the  boy,  and  the  horse  appeared  to 
be  in  a  cool  state,  which  corroborated  the  fact  that 
he  had  stopped  a  good  while  on  his  way.  He  left 
Conduit-street,  it  should  be  observed,  at  five,  and  ar- 
rived at  the  cottage  at  nine — a  distance  which,  onder 
ordinary  circumstances,  would  not  have  occupied 
much  more  than  an  hour.  The  boy  inquired  after 
Probert  and  Hunt,  and  was  told  that  they  would 
soon  be  at  the  cottage. 

At  length,  a  second  gig  arrived,  and  those  two 
persons  were  in  it.  They  rode,  while  ITiurtcll,  who 
went  to  meet  them,  walked  with  them.  The  boy 
having  cleaned  his  master's  horse,  then  performed  the 
same  office  for  the  horse  of  Thurtell,  which  occupied 
a  good  deal  of  time.  Probert  went  into  the  house. 
Neither  Thurtell  nor  Hunt  was  expected  by  Mrs'. 
Probert.  With  Thurtell  she  was  acquainted,  but 
Hunt  was  a  stranger,  and  was  formally  introduced 
to  her.  They  then  supped  on  some  ^pork-diops, 
whidi  Hunt  had  brought  down  with  him  from  Lon- 
don. They  then  went  out,  as  Probert  said,  to  visit 
Mr.  Nicholls,  a  neighbour  of  bis ;  but  their  real  ob- 
ject was  to  go  down  to  the  place  where  the  body  of 
Weare  was  deposited.  Thurtell  took  them  to  the 
spot  down  the  lane,  and  the  body  was  dragged 
through  the  hedge  into  the  adjoining  field.  The 
body  was,  as  he  had  previously  described  it  to  be, 
enclosed  in  a  sack.  They  then  efTectually  rifled  the 
deceased  man,  Thurtell  having  informed  his  com- 
panions that  he  had,  in  the  first  instance,  taken  the 
fourth  part  of  his  property.  They  then  went  back  to 
the  cottage. 
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It  ought  to  be  stated,  that  Thurtell,  before  be 
went  out,  placed  a  large  sponge  in  the  gig ;  and  when 
'  be  returned  from  this  expedition,  he  went  to  the  stable 
and  sponged  himself  with  great  care.  He  endea- 
▼oured  to  remove  the  spots  of  blood,  many  of  which 
were  distinctly  seen  by  Probert's  boy ;  and  certainly 
such  marks  would  be  observable  on  the  person  of  any 
one  who  had  been  engaged  in  such  a  transaction.  In 
the  course  of  the  evening  Thurtell  produced  a  gold 
watch,  without  a  chain,  which  occasioned  several 
remarks.  He  also  displayed  a  gold  curb  chain,  which 
might  be  used  for  a  watch  when  doubled ;  or,  when 
singled,  might  be  worn  round  a  lady  s  neck.  On 
producing  tihe  chain,  it  was  remarked  that  it  was 
more  (it  for  a  lady  than  a  gentleman ;  on  which 
Thurtell  pressed  it  on  Mrs.  Probe rt,  «nd  made  her 
accept  of  it.  An  offer  was  afterwards  made  that  a 
bed  should  be  given  to  Thurtell  and  Hunt,  which  was 
to  be  accomplished  by  Miss  Noyes  giving  up  her  bed, 
and  sleeping  with  the  children.  This  was  refused, 
Thurtell  and  Hunt  observed  that  they  would  rather 
sit  up.  Miss  Noyes,  therefore,  retired  to  her  own 
bed.  Somethings  however,  occurred,  which  raised 
suspicion  in  the  mind  of  Mrs.  Probert ;  and,  indeed, 
it  was  scarcely  possible,  if  it  were  at  all  possible,  for 
persons  who  had  been  engaged  in  a  transaction  of 
thin  kind,  to  avoid  some  disorder  of  mind — some 
absence  of  tliought  that  was  calculated  to  excite 
suspicion. 

In  consequence  of  observing  those  feelings,  Mrs. 
Probert  did  not  go  to  bed,  or  undress  herself.  She 
went  to  the  window  and  looked  out,  and  saw  that 
Probert,  Hunt,  and  Thurtell,  were  in  the  garden.  It 
would  be  proved  that  they  went  down  to  the  body, 
and,  finding  it  too  heavy  to  be  removed,  one  of  the 
horses  was  taken  from  the  stable.  The  body  was 
then  thrown  across  the  horse ;  and  stones  having 
been  put  into  the  sack,  the  body,  with  the  sack  thus 
rendered  weighty  by  the  stones,  was  thrown  into 
the  pond.    Mrs*  Probert  distinctly  saw  something 

t2 
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heavy  dra^^n  across  the  garden  where  Tburtell  wns. 
The  parties  then  returned  to  the  house;  and  Mrs* 
Probert^  whose  fears  and  suspicions  were  now  most 
powerfully  excited,  went  down  stairs  and  listened 
behind  the  parlour-door.  The  parties  now  proceeded 
to  ^are  the  booty  ;  and  Thurtell  divided  with  theni 
to  the  amount  of  6/.  each.  The  purse,  the  pocket* 
book,  and  certain  papers  which  might  lead  to  detec- 
tion»  were  carefully  burned.  They  remained  up  late  ; 
and  Probert,  when  he  went  to  bed^  was  surprised  to 
find  that  his  wife  was  not  asleep.  Hunt  and  Tburtell 
still  continued  to  sit  up  in  the  parlour. 

The  next  morning,  as  early  as  six  o'clock^  Hunt 
%xA  Thurtdl  were  both  seen  out,  and  in  the  lane 
together.  Some  men  who  were  at  work  therei  ob« 
served  them,  as  they  called  it,  ^'  grabbing'*  for  some- 
thing in  the  hedge.  They  were  spoken  to  by  these 
men,  and  as  persons  thus  accosted  must  say  some- 
thing, Tburtell  observed,  ''  that  it  was  a  very  bad 
road,  and  that  he  had  nearly  been  capsized  there  hat 
night.'*  The  men  said,  ^'  I  hope  you  w^e  not  hurt. 
Tburtell  answered,  ^'  Oh  no,  the  gig  was  not  upsets 
and  they  then  went  away.  These  men,  thinking 
something  might  have  been  lost  on  the  spot,  searched 
after  Hunt  and  Thurtell  were  gone.  In  one  place, 
they  found  a  quantity  of  blood,  faither  on  they  dis- 
covered a  bloody  knife,  and  next  they  found  a  bloody 
pistol — one  of  the  identical  pair  which  he  would 
show  were  purchased  by  Hunt.  That  pistol  bore 
apon  it  the  marks  of  blood  and  of  human  brains. 

The  spot  was  afterwards  still  farther  examined, 
and  more  blood  was  discovered,  which  had  been  coH' 
cealed  by  branches  and  leaves,  so  that  no  doubt  could 
be  entertained  that  the  murder  had  been  comAiitted 
in  this  particular  place.  On  the  following  momii^, 
Saturday,  the  25Ui  of  October,  Thurtell  and  Hunt 
left  Probert's  cottage  in  the  gig  which  Hunt  had 
come  down  in,  carrying  away  with  them  the  gun,  tho 
carpet-bag,  and  the  backgammon-board,  bdonging  to 
Mr.  Weare.    These  articles  were  taken  to  Hunt's 
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^odgings,  where  they  were  afterwards  found.  When 
^ont  arrired  in  town  on  Saturday,  he  appeared  to.  be 
unusually  gay.  He  ^aid,  '*  We,  Turpin  lads,  ean  do 
the  trick.  I  am  able  to  drink  wine  now,  and  I  will 
drink  nothing  but  wine."  He  seemed  to  be  very 
much  eleyated  at  the  recollection  of  some  successful 
exploit  It  was  observed,  that  Thurtell*s  hands  were 
very  much  scratched,  and  some  remark  having  been 
made  on  the  subjecti  he  stated,  ''  that  ihey  had  been 
out  netting  partridges,  and  that  his  hands  got  scratched 
in  that  occupation,"  On  seme  other  points,  he  gave 
similar  evasive  answers. 

On  Sunday,  John  Thurtell,  Thomas  Thurtcll, 
Noyes,  and  Hunt,  spent  the  day  at  Probert's  eoU 
tage.  Hunt  went  down  dressed  in  a  manner  so  very 
shabby,  as  to  excite  observation.  But  in  the  course 
of  the  day  he  went  up  stairs,  and  attired  himself  in 
very  handsome  clothes.  There  was  very  little  doubt 
that  those  wer.e  the  clothes  of  the  deceased  Mr. 
Weare^  He  had  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Jury 
to  a  very  remarkable  circumstance. 

On  the  Saturday  Hunt  had  a  new  spade  sent  to  his 
lodgings,  which  he  took  down  to  the  cottage  oA 
Sunday.  When  he  got  near  Probert's  garden,  he 
told  that  individual,  ^'  that  he  had  brought  it  down  te 
dig  a  hole  to  bury  the  body  in/'  On  that  evening, 
Probert  did  really  visit  Mr.  Nicholls ;  and  the  latter 
said  to  him, ''  that  some  persons  had  heard  the  report 
of  a  gun  or  pistol  in  the  lane,  on  Friday  evening ;  but 
he  supposed  it  was  some  foolish  joke,*'  Probert,  on 
tus  return,  stated  this  to  Thurtdl  and  Hunt,  and  the 
information  appeared  to  alarm  the  former,  who  said, 
''  he  feared  he  Aould  be  hanged."  The  intelligence, 
however,  inspired  them  all  with  a  strong  desire  to 
conceal  the  body  eflfectually.  Probert  wished  it  to 
be  removed  from  his  pond ;  for,  had  it  been  found 
.there,  be  knew  it  would  be  important  evidence 
against  lumself.  He  declared  that  he  would  not 
euffer  it  to  remain  there ;  and  Thurtell  and  Hunt  pro^ 
nused  to  come  down  on  the  Monday^  and  remove  iU 
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On  Monday,  Tburtell  and  Hunt  went  out  in  the 
gig,  and  in  furtherance  of  that  scene  of  viilany  which 
tiiey  meditated,  they  took  with  them  Probert's  boy. 
They  carried  him  to  various  places,  and  finally  lodged 
the  boy  at  Mr.  TetsalPs,  in  Conduit-street.  On  the 
evening  of  that  same  Monday,  Hunt  and  Tburtell 
came  down  to  the  cottage.  Hunt  engaged  Mrs.  Pro* 
bert  in  conversatioix  while  Tburtell  and  Probert  took 
the  body  out  of  the  pond,  put  it  into  ThurtelPs  gig, 
and  then  gave  notice  to  Hunt  that  the  gig  was  ready. 
In  fiii$  manner  they  carried  away  the  body  that  night, 
but  where  they  took  it' to  Probert  did  not  know. 

It  will  be  proved  to  you  in  evidence  that  the  body 
was  taktn  to  a  brook,  a  short  distance  on  the  northern 
side  of  Elstree,  where  it  was  deposited  or  sunk,  ia 
the  same  manner  as  it  was  before  in  Probert's  pond. 
The  state  of  the  gig  in  which  the  body  was  so  taken 
told  the  story  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  em« 
ployed.  Its  bottom  was  found  in  the  morning  coverefl 
with  mud  and  blood.  These  are  details  on  which  I 
feel  it  wholly  unnecessary  to  enlarge;  they  will  be 
more  impressively  submitted  to  your  consideration  by 
the  respective  witnesses  who  will  be  successively 
called  to  the  respective  occurrences.  The  rumours 
that  were  afloat  in  the  vicinity,  in  consequence  of 
the  report  of  a  pistol  or  gun-shot  having  been  heard 
in  the  lane,  soon  reached  the  ears  of  the  magistrates ; 
and  in  consequence  of  certain  communications,  Tbur- 
tell, Hunt,  and  Probert,  were  apprehended. 

Another  expedient,  on  the  part  of  Hunt,  to  evade, 
if  possible,  all  evidence  of  his  identity,  was  to  be 
discovered  in  the  very  change  he  had  made  subse« 
quently  in  his  appearance.  Up  to  the  Monday  night, 
when  the  body  was  removed,  he  wore  very  large 
whiskers :  these  he  immediately  after  shaved  off.  It 
is  almost  needless  to  say  that  perh^  there  is  no  ex- 
pedient better  calculated  to  answer  its  object.  No- 
thing can  effect  so  great  a  change  in  the  human  ap- 
pearance as  the  removal  of  such  a  portion  of  hair 
from  the  face,  particularly  where  the  whiskers  were 
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yery  large.  As  I  before  stated,  rumours  were  cir- 
culated relative  to  a  supposed  murder ;  inquiries  were 
instituted,  but  as  the  body  had  not  at  that  time  been 
found,  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain  who  the  murdered 
person  was.  It  was,  however,  found  on  the  Thurs- 
day following  by  persons  to  whom  the  place,  where  it 
was  deposited,  was  shewn  by  a  person. 

I  will  not  give  in  evidence  any  part  of  any  supposed 
confession  of  tiie  prisoner  Hunt,  save  die  fact  which 
subsequent  inquiry  had  proved  to  be  true,  and  to  that 
extent  I  am  justified  by  the  law.  If,  for  instance,  a 
party  charged  witli  having  stolen  goods,  acknowledge 
that  at  a  certain  place  those  goods  are  to  be  found,  [ 
am  at  liberty  to  give  in  evidence  that  declaration, 
when  followed  by  tiic  fact  of  their  being  so  discovered. 
To  that  point  I  shall  confine  myself,  determined  not 
to  allude  to  any  other  part  of  a  confession  which 
might  have  been  made  under  inducements  either  of 
bope  or  of  fear.  Not  one  word  more  of  that  con- 
fession shall  I  advert  to ;  but  I  am  not  to  be  under- 
stood .  as  saying,  that  I  shall  not  give  in  proof  the 
declarations  of  the  prisoner  Hunt  to  his  associates  re- 
lative to  these  transactions. 

I  have  now.  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  detailed  to 
you  the  principal  facts  which  it  is  my  duty  to  establish 
by  competent  evidence.  Some  of  them,  they  must 
observe,  would  depend  on  the  evidence  of  an  accom- 
plice ;  for  Probert,  though  not  an  accomplice  before 
the  murdef,  was  confessedly  privy  to  a  certain  part 
of  the  transaction — ^to  the  concealment  of  the  body — 
to  the  concealment,  consequently;  of  the  murder. 
He  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  bad,  a  very  bad,  man. 
He  was  presented  to  the  Jury  in  that  character. 
What  good  man  could  ever  lend  himself,  in  the  re- 
motest degree,  to  so  revolting  a  transaction?  An 
accomplice  must  always  be,  in  a  greater  or  less 
extent,  a  base  man.  The  Jury  would  therefore 
receive  the  evidence  of  Probert  with  extreme  cau- 
tion ;  and  they  would  mark,  witii  peculiar  attention, 
bow  far  his  evidence  was  confirmed  by  testimony  that 
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could  not  be  impeached.  But  he  would  addnoe  Meh 
witnesses  in  confirmation  of  Probert's  statement — he 
would  so  confirm  him  in  every  point,  as  to  build  up 
his  testimony  with  a  degree  of  strei^th  and  consist 
tency  which  could  not  be  shaken,  much  less  over^ 
turned.  He  would  prove  by  other  witnesses  besides 
Probert,  that  Thurtell  set  out  with  a  companion  from 
London,  who  did  not  arrive  at  the  ostensible  end  of 
his  journey ;  he  would  prove  that  he  had  broug^it  the 
property  of  that  companion  to  Probert's  house,  the 
double-barrelled  gun,  the  baokgammon^board,  and 
the  green  carpet-bag;  he  would  prove,  that  some 
time  before  he  arrived  at  the  cottage,  the  report  of  a 
gun  or  pistol  was  heard  in  Gill's-hill-lane,  not  far  from 
the  cottage ;  he  would  prove  that  his  clothes  were  in 
a  bloody  state  ;  and  that,  when  he  was  apprehended^ 
even  on  the  Wednesday  after  the  murder,  he  had  not 
been  able  to  efface  all  the  marks  from  his  apparel* 

Besides  all  this,  they  would  find,  that  in  his  pockety 
when  apprehended,  there  was  a  penknife  which  was 
positively  sworn  to  as  having  belonged  to  Mr.  Weare, 
and  also  the  fellow-pistol  of  that  which  was  found  ad^ 
joining  the  place  where  the  murder  was  committed— » 
the  pair  having  been  purdiased  in  Mary-le-bone« 
street  by  Hunt.  These  circumstances  brought  the 
case  clearly  home  to  Thurtell.  Next  as  to  Hunt^ 
He  was  charged  as  an  accomplice  before  the  fact.  It 
was  evident  that  he  advised  this  proceeding.  Fo( 
what  purpose,  but  to  advise,  did  he  proceed  to  the 
cottage?  He  was  a  stranger  to  Mrs.  Probertand 
her  family;  he  ^tras  not  expected  at  the  cottage. 
There  was  not  for  him,  as  there  was  for  Thurtell,  an 
apology  for  his  visit.  He  hired  a  gig,  and  he  pro* 
duced  a  sack — the  Jury  knew  to  what  end  and  pur*> 
pose.  They  would  also  bear  in  mind,  that  the  gun, 
travelling-bag,  and  backgammon-board,  were  found 
in  his  lodging.  These  constituted  a  part  of  the  plun- 
der of  Mr.  Weare,  and  could  only  be  possessed  by  a 
person  participating  in  this  crime.  Besides,  there 
was  placed  about  the  neck  of  Probert's  wife,  a  obaiD^- 
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ivhich  had  belonged  to  Mr.  Weare,  and  round  the 
neck  of  the  murdered  man  there  was  found  a  shawl 
which  belonged  to  Thurtell,  but  which  had  been  seen 
In  the  hands  of  Hunt.  In  giving  this  summary  of 
.  the  case,  he  had  not  stated  every  circumstance  con- 
nected with  it.  His  great  anxiety  was,  not  to 
state  that  which  he  did  not  firmly  believe  would  be 
borne  out  by  evidence. 

One  circumstance  he  had  omitted,  which  he  felt  it 
necessary  to  lay  before  the  Jury.  It  was,  that  a 
watch  was  seen  in  the  possession  of  Thurtell,  which 
he  would  show  belonged  to  Mr.  Weare.  After 
Thurtell  was  apprehended,  and  Hunt  had  said  some- 
thing (Til  the  subject  of  this  transaction,  an  oiBcer  asked 
Thurtell  what  he  had  done  with  the  watch  ?  He  an- 
swered, that,  ''  when  he  was  taken  into  custody,  he 
put  his  hand  behind  him  and  chucked  it  away."  Thur- 
tell also  made  another  disclosure.  He  said,  when 
questioned,  **  that  other  persons,  near  the  spot,  were 
concerned  in  it,  whom  he  forebore  to  mention."  As 
to  Thurtell,  the  evidence  would,  he  believed,  clearly 
prove  him  to  have  been  the  perpetrator  of  the  murder; 
and  with  respect  to  Hunt,  it  was  equally  clear  that  he 
was  an  accessary  before  the  fact.  In  the  review  of 
this  mass  of  evidence,  if  any  doubts  should  arise  in 
your  minds,  you  will,  as  you  are  bound  in  conscience 
to  do,  give  the  prisoners  the  benefit  of  them ;  but  if 
the  case  shall  be  established  clearly  and  satisfactorily, 
you  will  find  that  verdict  which  the  well-being  of  so- 
ciety and  the  demands  of  justice  require. 

When  the  Learned  Counsel  concluded  his  able  and 
dispassionate  statement,  a  very  considerable  degree 
of  agitation  prevailed  in  the  Court.  The  avenues  to 
the  witnesses*  box  were  so  crowded,  that  it  was  with 
difficulty  the  witness  called  could  gain  access.  Thur- 
tell, who  had  been  most  attentive  during  the  speech, 
looked  steadfastly  at  the  door  through  \v  hich  the  wit- 
nesses were  to  enter.  He  bad  some  short  communi- 
cation with  Mr,  Andrews,  his  counsel ;  and  soon  af- 
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Itr,  Mr/ Jpstice  ParLi  having  withdrawn  forafev 
pmnents,  be  ate  a  thintdmdwich,,  which  the  governor 
of  the  pri|ta|  Mr.  Wilson  had  provided.  Both  pri- 
soners condtsRed  themselves  wi^  firmness,  nor  was 
tiiere  the  slig(htest  change  of  manner  in  the  deportment 
of  Thurtell,  even  in  those  parts  of  the  statement 
which  detailed  those  horrible  facts  in  which  he  was 
the  presumed  agent.  ^ 

EVIDENCE^. 

JOHN  BEESON  examined  by  Mr.  Boiland.    I 
went  in  search  of  a  body  with  Ruthven  and  Upson, 
two  Bow-street  officers ;  the  prisoner  Hunt  was  with 
us ;  we  went  to  Aldenham,  mid  found  the  body  in  a 
brook  called  Hill  Slough,  n,ear  Elstree ;  Hunt  pointed 
it  out ;  the  body  was  concealed  in  a  sack ;  the  head 
was  downwards .  in  the  sack ;  there  was  a  rope  fas- 
tened round  the  sack ;  the  length  of  the  rope  was 
two  or  three  yards ;  there  was  a  stone  tied  to  the 
end ;  I  was  not  present  when  the  sack  was  opened  ; 
at  was  carried  to  tiie  Artichoke  public-house,  at  El- 
stree ;  file  pond  was  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Elstree; 
it  was  to  the  right  hand  side  of  the  road  coming  from 
Elstree  towards  Radlett;  I  am  acquainted  with  the 
Toads  about  Gill's  Hill.    There  is  a  road  branching 
off  towards  Watford,  with  a  finger-post  direction 
pointing  that  way.     Pursuing  that  road,  you  pass  a 
4:ottage,  where  a  person,  named  Hunt,  lives ;  the  road 
idivides,  one  leading  to  Radlett,  and  the  other  to  Pro- 
Bert's  cottage  at  Gill's  HilL    A  man  ignorant  of  the 
Toad  might  mistake  his  way.    He  might,  however,  re- 
turn again  on  the  road  to  Probert*s  cottage,  though 
he  went  by  mistake  to  High  Cross.    It  would  be  a 
circuitous  passage.    Even  if  a  person  went  to  Rad- 
lett, he  might  turn  to  the  right  and  get  to  Probert^s 
cottage.    Theroads  are  very  bad  and v^  narrow. 
If  a  person  met  any  thing  in  his  way,  while  drivings 
he  must  back  out    A  man,  not  knowing  the  road, 
might  mistake,  these  roads  are  hilly,  and  a  person^  or* 
dinarily  speaking,  must  drive  slow. 
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CfOfls-exaiBioed  by  Mr.  I'lieflsiger  for  HttiA  ^it 
wffii  on  Tbnf sdfty,  the  90th  of  October,  four  pidr^Mto 
went  to  find  the  body ;  the  pkoe  where  it  was  foond 
was  two  miles  from  Gill's  HiM.  They  searched  in  s 
body,  he  meant  all  together.  They  searched  nearly* 
for  five  min»tes.  It  wa^  about  two  minutes  after  the 
pface  had  been  pointed  out.  The  body  was  found 
nearly  in  tbe  centre  of  the  pond.  It  was  poseibla 
for  any  person  to  place  the  body  in  the  pond  witbMfe 
walking  in.  Two  men  might  have  swung  the  body 
in.  One  man  could  not  hare  done  it.  The  wea-^ 
ther  was  wet,  and  the  pond  was,  consequently,  follj. 
I  saw  Mr.  Hunt  point  out  that  pond  as  tbe  placa. 
where  the  body  was.  The  pond  altogether  was  M 
large  as  the  table  of  the  Court.  There  was  a  short 
piece  of  the  rope  round  the  sack  loose.  Tbe  ropei 
was  twisted  round  the  sack  in  a  careless  manner* 
The  handkerchief  was  outside  of  the  sack,  and  ^b» 
stones  were  concealed  in  it, 

ROBERT  FIELD  examined  by  Mr.  Broderiek^ 
I  keep  the  Artichoke  public-house  at  Elstree ;  I  re** 
member  a  dead  body  being  brought  to  my  house  oif 
a  Thursday.  I  saw  the  body  drawn  out  of  the  pond  ; 
it  was  covered  with  a  sack,  and  that  was  fastened 
by  cords.  The  rope  was  bound  round  the  neck,  Hm 
middle  and  the  feet,  with  a  handkerchidT  tied  to  tii0 
end  full  of  stones ;  there  were  two  or  three  yards  o£ 
the  rope  superabundant.  That  body  was  afterwards^ 
shewn  to  Mr.  Rexworthy,  and  he  said  it  was  tbe  hoAf 
<rf  William  Weare. 

JOHK  UPSON  examined  by  Mr.  Gumey.  I  ant 
an  ofiicer  of  Bow-street;  I  was  present  at  the  es:« 
amination  of  tbe  prisoners  at  Watford ;  it  was  on  m 
Wednesday  or  Thursday  ;  I  had  a  conversation  With 
Thurtell  after  Aie  body  was  found ;  I  went  in  seareh 
of  the  body.  I  went  to  the  place  where  it  wair 
found  by  tbe  dfrection  of  Hunt.  We  went  first  to 
one  spot,  and  Hunt  said,  *'  that  is  not  tbe  plaee.*' 
We  then  went  to  another.  We  had  a  pete,  and  triedl 
withodt  success.    A  man  passed  wjdi  a  ladder,  mi 
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Beeson  went  on  the  ladder  to  drag.    Himt  pointed 
with  bis  finger,  and  said  the  body  was  farther  out.  • 
The  body  was  found,  and  taken  on  the  ladder  to  the 
Artichoke.    I  was  not  present  when  the  body  was 
eixammcd 

WILLIAM  REXWORTHY  examined  by  Mn 
Broderick.  I  keep  a  billiard-table  at  SpriDg*gardens» 
London,  and  was  intimately  acquainted  with  the  late 
Mr.  Weare.  I  knew  his  body  when  I,  saw  it,  as  it 
lay  dead  at  the  Artichoke,  at  Elstree.  I  have  00 
doubt  that  the  body  which  I  saw  there  was  Mr. 
Weare's ;  but  am  quite  positive  of  the  fact. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Andrews.  The  body  wa» 
in  a  putrid  state  when  I  saw  it  at  the  Artichoke. 
The  face  was  then  visible,  and  I  observed  that  there 
was  the  mark  of  a  pistol  on  tlie  left  side  of  the  headx 
I  mean  the  mark  of  the  muzzle  of  a  pistol.  I  saw  no 
blood  about  the  body.  It  was  in  a  state  for  me  to 
speak  to  it  with  certainty,  as  the  body  of  Mr.  Weare* 
I  knew  him  as  perfectly  as  if  he  had  been  living.  I 
don't  know  on  what  day  of  the  month  it  was  that  I 
saw  the  body,  but  it  was  on  a  Friday.  I  knew  him 
for  sixteen  years  previously ;  and  at  the  time  I  now- 
speak  of,  I  don'jt  tixiok  I  ever  expressed  any  doubt 
about  the  body  being  that  of  Mr.  Weare.  Most  cer- 
tainly I  was  4s  clear  of  the  fact  at  the  time  of  my  first 
examination  as  I  am  now. 

.  RICHARD  WEARE,  a  thin,  short,  pale-looking 
man,  having  the  appearance  of  a  mechanic,  was  ex* 
amined  by  Mr.  Holland.  I  had  a  brother,  named 
William ;  he  bad  no  other  Christian  name.  I  saw  a 
corpse  at  the  Artichoke,  at  Ebtree,  before  the  Cor^h- 
ner ;  it  was  on  the  day  Mr,  Rexworthy  saw  it ;  it 
was  the  body  of  my  brother  William.  This  witness 
gave  his  evidence  in  an  extremely  agitated  tone,  ana 
was  not  cross-examined. 

THOMAS  ABEL  WARD,  examined  by  Mr. 
Broderick.  I  am  a  stranger  at  Watford;  I  examined 
a  dead  body  lying  at  the  Artichoke,  at  Elstree.  On 
the  day  of  the  inquest  I  examined  the  bead  of  the 
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body ;  there  ware  many  marks  of  violence  aboat 
tbe  left  temple,  which  had  been  occasioned  by  ftome 
round  blunt  instrument ;  they  might  have  been  oc« 
easioned  by  the  muzzle  of  a  pistol  driven  with  force 
against  it.  A  pistol  was  produced  before  the  Coro- 
ner, and  tbe  marks  in  tbe  scalp  corresponded  with 
the  muzzle  ;  the  wounds  had  penetrated  tbe  scalp  of 
the  skull.  Near  these  wounds  was  a  fracture  of  the 
skull,  with  several  portions  of  the  bone  broken  off 
and  driven  into  the  substance,  of  the  brain ;  the  pistol 
produced  would  have  caused  such  injury,  if  not  fired, 
but  driven  into  the  skull  by  force.  It  did  appear 
to  me  that  the  injury  bad  been  caused  by  the  pistol 
then  produced ;  the  injury  to  the  brain  would  have 
produced  deadi;  the  substance  of  tbe  brain  was 
penetrated  by  the  bone ;  tliere  was  a  mark  on  the 
right  check;  which  appeared  to  be  a  gun-shot  wound. 
By  gun-shot  wound  is  meant  any  wound  produced 
by  a  shot  fired,  whether  from  gun  or  pistol,  &c.  I 
could  not  trace  this  wound  deep.  It  only  penetrated 
through  the  integuments  to  the  bone  of  the  cheek ; 
it  could  not  have  occasioned  instant  death,  nor  in- 
deed death  at  all.  There  was  an  incised  wound  on 
each  side  of  the  neck.  There  were  two  on  the  left 
side,  and  one  on  the  right  side.  Of  those  on  the 
left  side,  one  was  immediately  under  the  ear,  the 
other  further  back.  The  incised  wound  had  been 
made  by  some  sharp  instrument.  A  knife  would 
have  produced  them,  certainly.  On  the  left  side, 
the  jugular  vein  was  divided  by  one  of  the  incised 
wounds. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Piatt.  On  the  left  side 
of  the  head,  you  saw  a  wound  and  fracture,  which 
must  have  been  effected  by  a  blunt  instrument  T^^Tes. 

The  instrument  by  which  this  was  produced,  must 
have  driven  itself  through  the  skull  ? — ^Yes. 

If  the  instrument  had  not  been  driven  by  force 
into  the  skull,  the  mark  of  the  instrument  must  have 
been  more  apparent  on  the  surface  ? — Tes. 

What  was  the  position  of  the  wound  ?— The  frac- 
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tdre  was  abore  tb^  temple,  just  abdve^  the  sn^fvlor 
angle  of  the  bone  of  the  skull.  The  marLi  mhexB 
Ihete  were  not  fractures  were  above  that.  Ttere 
were  sereral  of  them. 

Now  is  it  possible  that  an  fnstrumetit  with  a  htget 
end  than  that '  pistol  that  was  produced,  could  have 
been  introduced  into  the  fracture  ? — ^Ycs. 

And  produced  the  same  result? — {The  same  result, 
as  far  as  the  fracture  goes,  could  have  been  produced 
by  a  larger  instrument ;  the  marks  which  I  hare 
said  were  above  the  fracture  could  not  hare  been 
produced,  except  by  such  an  instrument  as  tfie  pis- 
tol ;  they  corresponded  to  the  end  of  the  mussrie. 

Was  the  skin  forced  into  the  wound? — ^The  skin 
was  not  forced  into  the  wound,  though  it  was  de^ 
pressed  by  the  blow  that  occasioned  the  fracture  ; 
that  is  to  say,  it  was  wounded,  but  not  detached. 

What  was  the  size  of  the' wound  ? — ^The  orifice  of 
the  fracture  was  an  inch  and  an  eighth  or  a  quarter 
in  length,  and  7-8ths  of  an  inch  in  width.  I  can 
shew  how  it  was  by  drawing  it. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.   Then  do.  Sir. 

Mr.  Ward  then  drew  on  a  sheet  of  paper  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  wound,  and  produced  from  a  small 
box  the  pieces  of  the  skull  which  bad  been  forced  into 
the  wound,  and  which  he  had  extracted  and  pre- 
served. The  drawing  and  the  pieces  of  bone  were 
hadded  to  the  Bench,  and  tfien  to  the  Jury.  The 
bones  were  returned  to  Mr.  Ward,  but  he  left  the 
drawing. 

Does  this  (the  drawing)  describe  the  external  ap- 
pearance of  the  wound? 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  Mr.  Ward  has  made  it  plain; 
this  is  the  fracture  of  the  skull.  You  mean  the  frac- 
ture, Mr.  Ward,  and  not  the  wound,  do  you  not  ? — 
Yes,  my  Lord. 

Mr.  Piatt  continued  his  cross-examination. 

Then  the  fleshy  orifice  was  not  cut  out?— T%e  ex- 
ternal skin  was  broken,  but  not  detached ;  it  was  a 
contused  wound. 


ll^at  nviLS^  «ize  of  the  orifice  of  this  contused 
t(^^Smd? — I^  reaJIy  do  not  understand  you.  There 
was  no  interval ;  I  could  have  brought  up  the  into- 
gament9#  ^aod.  closed  them  entirely,  for  no  part  had 
Deen  detached. 

But  before  it  was  so  stretched? — There  was  no 
tstretching ;  the  integuments  which  covered  the  skulU 
a  solid  substance,  had  been  bruised,  when  forced 
upon  that  solid  substance  which  had  been  broken  be- 
neath it  by  the  violence  of  the  blow*  The  integu- 
ments of  the  skull  were  not  torn  away,  but  were  rent 
in  halves,  as  it  were. 

Would  that  drawing  you  have  made  denote  the 
fiitt  of  the  aperture  if  it  had  been  drawn  out  ? — It 
would  have  been  of  considerable  size.  I  could  have 
put  my  finger  into  it. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  Mr.  Piatt,  I  think  the  case  is 
very  clear.  The  skull  was  fractured;  the  bone  pro- 
duced to  us  was  driven  into  the  brain,  and  the  skin  or 
scalp  was  rent :  I  think,  Mr.  Ward,  you  have  givm 
your  evidence  very  clearly. 

Mr.  Piatt.  Was  the  rent  of  the  integuments  made 
in  that  kind  of  way,  that  a  larger  instrument  could 
have  been  forced  through  ?— Certainly. 

The  jugular  vein  was  divided,  which,  if  not  stop- 
ped, would  produce  death,  was  it  not?'*-"Yes« 

Was  any  artery  divided  ? — No. 

You  could  have  judged  that  great  hemorrhage  had 
taken  place  ? — ^No. 

Was  there  an  appearance  as  if  the  wound  that 
divided  the  jugular  vein  had  been  inflicted  on  the  liv- 
ing  person? — ^There  was  every  appearance  as  if  it 
l\m,  and  nothing  to  show  that  it  had  not  been  inflicted 
OP^  the  living  person. 

Could  you  say,  on  your  oath,  that  that  wound 
coidd  have  been  inflicted  after  death?— 'I  think  it 
possible. 

Have  you  not  the  means  of  judging  whether  a 
wound  that  appears  on  a  dead  body  has  been  inflicted 
during  Ufe  or  after  death  J — ^Not  after  a  body  ha^ 
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been  soaked  in  water  three  or  four  days ;  the  indicia 
are  not  such  that  I  would  trust  them  in  such  a 
ease. 

Then  the  body  must  have  been  altered  by  lying  in 
the  water  ? — ^Yes. 

Are  not  the  features  more  altered  in  persons  dying 
of  hemorrhage,  so  as  to  make  it  more  difficult  to  Ve- 
cognize  them  ? — Yes,  when  the  hemorrhage  is  pro- 
tracted. 

Is  the  hemorrfiagc  from  the  jugular  vein  protracted? 
— The  bleeding,  in  the  case  of  a  wound  of  the  jugular 
vein,  is  uncertain;  sometimes  it  is  protracted,  some- 
times not. 

In  this  case  the  jugular  vein  was  divided? — ^Not 
entirely  divided;  but  the  wound  was  very  consider « 
able. 

Suppose  an  individual  had  been  bled  to  death, 
and  laid  for  a  week  in  a  pond,  would  it  not  in  such  a 
case  have  been  more  diificult  for  persons  to  ascertain 
who  that  individual  was  ? — It  would ;  but  I  conceive, 
from  the  appearance  of  the  body  I  saw  at  Elstree  ; 
that  if  I  had  known  the  person  in  his  life-time,  I 
should  have  recognized  him  then. 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Broderick.  What,  in  your 
opinion,  was  the  cause  of  death  ? — The  injury  to  the 
brain  by  the  pistol. 

The  Court. — Your  evidence.  Sir,  has  been  most 
clear  and  satisfactory,  to  my  mind  at  least. 

GEORGE  RUTHVEN,  the  officer,  called.  He 
brought  jnto  the  court  with  him  a  large  bag  of  car- 
peting full  of  various  articles,  a  hat  in  a  handkerchief, 
and  a  dressing-case.  Sworn,  and  examined  by  Mr. 
Bolland. — I  am  an  officer  of  Bow-street;  I  appre* 
hended  the  prisoner,  John  Thurtell,  the  Wednesday 
after  the  Friday  of  the  supposed  murder  (the  29th 
Oct.),  at  Tetsairs,  the  sign  of  the  Coach  and  Horses, 
in  Conduit-street,  Bond-street,  London.  I  found  in 
his  coat-pocket  a  pistol  not  loaded.  I  found  a  pistol- 
key  and  a  knife  in  his  waistcoat-pocket,  and  a  key 
which  belonged  to  an  air-gun.     I  foimd  a  muslin 
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handkerchief  in  a  drawer  close  to  the  bed-side  ;  it 
appealed  to  be  marked  with  blood ;  the  markjg  were 
Just  the  saiqethen  as  they  are  dow^     In  a  drawer  I 
found  a  shirt,  stained  with  blood  in  each  comer  of 
the  eollar  where  they  project  above  the  neckcloth,    I 
found  a  black  kerseymere  waistcoat,  with  marks  of 
blqod  on  each  pocket.     I  found  this  on  bis  bed.     I 
found  also  a  black  coat,  with  marks  of  blood  on  both 
cuffs,  and  a  mark  on  the  left  shoulder ;  I  found  this 
coat  on  his  bed ;  I  found  a  hat  ^produced  j ;  there  is 
a  mark  of  blood  now ;  there  was  one  small  mark  on 
another  part.     I  arrested  Hunt  at  his  lodgings,  19, 
King-street,  Golden-square,  the  same  day  (Oct.  29). 
I  took  no  articles  out  of  bis  lodgings  on  the  Wed- 
nesday.    On  the  Thursday  night  I  went  again  to  big 
lodgings,  and  found  a  dressing-box  and  a  double- 
barrelled  gun,  with  the  name  of  the  maker,  Mantoo, 
[the  gun  was  produced].     Under  the  bed  I  found 
&is  sponge  [a  large  sponge  was  produced].     I  found 
a  carpet-bag  [produced] ;  it  was  empty.     I  found  a 
shooting-jacket,  a  pair  of  drab  breeches,  a  pair  of 
gaiters  or  leggings,  one  pair  of  haJf  and  one  pair  of 
Hessian  boots,  a  cord,  two  waistcoats,  two  coloured 
handkerchiefs,  three  shirts,  (two  of  the  Airts  were 
marked — one  of  them  W.  W.,  No.  1.,  the  other  W.), 
one  neckcloth,  one  collar,  nightcap,   clothes-bag, 
powder-flask,  clothes-brush,  turnscrew,  bullet-mould, 
and  a  comb.    I  have  had  all  these  tilings  in  my  pos- 
session ever  since. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Chitty.  When  I  appre- 
limded  Thurtell,  the  door  of  his  room  was  not  fas- 
tened. The  blood  on  the  shirt-collar  ini^t  have  pro- 
ceeded from  a  cut  in  shaving.  The  drawers  in  his 
room  were  unlocked,  but  the  articles  wbicfi  I  fooiid 
were  tied  up.  it  was  a  public-house  in  which  Thurtell 
lodged.  I  went  ttiere  about  half-past  seven  in  the 
morning.  Tluirtell  was  hi  bed  when  I  first  entered. 
There  was  another  person  in  bed  in  the  room,  but 
.Aot  in  the  same  bed  with  Thartell.  Thurtell  made 
no  resistance. 
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Gross-examined  by  Mrl  Thesaiger.  I  did  not  search 
Hants  apartment  on  the  day  when  I  apprehciiided 
him.  When  I  went  on  the  following  day  his  wife 
was  not  at  iiome,  and  I  broke  the  door  of  his  room 
open.  All  the  articles  which  the  witness  stated  fhat 
he  had  found  in  the  lodgings  of  Hunt  and  Thurtell 
were  produced  by  him,  and  left  in  court 

HENRY  SIMMONS  examined  by  Mr.  Broderick. 
I  am  the  constable  of  Watford.  [He  produced  a 
pocket  pistol.]  It  was  given  me  by  Mr.  Nicholls  of 
Battler's  Green.  It  was  stained  as  it  is  now,  with 
the  pan  down.  Besides  the  blood,  there  was  hair 
upon  it :  there  is  now.  There  was  a  piece  of  tow 
in  the  muzzle  as  there  is  now.  I  have  a  small  knife. 
£He  produced  it.]  He  had  it  from  Mr.  Nicholls.  I 
have  a  red  shawl  handkerchief.  [He  produced  it.^ 
I  received  it  from  Dr.  Pidcock,  the  younger,  on  the 
31st  of  October.  I  have  a  gold  curb  watch-chain. 
[He  produced  it  in  a  box.]  I  received  it  from  Mrs. 
Probert,  on  the  15th  November,  in  the  evening.  I 
received  a  sack  from  Robert  Field,  landlord  of  the 
Artichoke.  [Produced  it].  On  the  24th  November 
I  received  another  from  William  Bulmer ;  a  piece  of 
a  shirt  I  have,  I  received  from  Mr.  Thomas  Bates ;  I 
received  these  various  articles  in  the  presence  of  the 
Magistrates,  and  have  kept  them  ever  since. 

The  various  articles  mentioned  by  this  witness  were 
handed  by  him  to  the  officer.  The  greatest  anxiety 
was  shewn  by  the  learned  Judge,  that  the  hair  and 
blood  on  the  fatal  pistol  should  not  be  disturbed 
before  they  were  shown  to  the  Jury.  I  recaved 
also,  on  the  30th  of  November,  a  part  of  a  coat  and 
a  handkerchief  from  George  Jones.] 

PROBERT 

was  the  next  witness  called* — ^The  mention  of  his 
name  created  a  great  sensation.  He  was  brought 
through  the  dock,  and  passed  the  prisoners.  Thurtell 
scarcely  looked  at  him ;  but  to  Hunt  he  was  an  object 
of  greater  attention.     He  eyed  him  with  earnestness. 


and  doring  the  first  part  of  bis  examination  stood  jpp 
i^ilte  dock.  *   t.: 

.  William  Probcrt.  examined  by  Mr.  Guraey.  I 
have  occupied  a  cottage  in  Gills-hill-Iane,  .near  fte 
village  of  Elstree.  I  occupied  it  for  about  six 
months  before  October  last.  My  family  usually  con- 
sisted of  Mrs.  Probert,  her  two  sisters,  the  Miwies 
Noyes,  my  .children,  myself,  a  female  servant,  and  a 
boy.  In  the  month  of  October,  only  one  of  the 
Misses  Noyes  was  at  the  ,cottage ;  but  there  were 
some  children  oi  Thomas  Thurtell.  None  of  my 
own  chiJdrea^wer^ 'there  at  that  time.  I  have  been- 
acquainted  with  John  Thurtell  for  some  time  past. 
He  has  often  been  with  me  to  my  cottage,  and  has 
been  sporting  about  the  place.  He  knew  the  road  to 
the  cottage  very  well,  and  all  the  roads  about  the  ^ 
neighbourhood.  Giirs-hilMane  turns  out  of  the  high 
road  to  St.  Alban's,  at  Radlett,  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile.  The  nearest  road  to  the  cottage  from  London 
would  be  along  the  high  road  as  far  as  Radlett,  and 
then  to  turn  down  Gili*s-hill-lane.  My  cottage  is 
li  miles  and  a  quarter  from  Tyburn-turnpike.  la 
the  latter  end  of  October^  and  in  the  week  when  this 
business  took  place,  John  Thurtell  lodged  at  Mr. 
Tetsairs  in  Conduit-street.  His  brother  Thomas 
lodged  there  also.  I  did  not  introduce  them  to  Tetsall* 
I  met  them  there.  On  Friday,  the  24th  of  October, 
I  dined  at  Tetsall's  witli  Thomas. and  John  Thurtell^ 
and  Thomas  Noyes.  Four  days  previous  to  the  24th» 
I  borrowed  1(M.  of  John  Thurtell.  At  the  time  I 
borrowed  the  money,  he  said,  *'  You  must  let  me 
have  it  back  on  the  Thursday  or  Friday.''  On  Thurs- 
day, when  I  saw  him  at  Tetsall's,  he  asked  me  whether 
I  had  the  10/.  for  him.  I  said  that  I  had  not  been 
able  to  collect  it.  He  said,  '*  I  told  you  that  1  should 
want  the  money  to-day  or  to-morrow,  and  it  will  be 
'three  hundred  pounds  out  of  my  pocket;  but  if 
you  let  me  have  it  to-morrow,  it  will  answer 
the  same  purpose."  On  the  next  day,  Friday,  I  paid 
him  five  pounds  which  I  had  borrowed  of  Tetsallp 
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Thte  was  after  dinn^.  He  fiieti  said,  <'  I  ftink  I 
shall  go  down  to  your  cottage  to-nigbt;  are  ydn 
going  down  ?  I  said,  *'  Yes."  He  said,  "  Then  yoii 
can  drive  Hunt  down.'*  I  answered,  •*  Yes."  He  said, 
**  I  expect  a  friend  to  meet  me  a  little  before  five  ; 
if  he  should  come,  I  will  take  him  down  to  the  cot^ 
tage  with  me  ;  and  if  I  have  an  opportunity,  I  may 
do  him,' for  he  is  a  man  that  has  robbed  me  of 
several  hundreds."  •  He  also  said,  **  I  have  told  Hunt 
where  to  stop.  I  shall  want  him  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  beyond  Elstree,  to  wait  for  me/*  He  added, 
**  For  fear  you  should  not  go  down  to  the  eotfa^, 
give  Hunt  a  pound."  I  did,  in  consequence,  give 
Hunt  twenty  shillings.  Thurtell  said  to  Hunt,  who 
bad  just  come  into  the  room,  **  Joe,  there  is  a  pound; 
if  Probert  don't  come  down,  hire  a  horse ;  you  know 
where  to  stop  for  me."  I  do  not  know  that  Hunt 
made  any  answer.  Thurtell  left  the  Goach  and 
Horses  almost  immediately  after  this  conversation, 
in  a  horse  and  gig.  It  was  a  gray  horse  witti  a 
white  face.  I  believe  Hunt  brought  the  gig  to  the 
house;  I  tliink  that  Thurtell  Idft  the  Coadi  and 
Horses  a  little  after  five  o'clock.  I  afterwards  set 
ofi^  in  my  own  gig,  and  took  Hunt  with  me.  When 
we  got  to  the  middle  of  Oxford-street,  Htmt  got  out 
of  the  gig  at  my  request  to  purchase  a  lorn  of  pork 
for  supper.  When  we  came  to  the  end  of  Oxford- 
street,  Hunt  said,  **  This  is  the  place  where  Jack  is 
*o  take  up  somebody.'^  We  overtook  Thurtell  about 
four  miles  out  of  town.  Hunt  suddenly  said,  **  Here 
lliey  are ;  drive  by  and  take  no  notice.*'  He  also 
said,  "It  is  all  right ;  Jack  has  got  him."  There 
were  two  persons  in  the  gig,  Thmtell  and  another. 
I  passed  the  gig,  and  did  not  speak  to  Thurtell  or 
his  companion.  I  stopped  at  a  public^house  called 
the  ''Bald-faced  Stag,"  about  two  miles  on  flie 
London  side  of  Edgeware,  at  about  a  quarter  to 
seven.  Whfen  Hunt  said  on  passing  the  gig  that  all 
was  right,  I  asked  what  was  the  name  of  the  person 
wilh  Thurtell.    Hunt  said,  « You  never  saw  him. 


and  Ao^  Bot  knovr  \m  name.*'  I  got  eot  tk  'fhe 
*^  Bald-faeed  Sti^,*'  «iid  had  isome  spirits.  1  ha^^ 
been  a  dealer  in  spirits.  Hunt  did  not  go  in^  hnt 
walked  t>n.  He  said  4ihat  be  would  not  go  in,  ht^ 
cause  he  had  not  returned  the  horse-eloth  whieh 
be  had  borrowed  of  the  landlord.  I  drove  en  and 
overtook  Hunt  near  Edgeware.  I  took  ihm  inta 
Ifie  gig,  a&d  we  stopped  at  a  IVlr.  Clark's,  the  Red 
Lion  Inn,  at  Sdgeware.  We  went  into  the  bar, 
and  took'  a  glass  of  brandy  and  water.  We 
stopped  about  ten  mmutes  at  Mr.  CIark*s.  W© 
stopped  again  in  Edgeware,  and  I  bought  half  a 
bushel  of  com  in  a  sack.  It  was  then  dl>out  half- 
past  seven.  Hunt  smd  that  he  wondered  where 
Thurtell  was;  he  thought  that  he  could  not  have 
passed  us.  We  thien  drove  on  to  the  Artichoke  afr 
Ehrtree,  and  I  think  we  got  there  at  about  ten 
minutes  before  eight  o'clock.  We  sat  in  the  gig, 
and  had  about  four  or  five  glasses  of  brandy  and 
water.  We  were  waiting  for  the  express  purpose 
of  seeing  John  Thurtell.  We  stopped  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  at  the  Artichoke.  At  last  we 
heard  the  sound  of  ahorse  and  chaise,  and  started. 
We  went  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  till  we  came  to 
Mr,  Hiillimore's  lodge.  Hunt  then  got  out  of  the  gig, 
and  said,  ^  I  shall  wait  here  for  John  Tliurtell."  I 
drove  on  Ihrough  Radlett  towards  my  own  cottage. 
When  I  came  within  about  one*  hundred  y^rrfs  of  my 
cottage,  John  Tliurtell  met  me ;  he  was  on  foot  and 
alone.  He  said,  ** Holla!  where's  Hunt?*'  I  told 
him  that  I  had  left  Hunt  waiting  for  him  near  Mr. 
Phfllimore's  lodge.  Thurtell  said,  "I  don't  want 
him  now,  for  I  have  done  the  trick."  He  afterwards 
said  he  had  killed  his  friend  that  he  had  brought  down 
with  him,  and  rid  the  country  of  a  villain  who  had 
ribbed  him  of  8001.  or  4001.  I  said,  "Good <3od ! 
I  liope  you  have  not  killed  the  man  !*'  He  ^aid,  ***  It 
is  of  no  consequence  to  you,  you  do  not  kfiow  him, 
md  never  saw  him.  Do  you  turn  back  and  fetch 
Hunt,  for  you  know  best  where  you  left  ttm.*'    I  re-* 


lumed,  and  foimd  Hust  near  the  spot  where  I  had 
left  him.  I  took  him  into  the  gig,  and  said»  ''  Joha 
Thurtell  is  at  my  house,  and  he  says  that  he  has 
killed  his  friend/'  Hunt  said,  <«  Thank  6od,  I  am 
out  of  it.  I  am  glad  he  has  done  it  .without  me.  I . 
can't  think  where  the  devil  be  could  pass  us.  I 
never  saw  him  on  the  road  any  where.  But  I  am 
glad  I  am  out  of  it."  He  also  said,  '*  This  is  the 
place  where  we  were  to  have  done  it.''  That  wa» 
the  place  where  he  had  got  out  of  the  chaise.  I 
asked  him  who  the  person  was.  He  said,  ''  You 
do  not  know  him,  and  I  will  not  tell  you  his  name.'* 
He  added,  **That  it  was  a  man  who  had  robbed 
Jack  of  several  hundred  pounds,  and  he  meant  to 
have  it  back  again."  When  I  came  to  my  cottage, 
John  Thurtell  was  standing  at  the  gate;  we  drove 
in,  and  Hunt  said,  '^  Thurtell,  where  could  you  pass 
me?"  Thurtell  said,  ''It  does  not  matter  where  I 
passed  you,  I  have  done  tlie  trick,  I  have  done  it." 
Thurtell  said,  **  Why  the  devil  did  you  let  Probert 
stop  drinking  at  his  d — d  public  houses,  when  you 
knew  what  was  to  be  done  ?"  Hunt  replied,  "  1 
made  sure  that  you  were  behind ;  else  we  should  not 
have  stopped.  I  took  the  loin  of  pork  into  the 
kitchen,  and  gave  it  to  the  servant  to  cook.-  I  then 
went  into  the  parlour,  and  introduced  Hunt  to  Mrs. 
Probert.  Hunt  never  had  been  at  the  cottage  be* 
fore.  We  went  out  together.  First  we  went  to  the 
stable.  John  Thurtell  said,  **  Now  I'll  take  you 
down  to  where  he  lies."  I  returned  to  the  houses 
and  told  Mrs.  Probert  to  make  ready  supper.  I 
told  her  we  were  going  to  Nicholls's.  I  left  Hunt 
and  Thurtell  in  the  yard.  Thurtell  took  a  sack  and 
cord  from  his  gig.  We  went  down  the  lane;  I 
carried  a  lantern.  John  Thurtell  said,  ''  I  began  to 
think  Hunt  would  not  qome."  I  said,  **  We  should 
have  been  in  time,  but  we  made  sure  yo^  were  be* 
hind."  J  walked  foremost  Thurtell  said,  when  we 
were  a  little  further  on,  ^*  It  is  just  by  tiie  second 
turning."    He  then  said,  «' This  is  the  place."    Ho 
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begaA  to  kick  the  lenves  aboat  to  look  for  the  pirtol 
and  knife.  Neither  of  us  could  find  either  6(  tfiem. 
We  tiien  got  over  the  hed^e,  and  found  the  body 
lying.  The  head  was  wrapjped  up  in  some  sort- of  a 
«hawl  (something  like  that  produced.)  Thurtell  be- 
gan to  search  the  pockets,  and  took  but  a  pocket* 
book,  in  which  were  three  51.  notes,  a  memorandum 
book,  and  some  silver.  No  watch  or  purse.  TTittr- 
tell  said,  "  This  is  all  he  has  got.  I  took  the  watch 
and  purse  when  I  killed  him."  We  put  the  body 
in  the  sack  head  foremost.  I  can't  say  how  low  in 
the  sack  it  came  down  ;  he  tied  it  ^ith  a  cord.  It 
was  the  sack  Thurtell  took  out  of  his  gig.  I  can't 
say  if  the  cord  was  in  the  sack  or  separate  when  he 
took  it  out  of  bis  gig.  We  left  the  body  in  the 
•field.  We  went  towards  home.  Thurtell  said, 
*•  When  I  first  shot  him,  -he  jumped  out  of  the  gig, 
ran  like  the  devil  up  the  lane,  singing  out  that  he 
would  deliver  all  he  had  won  of  me  if  I  would  only 
'  spare  his  life."  I  know  Thurtell  has  been  in  the 
navy ;  the  term  singing  out  may  be  lused  in  the  navy. 
*'  I  jumped  out  of  tiie  gig,  and  ran  after  him.  I  got 
him  down,  and  began  to  cut  his  throat,  as  I  thought, 
about  the  jugular  vein,  but  could  not  stop  his  singing 
out.  I  l&en  jammed  the  pistol  into  his  head.  I  saw 
him  turn  round ; .  then  I  knew  I  had  done  him.  Joe, 
you  ought  to  have  been  with  me,  for  I  thought  at  one 
time  he  would  have  got  the  better  of  me.  Those 
damned  pistols' are  like  spits;  they  are  of  no  use.'' 
Hunt  said,  "  I  slibuld  have  been  there,  but  we 
thought  you  were  behind.  I  should  have  thought  one 
o(  those  pistols  would  have  killed  him  dead ;  but  you 
had  plenty  of  tool^/^  We  returned  to  the  house,  and 
supped.  Aftfr  supper,  Thurtell  produced  a  gold 
watch,  in  a  very  handsome  double  case,  I  believe.  I 
can't  answer  exactly.  It  had  a  gold  chain  (like  the 
one  produced)  attached  to  the  watch.  He  offered  to 
make  Mrs.  Probert  a  present  of  it.  She  was  some- 
time before  she  accepted  it.  The  watch  he  returned 
to  his  v^aistcoat-pockei  witii  the  seals.    I  had  one 
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Bp«re  b^  MkB  Nofes  slept  m  it  tfieii^  Mn.  Pra- 
bert  aiked  tiiem  when  tbey  would  like  to  go  to  bed, 
as  they.coidd  sleep  with  Mr.  Thomas  Tjluirtell's  cbild- 
ren.  They  said  tbey  would  not  go  to  bed;  they 
.were  very  much  obliged  to  Mrs.  Probert,  tliey  would 
deep  on  the  sofa.  Hunt  sang  two  or  three  songs 
after  supp^.  Mrs.  Probert  and  Miss  Noyes  went 
to  bed  about  half-past  twelve,  at  the  outside.  Thea 
Thurtell*  took  out  the  pecket*book,  purse,  and  memo- 
randum-book;  there  were  some  sovereigns  in  the 
purse.  I  ean't  say  how  many.  He  gave  Hunt  and 
myself  six  pounds  a-pieqe^  saying,  *'  That's  your  share 
of  the  blunt."  There  were  several  papers  in  the 
pocket  and  memorandum  books ;  they  were  all  burnt ; 
the  purse  was  burnt ;  both  the  books  were  burnt ;  the 
carpet  bag  was  opened ;  Thurtell  said  it  belonged  to 
the  man  he  had  murdered  ;  it  contained  wearing  19- 
parel  and  shooting  gear ;  two  or  three  silk  handker- 
chiefs were  left  out  of  it  There  was  a  backgam- 
mon-board, dice,  and  cards  (identifies  them),  a  double- 
barrelled  gun;  I  don't  remember  that  it  had  a 
covering ;  it  was  taken  out  of  a,  case  and  looked  at. 
Next  day  every  thii^  was  taken  away  by  TburteO. 
After  this  Thurtell  proposed  something  else  to  me. 
He  said  ^'  I  mean  to  have  Barber  Beaumont  and 
Woods."  Mr.  Barber  Beaumont  is  an  officer  of  a 
fire-oflfee,  witfi  whom  he  had  some  controversy; 
Woods  keeps  company  with  Mrs.  Probe's  sister?' 
This  was  the  general  conversation :  there  mig^  be 
more  names  mentioned.  Thurtell  said,  ^'Joe,  we 
must  now  go  out  and  fetch  the  body,  and  put  it  in  the 
pond."  I  said,  *'  You  shall  not  pot  it  in  the  pond,  it 
may  ruin  us."  Thurtell  said  ^  Had  it  not  been  for 
Ibe  mistake  of  Hunt  I  should  httve  killed  him  in  the 
otner  lane,  and  then  I  should  have  returned  to  town, 
and  inquired  of  his  friends  why  he  had  not  come 
ddwn."  Only  Thurtell  and  Hunt  went  out  first 
When  tiiey  came  back,  they  said,  *'  He  is  too  heavy ; 
we  can't  carry  him."  They  were  gone  a  quarter  of 
an  hour*    They  said  they  had  only  brought  bim  a 
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little  way.  Thartell  said,  *^  Will  you  go  along  with 
me,  Probert  ?  Ill  pot  the  bridle  on  my  horse  and 
fetch  him/'  I  went  with  him  to  the  stable,  and  left 
Hont  somewhere  abotft  the  gaite.  We  took  the  ^ay 
horse  (Thartell's) ;  we  went  to  the  body,  and  bf  ought 
it  away  on  the  horse,  to  Mr.  Wardell's  field,  near  my 
garden-gate.  Hunt  took  the  horse  back  to  the  stable, 
and  came  back  to  the  garden.  We  dragged  the 
body  throBgh  my  garden  down  to  the  ^ponA ;  we  pot 
a  few  stones  in  the  sack,  and  threw  the  body  into  the 
pond.  I  don't  think  we  had  a  lantern ;  I  can't  say 
what  we  had  done  with  it.  The  feet  were  perhaps 
halfabove  the  water.  Thurtell  took  a  piece  of  cord 
and  threw  it  round  ike  feet ;  then  he  gave  me  the 
other  end ;  I  dragged  it  to  the  middle  of  the  pond. 
We  all  three  returned  to  the  cottage.  I  found  my 
wife  Up.  Next  morning  I  came  down  about  nine 
o'clock.  Thurtell  said,  while  Hunt  was  present, 
**  Probert,  you  must  go  and  look  for  that  knife  and 
l^^l.'^  I  promised  Ibat  I  would.  I  did  so.  When 
J||irent  down  (iie  kme,  I  saw  a  man  at  work  near  the 
spV)t.  I  could  not  seu'ch  then,  and  returned  to  the 
bouse.  That  morning  they  went  away  in  /the  gig, 
and  took  the  things  with  them.  On  Sunday  they  came 
down  again.  John  Thurtell  and  Hunt  were  in  one 
gig ;  Thomas  Thurtell  and  Noyes  in  another.  They 
aitived  at  about  twelve  o'clock.  Hunt  brought  a 
bundle  of  clotfies,  %  newspaper,  and  a  spade.  H4 
Mid  the  spade  was  to  bury  the  deceased.  Thomas 
ThmteU  v rived  first,  and  went  up  ^  lane  to  meet 
J^hn  Thurtell  in  tiie  other  gig.  Hunt  was  very  dirty 
when  he  got  down.  He  asked  for  a  room  to  change 
himself.  He  went  up  stairs.  When  he  came  down, 
lie  was  dressed  v^y  well ;  he  had  almost  new  cloihes, 
I  leamtft'om  Htmt  that  they  bdonged  to  the  deceased. 
Hunt  told  me  ho  had  brought  down  a  spade,  and 
tti'o#ii  it  over  the  hedge  into  my  garden.  I  weiA  to 
kidk^  ftud  saw  it  diere.  H^  «a«4  it  was  to  bury  lim 
%^y. '  After  Jotai  ThiBtali*  arrived,  I  wicked  with 
ten  hi^  gafdM,  tM  tie  asked  me  if  the  body  r«se  i 
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I  said  no ;  it  would  lie  there  a  month.  In  the  after- 
noon Mr.  Heward  called ;  I  went  wjth  him  to  Mr. 
NichoUs's.  After  I  returned,  I  told  Thurtell  and 
Hunt  something .  that  Nicholls  said  to  me ;  that 
NichoUs  had  informed  me  some  one  had  fired  a  gun 
off  in  GiU's-hill-lane  on  Friday  night,  and  that  tl^re 
were  cries  of  **  Murder,"  as  though  some  one  had 
been  killed.  That  I  had  asked  what  time,  and  that 
Nicholls  said,  about  eight  o'clock ;  that  L  had  said, 
''  I  suppose  some  of  your  friends  wanted  to  frighten 
you.  Sir."  Thurtell  said,  "  Then  Tm  baked."  I 
said,  '*  I  am  afraid  it's  a  bad  job,  for  Mr.  Nicholls 
seems  to  know  all  about  it.  I  am  very  sorry  it  ever 
happened  here.  I'm  afraid  it  will  be  my  ruin/* 
Thurtell  said,  '*  Never  mind,  Probert,  they  can  do 
nothing  with  you."  I  said,  "  The  body  must  be  im- 
mediately taken  up  from  my  pond,  John."  He  said, 
"  III  tell  you  what  I'll  do — ^when  they  are  all  gone  to 
bed,  you  and  FU  take  and  bury  him.'*  I  told  him 
that  would  be  as  bad,  if  they  buried  him  in  the  gar- 
den. John  Thurtell  tiien  said,  *'  I'll  bury  him  whiqpre 
you  nor  no  one  else  can  find  him."  Hunt  said,  "  Pro- 
bert,  they  can  do  nothing  with  you,  or  me  either,  be- 
cause neither  of  us  was  at  the  murder."  Hunt  and 
Thurtell  sat  up  all  night.  I  went  to  bed.  Noyes 
and  Thomas  Thurtell  went  to  bed.  Thomas  Thurtell 
slept  with  his  children.  In  the  morning  John  Thur^- 
tell  and  Hunt  said  they  were  going  to  dig  a  grave 
for  the  body ;  but  the  dc^  bad  been  barking  all 
night;  they  thought  that  seme  one  was  passing. 
Thurtell  said,  *'  Joe  will  come  down  to-night,  and 
take  him  away ;  that  will  be  the  better  for  you  alto- 
gether. Thomas  Thurtell  and  Hunt  went  first.  My 
boy,  Addis,  went  with  them  in  oae  chaise ;  John 
TlwTtell,  Thomas  Noyes,  and  Miss  Noyes,  in  the 
other.  I  had  no  use  for  that  boy  in  London.  He 
was  sent  that  he  might  not  be  in  the  way  to.  answer 
any  questions.  Jotm  Thurtell  and  Hunt  came  dftwn 
tiiat  evening  in  a  gpg.  We  took  supper;  I  tiiink 
at  al^out  nine  o'clock.    After  supper  John  Ttmrt^^ 
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and  I  went  to  the  stable,  leaving  Hunt  talking  with 
Mrs.  Probert.  John  Thurtell  said,  "  Now  you  and 
ini  go  and  get  the  body  up ;  leave  him  talking  with 
Mrs.  Probert,  then  shell  not  suspect  any  thing.'* 
We  went  to  the  pond,  got  the  body,  took  it  out  o{ 
the  sack,  and  cut  the  clothes  off.  We  left  the  body 
naked  on  the  green  sward,  then  returned  to  the  par- 
lour, and  told  Hunt  that  the  horse  and  gig  was  ready? 
it  was  not  so.  We  came  out  and  went  to  the  stable, 
John  Thurtell  went  to  his  gig,  took  out  a  new  sack, 
and  some  cord.  We  all  three  returned  to  the  pond, 
put  the  body  into  the  sack  head  foremost,  and  carried 
it  up  to  the  garden-gate.  Left  Hunt  waiting  with 
tile  body.  John  Thurtell  and  I  went  round  to  the 
pond.  We  carried  the  bundle  of  clothes,  and  threw 
them  into  tiie  gig.  John  Thurtell  said,  "  Better  leave 
the  clothes  here,  Probert ;  there  won't  be  room  fox 
them."  We  took  the  horse  and  chaise  lower  down 
towards  the  garden-gate,  and  put  the  body  into  the 
gig.  Then  I  left  them.  They  wanted  me  to  settle 
the  body  more  in  the  gig.  I  would  not ;  I  returned 
to  Mrs.  Probert.  I  went  out  afterwards  to  destroy 
the  clothes.  I  cut  them  into  pieces ;  some  I  burnt ; 
some  pieces  I  threw  about  in  the  hedges.  I  did  not 
put  any  thing  into  the  dung  heap.  I  was  taken  into 
custody  the  day  after  they  left  my  house. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Andrews.    I  do  not  know 
who  apprehended  me.    When  I  was  taken,  I  did  not 
express  any  desire  to  become  witness ;  I  cannot  say 
when  I  first  expressed  a  desire  to  become  a  witnes;i. 
it  was  after  Hunt  had  made  a  confession.     I  can't 
say  whether  I  was  asked  to  become  a  witness  before 
or  after  Hunt's  confession.    I  heard  that  Hunt  hud 
made  a  confession,  J)ut  I  don't  recollect  from  whom. 
The  first  I  heard  of  my  becoming  a  witness  was  when 
1  was  taken  before  the  Grand  Jury  by^  Mr.  Williams, 
t(^  the  best  of  my  recollection.    Defpre  that,  I  ex- 
pected that  we  were  all  to  be  tried  ;  I  did  not  know 
wha^  waste-become  of  us ;  I  did  not  know  what  was 
to  b^  done  to  me.    I  took  no  pains  to  become  a 
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witness  before  being  taken  before  the  Grand  Jurf ;  I 
have  never  seen  Mrs,  Frobert  smoe  I  left  vay  own 
house  when  I  was  arrested ;  I  don'4;  know  of  my  own 
knowledge  that  Mrs.  Probert  is  now  here ;  I  was 
told  so  by  Mr.  Williams,  my  solicitor ;  I  have  htd 
IH>  other  solicitor  in  this  transaction. 

Mr.  Andrews.  Has  not  a  Mr.  Noel  been  your 
solicitor  ? — I  am  sorry  to  say  -that  he  has. 

How  long  did  he  act  in  that  capac^ity  ?— -For  a  few 
months  in  the  year  1819. 

Has  he  not  acted  as  your  solicitor  since  that  period } 
r— Not  that  I  recollect. 

Had  you  no  communication  with  him  in  1S23  ?— 
Not  that  I  recollect ;  but  I  cannot  swear  that  I  have 
net. 

You  say  you  heard  tliat  some  injury  was  intended 
to  certain  persons,  and  yet  you  gave  no  alarm  ^-^^I 
did  hear  that  at  my  cottage,  but  I  did  not  believe  it* 

You  must  have  believed  it  when  yoa  heard  of  the 
murder ;  and»  when  you  tsaw  the  dead  body  brou|^t 
to  your  house,  did  not  you  give  any  alarm  then  ?-*— J 
did  not. 

You  received  the  parties  into  your  house  after  the 
transaction? — I  did. 

You  supped  with  them  and  breakfasted  with  them 
in  company  with  your  wife  on  the  following  morning^ 
— I  did. 

Were  you  sober  then  ?— I  was. 

And  yet  you  did  not  spurn  them,  and  kick  th^a 
from  your  house  ? — I  did  not. 

Did  you  tell  Mrs.  Probert  what  had  happened?-*^ 
I  did  not. 

Did  not  Mrs.  Probert  appear  disturbed  at; what 
was  going  on  ? — She  did. 

Did  she  not  ask  you  any  questiona  as  to  what  was 
passing  ? — She  did.    . 

Did  you  not  tell  her  ? — I  am  not  certain. 

By  the  virtue  of  your  oath,  Sir,  did  yoa  »ot  ^U 
her  what  occurred  on  Friday  night  ? — ^I  can't  »rear 
positively,  but  I  might  have  told  her  semetbi%. 
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Di4  not  Mra.  Prebert  espress  unearinesB  on  &e 
Saturday?— She  did. 

Did  slie  Bot  H^iuire  who  Hunt  was  ?-^No ;  %ht  had 
heard  of  him  oten*  though  she  had  not  seen  him. 

At  wh«t  time  did  you  eome  down  on  Saturday 
morning? — ^Between  eight  and  nine. 

Will  you  swear,  iqpon  your  oath,  tfiat  you  did  not 
eome  down  at  six  o'clock  on  that  monung  ?--Cer« 
taii^,  I  can  swear  that  I  did  noti 

Will  yon  swear  it  was  after  eight  when  you  came 
down  ? — I  will  not ;  but  to  the  best  of  my  recollection 
it  was  between  eight  and  nine. 

What  did  you  do  when  you  came  down  ? — ^I  went 
to  tile  stable,  or  perhaps  into  tiie  garden. 

Did  you  go  down  the  lane  ?— I  did  not. 

What  sort  of  hat  did  you  wear  on  that  occasion  ? — 
I  think  a  black  hat,  such  as  I  generally  wear. 

Did  you  not  wear  a  wlnte  hat  ? — ^I  can*t  say.  I 
tiiink  not. 

Did  you  see  your  wife  receive  a  gold  chain  from 
J.  Thurtell?— I  did. 

Did  she  wear  jt  on  tiie  Saturday  ! — ^I  did  not  see 
her  wear  it  on  the  Saturday. 

Did  she,  when  sho  received  it,  put  it  on  herself,  or 
did  Thurt^l  put  it  on? — I  can't  state  that,  but  I 
think  she  put  it  on  herself ;  I  saw  Thurtell  rise  when 
he  presented  it  to  her. 

Did  Mrs.  Probert  express  any  uneasiness  on  the 
Sunday  ?— I  tiitnk  she  did. 

When  TKurtell  produced  the  sack  and  cord  on  Fri~ 
dny  night  where  was  the  boy  ? — I  think  in  the  kitchen. 

Where  was  the  sack  before  Thurtell  produced  it  I 
*— -I  donH  know ;  I  never  saw  it  before. 

Will  you  swear  you  had  not  seen  it  before  J.  Thur- 
tell said,  ''  111  go  and  fetch  tiie  sack  and  cord?"— I 
will. 

Did  not  the  boy  tell  ycu  where  it  was  ? — No. 

Who  was  in  tke  stable  when  the  horse  was  taken 
^  to  fetch  file  bo^  ?~I  don't  recollect. 
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yfbere  was  the  boy4hen?— *I  Ifaink  in.bed;  he 
slept  in  the  room  o?er  mine. 

Were  you  ever  id  diflkultieg  befpre  this? — ^I 
have.  /'ii     .. 

Were  you  ever  in  such  a  swape  as  this  iiefore  ? — 
Never. 

Had  you  never  a  charge  of  felony  preferred  i^iyuist 
you  before  this  ? — I  had. 

Where  was  that  ? — ^In  the  King's  Bench  prison. 

What  was  the  nature  of  that  charge  ? — 1  was  ac- 
cused of  taking  some  silver  from  the  till  of  the  man 
who  kept  the  coffee-house,  and  who  owed  me  100/» 
at  Che  time. 

What  was  the  consequence  of  that  charge? — ^I 
was  sent  for  six  months  to  the  house  of  correction. 
:  Was  that  the  only  charge  of  felony  ever  made 
against  you  ? — ^Yes ;  the  only  one. 

Were  you  never  in  Hereford  ? — -Yes,  I  was  horn 
there. 

Were  you  never  charged  with  sheep-stealing  there? 
—Never. 

WelU  perfai^  it  was  lamb-stealing  ? — ^No,  I  was 
never  charged  with  either. 

Come,  Bur,  you  know  what  I  mean  by  charged  ; 
were  you  never  accused  of  such  a  crime  there  ? — 
Never. 

Then  the  accusation  is  quite  new'  to  you  ? — It 
is. 

Then  what  was  the  charge  against  you  ? — I  had 
bought  some  skins,  which  were  afterwards  owned. 

(Xi,  then  you  were  accused  as  a  receiver  of  stolen 
goods  ? — I  was  not. 

Were  you  not  taken  before  a  magistrate  ? — No*    . 

Were  the  goods  not  taken  away  ? — ^They  were 
not. 

I  understand  you  have  passed  much  of  your  time 
in  prison  ? — I  have  been  in  the  King's  Bench  prison^ 
and  iMtti^e  SUdes,  between  two  and  three  years. 

Mr.  Justibe  Park.  Were  you  imprisoned  in  the 
King's  Bem:^  on  civil  suits  ?— Yes,  my  Lord. 
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^  Mr.  Andrews.  Wt^ll;  you  have  been  in  the  House 
'  of  Correction  and  in  the  King's  Bendi  prison ;  are 
these  all  ?— Yes. 
^  Do  you  know  Mr.  Framstone  ? — I  do. 

Now,  sir,  having  given  you  that  name,  I  ask  you, 
on  your  oath,  were  you  not  committed  by  that  gentle- 
man for  refusing  to  answer  certain  questions  before 
the  Commissioners  of  Bankrupts  ? — Yes ;  I  was  com- 
mitted to  the  King  s  Bench  prison. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  :  I  thought  you  were  going  to 
establish  a  new  imprisonment :  he  has  already  told 
us  he  has  been  in  the  King's  Bench  Prison. 

In  answer  to  further  questions  he  deposed  as  fol- 
lows : — I  have  been  a  bankrupt.  No  dividend  has 
been  paid  out  of  my  estate.  I  was  frequently  re- 
manded by  the  Commissioners.  I  have  lived  (mly 
six  months  at  the  cottage.  I  lived  with  my  bro^ 
ther*in-law  in  the  Strand.  We  were  not  partners, 
but  did  business  together.  It  was  a  large  gray  horse 
that  was  employed  the  night  of  the  murder.  It  was 
in  my  stable  at  nig^t  Mr.  Hunt  had  a  white  hat 
and  black  handkerchief  on  the  Friday  night.  Had 
heard  of  the  transaction  of  the  Insurance  Office;  and 
yet  subsequently  introduced  Thurtell  to  my  wife. 
Thurtell  was  making  love  to  Mrs.  Probert's  sister 
also :  a  love,  however,  that  would  come  to  nothing. 
I  thought  John  Thurtell's  saying  it  was  mere  idle  bra* 
vado.  I  do  not  know  Mr.  Beaumont,  to  my  know- 
iedge.  I  never  mentioned  it  to  any  person.  No 
one  wa3  present,  save  Hunt  and  Thurtell,  when  the 
money  taken  from  the  body  was  distributed.  I  did 
not  see  aby  cards  played  at  my  house,  either  on  the 
Friday,  Saturday, .  or  Sunday  nights.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve my  wife  played  cards  on  Sunday.  I  never,  to 
my  knowledge,  saw  my  wife  play  at  cards.  I  never 
faMrd  any  person  say  it  was  a  bad  example  to  chil- 
dren. I  have  lived  in  London  eleven  years ;  I  trans* 
acted  business  in  Herefordshire  also.  -  .) 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Thessiger.    I  had  Wwn 
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Htmt  tirehre  meiilhs ;  I  hive  been  inliM  company  se* 
Teral  times. ;  I  was  the  permm  vho  inCrodoced  Hunt 
to  ThurtelU  about  six  or  seven  months  ago  attheCoek; 
I  do  not  recollect  inviting  Hm\t  to  Gill's  Hill  Cottage  ; 
I  believe  Thortell  BtkeA  me  to  drive  Hunt  down  to 
GiIFs  Hni  Cottage ;  I  did  not  say  tiiere  was  no  spare 
bed  at  my  house ;  I  expressed  no  sorprise  at  Hunt's 
going  down  umnvited  to  Gill's  Hill  Cottage,  he  not 
having  been  pereonally  introduced  to  Mrs.  Probert. 
Hunt  paid  for  &ie  pork  in  Orford-street ;  I  have 
never  paid  him  for  it  since ;  it  was  only  eighteen 
pence ;  I  had  three  or  four  pounds  in  my  pocket 
when  I  borrowed  the  five  pounds  from  Tetsall.  I 
am  not  certain  what  I  might  have  said  when  Hunt 
said  at  the  gate,  "  Take  no  liotice,  and  drive  on.* 
Hunt  had  never  been  at  GilTs  Hill  Cottage  before. 
Phillimore  Lodge  is  in  the  high  road,  a  mile  and  a 
half  beyond  Elstree,  towards  St.  Alban*s.  Hunt 
paid  for  four  or  five  glasses  of  brandy  and  water,  and 
I  paid  for  the  one  I  bad  Edgeware ;  fliere  were  two 
or  three  han&erchiefs,  and  I  burnt  the  mark  out  of 
one  of  tliem.  Up  to  the  day  I  jwent  before  the 
Grand  Jury,  I  said  to  Mr.  Franklin,  the  Chaplain, 
myself  and  Hunt  were  innocent  of  the  murder.  The 
exact  words  were,  very  likely,  ftat  neifiier  of  us 
knew  any  thing  about  tihe  murder  till  after  it  was 
done.  I  was  convicted  of  a  felony  before  I  was  sent 
to  Brixton. 

fey  Mr.  Gurney.  On  (he  Sunday  evening  <hat  I 
Went  to  Mr.,Nicholls*s  I  remained  out  two  hours 
and  a  half;  Hunt  and  I  were  prisoners  wfien  I  had 
the  feonversation  with  Mr.  Franklin. 

by  Ihedourtr—When  I  spoke  to  my  wife  about 
netfing,  it^  was  to  satisfy  her,  as  cjhe  was  in  a  paaBiefD, 
and  asked,  **  What  have  you  been  doing,  you  tftree  ? 
Tbii  have  bie^n  counting  money,  burning  papers,  and 
*agghig/  somefliit^  Keavy  across  fbe,  ground.'* »  1 
did  npt  observie  Whether  the  wmi^ws  'of  Mrs.  Piro* 
feert's  room  Were  open  or  not.     ' 
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The  Jury  now  withdraw  fisr  a  abort  time,  and  on 
their  return, 

Mrs.  PROBERT 

was  called  into  Court,  and  examined  by  Mr.  Gur- 
ney.  She  was  indulged  with  a  seat.  Her  voice 
was  extremely  low,  and  she  explained  that  she  suflfer- 
ed  under  a  severe  hoarseness.  Mr.  Gumey  kindly 
repeated  her  evidence,  which  was  to  the  following 
effiu^t: — 

I  remember  the  night  of  the  2ith  of  October,  when 
John  TiiurteU,  Hunt,  and  Probert  came  to  the  cot- 
tage. ]  remember  idso,  very  well,  hearing  the  sound 
of  a  gig  passing  the  cottage  that  night.  I  think  this 
was  about  eigtrt  o'clock  or  near  it,  as  wdl  as  I  re- 
collect. It  was  nearly  an  hour  after  that  I  heard  a 
ringbg  at  the  bell,  but  I  cannot  exactly  remember* 
No  one  entered  my  house  immediately  after  this 
ringing,  but  at  about  half-past  nine,  or  near  ten,  my 
husbai^  came  in.  I  had  been  up  stairs  some  time; 
when  I  came  down,  I  found  Mr.  Probert,  Jcrim 
Tburtell,  and  a  stranger  in  the  parlour.  My  husband 
introduced  the  stranger  to  me  as  Mr.  Hunt.  (The 
learned  Counsel  here  said  he  would  not  trouble  the 
witness  to  relate  the  whole  particulars  of  the  even- 
ing.) I  saw  John  Thurtdl  produce  on  that  night  a 
gold  watch  with  a  great  deal  of  work  about  it,  and 
then  a  chain.  It  was  such  a  chain  as  this — (the  wit- 
P3SS  id^itified  one  which  was  shown  to  her  by  Mr. 
Gumey.)  Mr.  Tburtell  offered  to  make  it  a  preMl 
to  me.  At  first  I  refused  it,  but  at  length  he  put^ 
round  my  neck«  I  afterwards,  having  been  taken 
into  custody,  gave  it  vap  with  that  little  l>ox  (pointing 
to  a  box  on  the  table)  to  the  constable,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Magistrates.  John  Tburtell  and  makt, 
and  my  husband  sat  up  that  night  When  Misa 
Noyes  and  1  went  up  stairs,  1  left  in  tiie  room  Jotm 
Tburtell,  Hunt,  and.Mr.  Probert  I  did  not  go  to 
bed  direotly.    I  afterwards  came  upon  the  stain. 
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and  listened  to  what  was  going  on  in  the  room.     I 
overheard  tliem  talking,  as  I  was  leaning  over  the 
i)alusters,  but  the  conversation  was  all  in  a  whisper. 
What  I  heard  first  was  about  trying  on  clothes.     I 
heard  one  say;    ^*  I  think  that  would  Ht  you  very 
weU/'  but  thk  was  all  in  a  whisper.     I  heard  a. noise 
like  papers  on  the  table,  a  rustling  like ;  and  then 
something  like  papers  being. thrown  in  the  fire.     1 
afterwards  returned  to   my  chamber,  when  I  saw 
something  take  place  out  of  doors.     I  saw  two  gen- 
tlemen go  from  this  parlour  to  the  stable ;  they  took 
a  ligM  with  them,  and  led  a  horse  out  of  the  stable, 
and  opened  the  yard  gates  to  let  the  horse  out.     I 
heard  afterwards  something  apparently  very  heayy 
dragged  from  the  stable  to  the  garden.     The  stable 
is  near  the  back  gate.     I  could  hear  the  substance 
dragging  I  (hrnk  in  the  dark  walk.     I  hid  a  view  of 
it  as  it  was  dragged  out  of  the  walk.     The  walk  is 
just  opposite  the  window ;  it  seemed  to  me  very  large 
and  very  heavy.     It  was  in  a  sack.     The  rustling  I 
have  mentioned  was  after  this:  after  I  had  seen  the 
m.ck.     In  the  walk  I  saw  them  dragging  the  sack ; 
there  were  two  persons,  I  could  see  half  way  down 
the  walk ;   it  is  quite  away  from  the  pond.     I  then 
heard  a  hollow  noise  ; '  I  can^t  describe  it ;    it  was 
like  a  heap  of  stones  thrown  into  a  pit.     When  I 
heard  the  whispering,  the  first  thing,  I  think,  was 
Hunt's  voice,  who  said,  "  Let  us  take  vl£6.  note 
each.*'    I  did  not  hear  Thurtell  say  any  thing  then, 
but  afterwards  heard  a  voice  which  said,  "  We  must 
'  say  there  was  a  hare  thrown  up  on  the  cushion  of  the 
gig,  of  which  some  one  made  us  a  present  coming 
along;  we  must  teH  the  boy  so  in  the  morning/*    I 
next  heard  a  voice,  I  can't  say  whose,  say  in  a  whis- 
per, **  We  had  better  be  ofl^  to  town  by  four  or  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning."    John  Thurtell  said,  "  He 
had  better  not  go  before  eight  or  nine  o'clock;"  but 
<hc  parlour  door  was  now  shut-     I  heard,  I  think, 
John  Thurtell's  voice  say,    *•  Holding  shall  be  the* 
next."    'pjpn  Hunt,  I  think,  asked,    *«  Has  he  got 
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any  money  V  John  Thurtell  8aid»  *'  It  is  not  money 
I  want ;  it  is  revenge.     It  is  Holding  that  bas  ruined 
my  friend."    By  this,  I  UDderstood  he  meant  Mr. 
Probert.     I  do  not  know  whether  Holdinc;  had  be^n 
coKeroed  in  my  husband's  btmkruptcy.     ThurteU' 
said*  ^'  He  has  mined  my  friend,  and  destroyed  bis . 
peace  of  mind  for  ever."    I  went  up  to  bed  at  nearly 
two  o'clock,  1  think.    After  my  husband  came  up,,, 
some  conversation  passed  between  us. 

A  short  conversation  then  took  place  in  a  low 
tone,  which  was  not  heard  in  the  Reporter's  box,  be- . 
tweeiithe  Counsel  for  the  prisoners' and  the  Learned 
Judge  and  Mr.  Gurney,  as  to  whether  it  wfrs  proper . 
to  ask  Mrs.   Probert  concerning  any  conversation, 
that  passed  between  her  and  her  husband. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  said  to  Mr.  Gurney,  '*  AU  that 
you  can  ask,  is,  whether  a  conversation  took  place, 
in  which  witness  communicated  to  her  husbaqd  %vhat 
she  had  seen  and  heard.  You  eannot  ask  what  her 
husband  said.'' 

Mr.  Gurney  then  asked  the  witness-r-**  When  your 
husband  came  to  bed,  did  you  mention  to  hitn.what 
you  had  seen  and  heard,  according  to  the  evidence 
you  have  given  V*  Mrs.  Probert,  became  apparently 
excessively  agitated,  and  faintly  articulated,  ''  Mu^t 
I  answer  ?" 

Mr.  Gurney,  I  do  not  want  you  to  tell  us  what 
was  said. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  Pray  compose  yourself,  good 
woman ;  you  need  not  be  alarmed. 

Mrs.  Probert.     Must  I  answer  questions  concern-' 
ing  my  husband?      These  were,    we   bdjeve)  b^r. 
words  ;  but  the  low  and  faltering  and  hysterioal  fawn- 
ner  in  which  they  were  pronounced,  rendered  it  dirj* 
cult  to  catch  them. 

Mr.  Gurney.  No  evidence  you 'now  give  can 
prejudice  your  husband.  He  has  been  this  day  };ut 
before  a  jury  of  his  countrymen,  and  acquitteil  of 
this  murder. 

«2 
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Mrs.  Probert,  in  a  sobMng  hysterical  sliridLt  *''  Obr 
has  he!  has  he!" 

Mr.  Gumey  repeated  his  question. 

Mrs.  Piobert  Oh,  ril  answer  anything !  bat, 
has  he  been  acquitted  ?  The  agitation  of  the  witness 
for  some  time  was  so  exce8si?e,  that  she  was  unable 
to  attend  to  the  questions.  She  ejaculated  at  times 
a  few  unconnected  words,  in  a  low  sobbing  tone. 

Mr.  Justice  Park:  Pray  compose  youn^;  pray, 
good  woman.  Don't  be  sJarmed ;  we  are  not  want- 
ing you  to  say  anything  against  your  hudiand.  No- 
thing will  be  drawn  from  you  against  your  hus- 
band. Pray  compose  yourself;  pray  do  not  be 
alarmed. 

During  this  scene,  Hunt  turned  round  to  the  per- 
sons standing  by  him  in  the  dock,  and  smiled,  as  if  in 
incredulity  of  Mrs.  Probert's  appearance  of  feeling. 
Thurtell  did  not  change  his  countenance^  but  bent 
down  a  Kttle,  and  took  snuff,  drawing  up  his  brows^ 
closing  his  lips  firmly,  with  the  expression  of  face 
habitual  to  him. 

Mr.  Gumey  then  repeated  his  question,  and  Mrs. 
Probert  answered — ^Yes,  I  did  mention  to  him  (my 
husband)  what  I  had  seen  and  heard. 

The  next  morning  Hunt  and  Thurtell  came  and 
dined  with  us,  and  on  the  Sunday  Thos.  Noyes  and 
Thos.  Thurtell  then  also  came.  On  the  Monday 
night  J.  Thurtell  and  Hunt  came  again;  it  was  past 
nine,  I  diink,  when  they  came.  They  staid  to  sup- 
per, and  went  awiqr  soon  after. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  t^latt.  You  affiocted  sur- 
prise to  hear  that  your  husband  was  acquitted.  Now 
did  you  not  know  that  he  was  to  be  acquitted 
previously  to  his  giving  evidmce  ?  No  [in  a  low 
tone]. 

Did  yott  not  hear  that  he  was  to  be  acquitted  of 
the  charge,  provided  he  gave  his  testimony  here  truly? 
I  don*t  recollect  that  I  was  told  so. 

Can  you  say  on  your  oath  that  you  were  not  told 
80  7    I  dont  know  that  I  was. 
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In  painog  up  tlie  Iwe  from  Rablet  to  my  oottdge^ 
there  are  two  garden  gates  leading  frmn  die  lane. 
When  you  pass  from  the  lane,  one  gate  leads  to  the 
aUble,  and  the  other  leads  into  the  garden. ,  There  is 
a  very  high  fittice,  in  which  the  latter  gate,  stands, 
and  of  which  it  forms  part.  My  bed-room  window 
was  on  that  side  of  the  house  that  looked  towards 
this  fence.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is  possible 
to  discern  any  thing  in  the  stable  looking  from  my 
window.  It  is  not  possible  to  see  the  door-way.  I 
could  not  discern  it  I  could  not  exactly  see  the 
door»  but  I  could  see  the  horse  as  soon  as  it  came 
out  I  think  in  the  day-time  the  door  might  be  seen. 
The  night  of  the  24th  was  a  very  fine  moon-light 
night.  There  was  but  one  sitting-room  in  our  house*. 
The  persons  I  saw  in  the  gaiden  were,  I  rather 
ftink,  Thurtell  and  Hunt  The  short  man  was  Hunt. 
He  was  drag|^  the  wei|^  across  the  garden.  I 
could  not  say  as  to  the  other.  I  was  on  the  landii^- 
place  when  I  heard  the  conversation.  It  was  for  the 
most  part  in  a  whisper.  There  was  a  great  deal  oC 
whispering,  which  I  did  not  distinctly  hear.  I  could 
not  hear  it  all.  I  thought  I  knew  the  voices,  but 
could  not  be  positive.  I  thought  I  heard  my  husband 
whisper,  but  he  whispered  so  low  that  I  could  not 
hear  what  he  said.  I  cannot  say  positively.  My 
husband  gave  me  no  money  before  he  left  me.  He 
did  not  give  me  23/.  He  did  not  tell  me  what  to  say 
here.  I  do  not  know  that  John  Thurtell  knew 
Holding.  My  husband  knew  him.  I  never  saw 
Holding  and  John  Thfiftell  together.  I  do  not  know 
that  Holding  held  my  husband's  property  when  he 
was  in  diflkulties.  It  was  after  12  when  Miss  Noyes 
and  1  went  up  steirs.  I  cannot  say  what  timie  it  was 
when  I  saw  the  horse  coming  from  the  stable.  It 
was  a  few  minutes  aiter  I  w.ent  up  stairs.  I  heard 
tile  parlour-door  open.  It  was  a  glass-door.  Soon 
after  I  saw  them  go  to  the  stable,  and  the  horse  was 
brought  out.  They  had  a  lig^t.  The  short  man  had 
the  light.    I  heard  no  noise  in  the  stable,  but  1  beard 
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no  BOMe  in  ffae  stable  after.  I  rather  thiak  the  li^jht 
remamdd  afler  tii^horae  iras  brou^t  out.  I  did  not 
bear  any  one  go  out  before  this.  I  think  I  heard  some' 
one  go  to  the  kitchen  before  any  one  went  out  nirith 
^the  light.  I  kept  a  rtore  for  potatoes  on  the  pve^ 
'mises.  There  was  a  hole  made  for  them,  and  tbey 
were  coTered  orer.  I  went  out  on  the  Saturday.  I 
did  not  observe  the  pond  particularly.  1  did  not  go 
near  it.  I  cannot  say  wheth^  it  was  so  shallow  that 
I  could  see  the  bottom.  I  seldom  went  to  look  at 
the  fishes  there.  I  did  not  go  out  to  see  it  on  Sunday 
or  Monday.  One  of  the  walks  in  the  garden  is  a 
dark  walk.  It  is  immediately  on  the  right  as  yoa 
enter  the  garden.  There  are  many  shrubs  there  on' 
both  sides,  but  they  are  very  short.  It  was  in  the 
dark  walk  I  first  heard  the  noise,  and  afterwards  I 
saw  something  heavy  moving  along,  or  dragged  along 
in  that  direction.  This  was  opposite  the  window. 
Hiat  path  led  to  the  pond.  I  did  not  see  my  hus- 
band in  the  garden  when  I  looked  out  of  the 
window. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Thessiger. — I  did  not  ex- 
pect my  husband  on  that  night.  It  was  uncertain 
what  time  he  should  arrive.  My  husband  went  from^ ' 
home  on  the  Monday  before  that.  I  had  not  seen 
Hunt  before  that  day.  I  was  then  introduced  to  him 
for  the  first  time.  My  husband  did  not  say  he  (Hunt) 
was  the  good  singer  of  whom  I  had  often  heard. 
There  was  singing  on  the  Friday  night.  Hunt  sang 
two  songs  on  that  night.  It  was  not  by  my  hus- 
band*s  desire  that  Hunt  sung.  John  Thurtell  asked 
him  once,  and  I  asked  him  the  second  time.  I  pres- 
sed him  to  sing  the  second  time.  There  were  no 
card  playing  that  night.  It  was  after  supper  Thur- 
tell gave  me  the  chain.  It  was  before  the  singing* 
I  did  not  attempt  to  return  the  chain  on  the  Sunday. 
There  were  cards  played  on  the  Sunday.  I  did  not 
introduce  them.  The  cards  were  plaved  in  my  hus- 
band's absence.  He  did  not  come  back  before  the 
playing  was  over.     I  did  not  {day.     I  think  my  hus- 
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band  was  iiot  present  when  the  cards  were  played. 
I  rather  think  not.  It.  is  possible*  he  might  hate 
come  in  before  they  were  over.  I  am  certain  my 
husband  did  not  play.  I  cannot  remember  who 
played.  I  did  not  bear  John  Thurtell  remonstrate 
against  the  cards  as  a  bad  example  to  the  children. 
Mr.  Noyes  came  on  Sunday.  I  did  not  tell  him 
about  what  I  saw,  or  about  the  gold  chain. 

THOMAS  THURTELL 

was  next  called.  The  moment  he  appeared  in  the 
witness  box  every  eye  was  turned  towards  his  bro- 
ther in  the  dock.  The  prisoner  Thurtell  looked  upon 
him  with  the  same  apparent  indifference  with  which 
he  had  viewed  the  other  witnesses.  He  took  up  his 
pen«  and  began  to  make  arrangements  for  continuing 
4lo  take  notes  as  before.  The  witness  at  first  seemed 
somewhat  agitated,  but  after  a  few  minutes  he  re- 
gained his  composure. 

Thomas  Thurtell  examined  by  Mr.  Gumey. — I 
was  at  Tetsall's  on  Friday,  the  24th  of  October. 
Hunt  and  my  brother  John  dined  there.  I  remem- 
•  ber  that  some  time  after  dinner  Hunt  was  away  for 
a  time.  I  rather  think  he  brought  a  sack  wilfa  him, 
and  I  think  a  gig  to  tiie  door.  He  did  not  say  any 
thing  to  my  knowledge^  The  witness  was  desired  to 
recollect  himself,  but  he  persisted  in  the  same  anbwer. 
The  horse  in  the  gig  was  a  gray  horse.  My  brother 
went  away  in  the  gig. 

Here  the  witness  begged  the  Court  to  think  of  the 
distressing  situation  in  which  he  stood.  Mr.  Justice 
Park  said  the  Court  felt  every  thing  for  the  situation 
of  the  witness,  but  justice  required  that  he  should  an- 
swer tiie  questions  put  to  him.  No  doubt  they  would 
be  put  with  every  feeling  for  his  situation.  The  ex- 
amination was  then  continued. 

My  brother  went  away  in  Probert^  gig. 

By  Mr.  Gumey.-— Upon  your  oath  £d  you  not 
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hear  Hunt  make  some  obaenrations  to  Probert  before 
dinner  ? 

There  were  some  made,  but  I  cui't  now  recollect 
what  they  were.  I  saw  some  [Hstols,  two  large  pis- 
tols, in  the  room.  I  think  I  beard  Hmit  say  to  Pro- 
bert "  Bill*  will  you  be  in  it?  or  something  to  that 
effect.  On  the  next  day  I  saw  Hunt.  He  asked  me 
if  I  wanted  money?  I  think  he  named  twmity 
pounds  or  something  thereabouts.  He  did  not  say 
how  he  came  by  such  money.  I  saw  some  consider- 
able sum  with  him,  and  I  was  surprised  to  see  it  with 
iiim.  He  said  they  had  been  drawing  game,  or  net- 
ting game. 

Did  he  say  what  he  meant? — ^Did  he  explain ?~- 
The  witness  hesitated  to  answer. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  (to  the  witness).-^!  now  feel  it 
my  duty.  Sir,  to  caution  you  as  to  your  answers.  I 
ha?e  before  me  the  statements  you  made  in  your  ell^ 
amination  before  the  magistrates,  and  I  caution  you 
to  answer  strictly  to  the  questions  proposed.  The 
Court  considers  your  situation,  but  justice  must  be 
done.  After  this,  I  trust  I  shall  not  have  occasion 
to  say  more  or  to  exercise  the  power  with  which  I 
am  invested.     The  examination  was  then  continued. 

The  word  ''  Turpin*'  was  used  by  Hunt.  I  think 
he  said  '*  We  Turpin  lads,  or  boys,  can  do  it,"  or 
something  to  that  effect  Hunt  afterwards  said  he 
had  been  killing  game  and  Probert  holding  the  bag. 
ffhe  word  **  murder**  was  lued  in  joke.  Hunt  said 
he  committed  murder,  or  something  to  that  efieet. 
The  words  were  '*  We  have  been  committing  murder 
to  be  sure,'*  but  this  was  in  joke.  This  was  in  answer 
to  a  question  from  me,  as  to  what  they  had  been 
doing.  I  went  down  to  Probert*s  on  Sunday.  I 
walked  to  Maida-hill.  Hunt  and  my  brother  took 
me  up  there  in  a  gig.  There  was  a  qmde  intheg^f* 
It  was  a  new  spade.  It  was  thrown  over  the  garden 
wall  by  Hunt.  I  said  he  had  better  take  it  farther, 
«d  he  said,  *' No,  I  know  whi^  I  amabont.*'    H« 


said  he  did  not  widi  Probert's  wife  to  know  it^  or 
something  of  that  kind. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Thessiger.-— The  conver* 
sation  about  Turpin,  &c.,  was  after  dinner.  We  had 
not  drank  much.  Hunt  said  that  Probert  said  he  did 
not  wish  his  wife  to  know  that  he  had  been  expensive. 
I  was  at  Probert's  on  the  Sunday  night.  Cards  were 
introduced.  I  can't  be  certain,  but  I  think  all  the 
parties  were  present  when  they  were  introduced. 

THOMAS  NOYES 

was  the  next  witness  called.  He  was  examined  by 
Mr.  BoUand.  I  am  a  wine  merchant ;  I  know  Mr. 
Tetsall,  Thomas  Thurtell,  and  the  prisoners.  On 
Friday,  the  24th  of  October,  I  dined  with  them  at 
Tetsall's;  Probert  borrowed  some  money  of  Mr. 
tf  etsall,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  it  over  to  John 
Thurtell.  John  Thurtell  went  away  in  a  gig ;  it  was 
an  iron  grey  horse ;  he  was  alone ;  Hunt  and  Mr. 
Probert  also  went  away  in  Probert's  gig;  I  saw 
some  of  them  again  on  the  Saturday  morning,  at 
TetsalPs ;  I  saw  Johi^  Thurtell,  Hunt,  and  Thomas 
Thurtell ;  I  went  down  to  my  brother-in-law's  cot- 
tage on  Sunday  ;  I  walked,  and  the  two  Thurtells 
and  Hunt  overtook  me  in  a  gig ;  John  Thurtell 
alighted,  and  walked  with  me ;  Thomas  Thurtell  went 
on  with  Hunt.  I  was  afterwards  met  by  Thomas 
Thurtell  in  a  gig  at  Brockley  Hill.  He  came  to  i|^t 
us  in  a  gig.  On  the  Sunday  evening  in  question,  at 
Gill's  Hill,  cards  were  introduced.  John  Thurtell, 
Thomas  Thurtell,  Hunt,  and  myself  played  at  Whist. 
Probert  went  out.  We  did  not  play  the  game  out. 
Probert  was  absent  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  On  ^at 
night  Thurtell  and  Hunt  sat  up.  I  left  the  cotta|;0 
on  Monday,  after  two  •  my  sister  and  John  Tliur- 
tell  were  of  the  party.  The  others  went  away  in  the 
inonung. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Chitty.  When  they  play- 
ed cards  on  the  Sunday,  John  Thurtell  threw  the 
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curds  up,  and  said  he  cotild  not  play  such  cards, 
they  ran  cross.  There  was  nothing  said  about  Ihe 
diildren. 

MISS  ANNE  NOYES 

was  then  called  and  examined  by  Mr.  Broderick* 
%e  was  at  first  a  good  deal  agitated,  and  was  accom- 
modated with  a  chair. 

I  was  at  Probert's  cottage  on  Friday  the  2ith  of 
October. — About  eight  o'clock  I  heard  a  gig  pass- 
ing. I  heard  a  ring  at  the  bell  about  half-past  nine ; 
daring  the  evening  John  Thurtell,  Hunt^  and  Pro- 
bert  came  into  the  room  ;  Thurtell  had  a  black 
coat  on.  I  knew  that  Probert  had  a  white  hat, 
which  was  kept  in  the  hall.  None  of  the  three 
had  a  white  hat  that  evening.  They  had  a  little 
brandy,  and  I  rather  think  that  John  ThurteH  pro 
posed  to  go  to  Mr.  Nicholls's  to  ask  for  a  day** 
shooting.  .They  all  went,  and  returned  about  eleven ; 
when  they  came  back,  they  mowtianed  that  Mf. 
NicUolk  was  not  at  home.  They  had  supper;  I 
did  not  sup  with  them.  I  saw  a  gold  watch  that 
Thurtell  had;  he  took  it  out  of  his  pocket;  it 
had  a  chain.  It  was  a  huntii^  ,watch.  ThurteH 
took  the  chain  off,  and  gave  it  to  Mrs.  Probert; 
he  proposed  that  Probert  should  give'  it  to  her 
first;  but  on  Probert  declining,  he  put  it  round 
htJRtck  himself.  The  chain  produced  she  believed 
to  be  the  same  ;  there  was  some  singing  that  night ; 
Hunt  sung;  soon  after  I  went  to  bed.  I  did 
not  come  down  the  next  morning  till  after  break- 
fast. I  saw  Hunt  and  Thurtell  go  out  at  h^lf-past 
nine.  On  the  Sunday  morning,  John  ThurteH, 
lliomas  Thurtell,  and  Hunt  came  down.  I  believe 
Hunt's  dress  was  changed  after  he  came  to  our 
house.  Wien  the  dress  was  changed*  he  had  on  a 
black  coat  and  waistcoat,  and,  I  rather  tilidnk,  H^ 
white  handkerchief,  John  Thurtell  said,  "  How 
Stuart  Himt  is  dresi^d  to  day."    Hunt  had  rather  dark 
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whislGefs.  Doriog  (he  day  Hie  word  '*  Tarpiii*'  was 
wed.  John  Thurfeell  said  that  Piobert  would  not 
do  for  a  Turpin.  There  were  cards  played  that 
erening.  I  saw  Mr.  Heward  on  Sunday.  Pro* 
bert  went  out  on  the  Sunday  evening.  I  went 
up  with  Thurtell  the  next  day.  I  saw  a  knire  in 
John  Thurtell*8  possession. 

The  knife  produced  by  the  constable  was  handed  to 
the  witness :  it  was  the  one  found  in  the  lane. 

Examination  continued.  The  knife  she  saw  with 
John  Thurtell  was  very  like  this. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Andrews.  I  slept  in  a 
room  very  near  where  Probert  slept ;  I  did.not  hear 
him  get  him  get  up  that  morning  ;  I  have  seen  Mr. 
Probert  in  a  white  hat  and  a  black  hat ;  the  hall 
was  the  passage  leading  into  the  parlour  from  the 
kitchen ;  I  did  not  see  Probert  go  out  on  the  Satur^' 
day ;  John  Thurtell  had  been  often  at  the  cottage 
before ;  he  slept  there  several  times,  and  did  not 
always  sleep  on  the  sofa ;  I  can  swear  he^  once  slept 
.  nearly  a  week  at  the  cottage ;  he  slept  alone. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Thessiger.  I  was  present 
when  Hunt  was  introduced  to  Mrs.  Probert ;  Pro- 
bert did  not  say  he  was  tiie  singer  he  had  often  talked 
about ;  Probert  did  say  that  Hunt  was  a  good  singer. 
This  was  before  he  sung  after  sQ{^er.  Mrs.  Probert 
said  he  was  not  so  good  a  one  as,  from  the  reports 
she  had  heard^  she  expected  to  find  him. 

CHARLES  TETSALL,  examined  by  Mr.^jlbl- 
land. — I  keep  tiie  Coach  and  Horses,  in  Conduit- 
street  Since  the  21st  of  October,  Probert,  Hunt, 
and  Thurtell  have  frequented  my  house.  I  recollect 
fliat  00  the  aith  of  October  the  two  Thurtells,  Hunt, 
jmd  Probert  dined  at  my  house.  Probert,  then 
Mked  OBie  to  lend  him  five  pounds.  I  don't  know 
what  be  did  with  it.  I  did  not  see  them  go  away, 
and  don't  know  wb^i  they  did  go. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Thessiger.  .The  two 
Thurtells  were  introduced  to  me  by  Probert,  who  told 
me  tbat  they  were  anxious  to  keep  out  of  the  way. 
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Re*exainined.  Hunt's  whiskers  about  the  2l8t 
were  very  large.  I  observed  that  on  the  Monday 
after  the  24th  they  were  shaved  off.  On  the  Sunday 
after  the  Friday  of  the  murder,  I  observed  Hunt  and 
Thurtell  at  my  house.  John  Thurteli  was  dressed 
in  leather  breeches,  long  gaiters,  and  drab  waist- 
coat. He  went,  with  his  shirt  neck  open,  across 
the  street  to  get  shaved.  I  never  saw  him  in  those 
clothes  before.  At  that  time  Hunt  was  with  him  ; 
he  was  dressed  in  black  and  very  indifferently.  They 
went  away  about  half-past  ten'.  I  put  into  the  gig 
in  which  they  went,  a  piece  of  beef.  I  saw  a  shovel 
in  the  gig. 

By  Mr.  Thessiger.  If  Probert  swore  that  he  did 
not  introduce  the  Thurtells  to  me,  he  swore  falsely, 
for  he  repeatedly  applied  to  me  to  become  a  bonds* 
man  for  diem. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  observed,  that  Probert  had  not 
sworn  as  the  learned  counsel  seemed,  from  his  cross- 
examination,  to  suppose. 

WILLIAM  REXWORTHY,  examined  by  Mr. 
Bolland.  I  knew  Weare  for  about  sixteen  years. 
I  always  considered  him  a  man  of  property.  I  have 
seen  him  repeatedly  put  his  hand  to  Iris  flannel  shirt, 
and  take  out  large  sums  of  money.  I  believe  that  he 
usually  kept  his  money  next  to  his  skin.  I  have  seea 
Thurtell,  Hunt,  and  Weare  together.  I  saw  them 
together  about  ten  days  before  the  murder.  The  last 
tflib  I  saw  them  together  was  on  the  Thursday  be- 
fore the  Friday  of  the  murder,  about  nine  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  in  my  own  house.  I  did  not  hear  any 
thing  pass  between  them»  as  I  l^ft  the  room  on  their 
entering  into  conversation.  On  the  morning  of  the 
Friday  Mr.  Weare  called  on  tne  between  one  and 
two  o*clock ;  I  saw  him.  After  some  conversation 
he  left  me.     I  did  not  see  him  any  more  that  day. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Andrews,  My  rooms  are 
much  frequented  between  eleven  and  six  o'clock  in 
the  day.  I  saw  the  body  of  Mr.  Weare  when  it 
was  taken  from  the  pond,  when  it  was  in  the  saok» 
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Bnd  when  it  was  in  the  coffin.     I  saw  it  before  it  was 
re-buried. 

By  Mr.  Bolland.  I  know  this  knife.  I  saw  it  in 
Weare's  hands  on  the  day  be  was  supposed  to  be 
murdered. 

By  Mr.  Andrews.  I  had  this  knife  in  my  pos- 
^session  for  a  month,  in  consequence  of  Weare's  leav- 
ing it  in  my  room.  I  know  it  from  a  mark  on  the 
handle.  I  swear  to  it  from  that  mark  and  by  the 
wear.     It  is  a  remarkable  knife. 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Bolland*  I  have  seen  Mr. 
Weare  play  at  billiards  about  twenty  times  during 
the  time  that  I  have  known  him. 

By  the  Judge.  I  saw  the  legs  when  the  body  was 
taken  out  of  the  water;  they  were  naked.  I  saw 
tlie  body  laid  out  naked  at  the  Artichoke. 

MARY  MOLONEY  examined  by  Mr.  Broderick. 
I  was  laundress  to  the  late  Mr«  Weare;  he  lived  at 
No. "2,  Lyon's-inn.  I  was  in  his  rooms  on  Friday^ 
the  24th  of  October ;  I  saw  his  clothes  and  linen  on 
the  drawers ;  Mr.  Weare  put  them  in  his  carpet-bag. 
f  A  bag  was  shewn  to  witness.]  That  was  Mr. 
Weare*s  carpet-bag.  There  were  five  linen  shirts, 
six  pair  of  socks,  a  shooting-jacket  and  leggings,  a  pair 
of  breeches,  a  pair  of  laced-up  boots,  a  pair  of  Wel- 
lington boots,  and  a  backgammon  board  and  things 
in  it,  put  into  the  bag. 

A  backgammon  board  was  here  shewn  to  wit- 
ness. • 

That  is  the  board,  and  these  are  the  things  that 
were  in  it.  I  saw  Mr.  Weare  put  it  in  himself.  He 
dined  at  his  chambers ;  he  had  two  chops  between 
two  and  three  o'clock.  I  did  not  expect  him  home 
tiiat  night ;  he  said  he  was  going  out  of  town ;  he 
was  expected  back  on  the  Tuesday  following ;  about 
three  o  clock  I  got  a  hackney-coach  for  him  from 
the  Strand,  at  the  Spotted  Dog,  in  the  Strand;  it 
came  \xp  Holy  well-street,  with  the  horses'  heads  to- 
wards Charing-cross,  by  his  orders ;  he  went  away 
about  three  o  clock,  or  a  quarter  after ;  a  carpet* 
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bag,  a  douUe-barrelled  giin  ki  4  CMe,  and  a  box 
were  put  into  the  coach ;  Mr.  Weare  bad  a  boff 
waistooat,  and  a  new  oli?e-coloured  coat  on;  be 
puHed  his  watch  out  before  he  went ;  I  knew  it,  I 
had  seen  it  before ;  it  was  a  gold  watch  with  a  gold 
chain  [here  a  chain  was  shewn  to  witness],  it  was  ex- 
actly like  this ;  [a  knife  was  shewn  to  witness]  tius  is 
Mr.  Weare's  knife ;  the  watch  had  a  double  case,  and 
was  worked ;  he  also  wore  a  steel  ohain  round  the 
neck  to  secure  it ;  the  coach  drove  off  towards  Cha» 
ring-cross. 

Here  the  shooting-jacket,  waistcoat,  shirts,  &C.9 
were  identified  by  witness. 

THOMAS  CAVE  examined  by  Mr.  Bolland.  I 
drove  a  hackney  chariot  for  Mr.  Beckett,  in  Octo- 
ber last,  for  three  weeks.  I  reooUect  taking  up  a 
gentleman  at  Lyon*s-inn  in  that  month.  I  did  not 
take  up  more  than  one  gentleman  there  in  that  month. 
I  was  called  from  the  Spotted  Dog  by  a  young*  wo- 
man. I  drove  by  her  desire  to  Lyon's-inn.  A 
shortish  gentleman  got  in  there.  ^  A  carpet-bag  and 
a  gun  were  put  into  the  carriage.  The  gentieman 
put  in  the  gun,  and  the  girl  the  bag.  *  I  remember 
the  week  when  this  murder  was  oomraitted.  I  esn- 
not  say  whether  it  was  in  that  week,  but  it  was  about 
that  time.  I  drove  to  Charing-cross,  and  from  that 
place  to  Maddox-street,  where  the  gentleman  got  out. 
He  got  in  again,  and  he  then  ordered  me  to  drive  up 
Welbeck-street  to  the  New-road,  and  along  it  to 
Cumberland  street.  He  then  got  out  again.  He 
came  back'  to  me  with  a  tidl  gentleman  in  a  rough 
coat.  He  paid  me  the  fare,  and  took  out  his  things. 
The  two  gentlemen  went  down  Cumberland-street. 
It  Mas  then  about  half-past  four.  Some  of  the  lasnps 
were  lighted,  some  not,  for  it  was  still  day-light. 

THOMAS  WILSON,  examined  by  Mr.  Brode- 
rick.     I  am  a  horse  patrol.    I  was  on  the  Edge* 
Ware-road  on  the  24th  of  October.     I  do  not  know- 
John  Thurtell.     I  met  two  persons  in  a  gig  drawn 
by  a  roan  grey,  between  the  dth  and  0th  milestone 
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froih  TPybum.  They  were  drivmg  at  a  very  fdriotis 
rite.  I  should  know  fbe  horse  again,  though  not  the 
men.  I  pointed  out  the  horse  in  Mr.  Probatt^s  stable ; 
it^had  a  very  white  face. 

*  Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Andrews.  The  gig  passedf 
me  quickly.  It  was  about  half-past  six  or  sevei^,  but 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  it  well.  I  described 
the  horse  as  a  roan  grey  to  Mr.  Clutterbuck,  Mr. 
Stafford  y  the  clerk  at  Bow-street,  and  the  gentlemen 
in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office.  I  observed  the 
gig ;  it  was  of  a  dark  colour,  bat  I  cannot  say  what 
colour.  I  knew  that  the  horse  which  I  saw  was  one 
ithich  I  was  going  to  identify,  I  always  said  it  was 
a  roan  horse,  and  not  an  iron  grey. 

JAMES  SHEPHERD,  called,  and  examined  by 
Mr.  Broderick.  I  am  an  ostler  to  Mr.  Cross's 
stables,  Whitcomb-street ;  the  prisoner  Hunt  came  to 
hire  a  gig  on  a  Friday — Ae  Friday  before  I  heard  of 
Mr.  Weare's  murder ;  it  was  a  daik  green  gig ;  Hunt 
said  it  was  going  to  Dartford ;  it  was  a  roan  horse, 
with  a  whiter  face  than  the  body ;  I  saw  the  horse 
to-day ;  it  is  the  same  I  saw  on  the  Friday  and 
Saturday  in  October ;  ft  is  Mr.  Probatt's,  the  livery- 
stable  keeper.  Hunt  asked  for  a  sack,  and  where  he 
could  get  one  ?  I  told  him,  as  he  was  going  to  Dart- 
fordj  he  would  get  one  by  Westminster  Bridge  ;  the 
gig  he  only  hired  from  him,  and  the  horse  from  Pro- 
batt ;  he  came  back  on  tibe  Saturday,  but  he  hired 
no  gig  on  the  Sunday. 

STEPHEN  MARCH,  examined  by  Mr.  Bolland. 
I  Kved  as  ostler  to  Mr.  Probatt,  the  livery-stable 
keeper  at  Charing-cross ;  I  know  Himt  the  prisoner ; 
T  see  him  now  ;  he  hired  the  horse  on  a  Friday,  three 
dnys  before  I  heard  of  Mr.  Weare's  murder :  the 
hor^  was  a  dark  roan ;  it  was  to  go  to  Dartford.  I 
took  Ijie  horse  to  Cross's  livery  stables ;  it  .was  to  be 
pAt  to  a  gig.  I  hired  him  another  on  a  Sunday,  a^ 
Kay  horse,  and  yellow  gig.  Hunt  did  not  say  where 
it  was  going ;  he  brou^  it  back  on  Monday,  about 
twelve  o'clock;  he  sud  be  should  want  one  about 
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half^past  three  in  the  afternoon ;  he  asked  for  the 
same  horse— rthe  roan  that  he  had  on  the  Friday.  He 
went  away  in  the  yellow  gig  about  half-past  three,. 
He  returned  about  half-past  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  I  looked  at  the  gig,  and  found  it  and  the  horse 
very  dirty ;  there  was  a  little  blood  at  the  bottom  o£ 
the  gig ;  the  horse  was  a  good  deal  distressed,  and 
the  thong  of  the  whip  was  three  parts  unravelled. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Andrews.  These  giga 
were  all  brought  back  by  Hunt.  • 

BENJAMIN  COXWELL.  I  am  shopman  to 
Mr.  Bow,  Pawnbroker,  High-street,  MaryJe-bone; 
I  sold  a  pair  of  pistols,  similar  to  those  presented  to 
me,  on  the  24th  of  October  last ;  I  sold  also  a  key 
and  a  mould ;  I  sold  them  to  two  strangers.  One 
was  tall  and  the  other  short ;  I  asked  1/.  17^.  for 
them,  and  received  1/.  15^.  I  should  not  know  the 
persons  again. 

JOHN  BUTLER.  I  am  ostler  at  the  Bald-faced 
£tag,  half  a  mile  from  Edgeware,  on  the  London 
road.  On  Friday  night,  the  24th  of  October,  between 
siK  and  seven,  Mr.  Probert  came  to  the  house  in  a 
horse  and  chaise ;  he  stopped  a  very  few  minutes,  and 
went  on  towards  Edgeware^ 

WILLIAM  CLARKE,  examined  by  Mr.  Bolland. 
I  was  landlord  of  the  White  Lion,  at  Edgeware,  and 
know  J.  Thurtell,  whom  I  saw  about  twenty  or  thirty 
yards  beyond  the  nine  mile-stone  on  the  Edgeware* 
road ;  he  was  then  driving  very  hard  at  the  wrong 
side  of  the  road,  and  he  called  out — [Here  the  .witness 
used  the  ejaculation  of  whip-men  who  want  to  avoid 
contact  on  the  road.]  I  heard  his  voice  in  this  man- 
ner, and  his  horse  was  light  faced :  a  short  man 
^as  in  the  gig  with  him.  On  my  return  to  my 
own  house,  I  met  Probert  and  Hunt,  with  a  ff/g 
and  a  brown  horse,  at  my  own  door.  They  nad 
some  brandy  and  water,  and  we  began  to  tdlk  of 
Thurtell's  private  business. 

Mr.  BoUand.  That's  enough,  don't  say  ^hat  that 
business  was. 


Witness  resumdL  Hunt  alighted  at  ihat  tine,  aid 
toak  some  bratady  at  my  bar;  he  also  took  out  a 
newspaper,  and,  talking  of  ThnrtdU  said,.  ^  JLook  at 
that/'  They  then  went  away.  On  the  Sunday  after, . 
I  met  Mr.  John  Tfaurtell  walking  wiA  Mr.  Noyes« 
He  looked  ill ;  I  remarked  it,  and  be  hinted  that  it 
was  owing  to  the  want  of  bail  in  the  bankruptcy 
Easiness.  Hunt  had  large  whiskers  on  when  I  m^ 
him  on  the  24th  of  October,  but  he  had  diaved  them 
off  before  he  was  taken. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr«  Andrews.  It  was  nearly 
^ark  at  the  time ;  I  only  saw  one  coach  with  the 
lamps  lighted.  I  observed  the  chaise  in  which  TTinr-* 
tell  was,  merely  because  of  its  being  on  the  wrong 
side  of  the  road.  It  was  between  the  quarter  and 
twenty  minutes  past  seven  o'clock  when  I  met  Pro* 
bert's  gig,  and  they  stopped  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

DAVID  WHITE,  the  son  of  a  corn-chandler  at 
Eldgeware,  examined  by  Mr.  Broderick,  said,  I  re* 
ipember  Probert  coming  to  my  father  s  house  at  seven 
o'clock,  on  the  evening  of  the  Sith  of  October,  and 
purchasing  some  beans  and  oats. 

Cross-examined.  He  did  not  seem  to  he  in  a  hurry 
to  get  away. 

STEPHEN  PROBATT,  examined  by  Mr.  Bro- 
derick. I  keep  the  White-lion  Inii  at  Cbaring-^ross. 
The  prisoner  Hunt  borrowed  a  horse  from  my  son  ou 
the  21th  of  October,  and  had  a  bay  horse  on  the 
Sunday ;  but  the  horse  which  he  borrowed  on  the 
Friday  was  a  roan  horse,  and  he  had  it  again  on 
Monday.  Ou  the  Monday  I  changed  a  61.  jaote^^ir. 
Hunt,  for  the  hire  of  the  horse  and  gig,  for  whieh  he 
paid  11  5^.  A  Mr.  Reece  was  in  my  coifee<room ; 
he  remarked,  that  he  was  a  snug  sort  of  a  man,  -  and 
ought  to  get  a  knock  in  the  head.  Hunt  afterwards 
pulled  out  a  pistol,  and  said,  *'  This  is  a  good  fellow 
to  do  business.'"  [Here  a  pistol  was  produced.]  I 
cannot  say  that  that  was  the  pistol.  The  roan  horsp 
was  now  in  Hertford,  and  had  conspicuously  a  white 
face. 
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Cro88*exainiued  by  Mr.  Thessiger.  The  conver- 
sation took  place  on  the  Saturday ;  the  horse  had  a 
white  face ;  it  mig^t  be  in  a  joking  sort  of  way  that 
Hont  spoke  of  Mr.  Reece. 

ROBERT  FIELD  was  agaiu  produced.  I 
knew  Probert.  before  October  last ;  he  came  to  my 
house,  in  a  one*horse  chaise,  with  another  person ; 
the  stranger  was  nearly  the  size  of  the  prisoner  Hunt ; 
they  had  five  glasses  of  brandy  in  the  gig ;  Probert 
said  Hunt  could  sing ;  he  did  not  sing,  tliough  asked 
even  for  a  verse ;  they  stopped  a  half  hour,  or  thirty- 
five  minutes.  Probert*s  horse  was  a  good  one.  My 
house  is  about  two  hundred  yards  from  Elstree;  I 
saw  the  singing  man  on  Monday,  he  was  with  another 
man ;  that  man  was  the  prisoner,  John  Thurtell ;  they 
came  to  my  house  at  half-past  five  on  the  Monday  ; 
they  remained  a  quarter  of  an  hour  smoking  a  pipe  ; 
the  horse  was  put  to  the  gig  near  half  an  hour ;  I  saw 
Hunt  on  the  Tuesday  at  half-past  three ;  he  came  from 
the  direction  of  London ;  I  gave  the  cofistable  a  sack 
and  shirt  on  the  5th  of  November,  which  were  in  my 
possession  from  the  time  of  the  inquest. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Piatt.  I  knew  the  hour 
they  were  at  my  house,  from  people,  who  were  alsa 
there,  breaking  up  early.  By  my  watch  it  was  eleven 
minutes  before  nine.  After  five  o'clock  two  coaches 
go  down  of  an  evening  to  that  part  of  the  country, 
one  from  Smithfield,  and  the  other  from  Holborn. 

SOPHIA  FIELD,  and  the  ostler's  names,  were 
on  the  back  of  the  bill,  but  the  prisoner's  counsel 
having  no  wish  they  shodd  be  called,  they  were  not 
put  into  the  box. 

RICHARD  BINGHAM,  ostler  at  the  White 
Lion,  Edgware,  examined  by  Mr.  Broderick.  On 
the  evening  of  the  24th  October  last,  about  seyen 
o'clock,  a  gig  stopped  at  the  White  Lion,  at  Edg- 
ware, with  two  gentlemen  in  it ;  one  was  short,  and 
the  other  was  tall ;  the  short  man  had  large  dark 
whiskers  with  a  sallow  complexion ;  he  was  rather 
high  in  the  cheek  bones,  and  about,  thirty-four  or 
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tbirty.fi?e  years  old.  They  had  a  glass  of  rum  and 
water.  The  tall  gentleman  had  a  light^oloured 
great  coat;  the  short,  a  dark  one.  They  had  a  bald- 
face  horse  ;  my  master  is  Mr.  Clarke,  who  had  just 
then  come  home ;  another  gig  came  up,  but  I  do  not 
know  who  were  in  it. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Andrews.  The  first  gig 
had  time  to  get  on  a  mile  or  two  before  the  other 
came  up.  It  was  a  dark  night.  Whilst  the  first  gig 
was  there,  I  was  baitiiig  tihe  horse;  neither  of  the 
men  got  out  of  the  gig. 

MARY  M ALONEY  said,  the  description  given 
of  the  short  person,'  corresponded  with  that  of  Mr. 
W^earc  * 

JAMES  FREEMAN,  examined  by  Mr.  Bro- 
derick.  I  am  a  labourer,  living  at  a  place  called 
**  The  Polly,''  near  Gill's-hill  cottage.  I  had  occa- 
sion to  go  out  on  the  28th  of  October,  into  the  Gill's- 
hill-lane,  about  eight  o'clock,  to  meet  my  wife  and 
take  her  home ;  I  had  a  gate  to  go  through  from  my 
house ;  the  gate  was  about  thirty  poles  from  Pro-^ 
bert's  cottage ;  when  I  got  into  the  lane,  I  saw  two 
gentlemen  in  a  gig,  going  from  Probert's  cottage  to-* 
wards  Batler's-green.  I  heard  the  gig  before  I  saw 
it,  coming  in  a  direction  from  Radlett,  which  would 
be  past  Probert's  cottage.  It  stopped  at  an  elbow  of 
the  lane,  and  one  of  the  gentlemen  got  out.  I  spoke 
to  one  of  them.  The  horse  had  a  very  white  face.  I 
have  seen  the  horse  in  this  town  ;  it  was  shewn  to 
me  by  Probert.  I  am  sure  that  is  the  very  same 
horse  I  saw  in  the  lane  that  night.  When  I  left  my 
cottage,  the  moon  was  not  up,  but  it  was  a  star-light 
night.  The  moon  rose  afterwards,  between  eight 
and  oine. .  I  did  not  see  enough  of  either  of  the  men 
to  be  able  to  identify  them.  The  one  who  jumped 
out  had  a  light  long  great  coat  on.  I  afterwards 
met  my  wife,  and  we  went  home  together. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Piatt.  I  shpuld  not  know 
^®  gig  again.  I  could  not  tell  the  colour  of  it.  It 
was  not  a  yellow  gig. 

2  B  2 


PHILIP  SltlTrH,  eKsmned  ify  Mr.  Broderidr. 
I  am  a  farmer»  living  at  Aldenbam*  On  the  %Mi  of 
October  I  was  oa  a  visit  at  Mr.  Charles  NichoHsV 
at  Batler*s-green ;  I  left  Mr.  NfcholIs'$  about  ten 
minutes  before  eight  o^clock;  I  had  mjr  wife  and 
child  with  me ;  my,  wife  and  child  were  in  a  donkey 
chaise,  and  I  was  walking ;  I  was  going  to  a  place 
called  High  Cross ;  I  passed  the  comer  of  a  lane 
leading  to  Gill's  Hill ;  I  know  the  spot  where  a  per- 
son was  supposed  to  be  killed ;  in  crossing  the  road 
that  night>  the  .nearest  part  I  went  to  the  spot  was- 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards ;  in  going  along  I 
heard  the  wheels  of  some  sort  of  a  carriage,  and  then 
the  report  of  a  pistol  or  a  gun.  This  attracted  my 
attention,  and  I  remarked  upon  it  to  my  wife.  In 
about  a  minute  or  two  afterwards  I  heard  groaning. 
I  then  stopped  the  donkey-chaise.  The  groaning 
lasted  about  a  minute  or  two.  I  did  not  go  up  te 
the  spot  from  whence  the  sound  proceeded,  as.n^ 
wife  was  alarmed. 

Cross-examined*  I  was  abput  §50  yards  from  tijte 
spot  where  the  supposed  murder  took  place,  at  the 
time  I  heard  the  report.     I  was  behind  the  chaise. 

Mrs.  smith,  wife  of  the  last  witness,  and  the 
nurse,  were  then  tendered,  but  not  called,  as  their 
evidence  went  to  the  same  facts. 

RICHARD  ADDIS,  examined  by  Mr.  BoIIand. 
I  lived  as  servant  with  Probert  of  Gill's-hilMane, 
on  the  24th  of  October  last.  He  had  a  horse  and 
gig.  He  had  the  horse  two  months  before  the  244h 
of  October.  It  was  a  bay  horse,  of  great  power. 
On  the  24th  of  October,  I  heard  the  wheels  of  a  gijg 
pass  ttie  cottage,  at  about  a  quarter  aftor  eight  in  the 
.evening ; .  I  thought  it  was  my  master,  but  <he  gig 
passed  on..  About  nine  o'clock,  there  was  a  ring 
to  the  bell,  whidi  I  answered.  I  found  John 
ThurteU  at  the  gate ;  he  desired  me  to  take.charge 
of  a  horse  snd  gig,  I  observed  tiie  horse,  which  I 
have  since  seen ;  it  was  an  iron-gray  horse.  From 
the  position  in  which  t^  horse  stood,  I  judged  that 
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tiie  gig  cMiie  from  Bader^s-green.     Afttr  giving  me 
tile  gig,  Thurtell  8ai<)»  he  wotald  walk  iiM  stHVe 
to  meet  Ptobert.     I  saw  hka  on  his  retorn,  after 
tiorhig  walked  in  seavdi  of  my  master.    I  was  just 
going  to  throw  a  eloth  over  the  horse,  and  he  told 
me  not  to  mind  it  for  a  while,    i  saw  a  gun  poked 
oat  on  «ach  side  of  the  gig/  under  the  leather.    On 
tfie  Saturday  morning,  I  lifted  up  a  bag,  which  was 
on  the  firound.     It  was  a  carpet-bcig.     I  also  saw  a 
box  in  me  parlour.    [Here  the  articles  were  identified 
by  tiiewttness.3  ^Mr.  Thurtell  desired  me  to  take  the 
box  out  of  the  parlour,   and  place  it  in  the  gig. 
Thurtell  was  dressed  in  a  light  grey  coat.     In  about 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  my  master  returned.     He 
was  accompanied  by  Thurtell  and  Hunt,  who  were  in 
^  gig-     My  master  bung  behind  it.    I  observed  some 
^ote  of  blood  on  John  Tburtell's  great  coat.     I  am 
confident  he  had  a  sponge  on  the  Friday  night,  and 
that  he  was  sponging  his  coat.     I  think  it  was  after 
supper,    'thurtell  went  out  and  got  the  sponge,  and 
then  asked  whether  there  was  any  water.    He  dabbled 
about  with  the  sponge  in  the  water.     My  master 
came  to  me  at  the  stable,  and  asked  for  the  lantern* 
Hunt,  Thurtell,  and  my  master  then  went  out.    They 
took  the  direction  of  Batler's-green.    My  master 
said  he  was  going  to  Mr.  NichpIIss.    They  returned 
in  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour.    I  heard  one  of 
them  as  they  passed  tell  Susan  to  dress  the  pork- 
chops.     I  then  went  into  the  stable  to  do  up  the 
horses.    John  Thurtell  and  Hunt  came  t<fi  me  there. 
I  believe  John  Thurtell  w;as  employed  brushing  his 
coat     They  remained  a  ^ort  time,  and  seemed  to 
go  into  the  house.     I  then  rubbed  down  the  horses, 
and  went  into  the  kitchen.     Probert  came  there  to 
look  for  a  bottle  of  rum,  which  was  kept  in  a  large 
safe.    I  went  into  the  parlour  by  order  of  my  master, 
to  ask  what  o^clock  it  was,  and  Thurtell  produced 
a  wateh  without  a  chain.    Mrs.  Probert  said,  )t  was 
awkward  to  have  a  watch  without  a  chain.     I  got  to 
bed  at  twdve  o^cUdk.    1  rose  on  Siaturday  tfiioimng 
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about  six  o'clock,  to  look  after  the  horse  and  fetch 
up  the  cow.  ^Vhen  I  fetched  up  the  cow,  I  saw 
Hunt  and  Probert  in  the  kitchen.  Hunt  was  spengins 
John  Thurtell's  coat  on  the  table.  The  coat  appeared 
to  be  spotted  all  over.  I  cleaned  their  boots,  which 
were  covered  with  fresh  dirt.  My  master  was  walk* 
ing  about  the  garden  in  low  spirits.  On  Sunday 
morning  I  saw  Hunt  after  he  had  come  down.  He 
was  in  dark-coloured  clothes ;  went  up  stairs,  and 
dressed  himself.  He  seemed  very  decent.  I  saw  Mr. 
Noyes  on  Sunday.  I  was  sent  on  Sunday  afternoon 
to  NichollsV,  with  a  message.  I  saw  some  blood  in 
Gill's-hill-Iane— -a  good  deal.  I  went  inconsequence 
of  what  I  had  heard.  On  Monday  morning,  by 
Probert's  directions,  I  went  to  London  along  with 
Mr.  Thomas  Thurtell.  It  was  in  the  gig;  and 
Hunt  was  with  us.  Having  put  John  Thurtell  down, 
we  went  to  Tetsall's,  where  we  stayed  some  time.  I 
had  nothing  to  do  in  London. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Andrews. — ^I  had  been 
often  put  up  and  down  Giirs-hill-lane.  It  is  so  nar- 
row, tiiat  it  is  almost  impossible  for  a  carriage  or  even 
&  gig  to  turn.  There  is  a  heap  of  mud  in  the  corner^ 
and  that  is  the  only  place  you  can  turn  round  in.  In 
going  to  Batler's-green,  I  don't  know  that  we  must 
have  passed  Mr.  Nicholls*s  house.  When  I  came  to 
Probert*s  gate,  the  horse's  head  was  as  if  it  came 
from  Batler's*green.  We  must  have  passed  very 
near,  within  200  or  300  yards  of  Nicholls's  house, 
before  we  could  turn.  Between  Nicholls's  house, 
and  where  the  road  turns  off,  there  is  a  good  bit  of 
f  oad — ^a  smartish  bit.  To  turn  round,  we  most  have 
gone  thereabouts.  I  have  been  asked  by  different 
persons  five  or  six  times  about  the  sponging.  I  al- 
ways said  I  could  not  be  sure  of  it.  I  cannot  exactly 
say,  but  I  think  it  was  about  seven  o'clock  on  Satur- 
day morning  that  I  saw  Probert  first  I  don't  know 
of  my  master's  going  out  early  on  that  morning  at 
all.  I  had  known  Thurtell  to  sleep  one  or  two 
nights  on  the  sofa  in  the  parlour,  before  the  Friday. 
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Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Thessiger.  It  was  Pro- 
bert  who  told  me  to  go  to  town  with  Mr.  ThurtelL 
He  said  he  had  no  occasion  any  more  for  me,  and  that 
Thurtell  would  provide  me  with  a  situation. 

By  the  Court  I  knew  all  about  the  ^ooms  of  the 
house,  and  I  can  say  where  persons  slept  in  it  It 
was  about  a  fortnight  before,  that  John  Thurtell  had 
been  there,  and  then  he  had  a  bed  there. 

SUSAN  WOODROFFE  having  been  caUed  and 
sworn,  Mr.  Broderick  was  proceeding  to  examine 
her,  when,  it  now  being  about  nine  o'clock, 

Mr.  Justice  Park  interposed  and  addressed  the 
Jury.  In  the  suggestion  he  was  to  make,  he  consi- 
dered not  his  own  convenience,  but  that  of  the  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  Jury.  By  the  Law  of  England,  he  was 
not  allowed  to  discharge  the  Jury  in  criminal  cases, 
and  he  was  not  enabled  to  allow  them  to  return  to 
their  families  until  the  case  was  finished.  He  was 
obliged  to  keep  them  together,  though,  no  doubt, 
proper  accommodation  would  be  afforded  them.  But 
he  was,  for  himself,  perfectly  willing  to  go  on  to 
finish  tiie  case  before  tiiey  separated.  If,  however, 
it  was  more  convenient  and  agreeable  to  the  Jury  to 
retire  to  what  he  hoped  would  be  their  night's  rest, 
he  had  no  doubt  they  would  be  furnished  with  proper 
accommodation.  He  (the  Judge)  had  no  personal 
wish  on  the  subject.  He  had  been  accustomed  to 
bear  fatigue  of  ^is  kind,  and  he  was  willing  to  bear 
it  The  Foreman  would  consult  with  his  brethren, 
and  collect  their  wishes  before  they  proceeded  to  the 
examination  of  another  witness. 

After  a  short  consultation,  the  Foreman  said,  the 
Jury  thought  that  if  they  could  be  allowed  to  retire 
for  an  hour,  to  take  refreshment,  they  could  procee|d 
with  the  trial. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  I  have  made  up  my  mind 
never  to  agree  to  the  practice  of  retiring.  Within 
my  experience,  when  I  was  a  young  man,  I  have  seen 
so  many  examples  of  fatal  results  from  this  practice 


to  Hhe  prisoners,  astd  to  the  endu  of  jurtioe,  #tat  - 1 
must  resist  the  proposition. 

A  Juryman  soggested,  that  if  fhey  hud  Mine  re« 
freshment  in  the  box  fbey  might  proeted. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  To  that  I  have  not  the  least 
objection.  The  Sheriff  wiR,  no  doubt,  attend  to  ywst 
wants,  and  in  the  meantime  we  will  proceed  witb 
witness. 

JOHN  HARRINGTON,  examined  by  Mr. 
Boilanil.  I  am  a  labourer,  living  at  Aldenham  ;  and 
was  at  work  with  a  man  named  Richard  Hunt,  in 
Oiirshill-lane,  on  Saturday  morning  after  the  mur- 
der. I  went  to  work  about  six,  and  about  ten  mi«- 
nutes  after  six  two  gentlemen  passed  me ;  I  shMkl 
know  one  of  them  again. 

Mr.  Bolland, — directing  the  attention  of  the  witness 
to  the  dock,-'— Is  either  of  tiiose  persons  the  gentle* 
man  to  whom  you  alhide  ? 

Witness, — ^indicating  the  prisoner  ^Thurtell, — Yes, 
that  is  one  of  them.  He  was  tiie  tall  one.  The 
other  was  a  short  gentleman,  pale,  rather  stout,  and 
vrith  light  whiskers ;  he  also  had  a  white  hat.  They 
passed  me  about  ten  poles  en  the  left  hand,  and  then 
grabbled  in  the  hedge.  They  seemed  to  me  as  if  th(^ 
had  lost  something,  and  wished  to  find  it.  About 
two  minutes  they  stayed  there,  and  then  went  three  or 
four  poles  up  on  the  right,  and  returned  again  towards 
Gill's-hill-lane.  They  spoke  to  my  partner,  Richard 
Hunt.  It  vras  the  tall  man,  with  a  white  hat,  who 
said  that  last  night  he  had  been  capsized  oat  of  bis 
gig,  and  had  lost  his  penknife  and  a  handkerchief.  I 
don't  know  what  Hunt,  my  partner,  answered,  nor 
did  I  hear  what  he  said  to  my  partner  again.  The^ 
then  went  away ;  and  afterwards  Richard  Hunt  and  I» 
at  about  eight  o'clock,  when  I  had  taken  my  break- 
fast, we  walked  up  to  the  place  where  I  had  seen 
them  grabbling,  and  there  found  a  small  penknife. 

By  the  Couut.  That  is  the  gig-road  towards 
Batler's  green,  and  that  knife  I  gave  to  Mr.  Charles 
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KiehoUs,  That  is  the  knife  [identifying  it.]  When 
I  found  it,  it  was  all  over  dirt.  Abdut  ten  o'clock  I 
found  a  pistol*  The  knife  was  in  the  cart  ruts ;  the 
pistol  lay  among  the  brambles  of  tlie  bushes.  [The 
pistol  was  produced  and  identified  by  the  witness.] 
The  witness  continued — That  is  tlie  pistol.  I  did 
not  see  whether  it  was  covered  with  blood,  but  that 
Is  certainly  the  pistol.     Afterwards  I  gave  it  to  Mr, 

r.NichoUs.  The  knife  I  speak  of  had  two  blades. 
One  of  them  was  broken,  and  vvas  so  when  I  picked 
it  up.  I  wiped  .the  blood  off  before  I  gave  it  to 
Nieholh.  The  pan  of  the  pistol  looked  as  if  the 
jpistol  had  been  fired  otf.  The  cock  was  down  just 
as  it  is  now.  Mr.  Nicholls.  came  by  at  the  time, 
and  told  me  to  go  on  with  my  work.  He  was  in 
company  with  me  when  I  found  it.  Mr.  Nicholls 
called  me  up  to  that  spot  where  I  bad  observed  the 
marks  of  tiyo  men  who  had  been  tumbling  about. 
There  was  a  very  large  hole  tlirough  the  hedge,  and 

^  a  good  deal  of  blood  on  the  stuff  about.  I  could 
not  see  whether  it  had  the  appearance  of  any  thing 
having  been  drawn  tiirough  it.  A  gig  could  not 
turn  where  the  bipod  was.  It  must  go  to  the  end 
of  the  lane,  which  was  about  fifty  poles  off.  About 
eleven  o'clock  on  the  same  morning,  the  same  per- 
sons passed  by  in  a  gig,  going  to  Batler's-green.  It 
was  an  iron-gray  horse.  I  am  sure  they  were 
the  same  persons.  I .  know .  Probert  now  ;  I  did 
not  then.  I  saw  him  on  that  day  about  twelve 
o'clock ;  he  had  a  large  dog  with  him,  and  came 
straight  down  tlie  lane.  He  wished  me  good  morn- 
ing, and  told  me  it  was  a  good  job  I  had  done  in 
mending  the  road.     I  said  I  was  glad  of  it. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Andrews.  Th^ig  might 
have  been  turned  before  it  came  to  Mr.  Nicholls's 
house,  but  it  must  be  near  it.  I  bad  never  seen 
either  of  the  two  persons  before. 

RICHARD  HUNT  was  then^called,  when  Thur- 
tell  addressed  the  Courts  J^|r  Lord,'*  said  he,  "  I 
•>3^tpray  you  agc^  to  sndplio  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
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Jury  on  Ae  subject  wbidh  you  1iaV»  before  men*- 
tioned,  namely,  the  propriety  of  pertponing  further 
proceedings  till  to-morrow*  I  beg  thein  to  consider 
the  peculiar  situation  in  which  I  stand,  having  been 
up  since  ^ix  o'clock  this  morning.  By  the  time  the 
remaining  witnesses,  of  whom  I  understand  there 
arc  twenty  still  to  be  examined,  have  been  gono 
ttirough,  I  shall  be  too  much  exhausted  to  do  justice 
to  my  defence. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  By  the  law  of  the  land,  a 
ease  ought  to  go  on  till  it  is  closed,  and  I  am  ready 
to  go  on  with  it.  I  am  willing,  however,  to  da 
what  I  can  to  accommodate  eiSier  the  Gentlemen 
of  Ihe  Jury  or  yourself.  It  is  witii  the  Jury,  how- 
ever, that  the  matter  must  rest. 

Thurtell.  I  hope  the  Jury  will  take  my  situation 
into  consideration. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  I  cannot  order  tiie  Court  to 
be  adjourned  unless  the  Jury  desire  it — it  is  for  them 
to  say. 

Thurtell.  My  Lord,  you  are  very  good ;  I  hope 
the  Jury  will  take  into  consideriition  the  situation 
in  which  I  stand.  Gentlemen,  I  have  been  up  so 
many  hours,  and  so  much  of  the  case  yet  remains, 
that  I  shall  be  exhausted  before  I  begin  my  defence. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  the 
counsel  for  tiie  Crown  say  that  the  remainder  of  (he 
case  will  be  very  short.  [The  Jury  began  to  con- 
suit  together]. 

Thurtell.  But  after  that,  my  Lord,  there  are  two 
of  us,  Mr.  Hunt  and  myself,  who  have  to  enter  on 
the  defence  separately. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  Let  us  ihen  at  any  rate  go  oft 
with  the  iKpmainder  of  the  case  for  the  prosecution ; 
I  see  many  Reasons  wby  we  should  ;  and  then  if  jrott 
state  that  ydu  cannot  conveniently  go  on  with  your 
defence,  I  will  take  it  on  myself  to  adjourn  the  Courf, 

Thurtell  bowed,  uid  thanked  his  Lordship  in  a 
low  tone.  In  the  vhote  of  his  conversation  witfi 
the  Learned  Judge,  the  conduct  of  Thortell  was  per- 


fecUy  fiTHij  teteperate,  and  respectful.  He  seeioe^ 
at  the  same  time  persevering  in  his  request^  an4 
rational  and  attentive  to  the  objections  urged. 

RICHARD  HUNT  examined  by  Mr.  Broderick. 
I  was  with  Harrington  in  Giirs-hill-lane  on  Saturday, 
Oct.  25 ;  I  know  no  more  than  he  does  ;  I  saw  the 
two  men  passing  through  the  lane ;  I  should  know 
them  [Mr.  Broderick  •*  Look  round'*] ;  tlie  two 
gentlemen  sitting  there  are  they,  I  think  (pointing  to 
the  two  prisoners).  One  of  them  entered  into  con- 
versation, and  said  he  was  capsized  out  of  a  gig. 
One  of  tiiem  had  a  white  hat^  the  side  bulged  in ; 
another  a  black  one. 

WILLIAM  BULMER  examined  by  Mr.  Bol- 
land.  I  am  a  labourer ;  I  was  walking  in  Probcrt's 
garden  in  October  last ;  on  the  morning  after  the 
murder,  about  six  o'clock,  I  saw  two  persons  in  that 
garden ;  the  tallest  of  the  two  had  a  white  hat ;  they  * 
vent  towards  the  house. 

f  GEORGE  NICHOLLS.  I  know  Probert ; 
neither  Probert  nor  any  of  his -friends  came  to  jne  on 
file  night  of  the  murder ;  on  Monday  a  labourer  de- 
livered a  knife  and  a  pistol  to  me,  which  I  afterwards 
handed  over  to  Simmons,  the  officer;  it  was  bloody; 
on  Monday  evening  I  observed  what  appeared  like 
brains  about  the  barrel  of  the  pistol.  Probert  came 
to  my  house  on  Monday ;  something  passed  between 
us  respecting  what  happened  in  the  lane. 

JOHN  PIDCOCK.  I  am  a  surgeon;  I  was  at 
the  Artichoke,  at  Elstree,  when  the  body  of  Mr. 
Weare  was  there ;  I  took  the  shawl  from  off  the  neck  ; 
saw  a  sack  over  the  shawl ;  I  saw  the  body  first  at 
tbe  Artichoke ;  when*  the  sack  was  taken  from  the 
body  I  found  a  handkerchief,  which  I  cfeltvered  to 
Simmons,  the  officer ;  the  body  was  quite  naked. 

JOHN  FLEET.  I  am  assistant  to  Mr.  Johnson, 
the  messer^r.  On  the  24th  of  October  I  was  at 
flie  Cock  public-house,  in  the  Haymarket,  acting 
officially  under  a  commmion ;  Hunt  came  in  a^gig 
tiiere^  about  half-past  four  in  the. afternoon ;  he  delii- 

2c2    . 
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vered  a  note  to  me,  which  I  have  deatro jHri ;  jiohn 
Thurtell  lived  at  the  Cock ;  I  have  seen  him  U^/Ss^ 
there.  I  knew  the  room  he  occupied  ;  it  was  No. 
10.  The  contents  of  the  note  were — ••  Have  the 
goodness  to  give  Mr.  Hunt  my  great  coat  and  red 
shawl,  which  you  will  find  in  a  closet  at  No.  10."  I 
went  to  the  rooni,  took  the  things  out,  and  brought  • 
them  down,  and  gave  them  to  Hunt.  The  shawl  pro- 
duced  is  something  like  the  shawl  I  gave  to  Hunt. 
I  do  not  know  the  hand-writing  of  the  note. 

CAROLINE  WILLIAMS.  I  was  servant  at 
the  Cock,  which  was  kept  by  Thomas  Thurtell ;  his 
brother,  John  Thurtell,  lodged  there;  he  had  a  shawl 
like  the  one  produced. 

LUCY  SLATER.  I  was  a  servant. at  the 
Cock ;  John  Thurtell  lodged  there ;  I  have  seen 
him  use  a  shawl  similar  to  the  shawl  produced. 

JOHN  MARSHALL.  I  am  a  gunsmith  inLcm- 
don;  I  know  the  gun  produced;  I  saw  it  last  a 
twelvemonth  ago ;  I  saw  it  at  Mr.  Wearers  cham« 
hers  in  Lyons*  Inn. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Andrews.     It  is  at  leas^ 
a  twelvemonth  ago  since  I  saw  it 

W.  BLAKESLEY.  In  October  I  lodged  at  No.  - 
9,  King-street,  Golden-square,  tlie  residence  of  the 
prisoner  Hunt  and  his  wife ;  remembered  Hunt  coming 
home  on  the  27th  of  October,  in  a  single  horse 
chaise  ;  I  saw  him  takjs  out  a  carpet  bag,  filled  with 
things,  a  gim  with  a  dark  case,  similar  to  that  pro- 
duced; a  dressing  case,  similar  to  thai  on  the  table;; 
they  were  carried  into  his  apartments ;  there  were 
also  some  coats. 

JOHN  UPSON.  I  am  a*  ofiSoer.  I  took  th% 
prisoners  from  London  to  Watford ;  we  came  in  two 
gigs  ;  at  Watford,  the  next  morning,  a  conversation 
took  place  between  me  and  Thurtell,  about  Hunt's 
confession ;  I  made  use  of  no  previous  promise  or 
threat ;  in  the  course  of  the  conversation  about 
Hunt's  confession, .  I  asked  Thurtell  what  he  did  witfi 
the  watch,  and  he  told  me  that  he  threw  it  away  in  a 
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place  among  some  tteea  where  there  were  some 
palings.    This  is  the  account  he  gave  me. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Tbessiger.  When  we 
were  at  Watford,  Hunt  gave  me  an  order  for  the 
things  to  be  given  up,  and  told  me  where  they  were 

to  be  found. 

J.  FOSTER.  I  am  a  constable  at  Rickmans* 
worth ;  on  the  30th  Oct.  I  had  Thurtell  in  my  cus- 
tody atthe  Plough ;  he  made  a  communication  to  me;. 
I  maide  use  of  no  previous  promise  or  threat ;  he  said 
that  Hunt  was  a  rascal  for  nosing  him-  so ;  that  he 
(Thurtell)  would  not  do  so  to  him  (Hunt)  particularly 
after  he  (Thurtell)  had  oifered  the  watch  for  sale  in 
Hunt's  name,  and  as  his  property.  He  said  he 
was  offered  no  more  than  twenty-five  pounds  for  it, 
though  it  was  worth  sixty. 

The  jury  here  signifi^  their  willingness  to  accede 
to  the  prisoners'  request  to  adjourn  till  the  following 
morning. 

Mr.  Justice  Park'.  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  you 
have  relieved  me  from  a  great  difficulty ;  I  should  not 
'have  acceded  to  the  wish  of  the  prisoners,  had  not 
you  also  expressed  your  concurrence  in  that  course ; 
one  advantage  arising  from  which  will  be,  that  we 
shall  have  given  the  case  the  fullest  and  most  patient 
attention.  I  shall  now  adjoUm  the  Court  to  to- 
morrow morning.  Let  two  of  the  most  steady  con- 
stables be  sworn  according  to  .the  form  which  I  shall 
direct 

Two  constables  were  then  sworn  ^*  To  keep  the 
Jurors  in  some  safe  and  convenient  place  until  the 
sitting  of  the  Court  to-morrow ;  to  furnish  them  with 
every  proper  and  convenient  accommodation,  and 
not  to  speak  to  them  themselves,  or  to  allow  others 
to  speak  to  them,  touching  the  matter  in  issue,  with- 
out the  leave  of  the  Court.'^ 

•The  Court  was  then  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on 
Ae  following  morning. 

The  prisoners  remained  at  the  bar  for  a  consider-  "" 
able  time,  talking  to  some  persons  about  them.    Mr. 
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Harmer  was  kk  conveteatioa  with  the  pra^ipi  ^nt9^ 
and  such  was  the  interest  excited  by  their  appearan<se^ 
that  almost  the  whole  of  the  persons  who  had  erbwdra 
the  Court  during  the  day,  still  continue^  looking  io^ 
wards  the  dock.  At  length  Mr.  Justice  Paik»  who 
had  left  the  Bench,  and  stood  talking  to  some  gentle- 
men near  him,  asked  why  the  prisoners  were  not 
removed  ?  Mr.  Wilson  answered  that  they  were  en- 
gaged talking  with  their  professional  advisers. 

'  Mr.  Justice  Park.  They  must  tal^  to  them  else- 
where; you  must  remove  them;  you  run  a  great 
risk  by  keeping  them  here. 

The  prisoners  were  tlien  re-conducted  to  the  gaol 
in  the  same  order  in  which  they  were  brought  in  the 
morning.  They  appeared  to  be  considerably  ex- 
hausted. The  crowd  continued  in  the  Court  and  ia 
its  avenues  to  the  last  moment,  and  many  of  them 
followed  the  prisoners  back  to  the  door  of  th^  gaoL 
On  the  return  of  the  men  to  their  cells  they  were 
furnished  with  every  necessary  refreshment,  for  which 
they  expressed  becoming  gratitude. 

The  Leiurned  Judge,  and  almost  every  person  in 
Court,  appeared  to  be  equally  exhausted  with  the  ]^^ 
soners;  and  although  the  Court  sat  nearly  fifteea 
hours,  there  were  many  persons  in  the  gallery  who 
were  unable  to  move  from  their  seats. 

The  Jury  were  accommodated  with  beds  in  the 
Court-house.  They  were  placed  in  the  large  room. 
After  leaving  the  Court,  they  dined  together,  and 
partook  of  various  refreshments  which  Were  provided 
for  them,  and  sent  over  from  the  Salisbury  Arms. 

When  the  prisoners  had  been  re-conducted  to  the 
gaol,  Thurtell  did  not  appear  at  all  dispirited,  Hunt 
was  much  affected.  They  were  supplied  with  pro- 
per refreshments,  and  Thurtell  was  indulged  with  a 
pipe.  Far  from  seeming  alarmed  by  the  powerful 
evidence  given  against  him,  he  expressed  satisfaction 
at  the  course  things  had  taken.  He  spoke  as  if  con* 
fident  that  the  verdict  would  be  '•  Net  Guilty,''  and 
remarked  to  tiiose  who  conversed  wilhhito,  that "  It'e 


all  safe,  it's  all  n^t***    He  remarked  thus  much  very 
emphatically  to  onfe  individual  in  particular. 

Fr9m  the  commencement  of  the  proceedings  ia 
December,  up  to  the  present  time,  the  .prisoners 
Thurtell  and  Hunt  had  not  spoken  to  eacli  other ;  on 
the  contrary,  so  strong  a  degree  of  hostility  towards 
his  former  associate  seemed,  to  influence  the  mind  of 
Thurtell,  that,  as  we  have  before  stated^Mr.  WilsoBf 
the  gaoler  deemed  it  prpdent  to  obtain  an  assuranco 
from  him,  that  he  would  offer  no  violence  towards 
his  fellow-prisoner.  On  their  retom,  however,  to  tho 
gaol,  after  the  busiiless  of  the  first  day  of  the  trials 
tikis  feeling  suddenly  subsided,  and  the  prisonefs 
not  only  shook  hands  with  apparent  cordiality,  but 
continued  in  familiar  and  friendly  conversation  for 
some  time. 


SECOND  DAT  OF  THE  TRIAL. 

At  eight  o'clock  the  doors  of  the  Court-house  were 
open  and  the  public  admitted,  the  SheriiTs  officers 
exercising  against  those  who  required  the  greatest 
accommodation,  the  same  spirit  of  opposition  which 
manifested  itself  on  the  preceding  day.  The  press  of 
ihe  crowd  for  admission  exceeded,  if  possible,  the 
former  efforis  of  the  curious,  and  the  Court  was 
thronged^  even  in  such  a  degree  as  to  obstruct  thd 
ingress  and  egress  of  witnesses,  long  before  the  pri»» 
soners  entered  the  Court. 

The  expectation  that  Thurtell  would  commmce 
his  defence  upon  the  opening  of  the  Court,  was  the 
great  excitement  The  bench  was,  as  before,  crowd* 
ed  with  magish'ateSy  among  whom  were  Lord  Vera- 
Jam,  Lord  Brrol,  Earl  CowpoTi  Sk  J.  Sebright,  ^iid 
.Captain  Fitedarence. 
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THE  PRISONERS 

had  been  called  up  soon  after  seven,  and  conducted 
to  Mr,  WiIson*s  room,  in  the  gaol,  where  they  had  a 
comfortable  breakfast.  Shortly  after  eight  a  post- 
chaise  was  brought  to  the  prison  gate,  and  at  half- 
past  eight  a  lane  was  formed  through  the  cro>vd  which 
was  assembled  for  the  prisoners  to  pass.  '  Two  of  tfie 
turnkeys  then  mounted  the  box,  and  the  prisoners 
came  forth.  Thurtell  was  first,  and  looked  extremely 
well;  on  getting  into  the  carriage  he  laughed  at  the 
curiosity  of  the  multitude ;  Hunt  followed  imme- 
diately, and  took  his  seat  beside  ThurtelKwith  whom 
he  immediately  began  a  conversation,  and  they  both 
smiled ;  but  the  smile  of  Hunt  was  forced,  and  his 
agitation  was  very  great. 

Mr.  Jay  had  had  an  interview  with  Thurtell  in  the 
course  of  the  morning  to  arrange  his  defence.  Mr. 
Harmer  also  remained  for  some  time  with  Hunt,  to 
whom  he  intimated  his  intention  of  memorializing 
the  Crown  in  the  event  of  his  being  found  guilty. 

They  were  then  conducte<l  to  the  bar,  and,  as  tliey 
approached,  bowed  respectfully  to  the  Court.  They 
were  both  dressed  as  we  described  on  the  previous 
day,  with  the  exception  of  Thurtell,  who  wore  a 
white  handkerchief  instead  of  a  black  stock.  Thur- 
tell looked  assured ;  he  held  in  his  left  hand  some  ma- 
nuscripts«  and  had  near  him  a  blue  pocket-handker- 
chief filled  with  books  and  other  papers,  which  he 
carefully  assorted  upon  the  desk  near  him.  Hunt 
looked  dispirited.  They  sat  close  to  each  other  in 
the  dock,  and  appeared  to  converse  together  on  the 
most  friendly  terms. 

THE  TRIAL 

was  then  resumed.  At  nine  o'clock,  Mr.  Justice 
Park  took  his  seat  on  the  bench,  and  all  the  witnesses 
for  the  prisoners,  (except  Mr.  Wadeson,  who  was 


iot  Be  fir^  tfriled,)  being  oiidered  ottt  of  Court;  ffaa 
fbltowing  addfticmal 
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Vf98  taken ;  Mr.  Jusftice  Park  e&amining  both  tto 
witnesses  hiinself^ 

JOHN  RUTHVEN,  (the  Bow-rtreet  officer,) 
depo^d  bM  fbllewis  :*-*--*I  know  Conduit^rtmet,  Matto* 
ver-square ;  I  think  TetsalFs  li^oase  is  on  that  side  of 
Condoit-street  that  is  in  die  fwrish  of  St.  George^ 
Hanever-square ;  Whiteomb-street  is  also  in  tito 
€k>ttnty  of  Middlesex. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir,  Andrews.  I  had  Pkiobelt 
in  custody  at  Mr.  Nicholson's  at  GilFs  Hill>  on  the 
Tuesday ;  he  was  not  in  my  care  while  the  Coro- 
ner's Inquest  was  sitting.  He  had  not  at  that  time 
«rxft>ressed  a  wish  that  I  should  convey  any  message  to 
tile  Coroner  or  Magistrates.  I  subsequently  tdd 
him  that  if  he  bad  any  such  wish,  I  should  convey  it» 
as  he  said  that  he  wished  to;  explain  something.  £' 
said  ttmt  was  n#  answer,  and  willed  hiflUkto  say  di- 
reetly  what  message  I  should  convey.  He  then  said 
Ihat  he  wished  to  have  communication  with  the  Ma- 
gistrates. This  took  place  twa  days  after  Hunt  had 
made  an  acknowledgment.  Before  that^  Probert  de* 
nied  all  knowledge  of  flie  transaction. 

THOMAS  THURTELL.  I  observed  that  Hmt 
had  on  a  suit  of  black  clothes  on  the  Friday.  He 
wore  the  same  on  the  next  day.  I  do  not  Haam 
whose  they  wefe  I  knew  that  he  did  wear  seme 
«loAes  of  my  brother's.  Hunt  was  very  badly  off  in 
in  the  world,  and  had  borrowed  clothes  from  my  bw-* 
ther  and  money  (torn  me.  I  saw  Hunt  on  the  Sundiry 
morning,  when  he  had  the  same  elothes  on  alsd  ;•*-' 
but,  after  ^nnet,  en  the  Smidiy,  be  Wai  iMttir 
dressed. , 
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.  With  the  .«vMl6]X9;oP^j|||^^(b^  miki0»eB  %>fTaM 
for  the  Crown  closed,  anTy^'.^Ss  iqoment  the  gfi^t- 
est  anxiety  was  manifested  throughout  the  w^e 
Court  The  fact  of  the  prisoner  being  about  U  ad* 
dress  the  Jury,  being  commiinicated  to  those  witb^, 
the  pressure  for  admission  was  renewed,  and  every 
avenue  was  crowded  almost  beyond  endurance. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  addressed  the  prisoner,  ThnrteO, 
.as  follows: — **  John  Thurtell,  this  is  the  tUne  that  it 
becomes  your  duty  to  make  your  defence." 

A  solemn  pause  ^ensued  Thurtell,  who  was 
standing  forward  in  the  dock,  bowed  respectfully, 
and  in  a  low  tone  said  a  few  words  to  Mr.  Jay,  his 
solicitor,  who  stood  close  to  him. 

Mr.  Jay  then  addressed  the  Judge/  My  Lord, 
my  client  wishes  to  call  his  witnesses  first. 

Mr.  Justice.  Park.  I  cannot  in  my  capacity 
attend  to  wishes  ;  I  must  abide  strictly  by  the  rules  of 
the  Court.  This,  therefore,  is  the  proper  time  for 
the  prisoner  making  his  defence. 

Thurtell  tlien  retrograded  a  few  feet  in  the  dock, 
and  placing  himself  in  an  oblique  direction  towards 
the  bench,  and  with  his  face  to  the  Jury-box,  in  a 
firm,  sustained,  and  graceful  attitude,  addressed  the 
Court  as  follows  :— 

THURTELL'S  DEFENCE. 

My  Lord,  and  you,  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 

Under  the  pressure  of  greater  difficulties  thao, 
perhaps,  it  has  ever  before  fallen  to  the  lot  of  man  to 
sustain,  I  now  appear  .before  you  to  vindicate  my 
character,  and  preserve  my  life.  But  appalling  as 
are  these  difficulties,  I  have  been  supported  under 
the  impression  that  the  hour  would  arrive  when  I 
should  be  enabled  to  defend  myself  in  a  land  of  li- 
berty  an4  fairness,  before  that  tribuq||^  which  the 
free  institutions  of  my  country  have  awarded  to  the 
accused  ;  namely,  an  enlightened  Court,  and  a  Jury 
of  twelve  fellow-subfects,  uninfluenced  by  prejudice 
and  unawed  by  power. 
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'  I  ha^Veri*  r^j^reftent^tl  by  <hat  Public^  Pl^ess; 
whicb^arries  oA^Vnhf 'wings  to  the  extremity  of  the 
land,  *  ^itiier  'beneflip^  curves,  as  a  man  the  most 
'd6]^)ttkired,  the  iiftjlir*hibitually  profligate,  the  most 

'-S^^  that,  has  appeared  in  modem  times. 
rrepfreSented  as  a  murderer,  who  had  per* 
petrated'his  ci^iifle  with  greater  atrocity,  and  mider 
ctrcumst^ees^of  more  premeditated  malice,  thain  any 
that  has- hitherto  been  heard  of  in  the  sad  catalogue 
of  criminals.  I  have  been  stigmatized  as  a  callous, 
cruel,  heartless,  remorsdess,  prayerless  villain,  who 
bad  seduced  his  friend  into  a  sequestered  path,  in- 
order  the  more  securely  to  despatch  him.  I  have 
been  descrjbed  as  a  viper,  who  had  nestled  in  the 
bosom  of  my  victim  with  the  preconcerted  intention 
of  striking  a  surer  blow — as  a  monster  who,  having 
committed  a  deed  of  horror,  at  which  our  common 
nature  recoils,  and  humanity  stands  aghast,  endea* 
TOured  to  extinguish  the  upbraidings  of  consciende  in 
the  tumults  of  debauchery.  These-  have  been  the 
descriptions  given  of  me,  not  alone  daily,  but  I  may 
say  hourly  by  the  public  Journals,  and  communicated 
from  one  extremity  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other. 

You,  Gentlemen,  have  no  doubt  read  them;  I 
will  not  say  that  you  have  been  influenced  by  them  ; 
but  it  woulpl  exacltoo^  much  from  the  common  virtae 
of  human  nature  to  suppose  that  men  could  entirely 
divest  themselves  of  impressions  so  successively  re* 
peated,  or  that  they  could  dispossess  themselves  of 
those  feelings— 4bose  creditable  feelings,  I  will  say— • 
which  such  statements,  if  justified,  were  calculated  to 
excite.  But  I  feel  satisfied,  Gentlemen,  that,  as  fac 
as  it  is  possible,  you  come  to  this  investigation  with 
minds  unbiassed,  and  judgments  nnaflected  by  the 
atrocious  slanders  which  have  been  published  against 
me.  I  feel  assured  that  you  will  decide  as  becomes 
the  character  of  that  sacred  office  with  which  you  are 
invested. 

Guilt,  of  such  a  complexion  as  that  imputed 
is  not  the  custom  of  this  land ;  it  must  have  spntng 
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$fp»  fltt  iwwte  prwripip,  whieh  mst  h^ve  Hftomted 
tafaat^rity  by  a  eontioued  practjoe  in  erime/  It 
muit  ha?e  ''  grown  with  my  growth,  and  strengthened 
with  my  strength  ;"  but  you  shall  bear  from  men  of 
the  most  unblemished  reputation,  of  the  most  uni0w 
peachable  veracity,  that  at  least  there  was  a  period 
of  oiy  life  when  the  bosom  of  him  who  now  stands 
before  you  as  an  accused  murderer,  throbbed  with 
the  most  gentle  and  kindly  feeing  of  affection  and 
sympathy,  ^nd  that  my  faults  were  those  of  an  impro^ 
vident  generosity  and  an  unsi^pecting  confidencct  Be* 
ware  then,  Gentlemen,  of  preconceived  opinions ;  oh» 
beware  of  an  anticipated  verdict !  Believe  not,  that 
the  years  of  a  no  very  lengthened  existence  have  per* 
verted  those  natural  feelings  of  benevofence;  and^ 
indeed  nature  must  have  taken  a  refluent  course  in  my 
b^firt,  if  tliese  qualities  of  early  life  were  succeeded 
by  vices  which  only  demons  could  feel ;  rather  do  me 
the  justice  to  believe,  that  they  are  the  slanderous 
imputations  dissisminated  by  that  press  which  was 
wont  to  be  the  i^ield  of  innocence,  but  which,  in  my 
4$ase,  and  in  tlie  want  of  other  intelligence,  has  pan* 
dered  to  tlie  worst  feelings  of  our  nature. 

Gentlemen,  my  entrance  into  life  was  under  cir* 
cumstances  the  most  auspicious ;  I  was  re  ared  by  a 
kind,  affectionate,  and  relighraa  mother,  who  taughfc 
my  lips  to  utter  tlieir  firrt  accents  in  praise  of  that 
Being  who  guides  the  conduct  of  your  hearts,  and  o£ 
the  learned  Judge  upon  the  Bench.  My  youthful 
steps  were  directed  by  a  fatlier,  conspicnous  for  tiie 
possession  of  every  good  quality,  but,  above  all,  for 
his  unaffected  piety.  On  leaving  my  parental  homo 
I  entered  the  service  of  our  late  revered  monarchy, 
who  was  emphatically  styled  tho  father  of  his  peoj^e. 
For  years  I  had  the  honour  of  holding  his  commission,- 
and  served  under  his  colours,  and  I  may  justly  take 
the  credit  to  assent,  that  I  never  disgraced  the  one» 
nor  tarnished  the  other.  I  have  done  my  country, 
some  service,  I  have  fought  and  bled  for  her,  and 
in  her  cause  have  never  feared  to  draw  the  sted 


But  to  rwe  tiie  aasassiaa's  arm,  tmd  that  teo  agwMt 
B0  upsmpeetiiis  friflod!  befiere  it  not;  it  i»)MmAp 
tiiwstrous,  and  inoempatiUe  wiib  every  feeUng  of 
my  heart,  and  erery  habit  <if  my  life. 

Amongst  the  numerous  other  vices  attributed  to 
ne»  it  has  been  said  that  I  have  been  what  is  termed 
ft  sporting  man,  a  gambler.  To  that  accosation, 
with  a  true  penitence  of  heart,  I  plead  guilty.  I 
was  a  gambler  some  time  past ;  but  three  years  have 
^  now  elajpsed  since  I  entered  a  gaming-house,  or  was 

5 resent  at  a  horse-race,  or  other  sporting,  exhibition ; 
ut  even  had  the  charge  been  true,  had  I  continued 
the  practice,  I  am  yet  to  learn  why  such  a  vice  is 
unpardonable  in  me ;  why  I  am  to  be  thrust  out  of 
the  pale  of  society  for  the  practice,  when  half  the 
nobility  set  the  example,  and  the  most  enlightened 
statesmen  have  been  my  apologists.  True,  too  true, 
I  have  been  a  gambler,  but  an  unfortunate  one !  My 
afflicted  family  have  been  the  only  sufferers,  and  my* 
sctf  the  only  victim.  I  feel  that  I  labour  under  great 
disabilities,  but  you  know  from  that  authority  that 
never  errs,  that  the  human  heart  is  deceitful  above  all 
fixings.  Beware,  then,  I  repeat,  in  the  discharge  of 
your  sacred  duty,  of  preconceived  impressions,  beware 
of  an  anticipated  verdict! 

It  has  been  the  remark  of  one  of  the  sages  of  anti« 
qnity,  that  no  man  statts  decidedly  wicked;  and 
tiiougfa  I  fear  it  will  be  too  long  a  trespass  on  your 
attention,  yet  I  am  compelled,  by  the  circumstanoas 
in  which  I  am  placed,  to  lay  before  you  the  details 
of  my  past  life,  ealling  upon  you  to  extend  to  my 
conduct  the  benefit  of  such  a  truth.  I  fear  it  may  be 
tiresome,  but  calumniated  and  charged  as  I  am,  what 
bosom  can  refuse  the  sigh  ?  What  eye  can  deny  a  tear  ? 
Hiough  my  pencil  were  dipped  in  the  hues  of  heaven, 
it  were  still  impossible  to  portray  the  feelings  that 
at  this  moment  actuate  me.  When  you,  who  are  to 
decide  on  my  fate,  carry  in  your  mind  the  great 
hazard  in  which  I  stand ;  whra  you  reflect  upon  the 
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gtate  of  feeling  whidi  must  accompdHy  a  miifd  for  a 
long  time  ill  at  ease :  when  it  is  recollected  (liat  I 
have  been  grossly  injured  by  those  from  whom  I  had 
a  right  to  expe(ft  kindness,  you  will,  I  am  sure,  feel 
disposed  to  pity  the  sufferer,  and  forgive  his  ram* 
blings. 

The  close  of  the  last  war,  whidi  shed  a  brig^t^ 
lustre  than  ever  before  beamed  on  the  glories  of  eur 
common  parent  land,  cast  a  shadow  on  my  fortunes. 
Having  ceased  to  be  actively  employed  in  military 
service,  I  unhappily  was  induced  to  enter  into  the 
commercial  world :  I  entered  it  under  the  influence 
of  all  those  romantic  feelings  which  the  habits  of  a 
soldier's  life  had  strengthened,  but  which  were  as 
hostile  to  my  commercial  pursuits  as  they  were  con- 
genial with  my«military  attachmentB.  I  considered 
my  commercial  connexion  in  Hie  same  light  as  I  wasr 
wont  to  view  a  military  mess,  and  my  fellow-dealers 
as  brother  officers.  I  laid  myself  bare  to  the  claims 
of  the  avaricious  and  the  unfortunate ;  I  relieved  the 
distresses  of  the  one,  and  was  injured  by  the  designs 
of  the  other.  No  fortune  was  competent  to  sustain 
this  double  drain  to  which  it  was  subjected.  I  be- 
came a  bankrupt !  My  solicitor,  who  had  been  my 
earliest  friend,  the  friend  of  my  bosom,  became  a 
traitor,  and  I  found  him,  in  the  hour  of  my  embar- 
rassment, in  the  ranks  of  my  bitterest  enemies. 

Frotn  the  examination  of  my  affairs,  I  bad  reasons 
to  form  the  most  confident  grounds  of  re  establish- 
ment. I  had  hoped  to  re-assume'my  station — to  be 
again  restored  to  the  respect  of  my  connexions — to 
be  again  in  possession  of  that  self-esteem  which  I 
value  above  ,alt ; — but  a  baleful  influence  intervened* 
Too  frequently,  alas,  does  the  over-reaching  avarice 
of  one,  running  counter  to  the  feelings  and  interests 
of  the  other  creditors,  destroy  for  ever  the  prospects 
of  the  unhappy  debtor.  Such  was  my  misfortime. 
Thomas  Osborne  Springfield  was  my  assignee.  I 
had  procured  the  signature  of  some  creditors,  and  the 
promises  of  almost  the  whole,  to  obtain  a  supersedeas 
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of  the  CowBisskm  of  Baokniptcy;  but  when  I 
thought  the  winter  of  my  fortune  had  passed  away* 
aad  that  the  blossom^  of  hope  were  ripening,  a  cl^« 
ling  frost  came  to  blight  them.  My  principal  credi* 
tor  demanded  three  hundred  pounds  for  bis  signature ; 
in  this  demand  he  was  backed  by  my  own  solicitor^ 
who  was  also  bis.  I  spurned  tlie  dishonourable  ofTer^ 
and  in  so  doing  was  cut  off  from  the  prospect  of  re- 
trieving my  fortune,  and  cast  upon  the  world,  tlie 
dupe  of  many,  and  despised  by  all. 

My  brother,  Thomas  Thurtell,  shortly  after  ar- 
rived in  London ;  and  availing^  himself  of  m^  assist- 
ance, embarked  in  the  silk  trade.  His  warehouse 
was  accidentally  destroyed  by  fire — accidentally,  I 
repeat,  as  has  been  proved  by  the  decision  of  a  Jury, 
at  a  trial  at  which  the  Learned  Judge  who  sits  on  the 
Bench  presided;  and  yet  this  calamity  was  made  the 
occasion  of  an  attempt  to  fix  on  me  the  crime  of  re- 
moving fraudulently  the, goods — those  goods  which 
the  verdict  of  a  Jury  had  decided  to  have  been  des- 
troyed  by  an  accidental  fire,  and  of  the  truth  and  jus- 
tice of  which  decision  tlie  most  unexceptionable  evi- 
dence and  most  unequivocal  corroboration  will  be 
given  in  the  approaching  trial  on  the  alleged  con- 
spiracy*.    But  where.  Gentlemen,  does  the  real  con- 

*  The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  transaction  refer- 
red to.  About  twelve  months  ago,  Thomas  Thiurtell  took  a  ware- 
-house  in  Watling-street,and  effected  an  insurance  in  the  County 
Fire  Office  on  his  stock.  His  brother  John  wafi  to  conduct  the 
cotfcem,  but  just  befor^  the  business  commenced,  the  premises 
were  consumed  by  fire,  and  a  claim  was  made  on  the  office  for 
£l900,  as  thevalaeof  the  goods  alleged  to  have  been  de- 
stroyed. The  payment  of  the  sura  was  resisted  by  the  office,  in 
consequence  of  various  suspicious  circumstances  that  appeared 
in  the  transaction.  Thomas  ThurteU,  however,  broiighl  nis  ae- 
tipn  against  the  County  Fire-Office,  and  obtained  a  verdict, 
principally  through  the  evidence  of  his  brother  John,  who 
swore  to  the  value  of  the  property  consumed.  Some  circum- 
stances growing  out  of  the  trial  brought  new  facts  to  light,  and 
an  indictment  was  preferred  and  found  against  Thomas  and 
John  Thurtell,  and  others,  for  a  conspiracy  to  defraud  the  office, 
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tpintf  exisC?  where;  rat  in  Ae  m^  and  expedlbnfi* 
ef  a  prosecutor?  Tes,  Gentlemeiiv  tfte  coispiniey 
wtH  be  found  in  &€  snbonmg  of  evidence,  in  tiM 
perrcfaasing  of  witnesses,  in  the  acts  of  a  man,  Utt  pre^ 
tended  corrector  of  abuses,  a  specious  assertor  of 
liberty,  who  has  dared  to  hoist  the  standard  of  rebeK 
lion  in  (he  front  of  the  Palace  of  his  Sovereign.  H6 
is  of  that  description,  who  have  just  head  enough  to 
contrrre  a  crime,  but  possess  not  a  heart  to  feel  tot 
its  consequences  to  others. 

I  have,  my  Lord,  perhaps,  given  too  free  an  ex^ 
pression  to  my  feelings,  but  borne  down  as  I  have 
heen  by  calumny  and  falsehood,  the  victim  of  accQa- 
tnulated  slanders,  it  is  impossible  to  conftie  my^If  to 
very  measured  language^—* 

The  flesh  will  quher  where  the  pincers  tear. 
The  blood  will  follow  where  Uie  kuife  is  driven. 

You  have  been  told,  Gentlemen,  amongst  its 
other  unfounded  calumnies,  by  the  ptA>lic  press,  that 
a  Mr.  Woods  has  asserted,  that  he  was  inveigled  into 
a  house  in  Manchester  buildings,  where  he  supposed 
it  was  intended  to  murder  him,  and  that  he  saw  m6 
standing  in  the  passage.  Happily,  I  am  enabled,  ff 
such  a  diai^e  were  at  issu^,  to  prove,  from  the  un- 
questionable testimony  of  some  most  respectable  indi- 
viduals, that  I  was,  at  the  time  I  am  thus  described 
to  be  in  Manchester-buildings,  in  the  city  of  Norwich. 
Of  Woods  I  shall  say  no  more  at  present :  I  absta&i 
ftDm  doing  so  from  feelings  of 'delicacy  towards  a 
most  worthy  female.  In  proof  of  my  respect  for 
her,  I  grant  to  Woods  the  mercy,  of  my  silence^. 

by  willfi%  setting  iliB  to  the  premises.  Upon  this  infieliaeal 
liMHBas  llwfldl  ha»  been  comraitted  to  Newgaterwh^i^he 
now  awfldte  his  tml  on  this  anrfid  charge. 

^  Thartell  and  Woods  were  said  to  have  been  riTalsiiUoni 
for  the  hand  of  Miss  Noyet,  and  the  report  to  which  the  priso* 
ner  so  indignaiitly  refers,  imputed  to  him,  the  mtention  of  at 
once  ridding  himself  of  a  riyal,  and  possessing  himsdf  of  ths 


Wften,  I  idk,  Gentl^nen,  dtd  it  ev«r  befote  bi^pei» 
to  B  British  sabject,  to  be  called  to  answer  for  big 
life  under  such  an  accumalation  of  unfounded  calum* 
iiie»-^sueh  n  mass  of  commented  obloquy  ?    When 

propertj  of  his  TiGtim^  by  making  him  the  first  sacrifice  to  an 
or^panized  system  of  assassination.  The  ibllowiiig  is  an  ah* 
stract  of  the  report,  which  appeared  in  most  of  the  Journals  of 
the  day. ' 

*^  It  is  stated  that  a  ^an  had  been  organized  by  a  gan^,  af 
the  head  of  tvhich  were  Tburtfll,  Bunt,  and  Probert,  by  wbick 
the  lives  of  all  persons,  who  were  ^either  obnoxious  to  the  par* 
ties,  or  whose  deaths  would  lead  to  the  possession  of  property, 
were  to  be  sacrificed.  Maiichester-building-s,  Cannon -row, 
"Westminster,  was  chosen  for  the  scene  of  those  dreadful 
doings ;  and  considering  the  vicinity  of  the  river,  and  the  faci- 
lity thence  afibrded  of  floating  the  bodies  of  their  victims  down* 
ward  to  the  ocean,  the  situation  was  but  too  well  adapted  for 
the  purpose.  A  house  in  Manchester-buildings  was  taJcen  un* 
der  the  pretence  of  Thurtell's  carrying  on  there  his  old  occiipa* 
tionof  a  bombasin  merchant,  but  it  was  wholly  without  furni* 
tore ;  and  whoever  considers  the  situation  must  be  convinced 
that  a  wholesale  warehouse  there  was  entirely  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. It  could  be  taken  for  no^other  purposes  than  those  ofrob* 
bery  and  murder ;  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  this  more  se* 
questered  spot  vras  selected  for  both.  It  does  not,  however,  ap- 
pear that  any  person  has  fallen  a  victim  to  this  diabolical 
scheme,  although  a  Mr.  Woods  has  had  a  very  narrow  escape, 
as  will  appear  from  the  following  statement : — 

'*  On  the  morning  of  Monday,  October  7th,  about  a  quarter 
before  sevto  o'dod,  a  man,  habited  as  a  journeyman  carpen« 
ter,  about  ^re  feet  eight  or  nine  inehes  hieh,  of  dark  complex- 
ion, and  with  large  black  whiskers,  callea  at  Mr.  Woods'  resi- 
dence, and  stated  that  a  lady  of  the  name  of  Brew,  with  whom 
Mr.  W.  was  weU  acquainted,  was  desirous  of  seeing  him  upon 
some  important  business,  at  a  house  in  a  street  in  Westminster, 
the  name  of  which  he  did  not  know,  but  it  was  a  street  just  be- 
yond the  Horse-Guards.  Mr.  Woods  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
account,  and  questioned  him  as  to  the  cause  of  Mrs.  Brew  being 
in  Westminster,  as  she  resided  at  Kensington.  His  answer  was, 
that  she  was  stopping  at  a  friend's  house,  and  wished  to  see 
Mr.  W.  that  morning  as  she  was  going  out  of  town.  Upon  thi8> 
Mr.  Woods  accompanied  him  to  Manchester  Buildings,  where 
be  stopped  at  No.  K>,  which  Mr.  W.  immediately  saw  was  an 
aninhabited  house.  The  door  being  ajar,  his  suspicions  were 
awakened  that  all  wi|S  not  correct,  and  he  desired  the  man  to 
i9tep  in,  and  tell  Mrs.  Brew  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  there.  The 
Vian  entered,  and  having  proceeded  along  the  hall  or  passage  as 
far  as  the  bacfc-parlonr  aoor,  Mr.  Wo^  saw  John  Thurtell 
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baa  it  ever  Wore  occurred,  that  the  very  actions  of  a 
man's  life,  which,  if  truly  known,  would  have  re- 
dounded to  his  credit,  have  been,  by.a  strai>ge  perver-* 
sion,  construed  into  proofs  of  guilt?  and  by  that 
press,  too,  which  ought  to  be  the  shield  of  innocence, 
the  avedger  of  oppression,  the  detector  of  falsehood, 
and,  above  all,  the  strongest  support  of  that  best  se- 
curity of  English  liberty — Trial  by  Jury  !  By  that 
press,  I  say,  all  these  slanders  have  been  heaped 
upon  me  before  trial ;  nay,  it  has  whetted  the  public 
appetite  for  slanders  still  more  atrocious.  That  en- 
gine which,  in  other  cases,  would  have  operated  to 

spring  from  the  back-parlour  and  strike  the  man  a  heavy  blow, 
which  knocked  him  'with  great  riolence  against  the  opposite 
wall.  The  man  hallooed  out  something  which  Mr.  Woods  did 
not  distinctly  understand,  but  to  the  effect  tliat  ThurteU  had 
mistaken  his  man.  Mr.  W.  immediately  retired,  and,  on  look- 
ing back  from  the  end  of  the  street,  he  saw  the  messenger  at 
the  door  of  the  house  ffazing  after  him,  but  not  attempting  any 
pursuit.  Upon  this  Mr.  W.  waited  on  the  son  of  Mrs.  Brew, 
and  was  iniormed  by  him  that  that  lady  had  been  for  three 
weeks  in  the  Isle  of  Man.  What  follows  is  very  mysterious. 
Onliis  return  home,  he  found  the  following  letter,  which  had 
been  left  at  his  residence  by  a  man  of  shabby  appearance,  aU 
most  immediately  on  his  quitting  the  house  with  the  mes* 
senger. 

Dear  Sir, 

An  unknown  friend  informs  you  that  fhare  is  a  writ 
out  against  you  for  £  16.  ;  keep  out  of  the  way  till  after  Friday 
next 

In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  he  received  the  following 
letter  also : — 

Sir,  Monday  Afternoon,  Four  o'Clock. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that  an  unknown  friend  of 
yours  as  settled  the  action,  which  you  where  about  to  be  ar- 
rested for  this  morning  for  £16.  and  coi^ts  ;  therefore  you  have 
no  occation  to  make  yourself  uneasy  about  it.  I  understand 
30U  are  indebted  to  a  Mr.  Cozens  for  his  interfrance  in  this  un* 
gentlemanly  act.  I  am,  Sir,  yours, 

Clifford's-Inn.  John  Clarke. 

The  inference  drawn  from  this  statement  was  that  the  first 
note  was  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any  inquiry  after  Mr. 
Wood,  had  his  intended  assassination  been  carried  into  eifect« 
nntil  sufficient  time  had  elapsed  for  bis  body  to  have  been  ef« 
fectually  disposed  of. 
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refute  the  imputed  falsehood,  has  been  employed  to 
give  a  deeper  dye  to  my  supposed  guilt.  One  would 
have  thought  that  the  claims  of  an  honourable  service, 
spent  in  the  army  of  mj  country,  would  have  pro- 
tected me,  at  least,  till  the  day  of  trial,  from  such  a 
persecution,  if  they  did  not  go  to  dissipate  the  nume- 
rous calumnies  so  studiously  circulated  to  my  disad- 
vantage. 

Towards  me,  the  very  order  of  nature  has  been 
reversed.  The  few  days  of  my  late  misfortunes  have 
thrown  a  livid  shadow  over  the  glories  of  days  long 
past.  The  actions  of  my  life  have  been  misrepre- 
sented— every  kind  of  connexion  and  engagement 
which  I  might  have  formed,  has  been  ransacked  to 
supply  the  magazine  of  slander.  You  have  been 
told*,  that  even  in  the  day  of  glory,  when  the  battle's 
rage  had  ceased,  and  the  peril  of  the  conflict  was 
over,  the  vanquished,  unoffending,  yielding,  nay, 
supplicating  foe — 

Here  the  prisoner  was  deeply  afiected,  and  shed 
tears.  Mr.  Justice  Park  said.  Sit  down,  sit  down. 
Thurtell  for  a  moment  gave  way  to  his  feelings,  but 
soon  resumed  his  wonted  firmness. 

You  have  been  told,  I  say,  that  the  yieldmg, 
vanquished,  supplicating  foe,  has  fallen  in  cold  blood 
beneath  my  cowardly  steel ;  that,  not  satisfied  with 
the  blood  of  my  victim,  I  coolly  set  to  plunder  his 
person.     Nay  more,  that,  with  a  folly  only  to  be 

*  Tbortell  here  alludes  to  an  anecdote  which  he  was  said, to 
have  related  of  hinself  in  a  conversation  with  Hunt,  after  their 
committal  to  Hertford  Gaol,  charged  with  the  present  murder. 
•  It  was  given  in  the  foUowing  terms : — "He  (Thurtell)  was  with 
the  English  at  the  storming  of  St.  Sebastian,  and  when  they 
entered  the  town,  he  saw  a  Polish  officer  in  the  Frenqh  service, 
leanuig  against  the  wall,  *  seemingly  done  up  with  wounds  and 
bard  worK' — *I  thought  by  the  loi^  of  him,'  he  continued, 
*  that  he  was  a  nob,  and  must  have^some  bbint  about  him — so 
I  just  stuck  my  sword  in  his  ribs  and  settled  him  ;  and  I  foimd 


a  hundred  and  forty  doubloons   in  the  — 's  pocket ! — a  d — d 
booty  wasn't  it,  Joe?  '  .turning  to  Hunt,  who  assented 


good 

with  a  lou<l  laugh.'' 

^  2e2 
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equftHed  by  the  atroeity  of  «ich  an  act,  I  mbse* 
quently  boasted  of  tiie  mffiaaly  barbarity  as  the  0X* 
pioit  of  a  soldier !  Is  tbere  an  English  offieer,  ig 
there  an  English  soldier^  or  an  Englishman,  whose 
heart  would  not  revolt  at  such  a  dastardly  deed  of 
eold- blooded  cruelty?  Better,  far  better  had  it 
been,  ere  I  had  seen  this^day^  thai  I  had  fallen  ia 
honourable  conflict,  surrounded  by  my  brave  com- 
panions, after  Imving  assisted  with  ray  arm 

'  To  turn  the  tide  of  battle  I* 

than  thus  to  be  borne  down,  the  object  of  unrelent* 
log  malignity.  I  should  have  been  covered  with 
lionourable  dust.  My  family  might  then,  while 
snournif^  for  my  loss,  have  blessed  my  memory,  and 
the  glory  of  such  a  death  would  have  rolled  its  fiiies 
into  the  fountain  of  their  sorrows ! 

Before*  my  Lord,  I  proceed  to  read  the  remarks 
on  the  evidence  wUch  has  been  offered  in  support  of 
the  conspiracy  against  me,  I  take  the  liberty  to  re* 
turn  my  sincere  thanks  to  the.  High  Sheriff,  apd  the 
magistrates  of  this  county,  for  their  kindness  and 
attention  towards  me.  I  cannot  allow  the  present 
opportunity  to  pass  without  expressing  my  regret 
thi^  any  misunderstanding  should  have  arisen  be- 
tween the  Rev.  Mr.  Lloyd  and  one  of  my  solicitors* 
I  hope  and  trust  that  all  angry  feelings  between  them 
have  now  subsided,  and  that  tiie  bonds  of  amity  are 
ratified.  To  the  Rev.  Mr.  FrankKn,  the  Cbaptttn 
of  the  prison,  I  owe  my  acknowledgments  for  his 
unremitting  attentions,  and  bis  virtuous  exertions  to 
inspire  me  with  the  awful  truths  of  religion.  His 
exertions  to  awaken  me  to  such  considerations  have  . 
trebly  armed  me  to  meet  with  firmness  the  trial  of 
this  day.  Thougli  last,  not  least,  allow  me  to  men* 
tion  Mr.  Wilson,  the  governor  of  the  prison,  whose 
fatherly  conduct  I  can  never  forget.  Memory  must 
be  indeed  extinct,  and  my  heart  cold  for  ever,  when 
it  ceases  to  beat  for  the  prosperity  of  himself  and 
family. 


The  prisoner  kere  paused,  and  drank  a  gjlass  of 
water.  He  then  opened  a  paper  containing  written 
remarks,  from  which  he  read  as  follows : — 

I  will  now,  Gentlemen,  call  your  attention  to  the 
evidence  in  this  case,  which  you  will  remark^  instead 
of  being  clear,  consistent,  irresistible,  is  so  far  unlike 
the  evidence  usually  addiiced  in  support  of  so  awful 
a  charge,  that  it  is  contradictory,  inconsistent,  and 
derived  from  the  mouths  of  persons  who  have  been 
willing  to  save  their  own  lives  by  any  sort  of  false* 
hood  or  injustice  towards  others. 

The  first  witness  is  Beeson ;  he  has  told  you  that 
there  are  several  roads  to  Probert's  cottage,  so  that 
the  iitference  drawn  from  the  circumstance  of  the  gig 
being  seen  with  the  head  from  Bailer's  Green  is  now 
done  away.  He  also  mentions,  that  he  went  out  to 
search  for  the  body,  and  that  those  who  souglit  were 
utterly  at  a  loss  for  it  till  they  were  told  where  it 
was  by  Hunt.  Hunt  could  inform  theip  where  the 
body  was,  and  why  could  he  do  so,  but  because  he 
had  deposited  it  himself. 

Beeson  also  told  you  that  one  person  could  not  have 
thrown  the  body  into  the  pond  where  it  was  found* 
Now  what  proof,  I  shall  ask  you,  is  there  that  the 
body  ever  was,  as  has  been  alleged,  in  Proberts 
pond  ?  None  but  the  evidence  of  Probert.  I  shall 
lay  before  yon,  at  the  proper  time,  what  appears  to 
me  to  be  a  view  of  the  probabilities  of  this  part  of 
the  case.  There  was  also,  Beeson  tells  you,  a  large 
pond  near  the  small  one  in  which  the  body  whsk 
found.  Who  could  have  chosen  the  smaller  pond  but 
a  person  acquainted  with  the  country  ?  Who  could 
possibly  have  known  that  the  larger  pond  was  some* 
times  dry,  and  the  small  one  not  ?  Who  but  Probert 
himself.^  It  appeared,  in  an  answer  given  to  a  judi- 
cious question  of  the  learned  Judge,  that  both  the 
sack  in  which  the  body  was  enveloped,  and  tlie  cord 
with  which  it  was  tied,  were  bought  by  Hunt. 
^'  I  pass  over  the  evidence  of  Field  and  Upson  as 
immateriai.     The  ne&t  evidence  is  ttiat  of  Rexwor- 
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thy.  Rexworthy,  you  must  recoHect,  is,  from  his 
own  account,  a  gambler,  and  a  supporter  of  gamblers ; 
but  his  evidence,  if  worthy  of  any  consideration  at 
all,  contains  no  fact  tliat  is  material  against  me. 
*  The  next  witness  who  bears  upon  the  case  is  Ruth* 
ven»  who  produces  some  of  the  articles  found  in  the 
room  at  TetsalKs  when  I  was  apprehended ;  but  there 
is  no  proof  that  these  articles  are  inine.  I  never 
wear  white  neckcloths;  I  have  not  worn  a  white 
neckcloth  for  two  years  till  this  day.  Tou  have  beed 
told  there  was  another  person  in  the  same  room  with 
me.  Now  let  me  ask  you,  whether  it  was  prudent  on 
my  part,  if  I  had  done  the  act  with  which  I  am 
charged,  to  suffer  another  pei*son  to  be  in  my  room, 
and  have  thus  allowed  him  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
covering my  guilt?  Mr.  Simmons  produced  a  red 
shawl  handkerchief,  which  was  proved  to  have  been 
worn  by  Hunt,  and  which  proved  nothing  against  me. 

I  now  come  to  the  only  evidence  which  at  all  con* 
nccts  me  with  the  crime  committed — ^the  evidence  of 
the  only  man  whose  testimony  points  at  me.  And 
who  is  he  ?  What  is  he  ?  He  is  himself  the  murderer. 
Is  it  credible  that  he  would  have  introduced  me,  just 
hot  from  slaughtering,  to  his  wife  ?  Where  was  the 
murder  committed  ?  A  quarter  of  a  mile  from  his  own 
house.  Where  was  the  body  found?  In  his  own 
pond.  Who  took  it  there?  Himself.  Who  took 
me  to  Tetsall's  ?  Probert.  He  gives  here  the  true 
account  respecting  the  ten  pounds,  but  he  gave  a  dif- 
ferent one  before  the  Coroner  and  the  Magistrates. 
Is  such  a  man  to  be  believed  ?  Before  you  doom  a 
fellow-creature  to  an  ignominious  death,  I  conjure 
you  to  weigh  well  the  statements  of  Hunt  and  Pro* 
bert. 

Gentlemen,  are  you  to  consign  me  to  an  igno- 
minious death  upon  such  evidence  as  this?  Can  you 
reconcile  the  difference  between  the  statements  of 
Hunt  and  Probert  ?  And  yet  these  men  have  been 
running  a  race  to  be  admitted  as  approvers — these 
men  have  put  up  their  evidence  to  auction^  hoping  to 
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find  a  bribe  in  proportion  to'  the  length  of  tiieir  con* 
sciences.  The  evidence  of  Probert  throughout  clearly 
tends  to  shew  that  tlie  proposal  of  murdering  Mr.. 
Weare  was  familiar  to  him.  He  tells  you  I  informed 
him  that  I  was  going  "  to  do"  for  Mr.  Weare,  "  for 
he  had  robbed  me  of  several  hundreds/'  Can  you 
believe^  that  I  was  so  egregious  a  fool  as  to  make  such 
a  declaration  to  a  person  who  was  a  previous  stranger 
to  such  a  transaction  ? 

Probert  says»  I  told  Hunt  to  stop  at  certain  places 
on  the  road ;  he  was  a  stranger  to  that  part  of  the 
country,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Probert  both  say,  he 
never  was  at  their  cottage  before.  Mr.  Weare  was 
to  be  put  down  at  an  appointed  place.  Why  ?  be- 
cause Hunt  and  Probert  thought  that  it  was  the  most 
proper  place  to  commit  tlie  murder.  Look  at  Hunt's^ 
confession  before  the  magistrates,  and  Proberfs  evi- 
dence yesterday,  and  see  whether  they  do  not  both 
say  that  this  was  the  particular  spot  intended  for  the 
sanguinary  deed.  Is  it  credible  that  Probert  would 
have,  induced  a  stranger  to  visit  him  at  a  house  where 
he  had  no  accommodation  for  company  unless  he  had 
some  unfair  design  towards  him  ? 

It  is  in  evidence  that  Probert  advanced  twenty  shil- 
lings to  enable  Hunt  to  go  down  by  himself.  He 
ck^rly  did  not  take  him  in  his  gig,  and  in  goin^  down 
Hunt  was.  allowed  to  purchase  a  loin  of  pork,  and 
pay  for  it  with  Probert  s  money.  Is  not  this  the  con^ 
duct  of  men  who  were  going  on  a  joint  business  ?  He 
said,  I  passed  him  four  miles  on  the  road,  and  he 
describes  Ilunt  as  having  used  some  ambiguous  re- 
marks ;  and  therefore  I  believe  that  Hunt  and  Pro- 
bert enticed  Mr.  Weare  near  the  fatal  spot,  and  that 
I  too  was  intended  as  their  victim.  I  think  it  is  clear 
that  they  had  prepared  themselves  for  this  bloody 
business,  by  the  quantity  of  brandy  and  water  which 
they  got  on  the  road.  Probert  tells  you  that  Hunt 
and  I  were  to  sleep  at  his  house.  According  to 
Mrs.Probert's  account,  there  was  not  sufficient  ac- 
commodation for  us..   Why  did  he  then  invite  me 
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down  ?  Tbe  motive  is  plah  why»  hi  order  to  oart 
upon  me  the  odium  and  the  consequenoes  of  the  ff^Hbf 
deed  which  he  and  Hunt  had  meditated. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  there  was  no  spare 
bed  without  dqiriving  Miss  Noyes  of  hers.  Wpold 
you  have  done  otherwise  than  he  did  ?  Is  it  not  mani- 
fest that  the  object  of  bringing  me  there  wa»  to 
throw  all  suspicion  from  himself  upon  me  ?  The  con- 
versation which  Probert  attributes  to  me'  on  (be  night 
in  question  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  his  own  inno- 
cence. Is  it  possible  that  I  should  have  introduced 
matters  of  such  great  and  awful  danger  to  a  man  like 
Probert,  if  he  himself  had  no  previous  intimation  on 
the  subject? 

Probert^  in  his  evidence,  has  not  failed  to  press 
into  his  service  the  most  gratuitous  odium  upon  my 
character,  and  has  invented  things  which  could  never 
have  been  said  by  me.  He  says  I  told  him  that  I 
would  murder  Mr.  Barber  Beaumont  and  Mr.  Woods 
— the  latter  being  on  the  eve  of  marrying  Mrs.  Pro- 
bert's  sister,  and  then  keeping  company  witik  her.  If 
such  had  been  my  intention,  is  it  credible  that  I  should 
have  mentioned  such  a  subject  to  Probert^  above  aB 
other  persons  ? 

Observe  next  tiie  diiference  between  the  evidence 
of  Probert  and  that  of  his  wife.  He  says  tliat  I  and 
Hunt  went  for  the  body  and  took  it  over  Mr.  War- 
die's  field  near  to  the  gate,  and  that  we  then  dragged 
it  to  the  bank  of  the  pond.  Mrs.  P.  says  we  took  it 
into  the  stable  and  dragged  it  down  the  walk  firem 
the  stable  to  the  pond.  Probert  said  ttiat  we  had  no 
lantern;  but  Mrs.  Probert  winds  up  this  part  of  the 
story  by  saying  that  it  was  a  fine  moon*light  ni^it. 
These  are  manifest  contradicUons»  bat  they  are  atill 
more  obvious  when  you  come  to  consider  the  local 
situation  of  the  garden  in  which  they  lay  this  scene^ 
The  garden,  as  described  by  Probert,  had  a  boose  on 
one  side,  and  a  stable  on  the  other,  which  last  was  ia 
such  a  situation/  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
have  seen  what  he  describes.    Probert  sayv,  that 
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after  this  he  wratr  to  bed  iimnediiitdy ;  and  I  beg  jbRi 
Vill  bear  it  in  mind  that  he  states,  that  he  did  not 
get  up  next  morDing  till  irioe  o'clock,  a  fa^t  which  if 
flatly  contradicted  by  the  evidence  of  his  servant  boy. 
Probert  states,  that  he  told  me  on  Sunday,  that  Mr. 
NichoUs  knew  all  about  this  business,  and  tiiat  I  then 
said, '  I  am  baked ;'  and  yet  after  this  warning  I  re- 
turned  to  town,  to  the  place  where  I  usually  lived, 
and  where  I  was  well  known,  and  could  easily  have 
been  found  at  any  time,  and  where,  in  fact,  X  was 
found.  Mrs.  Probert  says  that  Hunt  came  down  in 
dirty  clothes,  and  that  those  very  clothes  were  seen 
on  him  on  the  Friday  night,  although,  previously  to 
his  Ic^aving  London,  I  had  lent  him  some  of  my  bror 
jber's  clothes,  which  he  did  not  return  to  me  till 
Tuesday,  the  day  before  my  apprehension.  Probert 
has  told  you,  in  order  to  add  weight  to  his  testimo^y^ 
tiiat  on  tlie  Monday  I  took  his  servant  out  of  the  way, 
that  he  might  not  answer  questions;  but  the  truth  is^ 
that  the  very  next  dsvy  Probert  was  to  quit  his  cofc^ 
tage,  having  received  a  regular  notice  to  quit  from 
^8  landlord. 

Gentlemen,  I  will  not  disgust  you  by  many  more 
remarks  upon  this  cold-blooded  act.  I  cannot  help, 
persuading  myself,  that  the  discrepancies  I  have  al-i 
ready  pointed  out  are  quite  sufficient  to  discredit 
such  witnesses  in  your  judgment ;  and  I  am  sure  at 
least  you  will  receive  with  great  caution  tlie  testi-> 
m(Hiy  of  such  a  man  as  Probert.  Between  him  and 
Hunt  you  will  bear  in  mind  that  there  has  been  a 
struggle  who  should  obtain  the  mercy  of  the  Crown.- 
He  has  been  admitted  as  an  approver,  and  therefore 
every  word  of  his  testimony  must  be  regarded  with 
the  strongest  suspicion.  You  will  observe,  that  after 
much  prevarication,  and  after  swearing  \n  his  exami^ 
nation  in  chief  that  he  did  not  come  down  stairs  on 
the  Saturday  morning  till  after  nine  o'clocki  be  re- 
fuses to  swear  that  it  was  so  late  as  eight,  although 
his  servant  boy  swears  it  was  but  seven.  You  wilt 
pot  fail  to  hskwe  remarked  on  the  character  of  thi* 
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Wilbiss.  tt'^ka  liming  from  bim  By  Mr.  Andrews, 
fliat  he  had  six  or  seven  tiifies  been  committed  by  the 
Commissioners  under  his  bankruptcy,  for  perjury  t 
f^n  wtH  not  forget  tfiat  be  introduced  Ifcnt  to  me> 
witii  an  intention  which  is  now  too  manifest. 

The  disgusting  affectation  with  which  Mrs.  Probert 
gitfv'e  her  evidence,  is  quite  sufficient  to  lay  her  credit 
under  the  strongest  suspicion ;  what  faith  can  you  put 
in  the  testimony  of  a  female  who  confesses  that  she 
put  round  her  neck  the  gold  -chain  which  had  been 
pkmdered  from  the  murdered  man  ?  and  that  after 
tbe  sapgtrinary  tragedy  had  been  perpetrated,  slie 
ealled  upon  the  blood-stained  Hunt  to  sing  her  a 
songt^  Von  will  recollect  that  this  is  the  conduct  of 
k  woman  who  well  knew  (hat  a  murder  had  just  been 
^ommitted^  and  that  the  hand  of  the  assassin,  whom 
liie  called  upon  to  sing,  was  still  reeking  with  his  vie-' 
tim*s  blood.  The  bare  statement  of  this  fact  is  sujf^ 
jElcient  to  overwhelm  her  as  a  witness,  and  render  her 
ttttorly  unworthy  of  her  sex.  I  must,  howeyer,  call 
your  attention  to  some  of  the  facts  which  she  has 
stated.  She  says  she  saw  two  men  bring  a  horse  to 
take  the  body  out  of  the  back  gate ;  that  some  dig- 
ging took  place  on  &e  spot ;  and  ttiat  she  saw  Vbe 
body  carried  out.  She  also  details  a  long  eonversa* 
tion  in  whispers  between  myself  and  her  husband, 
which,  she  says,  took  place  at  the  distance  of  a  flight 
oif  stairs  from  one  door  to  another.  In  answer  to  a 
question  put  by  tlie  learned  Judge,  she  says  that  this 
long  conversation  was  after  she  had  seen  the  digging, 
and  yet  her  husband  says  that  immediately  after  Teav* 
ing  the  body  he  went  to  bed. 

Is  it  not  clear.  Gentlemen,  that  this  whispering, 
pretended  to  have  been  overheard,  was  a  scheme  set^ 
tied  betweein  Probert  and  his  wife  ?  I  know  not, 
but  I  believe  most  firmly,  that  flie  body  never  was  in 
Probert's  pond.  Prom  Mrs.  Probert's  descriptaon 
of  what  is  called  the  garden  and  yard-gate,  you  wiU 
tee  fliat  my  statement  is  confirmed,  as  well  also  by 
the  difference  between  her  and  her  husband's  stated 


4iieiit^  aa  to  the  bringing  in  of  tbie  body; '  I  may  bima 
explain  the  circumstance  of  ibe  supposed  grave,  by 
Celling  you  that  it  was  a  potato. field*  and  that  the  pd* 
4;aJtoes  were  taken  away  previously  to  Probert's  leav* 
ing  the  cottage. 

Probertsaid  that  the  body  was  stripped  by  the  side 
of  the  pond,  but  I  could  not  learn  from  the  eyidenqe 
on  which  side  it  was.  In  the  prmt  in  a  Sunday  News- 
paper oi  November  9»  it  is  represented  to  have  beep 
,on  the  opposite  aide  to  where  JVlrs.  .Probert  says  nhe 
saw  it  dragging*  From  the  evidence  of  Prol)ert  and 
otherSj  it  is  clearly  proved  that  Hunt  hired  the. horse 
-and  gig,  and  got  every  thing  ready  on  the  occasioa; 
imd  f^om  the  evidence  of  Fleet  it  is  found  that  Hunt 
took  the  shovel,  whitih  has  been  produced.  Probect 
.sapplied  the  sovereign  to  pay  Hunt's  exj^enses. 

I  beg  to  call  your  serious  consideration  to  the  ev^-- 
denee  of  Mr.  Clarke,  the  landlord  ef  theWblte  Lion, 
jsA  Edgeware.  You  will  remember  .he  states,  that  a^ 
he  was  returning  home,  he  xoet^  pg  on.  the  wrong 
side  of  the  xoaa,  auA  that  at  the  same,  time  &  coach 
was  passing,  by  the'lamps  of  which  he  waa  enabled  to 
distinguish  my  person.  jDoes  not  your  ^own  cKperi*- 
«nce  prove  this  to  be  false?  And  I  now  hereby  de- 
clare most  solemnly  that  it  is  utterly  false.  Is  it  -  poa^ 
sible  that  on  a  wide  road,  in  a  dark  nighty  a  maQ 
passing  at  a  quick  rate,  being  thirty  yards  off,  could 
be  able  to  distiaguisli  the  countenance  of  another  in  . 
an  opposed  gig,  by.  tiie  lamps  of  u  coach?  Would 
not  the  lamps  in  such  a  case  hinder,  rather  thaii  assist 
the  view  ?  Does  not  every  night's  experience  pro ve 
this  ?  But  tlie  circumstanee  of  my  being  on  me  off 
side,  and  having,  as  he  says,  a  gentleman  with  me^-  > 
is,.  I  submit  to  you,  the  stroqgest  proof  .that  be  couia 
Bot  catch  a  glimpse  of  my  countenance.  We  ait 
know,  according  to  general  principles,  that  when  a 
witness  tries  to  prove  too  mucli,  he  fails  in<every  par'- 
ticular.  The  testimony  of.  Kr«  Claika  is-  therefore 
hot  to  be  depended  upon,  and   I  shall  be  able  to 
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*  prove  that  he  is  a  man  on  whom  no  reliance  can  be 
placed. 

I  beg  also  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  evidence 
of  the  hackney-coachman  who  set  Mr.  Weare  down 
at  a  quarter  past  four  o'clock.  You  will  please  to 
recollect  that  he  said  positively'  it  was  half-past  four 
when  the  deceased  lef6  his  coach ;  that  I  met  him, 
and  assisteli  in  carrying  away  his  bag.  Now  all  the 
other  witnesses  say  that  I  did  not  leave  Mr.  Tetsairs 
till  five.  These  tacts  prove  that  I  could  not  be  the 
man  who  met  him»  and  establish  the  fact,  that  some 
other  person  must  have  met  the  deceased.  It  is  ob- 
vious, therefore,  that  this  coachman  is  also  introduced 
to  assist  in  the  conspiracy  against  me ;  and  1  have 
no  doubt  that,  if  he  had  been  allowed  to  see  me  in 
prison,  and  I  had  been  pointed  out,  he  too,  like  the 
other  witnesses,  would  have  identified  me. 

The  witness.  Freeman,  says  he  met  a  gig  in  Gill's- 
hill-Iane ;  before  the  Magistrates  he  said  it  was  a 
yellow  gig,  but  now  he  says  he  never  did  say  so, 
although  to  my  perfect  recollection  he  did.  The 
evidence  of  Mr.  Clarke's  hostler  proves  that  the 
night  was  so  dark  that  it  was  impossible  to  distin- 
guidi  any  thing.  Probert,  who  I  am  sure  you  will 
think  is  unworthy  of  credit,  says,  if  my  recollection  be 
correct~* 

Mr.  Justice  Park  here  interposed,  and  said,  *^  Pri- 
soner, I  don*t  wish  to  interrupt  you,  but  I  wish  you 
not  to  deceive  yourself  by  stating  as  a  fact  that  which 
is  not  well  founded.  In  the  depositions  taken  before 
the  Magistrates,  which  I  have  before  me,  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  witness  Freeman  asserted  that  it  was 
a  yellow  gig;  you  have  asserted  that  he  did  say  so, 
but  I  cannot  allow  that  to  be  said.  Go  on  wiih 
your  observations.  I  only  interrupt  you  for  your 
own  sake." 

Tburtell  then  bowed  respectfully  to  his  Lordship, 
and  resumed  his  defence. 
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That  18  the  strong  impression  upon  my  mind,  t 
assure  your  Lordship.  The  evidence  of  Probert  is^ 
that  he  left  the  Artichoke  public-house  eleven  minutes 
Ibefore  nine,  but  Mr.  Field  says,  that  he  left  at  a 
quarter  past  seven.  Taking  this  statement  to  be 
true,  it  is  clear  that  Probert  and  Hunt  had  time 
enough  to  goto  the  top  of  Gill's-hill-lane,  and  return  to 
the  Artichoke  after  they  had  perpetrated  the  murder, 
M  as  to  enable  them  to  throw  (he  guilt  upon  the 
shoulders  of  any  other  person  than  their  own.  Can 
you  believe,  or  can  any  body  believe,  that  Probert, 
without  some  inquiry,  would  have  left  nis  companion 
Hunt,  on  a  dark  night,  at  nine  o  clock,  half  a  mile 
from  his  own  cottage  ?  Is  that  possible,  or  can  you 
be  so  much  imposed  upon  as  to  believe  it?  No ;  I 
tun  satisfied  you  wilt  not.  I  am  satisfied  you  will 
consider  this  circumstance  as  sufiicient  to  overrule 
Probert's  statement;  and  without  that  there  is  no 
evidence  to  support  the  charge  against  me. 

I  must  now  advert  to  <he  testimony  of  Mr.  Clarke's 
hostler.  He  stated,  that  two  gentlemen  arrived  at 
his  master's  house,  at  a  quarter  past  seven ;  that  it 
was  dark,  and  that  he  could  not  distinguish  the  coun- 
tenance of  either  ;  and  yel  he  takes  upon  himself  to 
distinguish  the  countenance  of  one  of  llie  gentlemen, 
whom  the  laundry-maid  comes  forward  to  isay  she 
believes  was  Mr.  Weare.  But,  Gentlemen,  there  is 
no  other  person  to  prove  this  fact ;  there  is  no  other 
^person  to  prove  that  the  gig  did  stop  at  his  master's 
house.  And,  let  me  ask  you,  when  this  unhappy  bu» 
siness  was  agitated,  why  did  not  the  hostler  come  for- 
ward to  offer  his  evidence  at  the  Coroner's  Tnquest, 
or  before  the  Magistrates  ?  He  certainly  did  not ; 
and  he  now  comes  forward  for  the  first  time.  I  now 
declare,  that,  looking  at  Mr.  Clarke's  evidence,  and 
the  hostler's,  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  have 
been  seen  by  diem. 

As  to  the  evidence  of  the  man  who  sold  the  pistols, 
I  am  smrp  you  must  be  quite  satisfied  it  does  not  at 
an  identify  me  with  this  transaction.    With  respect 
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to  tiie  evidence  giv^i  by  U^sou  eod.Forater,  «b  to 
the  convefsation  they  have  mentioiied,  ce rtaioIy^Mm^ 
thing  of  the  kind  did  occur,  but  they  have  eotireljp 
mistaken  the  purport  and  nature  of  it.  I  am  qiiit^ 
certain  that  the  real  meaning  of  any  thing  I  mi^ 
say  was  no  more  than  to  express  my  disapprobatiofi 
of  the  persons  suspected,  and  to  designate  them  by 
the  word  *  scoundrel/  If  I  had  been  in  this -horrible 
affair^  I  certainly  would  never  have  betrayed  my 
companions.  Enough  has  been  said  to  you  about  ths 
watch;  it  •has  been  most  minutely  and. circumstan- 
tially described,  and  yet  it  is  not  forthcoming;  Hm^ 
you  not  a  right,  and  have  I  not  a  still  greater  rights 
to  ask,  '*  Where  is  it  ?  what  has  become  of  it  ?  whj 
do  Ih^  not  produce  it  ?" 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  I  ought 
to  rejoice  that  the  circumstances  alone  on  which  the 
prosecutors  rely  in  support  of  their  case,  afford  the 
strongest  evidence  of  my  lunocence*  The  case  for 
ttie  prosecution  is  founded  entirely  on  circumstantial 
evideuoe.  I  have  demonstrated  to  you  that  the  cir* 
cumstances  proved  do  not  point  at  me,  as  being  con<- 
cerned  in  the  perpetration  of  this  murder.  But,  Gen* 
tiemen,  circumstantial  evidence  is  at  best  but  a  fear^ 
fill  guide  to  human  judgment.  If  human  judgment  i^ 
to  be  guided  by  circumstantial  evidence  abne,  the 
greatest  errors  may  be  committed.  Nothing  can  be 
mure  frail,  more  liable  to  deception  nnd  £alse  conclo* 
sions,  than  mere  circumstances,  which  are  at  all  timee 
equivocal.  In  the  annals  of  foreign  and  domestio 
jur»prudence,  some  of  the  most  melancholy  and 
dreadful  instances  are  to  be  found  of  a  too  &tai  ad* 
berenee  to*  the  supposed  in&diibiUty  of  circumstantial 
evidence.  Among  the  former  we  find  a  fatb^  txwri 
demned  to  death,  upon  mere  oircumstances,  for-  the 
supposed  murder  of  a  child,  aad  a  pom*  servant^^girl 
convicted  of  a  theft  qf  which  she  was  wholly  guiltless  ; 
and  among  the  htiM  the  instances  are  naany .  * 

My  Lord  Hale,  in  his  Pleas  of  the  Crown,  vol.  % 
f.  200,  says,  I  could  joe^er  qomriet  ^y  peraoo  w 
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nrnrder  or  manslaughter^  unless  evidence  of  &te  most 
satisfaetory  nature  respecting  the  body  of  the  deceaseds 
and  the  nature  of  the  wounds  which  had  caused  his 
death,  should  be  produced  in  aid  of  the-.circumstance^ 
Iby  which  the  accusation  was  to  be  supported* 

The  same  learned  Judge  quotes  a  case  showing  the 
necessity  of  such  a  resolution,  which  he  states  to  have 
happened  in  Staffordshire,  within  his  own  recollection* 

A.  was  missing,  and  there  being  a  strong  presumption 
that  he  had  been  despatched  by  B.  who  was  suspect- 
ed of  having  consumed  his  body  to  ashes  in  his  owu 
oven,  B.  was  indicted  for  the  murder,  convicted  and 
executed.  About  a  year  afterwards  A.  returned 
home  from  beyond  seas,  whither  he  had  been  sent  by 

B.  against  his  will ;  so  that,  although,  perhaps,  B.  really 
deserved  death,  he  was  clearly  innocent  of  that  crime 
for  which  he  suffered. 

Another  case,  from  the  same  high  authority,  was 
that  of  a  nobleman  who  had  the  care  of  bringing  iqp 
his  niece,  to  whom  he  was  the  next  in  succession  to 
certain  property.  The  child,  it  seems,  bad  commit- 
ted some  offence,  for  which  her  uncle  had  found  it 
necessary  to  correct  her,  and  she  had  been  overheard 
saying,  "  Good  uncle,  don't  kill  me/'  The  child  was 
afterwards  not  to  be  found ;  the  uncle  was  committed 
for  the  murder,  and  the  Judge,  before  whom  be  was 
tried,  admonished  him  to  find  the  child  against  the 
next  assizes.  When  that  period  arrived*  the  uncle 
could  not  find  the  child,  but  produced  another,  like 
his  niece,  in  years  and  in  figure.  On  examination,  it 
was  discovered  that  this  child  was  not  the  one  which 
Jiad  disappeared,  and  the  uncle  was  found  guilty  and 
executed.  It  appeared  afterwards  that  the  child  had 
heen  terrified,  had  run  away,  and  had  been  received 
hy  a  stranger  who  maintained  her ;  and  when  she 
became  of  age  she  claimed  her  land,  and  was  put  in 
possession  of  it,  having  satisfactorily  proved  herself  to 
he  the  true  child. 

Thurtell  then  proceeded  to  read  from  the  Percy 
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Anecdotes,  a  work  which .  he  observed  was 
Gated  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  following  iuterr 

'esting 

• 

CASES  OF  CONVICTION  ON  CIRCUMSTANTIAL 

EVIDENCE. 

r 

'  CASE  OF  THE  FARMER  IN  THE  REIGN  OF  QUEEN 

ELIZABETH. 

**  In  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  a  person  was  ar- 
raigned before  Sir  James  Dyer,  Lord  Chief  Justice 
cH  the  Common  Pleas,  from  whose  own  notes  the  ac- 
count is  said  to  have  been  taken,  upon  an  iiidictmeni 
for  the  murder  of  a  man  who  dwelt  in  the  same  parish 
with  the  prisoner. 

*'  The  first  witness  against  him  deposed,  that  on  a 
certain  day,  mentioned  by  the  witness,  in  the  morn- 
ing, as  he  was  going  through  a  close;  which  he  partir 
cularly  described,  at  some  distance  from  the  path,  he 
saw  a  person  lying  dead  and  that  two  wounds  ap- 
peared in  his  breast,  and  his  shirt  and  clothes  were 
much  stained  with  blood  ;  that  the  wounds  appeared 
to  the  witness  to  have  been  made  by  the  puncture  of  a 
pitchfork  or  some  such  instrument,  and  looking  about 
he  discovered  a  fork  lying  near  the  corpse,  which  he 
tpok  up;  and  observed  it  to  be  marked  with  the  initi- 
als of  the  prisoner's  name ;  here  the  witness  produced 
the  fork  in  court,  which  the  prisoner  Owned  to  be 
his. 

"  The  prisoner  waved  asking  the  witness  any 
questions. 

"  A  second  witness  deposed,  that  on  the  morning 
of  the  day  on  which  the  deceased  was  killed,  the  wit- 
ness had  risen  very  early  with  an  intention  of  going 
to  a  neighbouring  market  town,  which  he  mentioned ; 
that  as  he  was  standing  in  the  entry  of  his  own  dwel- 
ling-house, the  street-door  being  open»  he  saw  the  pri- 
soner come  by  dressed  in  a  suit  of  clothes,  the  colour 
and  fashion  of  which  be  described  ;  that  he  (the  wit- 


ness)  was  prevented  from  goiog  to  ftwrket,  and  that 
afterwards  ibe  first  witness  brought  notiee  to  the 
town  ef  the  death  and  wounds  of  the  deceased*  and  of 
the  prisoner's  fork  bekig  fotmd  near  the  corpse  ;  thait 
upon  this  report  the  prisoner  was  apprehended,  and 
carried  before  a  jurtice  of  peace ;  that  he,  tiiis  witness^ 
fottewed  the  prisoner  to  the  justice's  h^ise»  and  atii 
tended  his  examination,  during  which  he  observed  the . 
exchange  of  clothes  the  prisoner  had  made  since  the 
tioBd  he  had  seen  him  in  the  morning;  that  on  the  wit* 
ness  charging  him  with  having  changed  his  clothes,  ha 
gave  several  shuflSing  aMwers,  and  would  have  de> 
ilied  it;  that  upon  witness  mentioning  this  circum- 
stance of  change  of  dress,  the' justice  granted  a  waor*' 
rant  to  search  the  prisoner's  house  for  the  clothes 
dMoribed  by  die  witness  as  having  been  put  off  sinee 
flie  morning;  that  this  witness  attended  and  assisted 
at  the  search ;  that  after  a  nice  seardbi  of  two  hoore 
and  upwards,  the  very  clothes  the  witness  had  de- 
scribed, were  discovered  concealed  in  a  straw  bed« 
He  then  produced  the  bloody  clothes  in  Court,  which 
the  prisoner  owned  to  be  Ins  clothes,  i&d  to  have 
been  thrast  in  the  straw  bed  with  the  intention  to 
conceal  them  on  the  account  of  tiieir  being  bloody. 

**  The  prisoner  also  waved  asking  this  second  wit^ 
ness  any  questions, 

*^  A  third  witness  deposed  to  his  having  lieard 
the  prisoner  deliver  certain  menaces  against  the  de^ 
ceased,  whence  the  prosecutor  intended  to  infer  m 
proof  of  nudke  prepense.  In  answer  to  this  the  pri** 
Boner  proposed  certain  questicNis  to  the  Court,  lead* 
jng  to  a  diseovery  of  the  occasion  of  tlie  menacing 
expressions  deposed  to ;  and  from  the  witness's  afip- 
awers  to  those  qnestions,  it  appeand  that  thed6h 
iMased  had  first  menaced  the  prisoner. 

^*  The  prisoner  being  called  upon  for  his  defenee^ 
Addressed  the  following  narration  to  the  Court,  m 
containing  all  he  knew  concerning  the  manner  and 
cireoQrtances  of  the  death  of  the  deceased.  *  He 
im«M'a  olMe  in  the  same  pacish  with  the  de«eased^ 
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and  the  deceased  rented  anotiier  close  adjoining  to 
it.  The  only  way  to  his  own  close  was  through  that 
q£  the  deceased ;  and  on  the  day  the  murder  in  the 
indictment  was  said  to  be  committed,  he  rose  early 
in  the  morning,  in  order  to  go  to  work  in  his  dose 
with  his  fork  in  his  hand ;  and  passing  through  the 
deceased's  ground,  he  observed  a  man  at  some  distance 
from  the  path,  lying  down  as  if  dead  or  drunk:  he 
thought  himself  bound  to  see  what  condifion  the  per- 
son was  in  ;  and  on  getting  up  to  him  he  found  him 
at  the  last  extremity,  with  two  wounds  in  his  breast* 
from  which  much  blood  had  issued.  In  order  to  re- 
lieve him  he  ra,ised  him  up,  and  with  great  difficulty 
sat  him  on  his  lap;  he  told  the  deceased  he  was 
greatly  concerned  at  his  uuhappy  fate,  and  the  more 
so  as  there  appeared  reason  to  think  he  bad  been  mur-. 
dered.  He  entreated  the  deceased  to.  discover,  if 
possible,  who  it  was,  assuring  him  he  would  do  his 
best  endeavours  to  bring  him  to  justice.  The  de- 
ceased seemed  to  be  sensible  of  wfa^t  he  said,  and  ja 
the  midst  of  his  agonies  attempted  to  speak  to  him, 
but  was  seized  with  a  rattling  in  his  throat,  gave  a 
hard  struggle,  then  a  dreadful  groan,  and  vomiting  a 
dealjof  blood,  some  of  which  fell  on  his  (the  prisoner's) 
clothes,  he  expired  in  his  arms.  The  shock  he  felt 
on  account  of  this  accident  was  not  to  be  expressed* 
and  the  rather*  as  it  was  well  known  ttiat  thete  had 
been  a  difference  between  the  deceased  and  himself; 
on  which  account  he  might  posaiblybe  suspected  of 
tiie  murder.  He  therefore  thought  it  advisable  to 
leave  Oie  deceased  in  the  condition  he  was,  and  take 
no  further  notice  of  the  matter ;  in  the  confusion  he 
was  in  when  he  left  the  place,  he  took  the  deceased's 
fork  away  instead  of  his  own,  which  was  by  the  side 
of  the  corpse.  Being  obliged  to  go  to  his  work,  hfi 
thought  it  best  to  shift  his  clotfics,  and  that  they 
might  not  be  seen,  he  confessed  thftt  he  had  hid  them 
in  the  place  where  they  were  found.  It  was  true  be 
had  denied  before  the  justice  that  ho  had  chunged  ttiB 
clothes,  being  oonsdoos  this  was  an  ugly  circwnr 


THE  GAHBLEE.  S8Z 

stance  liiat  might  be  urged  against  him»  being  unwill*' 
ing  to  be  brought  into  trouble  if  he  could  help  it.  He 
concluded  his  story  with  a  most  soleom  declaration 
that  he  had  related  nothing  but  the  exact  truth, 
without  adding  or  diminishing  one  tittle,  as  he  should 
answef  for  it  to  God  Almighty.* 

'^  Being  then  called  upon  to  produce  his  witnesses, 
tlie  prisoner  answered  with  a  steady,  composed  coun- 
tenance, and  resolution  of  voice,  *  he  had  no  wit- 
nesses but  God  and  his  own  conscience/ 

**  The  Judge  then  proceeded  to  deliver  his  charge, 
in  which  he  particularly  enlarged  on  the  heinousness 
of  the  crime,  and  laid  great  stress  on  the  force  of  the 
evidence,  which,  although  circumstantial  only^  he  de- 
clared he  thought  to  be  irresistible,  and  little  inferior 
to  the  most  positive  proof.  The  prisoner  had  indeed 
cooked  up  a  very  plausible  story ;  but,  if  such  or  the 
like  aUegations  were  to  be  admitted  in  a  case  of  this 
kind,  no  murderer  would  ever  be  brought  to  justice, 
such  deeds  being  generally  perpetrated  in  the  dark, 
and  with  the  greatest  secrecy.  The  present  case  was 
exempted,  in  his  opinion,  from  all  possibility  of  doubt, 
and  tiiey  ought  not  to  hesitate  one  moment  about 
finding  the  prisoner  guilty. 

^^  The  foreman  begged  of  his  lordship,  as  this  was 
a  case  of  life  and  death,  that  the  jury  might  with- 
draw ;  and  upon  tliis  motion  an  officer  was  sworn  to 
keep  the  jury  locked  up. 

^'  This  trial  came  on  tlie  first  in  the  morning  ;  and 
the  judge  having  sat  till  nine  at  night  expecting  the 
return  of  the  jury,  at  last  sent  an  officer  to  inquire  if 
they  were  agreed  on  their  verdict.  Some  of  them 
returned  for  answer,  that  eleven  of  their  body  had 
been  of  Ihe  same  mind  from  the  first,  but  that  it  was 
their  misfortune  to  have  a  foreman  who,  having  taken 
up  a .  diflferent  opinion  from  them,  was  unalterably 
fixed  in  it.  The  messenger  had  no  sooner  gone, 
than  the  complaining  members,  alarmed  at  the  thought 
of  being  kept  under  confinement  all  night,  and  de- 
spairing of  bringing  their  dissenting  brother  over  to 
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Iheir  own  way  of  thinking,  agreed  to  accede  to  his 
opinion,  and  having  acquainted  him  with  their  resolu- 
tion, they  sent  an  officer  to  detain  his  Lordship  a  few 
minutes,  and  then  went  into  court,  and  by  their  fore- 
man brought  in  the  prisoner  not  guilty. 

**  His  lordship  could  not  help  expressing  the 
greatest  surprise  and  indignation  at  this  unexpected 
verdict ;  and,  after  giving  the  Jury  a  severe  admoni- 
tion, he  refused  to  record  the  verdict,  and  sent  them 
back  again  witli  directions  that  they  should  be  locked 
up  all  night  without  fire  or  candle.  The  whole  blame 
was  publicly  laid  on  the  foreman  by  the  rest  of  the 
members,  and  they  spent  the  night  -in  loading  him 
with  reflections,  and  bewailing  their  unhappy  late  in 
being  associated  with  so  hardened  a  wretch.  But  he 
remained  inflexible,  constantly  declaring  he  would 
suffer  death  rather  than  change  his  opinion. 

•'  As  soon  as  his  lordship  came  into  Court  next 
morning,  he  sent  again  to  the  Jury,  on  which  the 
eleven  members  joined  in  requesting  their  foreman  to 
go  into  Court,  assuring  him  they  would  abide  by  their 
former  verdict,  whatever  was  the  consequrtice ;  and, 
on  being  reproached  with  their  former  inconstancy, 
they  promised  never  to  desert  or  recriminate  upotl 
their  foreman  any  more. 

"  Upon  these  assurances  they  proceeded  again  into 
Court,  and  again  brought  in  the  prisoner  not  guilty. 
The  Judge  unable  to  conceal  his  rage  at  a  verdict 
which  appeared  to  him  in  the  most  iniquitous  light, 
reproached  them  severely,  and  dismissed  them  with 
the  cutting  reflection,  •  That  the  blood  of  the  de- 
ceased lay  at  their  doors/ 

*•  The  prisoner  on  his  part  fell  down  on  his  knees, 
and  with  uplifted  eyes  and  hands  to  God,  thanked 
him  most  devoutly  for  his  deliverance ;  and,  address- 
ing hiiuself  to  the  Judge,  cried  out,  •  You  see,  my 
Lord,  that  God  and  a  good  conscience  are  the  best 
witnesses.' 

•'  When  the  prisoner  arrived  at  this  passage,  his 
Voice  faltered,  and  he  shed  a  few  tears ;  but  almost 
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AMtatitiy  recovering  bimseir  he  pat  his  hand  lo  his 
eyes,  and  then  with  a  firm  voice  proceeded. 

**  The  circumstance  made  a  deep  impremon  on  the 
mind  of  the  Judge ;  and.  as  soon  as  he  had  retired 
from  court,  he  entered  into  conversation  with  the 
high  sherifr  upon  what  had  passed,  and  particularly- 
examined  him  as  to  his  knowledge  of  the  foreman  of 
file  Jury.  The  high  sheriff  answered  his  lordBhip, 
Ihat  he  Imd  been  acquainted  with  him  many  years  ; 
that  he  had  a  freehold  estate  of  his  own  of  above  .50f. 
<i-year ;  and  that  he  rented  a  very  considerable  farm 
l^ides  ;  that  he  never  knew  him  charged  with  an  ill 
netion,  and  tibat  he  was  universaHy  beloved  and  es- 
teemed in  his  neighbourhood. 

*^  For  forther  information,  his  lordship  sent  for 
4he  minister  of  the  parish,  who  gave  the  same  favour- 
able account  of  his  parishioner;  with  this  addition — 
that  he  was  a  constant  churchman,  and  a  devout 
communicant. 

**  These  accounts  increased  his  lordship's  per- 
plexity, from  which  he  could  think  of  no  expedient  to 
deliver  himself,  but  by  having  a  conference  in  private 
with  the  only  person  who  could  give  him  satisfaction; 
ttis  he  requested  the  sheriff  to  procure,  who  readily 
offered  his  service,  and  without  delay  brought  about 
the  desired. interview. 

**  Upon  the  foreman  of  the  jury  being  introduced 
to  the  Judge,  his  lordship  retired  with  him  into  a  clo- 
set, where  his  lordship  opened  his  reasons  for  desiring 
that  visit,  making  no  scruple  of  acknowledging  the 
uneasiness  he  wns  under  on  account  of  the  verdict, 
and  conjuring  his  visitor  frankly  to  discover  his  rea- 
sons for  acquitting  the  prisoner.  The  juryman  re- 
turned for  answer,  that  he  had  sufficient  reasons  to 
justify  bis  conduct,  and  that  he  was  neither  ashamed 
nor  afraid  to  reveal  them ;  but  as  he  had  hitherto 
locked  them  up  in  his  own  breast,  and  was  under  no 
compulsion  to  disclose  them,  be  expected  his  lordship 
would  engage  upon  his  honour  to  keep  what  he  was 
about  to  unfold  to  him  a  secret,  as  he  himself  luul 
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done.  His  lordship  haviDg .  done  m,  the  joryman 
proceeded  to  give  his  lordship  the  following  account : 
— '  The  deceased  being  the  tithe-man  where  he  (the 
juryman)  lived,  he  had,  the  morning  of  his  deceasQ^ 
been  in  bis  (the  juryman's  ground,  amongst  his  conii 
and  had  done  him  great  iiq'ustice  by  taking  more  than 
his  due,  and  acting  otherwise  in  a  most  arbitrary 
manner.  When  he  complained  of  this  treatment,  he 
had  not  only  been  abused  with  scurrilous  language, 
but  the  deceased  had  struck  at  him  several  times  with 
his  fork,  and  had  actually  wounded  him  in  two  places, 
tlie  scars  of  which  wounds  he  then  showed  his  lord^ 
ship.  The  deceased  seemed  bent  on  mischief,  and 
the  farmer  having  no  weapon  to  defend  himself,  had 
no  other  way  to  preserve  his  own  life  but  by  closing 
in  with  the  deceased,  and  wrenching  the  fork  out  (tf 
his  hands ;  which  having  effected,  the  deceased  at- 
tempted to  recover  the  fork,  and  in  the  scuffle  re- 
ceived the  two  wounds  which  had  occasioned  his 
death.  The  farmer  was  ineKpressibly  concerned  at 
the  accident  which  occasioned  the  man's  death,  and 
especially  when  the  prisoner  was  taken  up  on  suspi- 
cion of  the  murder.  But  the  assizes  being  just  over, 
he  was  unwilling  to  surrender  himself  and  to  confess 
the  matter,  because  his  farm  and  affairs  would  have 
been  ruined  by  lying  so  long  in  gMl.  He  was  sure 
to  have  been  acquitted  on  bis  trial,  for  be  had  con- 
sulted the  ablest  lawyers  upon  the  case,  who  aU 
agreed  that  as  the  deceased  had  been  the  aggressor, 
he  could  only  have  been  guilty  of  manslaughter  at 
most.  It  was  true  he  had  suffered  greatly  in  his  owti 
mind  on  the  prisoner's  account;  but  being  well  as- 
sured that  imprisonment  would  be  of  less  consequ^ice 
to  the  prisoner  than  to  himself,  he  had  suffered  the 
law  to  take  its  course.  In  order,  however,  to  render 
the  prisoner's  confinement  as  easy  to  him  ma  possible, 
he  had  given  him  every  kind  of  assistance,  and  had 
wholly  supported  his  family  ever  since.  And,  to  get 
him  clear  of  the  charge  laid  against  him,  he  had  pro^ 
cured  himself  to  be  summoned  on  the  jury,  and  sat  at 
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tbe  lisad  of  them ;  having  alt  along  deteimined  in  his 
own  breast  rather  to  die  himself,  than  to  suffer  any 
harm  to  be  done  to  the  prisoner. 

*'  His  lordship  expressed  great  satisfaQtion  at  this 
ac.count;  and  after  thanking  the  farmer  for  it,  and 
making  this  .farther  stipulation,  that  in  case  his  lord- 
ship  shotdd  survive  him,  he  might  then  be  at  liberty  to. 
telate  this  fact,  that  it  might  be  delivered  down  to  pos- 
terity, the  conference  broke  up. 
-  ",  The  juryman  lived  fifteen  years  afterwards ;  the 
Judge  inquired  after  him  every  year,  and  happening 
to  survive  him,  felt  himself  at  Uberty  to  make  a  dis« 
closure  of  this  extraordinary  occurrence. 

CASE  OP  A  MAN  UNJUSTLY  EXECUTED  FOR  THE 
SUPPOSED  MURDER  OF  HIS  FATHER. 

''  A  man  was  tried  for,  and  convicted  of,  the  mur« 
^r  of  his  own  father.  The  evidence.against  him  was 
merely  circumstantial,  and  the  principal  witness  was 
bis  sister. .  Siie  proved  that  her  father  possessed  a 
small  income,  which,  with  his  industry,  enabled  him 
(o  live  with  comfort;  that  her  brother,  who  was  his 
heir-at-law,  had  often  expressed  a  great  desire  to 
come  into  possession  of  bis  father.'s  efi^cts ;  and  that 
^e  had  long  belukved  in  a  very  undutiful  manner  to 
him,  wishing,  as  the  yvitness  beljeved,  to  put  a  period 
to  his  existence  by  iineasiness  and  vexation;  th^  on 
the  evening  the  murder  was  committed*  the  deceased 
went  a  bim\1  distance  from  the  house  to  milk  a  cow  he 
had  for  some  time  kept,  and  that  the  witness  also 
went  Out  t^i  spend  (lie  evening  and  tQ  sleep,  leaving  ' 
only  her  brother  in  the  house;  that  returning  home 
early  in  the  morning,  and  finding  th^t  her  father  and 
brother  were,  both  absent,.. she  was  much  alarmed, 
and  sent  for  some  of.  the  neighbours  to  consult  with 
them,  and  to  receive  advice  what  should  be  done ; 
that  in  company  with  these  neighbours  she  went  to 
the  bov^I  11^  whi(^  her  father  was  a^eiistotn^d  tor  miUc 
tde  «ow,  wh!^9  they  found  hijm  murdered,  in  it  mOst 
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on  her  brothdrt  nd  there  being  then  some  snow  upen 
the  ground,  in  which  .the  footsteps  *of  a  human  being 
to  md  from  fbe  ho^ei  were  observed,  it  was  agreed 
to  take  one  of  her  brotfaer^s  sboes^  and  to  measow 
therewith  the  impressions  in  the  snw.  This  wm 
done»  an^  there  did  not  remain  a  donbt  that  the  im^ 
pressioDS  were  made  with  his  shoes.  Thm  ecnfinneA 
in  their  suspicions,  they  then  immediately  went  to  the 
prisoner's  room,  and  a£ter  a  diligent  seareh,  they 
found  a  hammer  in  the  earner  of  a  prirabe  drawer 
with  several  spots  of  blood  upon  it. 

*'  The  circumstance  of  finding  the  deoeased,  and 
the  hammer,  and  the  identity  of  the  footsteps,  as  de* 
scribed  by  the  former  witness,  were  fiilly  proved  by 
the  neighbours  whom  she  had  called ;  and  upon  this 
evidence  the  prisoner  was  convicted  and  suffered 
death,  but  denied  tiie  act  to  the  last. 

**  About  four  years  after,  the  sister,  who  had  been 
ehief  witness,  was  eaitremely  ill ;  and  understandmg 
that  there  were  no  hopes  of  her  recovery,  she  con- 
fessed that  her  father  and  brother  having  offended 
her,  she  was  determined  they  should  both  die;  anA 
accordingly,  when  tlie  former  went  to  milk  the  cow^ 
she  followed  him  with  her  brother's  hammer,  and  in 
Ms  .shoes;  that  she  felled  herfaAer  with  Hie  hammer^ 
and  hud  it  where  it  was  afterwards  found;  that  she 
then  went  from  home,  to  give  a  better  colour  to  the 
horrid  transaction;  and  that  her  brother  was  pei^ 
fectly  innocent  of  the  crime  for  which  he  had  snf- 
fered. 

'^  She  was  immediately  taken  into  eustody,  bnt 
died  before  she  ceidd  be  brought  to  trial. '^ 

CASE  OF  WILLIAM  SHAW,  EXECUTED  ON  CIRCUM- 
STANTIAL EVIDENCE,  FOR  THE  SUPPOSED 
MURDER  OP  HIS  DAUGHTER. 

V  An  upholsterer  of  the  name  of  William  Sha#» 
ivhowaa  residing  at  Edinburglr  m  the  year  ITSft, 
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had  a  daughter  Catherine,  who  lived  with  him,  and 
who  encouraged  the  addresses'  of  John  Lawson, 
a  jeweller,  contrnry  to  the  wishes  of  her  father, 
who  had  insuperable  objections  against  him,  and 
arged  his  daughter  to  receive  the  addresses  of  a  son 
of  Alexander  Robertson,  a  friend  and  neighbour. 
The  girl  refused  most  peremptorily.  The  fathfer 
grew  enraged.  Passionate  expressions  arose  on' 
both  sides,  and  the  words  *  barbarity,  cruelty,  and* 
death/  were  frequently  pronounced  by  the  daughter.' 
At  length  her  father  left  her,  locking  the  door  after 
him. 

'  "  The  apartment  of  Shaw  was  only  divided  by  a 
slight  partition  from  that  of  one  Morrison;  a  watch- 
case  maker,  who  had  indistinctly  heard  the  conver- 
sation and  quarrel  between  Catherine  Shaw  and  her 
father ;  and  was  particularly  struck  with  the  words 
she  had  pronounced  feo  emphatically.       For  sbtne 
time  after  the  father  had  gone  out,  all  was  silent ; 
but '  presently  Morrison  heard  several  groans  from" 
tile  daughter.     He  called  in  some  of  the  neighbours ; 
and  these  listening  attentively,  not  only  heard  *  the 
groans,  but  also  her  faintly  exclaim,  •  Cruel  fether,* 
thou  art  the  cause  of  my  death  !*    Struck  with  .the 
expression,  tlrey   got  a  constable,  and  forced  the^ 
door  of  Shaw's  apartment,  where  thfey  found  the 
daughter  weltering  in  her  blood,  and  a  knife  by- 
her  side.      She  was  alive  and  speechless;    hut  on 
questioning  her  as  to  owing  her  death  to  her  fd-* 
ther,  she  was  just  able  to  make  a  motion  with  her 
head,  apparently  in  the  affirmative,  and  then  expired. 
"  At  this  moment  Shaw  enters  the  room.      All 
eyes  are  upon  him  !     He  sees  his  neighbours  and  a 
constable  in  his  apartment,   and  seems  much  dis- 
ordered ;  but  at  the  sight  of  his  daughter  he  turns 
pale,    trembles,  and  is  ready  to   sink.      The  first 
surprise  and  the  sueceeding  horror  leave  little  do^bC 
of  his  guilt  in- the  breasts  of  the  beholders;    and 
even  that  little  is  done  awaf  ^  on  the  nonstable  ilts*^ 
ooTering  that  the  shirt  of  WiUianl  Shttw  ia  bloocty. 

2h 
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**  He  WM  initaiiliy.  hurried  ^before  a  inagirtriite^ 
and  upon  tbe  depositk>D  of  the  partieg^  comuutted  £n: 
triaL  In  vain  did  he  protest  his  iDaocence,  and 
declare  that  |:he  blood  oq  bis  shirt  was  occasiojoyed 
by  his  having  blooded  himself  some  days  befoie,  and 
(be  bmidage  having  become  untied.  The  circum<' 
ytaaces  appeared  so  strong  against  him,  that  he  was 
found  guilty,  was  executed,  and  hung  iu  chains  at 
Leith.  His  last  words  w^re.  '  I  am  ipnoceut  of  loy 
daughter's  murder.' 

'*  There  W9S  scarcely  a  person  in  Edinburgh  vb<i 
thought  tlie  father  innocent;  but  in  the  following 
year  a  man  -who  h^d  become  the  occupant  of  Shaw  » 
apartment,  accidentally  discovered  a  paper  which 
had  fallen  into  a  cavity  on  one  side  of  the  ohimney» 
It  was  folded  a3  a  letter,  and  m  4>peDing  it,  was 
found  to  contain  as  follows  :-^-^' Barbarous  fatheri 
your  cruelty  in  having  put  it  out  of  my  power  ever 
to  JQin  my  fate  to  that  of  the  only  man  I  could  love» 
and  tyrannically  insisting  upon  my  marrying  one 
whom  I  always  hated*  has  made  me  form  a  resq* 
Ilition  to  put  an  end  to  an  existence  which  is  be^ 
come  a  burden  to  me.' 

^*  This  letter  was  signedt  '  Catherine  Shaw  ;*  and 
on  being  shewn  to  her  relations  and  friends,  it  waa 
recognised  as  her  writing.  Tbe  magistracy  of 
Edinburgjh  examined  it,  and  on  being  satisfied  q(  its 
authenticity,  tiiey  ordered  the  body  of  William  Shaw 
to  be  taken  from  the  gibbet*  and  given  to  his  family 
for  interment;  and  as  the  only  reparation  to  his 
memory*  and  the  honour  of  his  surviving  relations^ 
tbey  caused  a  pair  of  colours  to  be  waved  over  bis 
grave,  in  token  of  his  innocence.'* 

CASE  OP  JONATHAN  BRADFORD*  EXECUTED  FOR 
THE  SUPPOSED  MURDER  OF  Mr.  HAYES. 

*<  In  ttie  year  ITSG,  Mr.  Hayes^  a  ipenlleman  of 
fsrtune,  in  traveling,  stopped  aft  an  inn,  in  Oxfiird* 
dbirt,  kept  by  one  Jooatbaa  Bradford.  He  them 
snet  with  tw^  gentleiMii»  with  wbom^^  be  rapped^  «bA 
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in  conversation  unguardedly  mentioned  fhut  he  had 
them  with  him  a  odnftiderable  sum  of  fhoney .  Having 
tfetifed  to  rostt  the  two  geritteAien,  Who  riept  in  a 
double-bedded  room,  were  awakened  by  dieep  groana 
in  the  adjoining  Camber.  They  insrtantly  arose,  and 
proceeded  silently  to  flie  rootn  Where  fiie  groans 
irere  heard.  The  door  was  half  open,  and  on  enter- 
ing they  perceived  a  person  Wettering  in  his  blood, 
in  the  bed,  and  a  man  standing  over  him  with  a  dark 
laaatem  in  one  hand,  and  a  knife  in  the  ottier.  They 
toon  discovered  thslt  the  gentleman  rnurdcfred  was  the 
Me  with  whom  they  had  supped,  MA  that  the  man 
who  was  sttoding  over  him  was  their  host.  They 
instantly  seized  him,  disarmed  him  of  tlie  knife,  and 
charged  him  witfi  being  the  murderer.  He  positively 
denied  the  crime,  and  asserted  that  he  came  there 
with  the  same  intentions  as  themselves;  for,  that 
hearing  a  noise,  which  was  succeeded  by  groans,  he 
got  up,  struck  a  light,  and  armed  himself  With  a  knife 
hi  his  defence,  and  was  but  that  minute  entered  the 
Toom  before  them. 

**  These  assertions  were  of  no  avail ;  he  was  kept 
in  close  custody  until  morning,  when  be  was  taken ' 
bdbre  a  neighbouring  justice  of  the  peace,  to  whom 
the  evidence  ap])eared  so  decisivx;,  that  oh  writing 
out  his  mittimus,  he  hesitated  not  to  say,  '  Mr.  Brad* 
ford,  either  you  or  myself  committed  thisf  murder.* 

**  At*  the  ensuing  assizes  at  Olcfbrd,  Bradford  was 
tried,  convicted,  and  shortly  after  executed,  still 
however  declaring  that  he  was  not  guilty  of  the  mur- 
der. This  afterwards  proved  to  be  true ;  the  murder 
was  actually  committed  by  Mr.  Hayes's  footman, 
who,  immediately  on  stabbing  his  master,  riDed  his 
pockets,  and  esca!ped  to  bis  own  room,  which  was 
scarcely  two  seconds  before  Bradford's  entering  the 
chamber.  The  world  owes  this  knowledge  to  a  re- 
ittorse  of  conscience  of  the  fdotman  on  bis  death-bed, 
eighteen  months  after  the  murder;  and  dying  inlaioi^ 
immediately  after  he  bad  ifinde  the  deokriition,  justice 
lestit^'tricitlm. 

2  H  2 
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**  It  is,  however,  remaitable,  that  Bradford,  though 
innocent,  and  not  at  all  privy  to  the  murder,  was 
nevertheless  a  murderer  in  design.  He  confessed  to 
the  clergyman  who  attended  him.  after  his  sentence, 
that  having  heard  that  Mr.  Hayes  had  a  large  sum  of 
.money  about  him,  he  went  to  the  chamber  with  the 
same  diabolical  intentions  as  the  servant.  He  was 
struck  with  amazement;  he  could  not  believe  his 
senses ;  and  in  turning  back  the  bed-clothes  to  assure 
himself  of  the  fact,  he  in  his  agitation  dropped  his 
knife  on  the  bleeding  body,  by  which  both  his  hand 
and  the  knife  became  stained,  and  thus  increased  the 
suspicious  circumstances  in  which  he  was  found." 

CASE  OF  JOHN  JENNINGS,  EXECUTED  ON  A  FALSE 

CHARGH  OP  ROBBERY. 

*'  In  the  year  1742,  a  gentleman  in  travelling  was 
stopped  by  a  highwayman  in  a  mask,  within  about 
seven  miles  of  Hull,  and  robbed  of  a  purse  containing 
twenty  guineas.  The  gentleman  proceeded  about  two 
miles  further,  and  stopped  at  the  Bull  Inn,  kept  by 
Mr.  Brunell.  He  related  the  circumstances  of  the 
robbery,  adding,  that  as  all  his  gold  was  marked,  he 
thought  it  probable  that  the  robber  would  be  detect- 
ed. After  he  had  supped,  his  host  entered  the  room, 
'  and  told  him  a  circumstance  had  arisen  which  led  him 
to  think  that  he  could  point  out  the  robber.  He  then 
informed  the  gentleman  that  he  had  a  waiter,  one 
John  Jennings,  whose  conduct  had  long  been  very 
suspicious :  he  had  long  before  dark  sent  him  out  to 
change  a  guinea  for  him,  and  that  he  had  only  come 
back  smce  he  (the  gentleman)  was  in  the  house,  say- 
ing he  could  not  get  change ;  that  Jennings  being  in 
liquor,  lie  sent  him  to  bed,  resolving  to  discharge 
him  in  the  morning ;  that  at  the  time  he  returned  him 
the  guinea,  he  discovered  it  was  not  the  same  he  had 
given  him,  but  was  marked,  of  which  be  took  no  fur- 
ther notice  until  he  heard  the  particulars  of  the  rob- 
bery, and  that  the  guineas  which  the  highwaymdoi 


TRS  GAMBLER^    -  897 

had  taken  were  all  marked.  He  added,  that  he  had 
unluckily  paid  away  the  marked  guinea  to  a  man  who 
lived  at  some  distance. 

''  Mr.  Brunell  was  thanked  for  his  information,  and 
it  was  resolved  to  go  softly  to  the  room  of  Jennings, 
whom  they  found  fast  asleep;  bis  pockets  were 
searched,  and  from  one  of  them  was  drawn  a  purse 
containing  exactly  nineteen  guineas,  which  the  gentle- 
man identified.  Jennings  was  dragged  out  of  bed,, 
and  charged  witli  the  robbery.  He  denied  it  most 
solemnly ;  but  the  facts  having  been  deposed  to  on 
oath  by  the  gentleman  and  Mr.  Brunell,  he  was  com- 
mitted for  trial. 

''  So  strong  did  the  circumstances  appear  against 
Jennings,  that  several  of  his  friends  advised  him  to 
plead  guilty,  and  throw  himself  on  the  mercy  of  the 
court.  This  advice  he  rejected ;  he  was  tried  at  the 
ensuing  assizes,  and  the  jury  without  going  out  of 
court  found  him  guilty.  He  was  executed  at  Hull  a 
short  time  after,  but  declared  his  innocence  to  the 
very  last« 

'*  In  less  than  twelve  moi^ths  after  this  evept  occur- 
red, Brunell,  the  master  of  Jennings,  was  himself 
taken  up  for  a  robbery  committed  on  a  guest  in  his 
house,  and  the  fact  being  proved  on  his  trial,  he  was 
convicted  and  ordered  for  execution. 

'*  The  approach  of  death  brought  on  repentance; 
and  repentance,  confession.  Brunell  not  only  ac- 
knowledged having  committed  many  highway  rob- 
beries, but  also  the  very  one  for  which  poor  Jennings 
suffered.  The  account  he  gave  was,  that  after  rob- 
bing the  gentleman,  he  arrived  at  home  some  time 
before  him.  That  he  found  a  man  at  home  waiting, 
to  whom  he  owed  a  small  bill,  and  not  having  quite 
enough  of  money,  he  took  out  of  the  purse  one  gui- 
nea from  the  twenty  which  he  had  just  possessed  him- 
self of,  to  make  up  the  sum,  which  he  paid  to  the 
man,  who  then  went  away.  Soon  after  the  gentle- 
man came  to  his  house,  and  relating  the  account  of 
the  robbery,  and  that  the  guineas  were  marked,  he 
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became  tbtindercrtruek !  Hftving:  paid  one  of  (hem 
away,  and  mt  daring  to  applf  for  it  again,  as  tte 
affair  of  the  robbery  and  the  marked  gninoas  wodd 
Mon  become  pubHcIy  known,  defection,  disgrace, 
and  min  appeared  inevitable.  T^iming  in  his  mmil 
every  way  to  escape,  tte  thought  of  accusing  anA 
sacrificing  poor  Jennings  at  last  struck  him;  and 
thus  to  hn  other  crimes  he  added  that  of  the  murder 
of  an  innocent  mm/' 


GjLS£S  of  conviction  on  CIRCUMSTANTldL. 

EVIDENCE  IN  FRANCE. 

^  The  case  of  M.  de  Pivardiere  is  one  of  the  ittost 
singular  instances  of  criminal  precipitatien  and  ini- 
quity that  the  aimals  of  French  justice  fumirii.  Ma- 
dame de  Chauvelin,  his  second  wife,  was  accuKd  oP 
having  had  him  assassinate  in  his  oasfle.  Two  ser- 
vant maids  were  witnesses  of  the  murder ;  hit  own 
dau^iter  beard  the  cries  and  last  woitls  of  her  fether: 
-^'  My  God!  have  mercy  upon  me !'  One  of  ttie 
maid  servants  falling  dangerously  ill,  took  the  saera^* 
ment ;  and  while  she  was  performing  the  solemn  act 
of  religion,  declared  before  God  that  her  mist^e96  in- 
tended to  kill  her  master.  Several  other  witnesses^ 
testified  that  they  had  seen  linen  Stained  wilh  hi» 
blood ;  others  dedared  that  they  had  heard  the  report 
of  a  gun,  by  which  the  assassination  was  supposed  to 
have  been  committed.  And  yet,  strange  to  relate^ 
it  turned  out  after  all  that  there  was  no  gun  fired,  n# 
biood  shed,,  nobody  killed  1  What  remains  is  still 
more  extraordinary :  M.  de  la  Pivardiere  nstumed 
home ;  he  appears  in  peraon  before  the  Judges  of  the 
Province,  who  were  preparing  every  tiling  to  exeoQte 
vengeance  on  his  morderer.  The  judges  arereiolved 
net  to  k»e  their  prDcew;  tiny  aflbrm  to  his  fiuse  that 
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he  is  dead ;  they  brand  him  with  tlie  accusation  of 
imposture  for  saying  that  he  is  abve ;  they  (ell  him 
that  he  deserves  exemplary  punishment  for  coining  a 
lie  before  the  tribunal  of  justice ;  and  maintain  that 
their  procedure  is  more  credible  than  his  testimony ! 
In  a  word»  this  criminal  process  continued  eighteen 
months  before  the  poor  gentleman  could  obtain  u  de- 
claration  of  tfie  court  that  he  was  alive !" 


**  In  the  year  1770,  a  person  of  the  name  of  Mon- 
ttudlle,  without  any  accuser,  witness,  or  any  probable 
«r  even  suspicious  circumstances,  was  seized  by  the 
superior  tribunal  of  Arras,  and  condemned  to  have 
his  hand  cut  off,  to  be  broken  on  the  wheel,  and  to  be 
aftehvards  burnt  alive,  for  killing  his  mother.  This 
wntence  was  executed,  and  his  wife  was  on  the  point 
of  being  thrown  into  the  flames  as  his  accomplice, 
when  she  pleaded  that  she  was  enceinte,  and  gave  the 
Chancellor  of  France,  who  was  informed  of  the  in- 
fernal iniquity  that  was  perpetrating  in  the  sacred 
name  of  justice,  time  to  have  the  sentence  as  to  her 
reversed. 

*  The  pen  trembles  in  my  hand,'  says  Voltaire^ 
*  when  I  relate  these  enormities !'  We  have  seen, 
by  the  letters  of  sevwal  French  lawyers,  that  not 
one  year  passes,  in  which  one  tribunal  or  another 
does  not  stain  the  gibbet  or  the  rack  with  the  blood 
of  unfortunate  citizens,  whose  innocence  is  afterwards 
ascertained/  when  it  is  too  late.' " 

Thurtell  was  about  to  close  his  quotations  of  cases 
of  conviction  on  circumstantial  evid^QCe,  when  he 
was  privately  addressed  by  his  solicitor,  probably  to 
remind  him  of  an  omission,  when  he  immediately  re« 
fenred  to  his  papers,  and  added  the  following  >-* 
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CASE  OF  ROLMAN  FALSELY  ACCUSED  OF 

MURDER. 

[From  the  Newgate  Calendar  *•] 

Gentlemen,  there  is  one  more  case  to  which  I  shall 
call  your  attention.  It  is  from  the  Newgate  Calendar. 
As  it  is  long,  I  shall  not  detain  you  by  reading  it 
all ;  but  shall  give  you  the  hea4s  of  it. 

It  is  the  trial  of  a  man  named  Holman,  in  1748,  at 
Kingston,  for  the  murder  of  a  young  woman.  The 
young  woman  lived  for  ten  weeks  after  receiving  the 
wounds  which  eventually  caused  her  death.  She 
stated,  before  her  death,  that  she  had  been  attacked 
by  a  man  named  Holman.  Holman  was  taken  up  ; 
and  a  strong  ca^e  of  circumstances  being  made  out 
against  him,  he  was  executed,  protesting  his  inno- 
cence to  the  last  moment.  In  about  three  years 
after  this,  two  persons  were  tried  for  another  murder, 
and  found  guilty  :  they  then  confessed  that  Holman 
had  suffered  undeservedly ;  that  he  was  wholly  inno- 
cent of  the  crime.'.  They  acknowledged  that  it  was 
committed  by  one  of  them,  who'  assumed  the  name 
of  Holman,  in  order  that  he  (Holman)  might  after* 
wards  be  charged  with  it." 

Thurtell  read  the  whole  of  thes6  cases  in  a  firm 
and  distinct  voice,  and  in  a  most  impressive  manner. 
His  whole  demeanour  was  becoming  and  interesting. 
Having  concluded  the  documentary  part  of  his  de- 
fence, he  resumed  his  paper,  and  continued  the  argu- 
mentative part  of  his  address. 

« 

And  now,  *  gentlemen,  having  read  these  cfases  to 
you,  am  I  not  justified  in  saying,  that  unless  you  are 
thoroughly  convinced  that  the  circumstances  before 

•  See  New  Newgate  Calendar  Improved,  by  Theodore  Wil- 
boaon.  Vol.  IL  p.  i7tf ,  pobUshed  tj  Mr.  6ellj,  Paternoster 


you  are  absolutely  inceosist^it  with  my  innocedce, 
I  have  a  claim  to  your  verdict  of  acquittal  ?  Am  I 
not  justified  in  presmniDg,  that  you  may  have  arrived 
Ht  tile  coucluBioB  that  all  the  circumstances  stated 
might  be  tnie,  and  yet  I  be  innocent  ?  I  am  sure» 
gentlemen,  you  will  banish  from  your  minds  any  pre- 
judice which  may  have  'been  excited  against  me,  and 
aet  upon  the  principle  that  every  man  is  to  be  deemed 
innocent  until  he  is  proved  guilty.  Judge  of  my 
taae,  gentlemen,  with  mature  consideration,  and  re* 
member  that  my  existence  depends  upon  your  breath. 
If  you  bring  in  a  verdict  of  guilty,  the  law  after* 
wards  allows  no  mercy.  If  upon  a  due  consideration 
of  all  the  circumstances  you  shall  have  a  doubt,  the 
law  orders,  and  yonr  own  consciences  will  teach  you» 
to  give  me  the  benefit  of  it.  Cut  me  not  off  in  the 
midst  of  my  days.  I  implore  you,  gentlemen*  to  give 
tny  case  your  utmost  attention.  I  ask  not  so  much 
for  myself  as  for  those  respectable  parents  whose 
name  I  bear,  and  who  .must  suffer  in  my  fate.  I  ask 
it  for  the  sake  of  that  home  which  will  be  rendered 
cheerless  and  desolate  by  my  death.  Gentlemen,  I 
am  incapable  of  any  dishonourable  action.  Those 
who  know  me  best  know  that  I  am  utterly  incapable 
ef  an  unjust  and  dishonourable  action,  much  less  of 
the  horrid  crime  with  which  I  am  now  charged. 
There  is  not,- 1  think,  one  in  this  Court  who  does 
not  think  me  innocent  of  the  charge.  If  there  be — 
to  him  or  them,  I  say,  in  the  language  of  the  Apostle, 
*'  Would  to  God,  ye  were  altogether  sUch  as  I  am, 
save  these  bonds." 

*'  Gentiemen,  I  have  now  done.  I  look  with  con- 
fidence to  your  decision.  I  hope  your  verdict  this 
day  will  be  such  as  you  may  ever  after  be  able  to 
think  upon  with. a  composed  conscience ;  and  that  you 
wilt  also  reflect  tfpon  the  solemn  de(?laration  which 
I  now  make — Socici^p  me  God  I  am  innocent  !" 

Thurtell  pronounced  this  last  sentence  in  the  <iiiost 
emphatic  manaer.    He  raised  his  eyes  to  heaven^ 
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and  extended  his  arms  a  little*  then  drew^  them  back 
and  pressed  his  hands  closely  to  his  heart.  He  then 
bwred  to  the  Judge  and  Jury»  and  resumed  his  seat. 
His  whole  defence  seemed  to  have  created  a  strong 
feeling  in  bis  favour. 

The  Judge,  then  addressing  himself  to  the  prisoner 
Hunt,  said,  **  Joseph  Hunt,  it  is  now  your  time,  as 
your  counsel  cannot  address  the  Jury  on  your  behalf^ 
to  say  what  you  think  proper  in  your  defence ;  but 
before  you  begin,  the  purposes  of  justice  require  that 
the  witnesses  for  the  other  prisoner  should  be  heard 
first.'' 

WITNESSES  ON  BEHALF  OF  THURTELL. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  WADESON  was  first  caUed; 
examined  by  Mr.  Andrews,  In  the  course  of  my 
profession,  I  became  acquainted  with  Probert.  It 
was  when  he  became  a  bankrupt,  I  was  the  soli* 
cftoT  for  the  creditors.  There  were  several  meetings 
and  examinations.  From  what  I  then  saw  and  knew 
of  Probert,  I  would  not  brieve  him  on  his  oath, 
unless  his  testimony  was  supported  by  other  and  ere* 
dible  evidence. 

Mr.  HAYDON,  examined  by  Mr.  Piatt.  I  have 
knpwn  John  Thurtell.  The  impression  on  my  mind, 
from  my  knowledge  of  him,  is,  tiiat  he  is  humadie  and 
kind-hearted. 

By  the  Court.  When  was  your  last  intercourse 
with  him  ?  Witness  answered  that  he  had  not  ceased 
to  know  and  see  him.     He  met  him  frequently. 

Captain  M'KINLAY,  examined  by  Mr.  Andrews. 
1  am  a  Captain  in  the  royal  navy.  (We  think  the 
witness  added,  that  he  held  some  situation  at  Green- 
wich, but  we  could  not  distinctly  hear.)  I  have 
known  John  Thurtell.  He  served  under  me.  He 
was  under  my  command  from  1812  to  18144.  I  was 
then  Captain  of  the  Bellona.  He  always  acted  with 
correctness  as  an  officer.      I  found  him  correct^ 


hmftaiiet  and  liberal*  t  have  not  known  him '  since 
1814. 

.  Mr.  W,  WALMSLEY,  ^ho  was  examined  by 
Mr.  Chitty»  stated,  that  he  had  known  John  ThurteU 
for  the  the  last  thirteen  or  fourteen  years,  and  that  he 
bad»  during  that  time,  always  considered  him  a  hu- 
mane well-disposed  man. 

The  counsel  for  Thurtell  having  intimated  that  tbey 
had  no  more  witnesses  to  call,  the  prisoner  Hunt  was 
now  asked  by  the  Judge  whether^  he  had  any  thing; 
to  say  in  his  defence? 

Hunt.-T^My  Lord,  I  have  a  defence  to  make,  but 
from  extreme  anxiety  of  mind,  I  do  not  feel  myself 
competent  to  read  it. 

Mr.  Justice  Park. — ^Let  the  officer  of  the  Court 
read  it. 

The  paper  was  then  handed  up  to  Mr.  Knapp,  and 
that  officer  proceeded  to  read 

HUNT'S  DEFENCE. 

My  Lord, 

Having,  under  a  positive  assurance  that  I  should 
be  admitted  a  witness  for  the  Crown,  made  a  full 
-and  true  confession  of  all  the  facts  within  my  know- 
ledge respecting  this  horrible  and  melancholy  event, . 
and  having  implicitly  relied  on  the  good  faith  of  the 
Magistrates  for  the  due  performance  of  their  solemn 
promises,  made  previously  and  subsequent  to  my  dis- 
closure, I  forbore  to  make  the  slightest  preparation 
for  my  defence ;  and,  after  your  Lordship  shall  be 
made  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances  under 
which  that  confession  was  drawn  from  me,  your  I^rd* 
diip's  feeling  and  compassionate  heart  will  be  able  ip 
•appreciate,  althouc^h  I  am  unable  to  describe  the 
painful  emotions  of  surprise  and  disappointment  by 
:wbich  I  was  overwhelmed,  when,  only  a  few  days 
b^ore  the  Assizes,  it  was  notified  to  me,  for  the  first 
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tame,  that  I  was  to  be  plaeed  in  my  present  perikmi 
and  awful  situation. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  (he  very  circom- 
stance  which  I  was  told  would  procure  me  forgive- 
ness, and  ensure  my  safety,  has  alone  rendered  m^ 
amenable  to  the  laws — ^namely,  my  own  disclosure 
and  declarations ;  for,  although  the  prosecutors  may 
not  oifer  my  confession  in  evidence,  yet,  as  that  con- 
fession has  been  published  in  every  newspaper  in  the 
kingdom,  and  has  been  circulated  in  many  tiiousaad 
pamphlets,  and  been  the  subject  of  universal  convert 
sation,  is  it  probable,  or  even  possible,  that  any  df 
the  gentlemen  who  are  now  sitting  in  judgment  on  my 
ease  can  be  ignorant  that  such  a  confession  has  been 
made  ?  How  futile,  then,  and  unavailing  would  be 
any  observations  or  arguments  to  raise  a  presumption 
of  the  innocence  of  a  man,  who  already,  to  a  certain  ^ 
extent,  stands  selt-coudemned  ?  Feeling  myself  in 
this  dilemma,  I  shall  abstain  from  troubling  your 
Lordship  witli  any  detail  of  facts  or  observations 
upon  the  iQain  question  involved  in  the  indictment^ 
but  merely  assert,  that  I  was  not  present  when  the 
unfortunate  deceased  lost  his  life,  and  that  I  was  igno- 
rant of  any  premeditated  plan  or  intention  to  destroy 
him ;  I  never  knew  of  the  murder  until  after  it  was 
committed ;  my  crime  consists  solely  in  concealmrat ; 
and  my  discovery  could  not  bring  the  dead  to  lifb ; 
my  error  arises,  not  from  any  guilt  of  my  Own,  but 
from  my  concealment  of  the  guilt  of  others.  I  am 
now  on  my  trial  for  having  been  privy  to  the  previous 
design — I  never  was ;  I  certainly  concealed  it  after- 
wards, sooner  than  betray  flie  misfortune  which  had 
been  confided  to  me.  Tour  Lordship,  however,  will» 
I  am  sure,  tell  the  gentlemen  of  the  Jury  that  no  con- 
cealment or  conduct  of  mine  after  the  death  witt 
make  out  the  present  charge ;  and,  I  hope  both  yout 
Lordship  and.  these  gentlemen  are  too  just  and  mer- 
ciful to  coQvict  me  from  preju^ce^  and  not  from 
proof. 
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I 'now,  my  £»oid,  niMt  tetfeoKMy  solicit  your 
Ininmiie  attentidii  to  the  following  rtfltoment : — 

''  On  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  29tti  OotL 
I  wu  apprehended  in  London,  find  directly  conveyeA 
to  Watford,  where  an  investigation  was  going  on 
seqiecting  ttie  then  'supposed  murder  of  Mr.  Weare. 
On  my  arriral  I  fomid  several  magistrates  assembled, 
mA  Mr.  Noel,  who  was  apparently  eonducting  the 
prosecution^  addressed  me  as  follows : — *  Mr.  Hunt, 
for  God's  sake,  tell  tiie  Magistrates  whaterer  yon 
know  of  this  murder,  and  in  all  probability  you  wift 
be  admitted  as  an  evidence.  It  is  clear  that  Mr. 
Weaie  has  been  mmtlered,  and  we  only  want  to  find 
where  the  body  is,  and  if  you  know,  for  God*s  sake 
tell  us.'  I  repeatedly  denied  all  knowledge  of  tlie 
circumstance,  and  Mr.  Noel  as  frequently  importuned 
and  urged  me  to  confess. 

'^  At  last  the  Magistrates  said,  '  Mr.  Hunt,  yoA 
imd  better  retire  and  consider  (he  olfer  made  to  you^ 
land  recollect  your  perilons  situation.*  I  was  then 
conveyed  into  another  room,  and  was  presently  fol- 
lowed by  Mr.  Noel,  who,  in  the  presence  of  Ruthven 
end  Upson,  repeatecKy  told  me  tiiat  if  I  would  tell 
where  the  body  was  (provided  I  did  not  actually 
commit  the  murder),  that  I  should  be  admitted  as  an 
evidence,  and  my  life  would  be  spared  ;  and  added, 
that  the  Mugistrates  had  authorized  him  to  make  a 
pledge  to  this  eflfect.  Still,  however,  I  was  firm  in 
my  denial,  and  continued  so  until  Upson  the  officer 
tortured  my  feelings  by  the  mention  of  my  family. 
He  said  to  me,  '  Hunt,  you  have  a  mother  V  I  an- 
fwered^  •  Yes,  1  have.'  •  And  a  wife  also  T  I  said 
^  Yes.*  *  And  you  love  them  dearly  V  I  answered 
•  Yes,  very  dearly.*  Then,  said  he,  *  For  theiir 
nkes  do  not  risk  suffering  an  ignominious  deafli, 
bat  tell  where  the  body  is,  and  give  your  evidence 
inuaediatriy,  or  yon  may  be  too  late ;  for  Probert  or 
tke  ether  will  disclose,  and  tlten  ndtbing  can  saye 
you/ 

^  lliis  addreii  btA  a  gMal  effect  upon  me,  and 
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Noel  peroei?ing  it  again  pressed  me,  sa]riiig»  *  Do 
not  hesitate,  for  you  have  now  a  chance ;  consider 
the  situation  you  are  in,  and  avail  yourself  of  the 
offer  now  made  to  you,  for  I  am  authorized  by  the  . 
Magistrates  to  say,  ttiat  you  will  be  admitted  as  an  evi^ 
dence  for  the  Crown,  and  not  treated  as  ttie  others. 
You  will  merely  be  confined  until  the  trial,  to  give 
your  evidence,  and  then  be  discharged.'  On  receiv- 
ing this  assurance  I  consented  to  become  a  witness, 
and  Mr.  Noel  then  asked  me  if  I  knew  where  the 
body  was  ?  I  told  him  yes ;  that  I  could  not  de* 
scribe  the  place  by  name,  but  I  could  point  it  out ; 
on  which  Mr.  Noel  struck  his  hand  on  the  table,  and 
exclaimed,  '  That's  all  we  want,*  and  shaking  me  by 
tile  hand  said,  '  Hunt,  I  am  very  glad  you  have 
saved  your  own  lij^.* 

'*  We  now  retunied  into  liie  room  where  the  Magis- 
trates were,  and  Mr.  Noel  told  them  I  was  ready  to .  . 
make  a  disclosure,  and  said,  I  have  made  known  to 
him,  by  your  orders,  that  if  he  discovers  where  the  • 
body  is,  he  is  to  be  admitted  as  an  evidence ;  but, 
before  he  says  any  thing,  I  wish  him  to  have  that 
assurance  in  your  presence,  that  he  may  be  satisfied 
from  yourselves  that  I  was  authorized  to  make  the 
promise.  The  Magistrates,  Mr.  Clutterbuek  and 
Mr.  Mason^  replied,  that  Mr.  Noel  had  their  autbo* 
rity  for  what  he  had  done ;  and  then  Mr.  Noel  said, 
*  Now,  Mr.  Hunt,  having  heard  the  Magistrates' de* 
cision  as  to  your  being  a  witness,  I  hope  you  are 
satisfied,  and  I  beg  you  will  take  a  seat,  and  tell  us 
all  you  know.'  I  then  detailed  every  thing  that  oc- 
curred to  my  recollection,  but  having  been  appre- 
hended early  on  the  preceding  day,  conveyed  into  the 
country,  and  harassed  and  importuned  throughout  the 
night,  it  could  hardly  be  expected  that  I  should,  at 
four  or  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  making  a  very 
long  statement,  recollect  every  circumstance ;  indeed, 
the  Magistrates  were  aware  that  such  could  not  be 
lie  case,  and  they  told  me,  that  as  in  the  hurry  and 
confusion  of  the  moment^  1  hNl«  bo  doubt,  odiitted 
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finahy  facts  that  I  should  afterwards  on  reflection  re-^ 
collect,  if  such  should  be  the  case,  I  bad  only  to  ad- 
dress a  letter  to  tiie  Magistrates,  and  they  would 
immediately  attend  to  jt. 

^'  Shortly  after  quitting  the  room,  several  particulars 
came  to  my  recollection  which  I  had  not  named,  and 
I  directly  sent  for  Mr.  Noel  and  mentioned  them  to 
him.  At  nine  o'clock  the  same  morning,  I  went 
with  the  officers  and  pointed  out  the  spot  where  the 
body  had  been  deposited  ;  I  was  then  taken  back  to 
the  Magistrates  to  sign  my  statement,  and  previous 
to  my  being  taken  to  prison,  Mr.  Clutterbuck  desired 
tha^  I  should  be  treated  with  kindness,  and  not  put 
under  any  unnecessary  restraint.  I  was  accordingly 
conveyed  to  St.  Alban's,  without  being  ironed  or 
^ndcuffed,  and  was  there  treated  with  every  possible 
indulgence. 

,  '^  On  being  taken  before  the  Coroner,  I  expe- 
rienced very  different  treatment ;  but  still  I  had  no 
intimation  given  me  that  I  was  not  to  be  admitted  as 
a  witness  for  the  Crown  until  just  before  the  present 
indictment  was  found. 

**  It  is  perfectly  true,  that  when  before  the  Coroner 
I  was  admonished  to  make  no  farther  confession ;  but 
the  admonition  was  a  mockery.  1  had  already,  under 
a  solemn  promise,  confessed  every  thing  material ; 
and  the  Coroner  himself,  wheni  he  thus  affected  to 
forewarn  me,  well  knew  that  he  and  his  Jury  were 
that  instant  sitting  in  inquest  on  the  body  solely  in 
consequence  of  my  disclosure ;  no  Jury  could  have 
sat— no  death  could  have  been  proved — ^no  body 
could  have  been  found — ^no  trial  could  have  been  had, 
but  for  my  instrumentality. 

''  I  was  trepanned  into  a  confession  by  the  plighted 
faith  of  the  Magistracy  of  this  county.  If  they  break 
it  now,  they  will  not  merely  make  me  the  victim  of 
its  violation,  but  they  will  be  answerable  to  society 
for  every  future  crime  against  the  discovery  of  which 
their  conduct  will  be  an  eternal  admonition.  Who 
can  confide  in  promises  hereafter  ?  Who  ca^  rest  his 


life  en  magidterial  aMnranoesf^  To  nx9  huomii  beii^ 
cftQ  tl)ey  ever  pledge  tb^mselTc^  more  sacredly  th«ii 
to  rae ;  yet. here  I  stand  to-day  a  pveof  of  their  sioh 
cerity  ;  nay,  more  than  than  this,  not  only  have  they 
l^roken  faitii  and  violated  honour,  but  while  the  press 
was  unceasing  in  the  exciteaient  of  pn^dice-— wbih 
the  theatre  and  the-  painter  were  employed  in  poison* 
ing  the  public  mind — ^while  every  engine  was  at  work 
to  diminish  the  chances  of  an  impartial  trial,  thtte 
¥ery  men,  who  had  thus  ensnared  me  by  perfidious 
declarations,  closed  their  prison  door  against  friendqi 
and  legal  advisers,  and  opened  them  only  to  the  man-* 
date  of  the  King's  Bench. 

*'  Thus  was  I  first  ensnared,  and  afterwards  sought 
to  be  sacrificed.  Sedueed  into  a  confession,  which 
WU  trumpeted  through  the  world,  and  then  cruelly 
secluded  until  the  time  arrived  when  I  was  to  sufier-*- 
not  for  my  crime,  but  my  credulity  ;  not  because  I 
erred,  but  because  I  trusted ;  not  because  [  viokted 
the  law,  but  because  I  confided  in  the  conscience  of 
its  ministers.  It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  my  confession 
was  not  complete;  it  was  as  ample  as  could  have 
been  expected  at  the  moment,  firom  an  exhausted 
frame  and  an  agitated  mind.  It  was  subsequently 
amended,  where  it  was  at  first  deficient ;  and  no  so* 
phistry  can  evade  the  fact  that  through  that  confession 
alone  the  body  ww  discovered.  Thus,  then,  the 
main  circumstance,  that  on  which  every  thing  turned, 
was  disclosed  at  once ;  and  it  is  absurd  to  attribute  to 
aught  but  momentary  confusion,  any  minor  conceal- 
ment,  when  the  great,  esseiAi&l,  and  indispensable 
development  had  taken  place. 

'^  As  a  proof  that  even  the  Coroner  himself  consi- 
dered my  confession  so  ample  as  to  ensure  my  pardon, 
and  thut  in  his  mind,  notwithstanding  his  admonition, 
the  promise  of  the  Magistracy  oQght  to  be  held  invio- 
late, hear  his  own  words  to  Mr.  NictioUs,  one  of  the 
witnesses  examined.  '  The  consequence  of  your  delay 
has  been  the  escape  of  Hunt  from  justice ;  for  he  hu 
been  admitted  a  witness  for  the  Crown  by  the  Magie* 


tratesy  aa  tfaey>  were  afndd  tbe  body  was  dispaaed  of/ 
Now  what  did  these  words  mean,  if  .the  Coroner  waa 
not  fiilly  convinced  that  I  had  merited  and  ensured 
my  pardon  ? 

*•  Ihe  prosecutors,  my  Lord,  may  aSfiect  to  say, 
tiiat  as  they  refuse  to  grant  me  the  boon  promised  for 
the  disclosure,  they  will  decline  using,  or  taking  any 
advantage  of  the  confession,  and  I  humbly  sudbmit 
that  such  a  line  of  conduct  would  be  alone  consistent 
with  justice  and  fair  dealing ;  for  if  they  retract  their 
^engagement,  they  ought  not  to  place  me  in  a  worse 
situation  than  I  was  in  at  the  first  moment,  when,  con- 
fiding in  their  integrity,  I  unbosomed  the  secret.  If 
the  prosecutors  act  with  liberality,  and  forbear  to 
offer  a  tittle  of  evidence  respecting  the  body,  and,  in 
conducting  the  ease,  consider  it  as  still  undiscovered* 
I  can  have  no  cause  to  complain  of  plighted  faith  and 
broken  promises,  because  your  Lordship  need  not  be 
reminded  that  it  has  been  laid  down  as  a  principle, 
that  no  death  can  be  considered  as  proved  unless  the 
body  be  found,  and,  consequently,  in  this  case,  no 
conviction  can  take  place.  But  if  witnesses  are  pro- 
duced to  prove  the  finding  of  the  body,  can  it  be 
said  that  my  confession  has  not  been  taken  advan- 
tage of?  and  will  not  the  prosecutors  be  taunting  me 
by  an  affectation  of  candour,  if  they  take  credit  for 
not  giving  in  evidence  any  declaration. made  by  me, 
while  they  avail  themselves  of  the  very  essence  and 
substance  of  the  communication? 

"  In  confirmation  of  the  promises  made  to  me  by 
the  Magistrates  and  Mr.  Noel,  I  beg  to  refer  to  a 
statement  which  the  lalter  gentleman  has  published  in 
the  newspapers;  wherein  he  says,  *  It  is  now  incum- 
bent on  me  to  state  the  reasons  for  the  offer  of  mercy 
held  out  to .  Hunt,'  and  then  he  tlius  proceeds :  Not- 
withstanding the  most  diligent  searches  for  tlie  body, 
no  discovery  had  been  made  of  it  as  late  as  four 
o'clock  past  midnight  of  Thursday  mornidUg,  the  30th 
of  Ootober,  the  sixth  day  after  the  murder,  and  at 
that  hour  the  informations  and  investigations  had  ter- 
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minatBd  with  no  eliie  whatever  to  tiie  red  pemwi 
murdered.'  Mr.  Noel  next  desoribfis  his  inritatioiiB 
to  me  to  make  a  disclosare,  with  a  view  to. my  being 
admitted  as  an  approver ;  his  desiring  me  to  retire  to 
consider  of  his  proposal ;  and  after  I  had  left  the 
room,  he  says  be  addressed  the  Magistrates  as  folv 
lows : — *  Gentlemen,  if  you  do  not  approve  of  the 
offer  of  mercy  held  out  to  Hunt,  say  so,  and  I  will  go 
to  him.  Recollect,  without  the  body  is  found,  notw 
ii^ithstanding  the  strong  evidence  against  one  of  fiie 

,  parties,  we  shall  do  nothing ;  and  Mr.  Clutterbuok 
and  Mr.  Mason  both  gave  unqualified  approbation  to 
my  mode  of  examination,  and  of  the  offer  of  mercy 
held  out  to  Hunt' 

^*  And  in  another  part  of  Mr.  Noel's  statement^he 
says,  '  Not  only  at  Watford,  but  at  the  Inquest,  it 
was  the  general  opinion  olP  Mr.  Mason  and  the  Ma- 
gistrates, that  the  body  might  have  remained  coni> 
coaled  in  Hill's  Slough,  the  place  where  it  was 
found  (a  distance  of  three  miles  and  a  half  from  the 
spot  where  the  murder  was  committed)  until  it  bad 
been  decomposed,  and  beyond  (he  possibility  of  iden* 
tifying ;  and.  such  was  the  insignificance  of  the  sloughy 
that  persons  employed  to  drag  all  pits,  ponds,  &c.» 
would  have  passed  by  it,  and  therefore  they  were  coor 
firmed  in  their  opiaion  as  to  the  policy  and  propriety 
of  sanctioning  my  o^er  of  mercy  to  Hunt ;  smd  pre- 
vious to  the  offer  being  made,  it  was  our  united  opi- 
nion that  the  corpse  had  been  removed  to  London, 
and  probably  thrown  into  the  Thames  either  entire  or 
piecemeal.' 

*'  In  addition  to  this  statement,  Mr.  Noel  inserts 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Clutterbuck  to  himself,  in  whicfa  the 
Magistrate  observes,  that  as  my  case  was  then  gone 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Magistrates,  all  that  could  be 
done  for  me  was  to  ask  of  the  Court  whether  they 
would  allow  me  to  be  evidence  for  the  Crown* 

**  Having  now,  my  Lord,  faithfully  stated  the  m- 
ducements  by  which  I  was  led  to  make  that  disclo* 

*  sure  which  alone  rendered  myself  and  my  fellow-pri* 
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soners  amenable  H  JtiMioe^  I  reapectfully  sabmii  to 
]^oiir  lordship,  whether,  in  being  nov  pnt  upon  my. 
triaiy  and  made  the  Tidtkn  of  my  ewn  credulity,  i  have 
been  fairly  and  candidly  dealt  with?  I  will  not,  my 
lord,  attempt  to  point  out  or  discuss  th^  mischiefa 
HkeJy  to  arise  if  sudi  engagements  as  were  entered 
into  with  me  are  to  be  cancelled  at  pleasure,  becaisa 
they  w  HI  occur  much  more  forcibly  to  your  lordship's 
enlightened  mind:  indeed,  so  far  as  I  am  individually 
concerned,  my  fate  is  a  subject  of  trifling  importance^ 
I  have  no  desire  to  prolong  a  wretched  existence,  up* 
less  it  be  to  afford  the  opportunity  of  endeavouring 
by  prayer  and  penit^aoe  to  obtain  mercy  and  forgive** 
ness  of  the  Almighty,  for  the  sins  and  transgressions  X 
have  commhted.  But  in  pity  to  the  feelings  of  an 
aged  and  respectable  mother,  a  virtuous  and  amiable 
wife,  and  my  dearly  beloved  brother  and  sister,  I  da 
feel  most  anxious  to  avoid  an  ignominious  death ;  and 
it  is  therefore  for  their  sokes,  more  than  for  my  own, 
that  I  fervently  and  earnestly  entreat  the  perforn^oncQ 
ef  the  solemn  pledge  made  to  n\e  of  sparing  my  life* 
I  have  nothing  further  t0  add,  but  most  humbly  re-> 
pose  n^  fate  to  the  justice  and  humanity  of  your  lord* 
ship.*' 

When  Mr.  Knapp  had  concluded  the  reading  of 
this  document,  Hunt  rose  and  said,  that  he  had  an- 
other paper  which  he  wished  to  have  read.  He  was 
proceeding  to  read  it  himself,  when 

Mr.  Justice  Park  asked  him  whether  he  had  not 
better  allow  that  paper  also  to.  be  read  by  the  officer 
of  the  Court. 

Hunt  replied,  that  as  the  paper  was  very  short,  he 
would  proceed  to  read  it  himself.*  He  wished  to  add 
to  the  defence  which  had  already  been  read,  that  the 
greater  part  of  Probert's  evidence  was  false,  and 
especially  that  part  of  it  in  which  it  was  stated,  that 
he  (Hunt)  was  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances 
.whieh  ooeurred  previously  to  the  murder.  In  orde;: 
to  save  his  ewn  life,  Probert  liad  found  it  necessary 
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to  sacrifice  his.  One  fact  which  Probert  had  stated,, 
every  body  must  see  mast  be  false.  .  Probert  had 
said,  that  he  (Hunt)  had  pointed  out  the  place  where 
he  was  to  be  set  down  on  the  road.  Now  it  was  in 
evidence  that  he  had  never  before  been  in  that  part 
of  the  country.  How,  then,  could  he  know  any 
tiling  about  the  places  on  the  road  ? 

Mr.  Justice  Park,  finding  that  Hunt  had  concluded, 
desired  one  of  the  Hertfordshire  constables  to  be 
placed  in  the  witness-box.  One  of  them  was  accord* 
ingly  placed  there.  The  learned  Judge  then  asked 
him,  whether  he  knew  where  Giirs-hill-lane  was  ?  He 
replied  that  he  did  not.  He  was  in  consequence 
dismissed. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  said,  that  his  reason  for  examin- 
ing the  constable  was,  to  have  legal  proof  that  Gill's- 
hill-lane  was  in  the  county  of  Hertford.  Perhaps 
there  was  some  in  court  who  could  prove  it. 
•  It  was  stated  that  the  Coroner  was  in  court,  and 
could  prove  the  point  in  question.  He  was  accord* 
ingly  put  into  the  witness-box,  and  proved  that  not 
only  Giirs-hill-lane,  but  also  the  place  where  Mr* 
Weare's  body  was  found,  were  in  the  county  of 
Hertford. 


THE  JUDGE'S  CHARGE  TO  THE  JURY. 

» 

A  few  minutes  before  twelve  o'clock  die  learned 
Judge*  proceeded  to  sum  up  the  evidence  to  the 

Jury. 

The  present  case  his  Lordship  said,  was  one  of 
great  importance,  and  had  already  occupied  a  very 
great  portion  of  their  time  and  labour.  It  was  a 
case  which  was  of  vast  importance  to  the  prisoners; 
and  scarcely  of  less  importance  to  the*  public.  The 
prisoners  was  indicted  in  this  manner — one  of  thenu 
John  Thurtell,  as  the  principal  felon,  and  the  other, 
Joseph  Hunt,  as  the  party  who  had  stirred  up,  moved^ 
Netted,  procured,  commanded^ hired, coimsdfed^aiid 
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direcfted  John  Thartell  to  perpetrate  the  murder,  or, 
in  legal  language,  as  an  accessory  before  the  fact» 
If  he  had  only  been  guilty  of  concealing  the  mui4er 
after  it  had  been  committed,  he  was  only,  as  he  said 
in  his  defence,  an  accessory  after  the  fact,  and  there* 
fore  could  not  be  convicted  upon  this  indictment. 

The  question  which  they  had  to  decide  was,  like 
all  other  examinations  into  the  death  of  a  man,  of 
great  importance :  for  the  law  of  England  placed,  and 
very  properly  placed,  so  high  a  value  on  the  life  of  a 
citissen,  as  to  deem  every  killing  a  murder ;  and,  it 
therefore  threw  upon  the  person  accused,  the  burden 
of  showing  the  circumstances  of  extenuation,  which 
reduced  the  killing  from  murder  to  manslaughter,  or 
which  made  it  no  killing,  but  that  which  the  law  ex- 
cused or  justified.  The  present  question  did  not, 
however,  depend  upon  any  point  of  that  nature.  The 
only  question  before  the  Jury  was,  who  committed 
the  murder  of  Mr.  Weare ;  for,  it  was  not  pretended 
by  either  of  the  prisoners,  that,  if  they  committed  It, 
there  were  any  circumstances  which  justified  them  in 
doing  so. 

Hie  defence  of  the  principal  in  this  indictment  was, 
that  he  did  not  commit  the  fact  charged  against  him ; 
and,  if  he  did  not  commit  that  fact,  all  inquiry  regard- 
ing the  accessory  was  useless  and  unnecessary.  Tliere 
was  this  distinction  between  the  two  prisoners  at  the 
bar,  a  distinction  which,  though  it  made  no  legal  defence 
in  their  situation,—- €or  accessories  before  the  fact 
stood  exactly  on  the  same  ground  as  principals,  wa3 
still  worth  their  notice — ^there  was  this  distinction 
between  the  two  prisoners,  that  if  they  thought  that 
there  was  no  testimony  to  aifect  John  Thurtel],  then 
they  needed  not  to  inquire  as  to  die  guilt  of  Joseph: 
Hunt ;  for  Hunt  being  only  indicted  for  coimselling 
and  abetting  John  Thurtell  in  the  commission  of  this 
murder,  it  was  clear  that  if  they  thought  that  John. 
Thurtell  did  not  commit  it.  Hunt  could  not  have  coun- 
aeUed  or  abetted  him  in  the  commiasion. 
:  There  was  likewise  another  difference  between 


ftSif  MUBBUt  OF  WXSIBE^ 

them,  viz.  ibat  though  they  might  think  John  IharteS 
guilty,  it  did  not  follow  that  they  mart  necessaisily 
find  Joseph  Hunt  guilty  of  aiding,  eounsdlii^,  and 
ajbetting  him.  He  trusted  that  he  had  thus  explained 
te  tiieir  satisfiu^tion  the  distinction  which  existed  in 
the  cases  of  the  two  prisoners. 

The  Jury  had  heard,  as  well  as  he  had,  the  toincs 
which  had  been  offered  by  Thurtell  in  his  defiance ; ' 
aend  before  he  went  into  the  evidence,  which  he  should 
detail  te  them  very  minutely,  and  should  examine 
with  all  the  discrimination  which  his  mind  could  bring 
to  it,  he  would  beg  leave  to  call  their  attention  to 
them.  He  should  not  be  doing  justice  to  Aat  de« 
fence,  if  he  did  not  fully  admit  tiiat  the  beginning  and 
end  of  it  were  eminently  manly,  energetic,  and  pow» 
erful,  and  were  highly  creditable  to  the  party  who  had 
drawn  it  up.  He  could  not^  however,  help  sayings 
though  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  took  pleasure  in 
saying  any  thing  harsh,  that  he  could  not  admire  the 
judgment  oi  those  who  had  advised  the  prisoner  to 
disfigure  and  deform  that  defence  by  patting  so  foolish 
a  middle  between  so  able  a  commencement  and  con«* 
elusion.  If  it  had  been  the  wish  of  the  parties  to  have 
weakened  the  defence  as  much  as  possible^they  codd 
not  have  effected  their  purpose  better  than  by  quoting 
cases  from  the  Peny  Anecdotes,  and  other  volumes, 
of  which  no  lawyer  knew  any  thisg,.aiid  which,  for  any 
tixinghe  knew,  might  even  be  mere  vokimes  of  romance. 
By  such  a  proceeding,  the  defence  had  lost  all  the 
effect  of  (he  opinion  of  tiiat  eminent  man  Lord  Hale 
<-^an  opinion  which  was  so  sound,  that  no  man  in  Ins* 
senses  would  presume  to  question  it>— an  opinion  mi 
which  he  had  recently  acted  in  a  case  in  Soisex*-- 
namely,  that  in  order  to  prove  the  crime  of  norder» 
it  sboidd  be  shown  that  the  man  said  to  be  murdered 
was  absolutely  dead.  That  opim'oo  was  founded  in 
common  sense ;  it  required  no  autiiority  save  (hat  of 
Lord  Hale,  and  it  certanily  acquired  no  weight  firont^ 
the  farrago  of  romanee  and  nonsense  which  somebedjf 
had  put  iinloliie  hands  of  the  prisoner ;  fi»r  hedid  not 
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iDppose  that  tte  priaoner  was  the  person  who  had  biite- 
aelf  coUeoted  it. 

The  prioeipal,  Thurfcell,  bad  chiefly  rested  hjs  de* 
fence  on  the  danger  of  giving  too  impliciit  credence 
to  cireunifltanjtial  evid^ace.  If  the  doctrine  which 
he  had  that  day  advanced  were  to  be  carried  to  the 
extent  for  which  he  contended,  there  would  be  an  end 
«t  onoe  to  the  judicature  of  man;  As  long  as  man 
was  tfae  infirm  and  imperfect  creature  which  he  now 
was^-^as  long  as  his  knowledge  remained  of  the  con- 
fined and  limited  nature  that  it  now  was — how  could 
he  arrive  at  any  certainty  in  matters  of  this  descrip- 
tion,  except  by  a  concatenation  of  circumstances,  aU 
leading  to  one  and  the  same  result  ? 

It  would  be  absurd  to  deny  the  value,  the  great 
and  important  value,  of  circumstantial  evidence ;  for 
Aough  in  the  lapse  of  some  hundred  years,  some 
cases  might  be  cited  in  which  it  had  led  to  unfortur 
nate  conclusions,  yet  circumstantial  evidence  in  the 
testimony  of  all  persons  who  were  accustomed  to 
attend  to  judicial  proceedings,  not  only  of  those  who 
had  sat  on  the  bench  to  which  he  had  been  raised, 
but  also  of  those  who  were  most  eminent  as  prac- 
titioners at  the  bar,  was  considered  as  more  satis- 
factory in  producing  conviction  in  the  human  mind, 
tiian  the  direct  testimony  of  any  single  individual 
who  saw  the  crime  in  question  committed. 

He  would  endeavour  to  exemplify  the  doctrine 
which  he  bad  been  laying  down  on  this  point  by  a 
particular  instance.  This  man  Probert — than  whom 
a  more  infamous  character  could  not  easily  be  cou;^ 
celved — a  man,  who  by  the  very  fact  of  his  being 
admitted  as  evidence  for  the  crown,  was  placed  be- 
fore them  as  an  accomplice  in  murder — ^who  had  not 
been  rendered  a  whit  blacker  than  he  was  be&re  by 
the  very  respectable  testimony  of  Mr.  'VVadeson, 
who  being  asked  whether  he  who  would  believe  Pro- 
bert upon  oath,  replied,  with  a  caution  which  was 
iiot  more  than  he  (Mr.  Justice  Park)  had  expected 
from  a  long  acquaintance  with  his  (Mx.  Wadeson  s) 
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character,  "I  would  not  believe  Inm  upon  bis 
oathf  unless  he  were  corroborated  by  other  wit* 
nesses/' — ^for  how  could  that  man  who  had  committed 
perjury  on  his  examination  before  the  commisMoners 
regarding  his  bankruptcy^  be  considered  as  less  vile 
than  the  man  who  had  concealed  the  murder  of  his 
friend  ? 

This  man  Probert — (for  he  formed  an  example 
well  calculated  to  illustrate  the  difference  between 
direct  and  circumstantial  evidence)  might  be  influ- 
enced by  bad  motives  against  the  prisoner. Thurtell^ 
and,  therefore,  might  frame  his  evidence  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  ensure  his  conviction.  .  He  would 
assume  that  such  bad  motives  did  exist,  and  that 
Probert  and  one  or  two  others  had  conspired  against 
him.  Then  in  what  situation  were  the  jury  and 
himself  placed — acting  as  they  would  have  to  act 
on  the  oath  of  a  man  who  was  declared  not  to  be  a 
credible  witness  on  his  oath  ?  Were  they  to  con- 
clude that  the  fifty-three  other  witnesses  who  had 
been  examined  on  this  trial,  who  had  corroborated 
the  statement  of  Probert  and  others,  and  of  whom 
some  did  not  even  know  the  person  of  the  prisoner 
Thurtell,  were  likewise  conspirators  against  him  ?  Or 
were  they  to  conclude  that  tiie. corroboration  of  Pro- 
bert and  others  by  so  many  indifferent  witnesses,  was 
a  decisive  proof  of  the  truth  of  their  statements  ?  For 
his  own  part,  he  would  say,  that  tliere  never  was 
a  case  in  which  circumstantial  evidence  was  more 
useful. 

Circumstantial  evidence,  however,  was  said  to  be 
Aoubtful.  He  allowed  that  it  was,  and  so,  indeed, 
WJN9  all  evidence.  If  not,  why  were  they  and  he  in 
that  court  together  ?  They  were  well  aware  that 
they  were  met  to  exercise  their  judgment  in  sift- 
ing alV  the  evidence,  direct  as  well  as  indirect, 
that  mi^t  be  submitted  to  their  notice.  They  were 
not  sift  the  circumstantial  evidence  merely,  they 
were  to  sift  the  direct  evidence  also;  and  if  upon 
a  review  of  both^  they  entertained  any  strong  doubts 
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aft  to  the  gaiU  of  Hie  prisoners,  such  as  rational  men 
wlio  valued  the  sanctity  of  their  oaths  ought  to  fed, 
then,  as  ^  the  prisoner  Thurtell  had  observed,  they 
were  bound  to  give  the  benefit  of  such  doubts  to  tha 
prisoners,  and  to  acquit  them  of  the  charge  \rhich 
had  been  brought  against  them. 

There  is,  said  the  learned  Judge,  another  circum- 
stance fn  this  case^  which  renders  it  particularly 
distressing  to  those  who  have  to  look  upon  it  in  a 
judicial  point  o^  view.  We  are  met  at  the  very 
outset  of  it  by  an  evil  which  no  man  can  deny,  and 
which  I  think  few  wHl  be  found  to  palliate.  It  is 
painful  for  me  to  reflect  upon  it,  or  to  consider  of 
the  consequences  to  which  it  must  ultimately  lead* 
It  is  my  practice — and  I  am  si:ffe  that  those  who 
know  me  will  bear  testimony  to  the  truth  of  my  ob- 
servation- — it  is  my  practice  never  to  go  out  of  my 
way  to  say  any  thing  harsh  of  any  humaa  being ; 
but  I  should  be  unworthy  of  the  situation  which  I 
naw  fill,  I  should  even  deserve  to  meet  with  im* 
peachment,  if  I  did  not  fully  and  fearlessly  discharge 
those  duties  which  my  judicial  station  imposes  upon 
me;  and  I  shall  therefore  proceed  to  make  ^hoso 
observations  which  I  conceive  justice  demands  frost 
me,  even  though  I  may  be  attacked  for  them  by  att 
the  artillery  of  libel. 

It  is  peculiarly  distressing  to  me  to  find  that  both 
the  prisoners  are  obliged  in .  the  very  outset  of  their 
defence  to  beseech,  entreat,  imploYe,  and  conjura 
you,  if  you  have  ever  heard  or  read  of  any  tlung  to 
their  prejudice  or  disadvantage  in  the  last  fe^r 
months,  to  dismiss  it  entirely  from  your  thoughts^ 
and  to  avoid  it  as  you  would  the  breath  of  a  pesti- 
lence. Much,  too  much,  has  unfortuately  been  pa}> 
lished  upon  this  subject ;  and  I  eaunot  but  8ay,iliat; 
such  statements  of  evidence,  as  I  am  informed  have 
appeared  regarding  this  ease,  are  calculated  to  cor- 
nipt  justice  in  its  very  source.  If  they  are  not 
checked  immediatdy  by  authority,  I,  for  oiie,  Bhall 
trenpible  for  the  ojonstitution  of  my  country.    We 
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have  long  boasted,  and  I  think  justly  boasted,  of  the 
purity  with  which  justice  is  administered  amongst 
us ;  but  if  the  practices  which  are  recently  grown 
up  are  allowed  to  continue,  that  boast  must  before 
long  become  a  mere  idle  boast. 

You  are  caUed  into  that  box,  Gentlemen  of  the 
Jury,  to  decide,  by  the  help  of  that  judgment  which 
God  has  given  you,  fairly,  impartially,  and  without 
prejudice,  upon  the  evidence  which  is  submitted  to 
you  in  this  Court.  But  how  can  you  do  this,  if  you 
are  allowed  tQ  have  your  minds  previously  poisoned 
with  that  which  is  no  evidence  at  all  in  the  case  ? 
How  can  you  come  to  an  unprejudiced  consideration 
of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  prisoners,  if  you  are 
permitted  to  read  a  confession  like  that  of  Hunt's,  pub* 
lished  in  every  newspaper  ?  That  confession  has  been 
printed  in  all  the  papers,  and  has  been  read  by  the 
public,  and  has,  perhaps,  been  considered  by  some  of 
you,  Gentlemen,  as  evidence  in  this  trial — a  confes- 
sion which  the  Learned  Counsel  of  the  Crown  never 
ventured  to  tender  to  me  as  evidence,  and  which,  if 
he  had  tendered  it,  I  should,  imder  the  circumstances 
which  have  come  to  my  knowledge  since  this  trial 
commenced,  have  rejected -^  at  once,  as  no  evidence 
at  all. 

Therefore  it  is  that  I  say,  that  the  public  mind  is 
poisoned  by  the  publication  of  these  statements ;  and 
it  was  upon  that  consideration  that  I  took  upon  my- 
self at  our  last  meeting  the  responsibility  of  post- 
poning this  trial,  and  also  the  additional  labour,  which 
I  by  DO  means  regard,  of  meeting  you  here  a  second 
time. .  At  that  time  I  did  not  thi^  it  fair,  nor  have  I 
altered  that  opinion  since,  to  put  the  prisoners  on  their 
trial  before  the  prejudice  had  had  some  time  to  subside, 
which  must  have  been  occasioned  by  the  libels  which 
the  affidavit  which  on  that  occasion  was  read  to  me 
stated,  had  been  generally  propagated  concerning 
th«m.  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  my  own  conscious- 
ness  that  I  acted  right  upon  that  occasion,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  I  may  say  that  I  have  the  approbation  of 
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those  whose  approbation  is  most  valuable,  for  the  pro- 
ceeding which  I  then  adopted. 

I  must  again  repeat,  that  every  circumstance  con- 
nected with  this  case  renders  the  publication  of  the 
statements  which  have  appeared  regarding  it  partica- 
larly  painful  to  ,all  who  are  concerned  in  it.  Why 
they  are  so  to  tlie  prisoners,  every  one  of  you  will 
clearly  perceive.  To  me,  they  are  productive  of  the 
greatest  pain  and  anxiety,  lest  by  some  unintentional 
lapse  of  mine  you  should  be  impressed  by  certain 
evidence  which  has  been,  but  ought  not  to  have  been^ 
brought  before  you,  and  which  ought  not  to  produce 
any  effect  upon  your  mind.  I  am  sure,  however,  that 
no  newspaper  publications — no  pamphlets — no  libels 
of  any  description  will  make  the  slightest  impression 
upon  your  minds ;  but  that  you  will  do  your  duty  to 
the  prisoners  and  to  your  country,  as  you  will  an- 
swer it  hereafter  to  God  and  to  your  own  consciencei* 

These  are  the  principal  observations  which  suggest 
themselves  to  my  mind  regarding  the  nature  of  cir- 
cumstantial evidence,  and  the  prejudice  which  may 
exist  in  consequence  of  the  improper  publications  in 
the  daily  newspapers.  The  Learned  Judge  then  pro- 
ceeded to  observe,  that  the  point  which  the  other  pri- 
soner, Joseph  Hunt,  had  made,  was  a  point  rather  to 
be  considered  by  him  than  by  the  Jury. 

A  motion  had  been  yesterday  made  before  him, 
which  the  greater  part  of  them  had  perhaps  heard,  and 
in  which  the  same  arguments  had  been  used  by  the 
Learned  Counsel  who  then  argued  the  case,  as  had 
been  that  day  advanced  by  the  prisoner  himself,  tend- 
ing to  show  tiiat  he  was  bound  to  put  off  this  trial,  in 
order  to  afford  Hunt  an  opportunity  of  appealing  to 
the  Crown  to  be  admitted  evidence.  ^  Tne  form  in 
which  that  argument  was  put  by  the  Learned  Counsel^ 
who  argued  it  with  considerable  power  and  ability, 
showed  him  that  he  could  not  properly  postpone  the 
trial.  Supposing  that  Hunt  hau  ever  had  any  reason 
to  make  an  appeal  to  the  Crown  of  the  nature  which 
his  Counsel  reco;nmended»  and  he  did  not  know  whe* 
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flier  Hunt  might  not  already  have  made  sach  an  ap- 
peal^ it  was  clear  that  Hunt  had  already  had  timb 
enough  to  make  it,  owing  to  the  former  posponement 
of  the  assizes.  If  he  had  put  off  the  trial,  as  Ae 
Learned  Counsel  had  requested  him  to  do,  he  shonid 
only  have  given  the  prisoner  an  opportunity  of  doing 
that  at  present,  which  he  was  at  fuD  liberty  to  have 
done  a  month  ago.  Therefore,  powerful  as  the  argu- 
ment urged  by  the  prisoner  might  be,  it  was  one  upon 
^hich  neither  he  nor  the  Jury  could  act  at  present, 
Onius  far,  however,  he  should  have  acted  upon  it,— 
that  if  the  Learned  Counsel  for  the  prosecution  bad 
offered  Hunt's  confession  to  him  as  evidence,  he  should 
have  rejected  it  as  inadmissible. 

Much  had  been  said  regarding  the  effect  of  this 
confession,  and  of  the  manner  in  whidi  it  had  been 
obtained.  He  was  however  sure  that  the  profes- 
sional advisers  of  this  young  man  were  well  aware, 
that  even  if  a  confession  were  extorted  from  a  crimi- 
nal by  any  promise  of  pardon  or  pledge,  that  it  would 
be  better  for  him  to  make  it;  yet  if,  in  the  case  of 
stolen  goods,  the  goods  were  found,  or  in  the  case  of 
murder,  the  body  of  the  murdered  person  were  pro- 
duced, the  finding  of  the  goods  in  one  case,  and  tiie 
production  of  the  body  in  the  other,  would  show,  that 
though  the  confession  might  have  been  extracted  from 
him  unworthily,  still  he  had  spoken  truth,  and  had  not 
from  fear  or  any  other  motive  accused  himself  or 
others  of  a  crime  which  had  no  existence.  Therefore 
be  said  there  was  no  peculiar  hardship  in  the  case  of 
this  young  man,  and  tiiat  he  was  only  suffering  that 
which  every  other  criminal  had  previously  suffered  in 
his  situation.  He  was  stating  these  points  for  their 
consideration,  and  he  had  now  finished  all  tiie  prelimi- 
nary  observations  he  had  to  make  upon  the  topics 
which  had  been  presented  to  his  mind  by  the  defence 
of  the  prisoners. 

He  shotdd  now  proceed  to  the  investigation  of  the 
evidence  which  he  should  go  through  witib  the  utmost 
tninutenesSy  stating  to  them  tiie  impressions  whidt  it 
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adopted  or  not  by  the  Jury » as  they  might  thhik  proper. 
The  first  observation  be  shbtdd  make  on  the  evidence 
was,  that  the  great  body  of  this  crime  depended  on 
tte  evidence  vrhtch  Probert  and  his  wife  bad  given 
regarding  these  dreadful  transactions.  As  Probert 
was  an  accomplice  in  this  crime,  he  would  state  to 
them  what  the  law  of  England  was  regarding  the  ev)* 
dence  of  an  accomplice. 

It  ought  never  to  be  forgotten  that,  when  an  ac- 
complice came  into  the  witness  box  to  be  examined, 
he  came  into  it  loaded  witfi;all  the  guilt  of  the  par- 
ties against  whom  he  gave  his  testimony  ;  and  that  it 
was  therefore  impossible  to  make  him  a  blacker  cha- 
racter than  he  already  was  by  his  own  confession.  If 
he  came  to  accuse  his  accomplices  of  house-breaking 
or  roU>ery,  he  placed  himself  before  the  Jury  as  a 
house-breaker  and  a  robber.  If  he  came  to  accuse 
them  of  murder,  he  was,  in  point  of  moral  guilt, 
equally  a  murderer  with  those  whom  he  came  to  ac- 
cuse, though  he  was  not  in  point  of  law,  liable  to  the 
aame  heavy  consequences. 

The  law  of  England  was,  that  an  accomplice  might 
be  set  up  to  be  examined  in  the  first  instance; 
he  was  a  perfectly  competent  witness,  and  the  only 
question  was,  whether  he  was  a  credible  one.  It 
was  the  province  of  the  judge  to  decide  as  to  his 
competency,  and  of  the  Jury  to  decide  as  to  his  cre- 
dibility. He  now,  therefore,  told  them  that  Probert 
was  a  competent  witness ;  but  having  set  him  up  as 
such,  he  was  next' bound  to  advise  them  not  to  attend 
to  one  syllable  that  he  uttered,  unless  they  found  him 
corroborated  in  the  main  points  of  his  evidence  by 
other  witnesses  of  unimpeachable  integrity.  He  did 
not  day  corroborated  in  all  points,  because  if  he  were 
corroborated  in  aB,  there  would  be  no  need  of  Ma 
testiokmy,  and  he  ought  to  be  placed  at  the  bar  to  Ve 
tried  along  with  his  associates.  He  was  placed  ib 
the  witness-box  not  to  be  corroborated  in  all  ^oiot&» 
fbr  his  evidence  was  only  wanted  on  a  few«po<nts/dh 
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which  full  light  could  not  otherwise  be  thrown ;  but 
if  he  were  corroborated  in  the  main  points  of  his 
statements  by  other  witnesses,  who  had  no  connexion 
with  him>  then  they  were  bound,  in  his  opinion,  to 
give  him  credit  upon  those  in  which  he  remained  un- 
supported. 

A  great  many  sensible  obsenrations  had  been  made 
upon  the  value  of  Probert's  testimony  by  the  prisoner, 
Thurtell. '  He  would  not  weary  the  Jury  by  reca- 
pitdating  them,  but  would  tell  them  in  one  word, 
that  with  all  that  Thurtell  had  said  upon  that  subject, 
he  fully  and  cordially  agreed.  He  would  say  with 
Mr.  Wadeson,  that  he  would  not  believe  that  indi- 
vidual upon  oath,  unless  he  found  him  corroborated 
from  some  other  quarter. 

His  Lordship  then  adverted,  to  the  observations^ 
which  had  been  made  regarding  the  impolicy  of  ad- 
mitting accomplices  as  evidence.  In  reply  to  tliem, 
he  would  only  state  that  it  was  a  practice  of  daily 
occurrence  and  absolute  necessity,  seeing  that  with- 
out it  many  criminal  acts  must  go  entirely  unpunished. 
He  conceived  that  it  was  very  important  that  the  evi- 
dence of  accomplices  diould  not  only  b(?  received, 
but  should  also  be  credited;  for  it  was  important 
that  men  of  low  degree,  who  confederated  together 
for  the  commission  of  crime,  should  know  that  all 
friendships  which  rested  upon  such  a  foundation  were 
hollow,  treacherous,  and  perfidious,  and.  that  the  first 
appearance  of  danger  was  certain  to  make  tlie  mem- 
bers of  such  a  confederation  disclose  such  circum- 
stances regarding  their  fellows,  as  would  rescue  them- 
selves from  the  perilous  situation  in  which  they  might 
happen  to  be  involved. 

In  the  very  case  which  they  were  now  trying,  it 
appeared  from  Hunt's  own  words,  that  he  had  asked 
Mr.  Noel  (who,  by  the  by,  appeared  to  have  acted 
a  most  unwarrantable  part  in  these  tnposactions,  with 
which  he  had  no  more  to  do  than  any  by-stander)  to 
run  to  the  Magistrates  and  inform  them  that  he  was 
willing,  upon  certain  terms,  to  confess  what  he  knew» 
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evidently  showing  by  mich  conduet  tiiat  he  wa^  afraid 
kst  some  person  should  be  beforehand  wiih  him  in 
making  a  disclosure.  It  was  important  to  the  well- 
being  of  society,  that  such  a  feeling  should  exist 
amongst  those  who  were  confederated  against  it,  and 
as  there  could  be  little  difference  of  opinion  upon  that 
pointy  he  would  proceed  to  another  snbject,  on  which 
he  thought  it  necessary  to  make  a  few  observations. 
That  subject  was  the  power  of  Magistrates  to  promise 
pardon  to  accomplices  for  giving  evidence  against 
their  fellows. 

He  wished  it  to  be  generally  understood  that  Ma-^ 
gistrates  had  no  such  power.  Indeed,  Mr.  Noel 
must  be  ignorant  of  the  duties  of  his  profession  if  he 
did  not  know  that  circumstance,  and  neglectful  of 
them  if  he  did  not  communicate  it  to  the  prisoner^ 
Hunt.  All  the  power  which  the  Magistrates  had  upon 
that  point  was  to  inform  the  party  that  they  would 
instruct  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution  to  recommend 
to  the  Court  that  he  should  be  admitted  as  evidence. 
Whatever  might  be  said  or  sworn  upon  this  subject, 
there  was  one  fact  which  proved  most  decisively  that 
the  Magistrates  had  never  accepted  Hunt  as  evidence 
for  the  Crown.  If  they  had  accepted  him  as  such» 
they  would  have  sworn  him,  and  taken  down  his  de- 
position upon  oath.  It  was  not  even  pretended  by 
the  other  side  (hat  this  had  ever  been  done;  and 
among  the  number  of  depositions  which  had  been 
transmitted  to  hin^,  he  did  not  find  one  which  bore 
the  signature  of  Hunt.  Thus  the  matter  stood  at 
present  with  regard  to  that  individual. 

The  learned  Judge  then  proceeded  to  read  the  evi- 
dence to  the  Jury.  After  reading  the  testimony  of 
Beeson,  Field,  and  Upson,  who  found  a  body  of  a 
murdered  man  in  the  pond  near  the  Elstree-road,  he 
came  to  the  testimony  of  Rexworthy,  who  positively 
0wore  to  the  body  so  found  being  the  body  of  Mr. 
Weare.  That  evidence  showed  that  Mr.  Weare  had 
been  killed,  and  gave  -him  an  opportunity  of  making 
9ome  observations  on  the  cases  mentioned  by  Lord' 


> 


90^  MUBD8B  OF  WSAAE, 

Hale,  and  quoted  by  tfie  prisDoer,  TburtelL  Those 
cases  made  it  necessary  that  those  who  had  known 
Mr.  Weare  living  should  speak  to  bis  identity  yrhen 
dead.  It  was  some  ^me  linee.he'bad  read  Lord 
Hale's  admirable  bbok,  but  he  believed  that  the  tenor 
<^  his  Lordship's  observation  was  this — *'  I  nevcv 
will  allow  a  person  to  be  convicted  <^  murd^  before 
me,  unless  I  have  the  direct  testimony  of  some  person 
who  saw  the  fatal  blow  struck,  or  unless  the  body  of 
the  murdered  person  be  found/'  The  observaitioil 
was  worthy  of  Lord  Hale,  and  was  marked  by  that 
good  sense  and  sound  feeling  which  had  rendered  his 
name  illustrious  witii  all  posterity.  For^  in  an  indict- 
ment against  C.  D.  for  the  murder  of  A.  B.,  it  was 
certainly  necessary  to  prove  that  A.  B.  was  absolutely 
dead. 

\  The  learned  Judge  declared,  that  he  had  himself 
recently  acted  upon  that  principle,  in  a  case  which 
came  before  him  in  the  county  of  Sussex*  A  woman 
had  been  there  indicted  for  the  murder  of  her  bastard 
child.  A  mass  of  matter  was  produced  as  the  bodjr 
of  that  child,  which,  from  having  been  undiscovered 
for  two  months  after  it  was  allied  to  have  beea 
bom,  was  nothing  but  an  ugly  mass  of  corruption—* 
there  were  no  lineaments  of  the  human  fiace  to  be 
traced  in  it,  and  it  was  impossible  even  to  ascertain 
to  which  sex  it  belonged.  Under  such  circumstances^ 
he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  stop  the  prosecution;  but 
whether  he  was  right  or  wrong  in  so  doing  it  was  not 
for  him  to  determine. 

Acting  upon  the  same  principle,  he  must  here  de- 
clare, that  it  was  necessary  that  the  body  found  in  the 
pond  should  be  identified  as  the  body  of  Mr.  Weare. 
The  learned  Judge  then  read  over  the  evidence,  until 
he  came  to  that  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  surgeon  of  Wat- 
ford, merely  remarking  that  there  could  not  be  a 
doubt  that  they  were  now  sitting  to  inquire  upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Weare.  Before  he  entered  into  an  ex» 
amination  of  that  gentleman's  evidence,  he  was  bound 
to  say  that  he  had  never  in  the  whole  course  of  bis 
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experience  heard  a  surgeon  give  bis  evidence  in  a 
more  plain,  simple,  unaffected,  and  sensible  manner. 
He  did  nbt  know  any  thing  of  Mr.  Ward,  but  com- 
mon justice  impelled  him  to  make  that  remark  upon 
his  evidence. 

His  Lordship  then  read  the  indictment:  he  ob- 
served that  the  first  count  of  it  charged  John  Thurtell 
with  having,  with  a  certain  pistol,  in  and  upon  the 
left  side  of  the  head  of  William  Weare,  struck, 
forced,  and  penetrated^  and  with  having,  by  such 
striking,  forcing,  and  penetrating,  given  him  one 
mortal  fracture,  of  which  he  died ;  and  that  the 
second  count  of  it  charged  him  with  having  inflicted 
on  the  left  side  of  Mr.  Weare's  neck,  with  a  knife, 
a  mortal  wound,  of  which  he  had  subsequently  died. 
Now  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Ward  completely  sup- 
ported this  indictmefit ;  for  it  was  clear  from  it  that 
Mr.  Weare  might  have  died  either  by  the  wound 
occasioned  by  the  cutting  of  the  jugular  vein,  or  by 
that  occasioned  by  the  fracture  in  die  skull.  Two 
points  were  therefore  clearly  settled — first,  that  the 
person  murdered  -  was  Mr.  Weare;  and  ,  secondly, 
that  he  was  murdered  in  the  manner  described  in 
the  indictment. 

They  now  came  to  the  great  ouestion  in  the  case-— 
was  John  Thurtell  the  principaT  in  this  murder,  or 
was  he  not ;  and  was  he  aided,  assisted,  and  abetted 
in  it  by  Joseph  Hunt  ?  It  was  not  necessary  to  de- 
cide this  point  on  the  present  trial ;  but  he  should 
think  that  if  a  party  came  in  before  a  murder  was 
fully  completed,  and  stood  by  without  preventing  it, 
and  afterwards  assisted  in  concealing  it,  he  made 
himself  as  liable  as  the  principal,  and  became  an  ac- 
cessory before  the  fact.  That  question,  however, 
he  repeated,  it  was  not  necessary  to  decide  now ; 
but  he  thought  it  requisite  for  public  utility  and 
public  safety,  to  make  some  remarks  upon  it.  It 
appeared  manifest  in  various  cases  which  had  re- 
cently been  decided,  that  it  was  very  common  for 
men  of  low  degree  to  flatter  themselves,  that  if  theirs 
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was  not  the  band  Vhich  ccMomitted  the  fatal  deed, 
ibey  were  perfectly  safe  from  all  consequeoces,  evew 
though  they  were  present  at  the  murder.-  Nothing 
oottld  be  more  fallacious  than  such  an  idea.  In 
point  of  morals,  it  was  wrong ;  and  in  pomt  of  law» 
it  was  equally  so  ;  for  if  two  persons  went  to  com- 
mit a  robbery,  or  to  break  open  a  house,  and  one 
party  committed  the  felony  with  his  hand,  and  the 
other  stood  idly  by,  both  were  equally  guilty  in  the 
eye  of  the  law ;  and  it  was  laying  a  false  dnd  dan- 
gerous unction  to  their  souls,  to  suppose  that  both 
would  not  be  equally  liable  to  punishment.  He  made 
this  observation  for  the  sake  of  public  morals  and 
hoped  it  would  have  due  effect. 

The  learned  Judge  then  read  the  evidence  of 
George  Ruthven,  the  officer  who  apprehended  Thur- 
tell,  and  called  the  Jury's  atfbntion  to  the  facts  of 
his  having  found  a  pocket  pistol  on  the  person  of 
Thurtell — a  fact  which  he  only  wished  them  to  notice 
as  confirmatory  of  Probert's  evidence  in  part.  One 
would  naturally  expect  that  the  prisoner  (Thurtell) 
would  have  given  some  account  of  that  pistol,  and 
also  of  its  being  the  fellow  to  the  pistol  which  another 
witness  found  in  Gill's-hill-lane,  all  covered  with 
blood.  This  witness  also  described  Thurtelt's  sleeve, 
his  coat,  and  his  ffiit,  as  having  marks  of  blood  on 
them.  It  was  unfortunate  that  he  shoujd  have  on 
his  person,  at  ttie  very  time  of  his  apprehension, 
some  of  those  stains  which  had  been  described  by 
others.  ^  The  witness,  the  first  time  he  searched 
Hupt  8  lodgings,  did  not  take  away  any  thing ;  but 
on  his  second  search,  he  found  a  double-barrelled 
gun,  a  carpet-bag,  a  shooting  jacket,  a  whistle,  a 
back-gammon  board,  several  shirts,  one  of  which  was 
marked  •*  W.  W."  (the  initials  of  "William  Weafe.*') 
and  another  marked  "  W.^^  alone.  This  waa  a  very 
strong  point  of  the  evidence  in  bringing  Hunt  and 
Thurtell  together.  It  here  appeared  that  Hunt  had 
in  his  possession,  when  ha  was  taken  up,  an  enormous 
quantity  of  articles  which  were  distinctly  proved  to 
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have  belonged  to  tiiis  unfortunate  person.  The 
d^rpet-bag,  the  double-barrelled  gun,  and  the  baokr 
gammon  board  were  proved  to  bai^e  been  in  bin 
possession .  on  the  34th  of  October,  when  he  set  out 
to  the  country ;  and  on  the  30th,  only  six  days  after* 
ward&,  they  are  found  in  the  lodgings  of  Hunt.  A31 
this  might  be  true  of  an  accessory  before  the  fiEUst  as  ^A^ell 
as  after  it ;  and  it  was  argued  by  the  counsel  for  the 
Crown,  that  Hunt  must  have  had  a  guilty  knowledge 
of  what  was  intended  to  be  done,  before  it  was  ac^ 
tually  effected,  and  that  he  received  those  articles  aS: 
a  reward  or  douceur  for  the  part  he  had  taken  in  this 
transaction. 

The  next  witness  was  Henry  Simmons,  constable 
of  Watford,  who  produced  the  pistol  and  knife  which 
were  found  upon  the  spot  where  the  murder  was 
committed,  and'  also  a  box  and  gold  chain»  which  be 
had  received  from  Mrs.  Probert  The  former  was 
the  fellow  to  the  pistol  found  on  Thurtell.  William 
Probert  was  the  next  evidence,  and  certainly  it  waSg 
in  every  point  of  view,  most  important.  He  came 
forward  in  the  character  of  an  accomplice,  and  cer<- 
tainly  his  conduct  had  heexi  most  base,  in  being  privy 
to  the  commission  of  a  murder,  and  concealing  it« 
He  spoke  of  Thurtell  as  being  a  very  intimate  ac- 
quaintance— as  a  person  who  was  in  the  habit  of 
coming  down  to  sport,  and  who  was  well  acquainted 
with  all  the  roads  in  the  neigbbourbood.  This  was 
an  important  point  in  answer  to  that  part  of  the  de- 
fence which  rested  on  ThurteU's  alleged  ignwance 
of  the  country,  from  which  it  was  assumed  that  he 
might  have  missed  his  way  in  proceeding  to  the 
cottage. 

Some  stress  had  been  laid  on  the  suddenness  of 
Thnrteirs  visit  at  the  cottage ;  but  looking  to  the  in- 
timacy between  Thurtell  and  Probert,  it  was  not  sur* 
prising  that  he  should  go  down,  without  an  invitation* 
and  even  Uiat  be  should  take  a  friend  with  him.  The 
singularity  of  the  case  was  his  having  said,  without 
hesitation,  as  was  stated  in  ^videncei  '*'U  Weai9 
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comes  down,  1  will  do  him^  for  he  has  done  me  out 
of  several  hundred  pounds."  Thurtell,  it  appeared  in 
evidence,  when  he  proceeded  for  the  cottage,  left  the 
Coach  and  Horses  public-house  in  a  gig  alone.  The 
gig,  it  was  stated,  was  drawn  by  an  iron  grey,  or 
roan  horse,  with  a  white  face.  This  circumstance 
was  very  important,  as  it  was  most  clearly  proved 
that  such  a  horse  was  hired  by  Joseph^  Hunt .  This 
fact  was  substantiated  by  persons  from  town,  and  by 
the  little  boy  Addis,  who  gave  his  evidence  ex* 
tremely  well.  Some  of  these  persons  deposed  as  to 
the  colour  of  the  horse  hired  by  Hunt,  and  the  boy, 
Addis,  proved  that  the  horse  which  drew  the  gig  in 
which  Thurtell  arrived  at  bis  master's  cottage  at  night, 
was  of  the  same  description  of  colour.  It  was  very 
clearly  proved  that  Thurtell  went  away  from  town 
with  such  an  animal  as  that  described,  and  that  he 
arrived  alone  at  the  cottage,  his  gig  being  drawn  by 
an  animal,  similar  in  appearance  to  that  which  was 
so  described. 

On  tiie  apparent  discrepancy  of  the  evidence  with 
respect  to  time,  which  appeared  in  the  statement  of 
the  coachman  who  took  up  Weare,  and  who  spoke  to 
its  being  dayh'ght  when  he  set  him  down,  and  the 
statement  of  others,  who  spoke  to  the  period  at  which 
Thurtell  left  the  Coach  and  Horses,  the  learned  Judge 
observed,  that  nothing  could  ])ossibIy  be  more  uncer- 
tain than  the  ^  keeping  a  correct  account  of  small  por* 
tions  of  time. 

The  question  for  the  Jury  was,  whether  the  discre- 
pancy was  not  of  a  trivial  nature — ^whether,  consider- 
ing the  fact,  that  his  watch  might  go  a  little  slower 
or  a  little  faster  than  that  of  another  person — ^whether, 
looking  to  the  circumstance  that  a  man  might  make 
an  erroneous  guess  at  the  time,  with  reference  to  a 
matter  which  had  passed  some  days  before,  the  dis- 
crepancy which  was  likely  thus  to  arise,  should  mili* 
tate  against  a  statement,  which,  on  the  whole,  pre- 
sented very  little  appearance  of  inconsistency,  with 
reference  even  to  time«     The  learned  Judge,  ia  pun* 
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suing  his  observations  on  the  evidence  of  Probert, 
referred  to  the  evidence  of  Clarke  and  Field,  the 
publicans,  as  corroborative  of  what  had  been  sworn 
by  Probert,  and  pointing  out  a  complete  link  of  evi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  incidentally  alluded  to  that  part 
of  Mrs.  Probert's  evidence  in  which  she  described 
Hunt  as  having  talents  for  singing. — [Here  Hunt 
placed  one  of  his  hands  before  bis  face,  swayed  his 
head  from  side  to  side,  and  exhibited  all  the  appear- 
ance of  extreme  distress.  The  eyes  of  the  whole 
Court  were  attracted  towards  him,  whilst  he  exhibited 
this  appearance,  which  continued  for  two  or  three 
minutes.    He  then  resumed  his.  composure.] 

The  general  eifect  of  this  evidence  (of  Probert's)  ' 
went  to  show  that  Hunt  was  aware  of  the  various 
facts  of  which  it  imputed  to  him  a  guilty  knowledge; 
particularly  that  part  which  regarded  the  circum- 
stances that  took  place  when  Hunt  and  Probert  stop- 
ped to  drink  at  the  Artichoke.  The  boy  Addis 
proved  the  coming  in  of  the  three  parties  together  to 
him  in  the  stable.  First,  of  all.  Hunt  came  ip  by 
himself;  but  having  gone-  out,  he  returned  accom- 
panied by  Probert  and  Thurtell.  . 

Probert's  evidence  proved  another  fact — ^the  going 
out  of  the  parties  into  Gill's  HilMane,  after  the  supper 
had  been  ordered,  on  the  night  of  the  murder,  and 
the  hour  at  which  this  incident  took  place.  Now 
how  was  all  this  confirmed  ?  By  the  evidence  of  the 
woman  (Woodroffa)  who  cooked  the  victuals  which 
were  eaten  at  that  supper,  it  appeared  that  she  re- 
ceived orders  from  her  master  (Probert)  not  to  dress 
them  so  soon  as  they  had  been  ordered ;  and  she  be- 
lieved that  her  master,  Thurtell,  and  Hunt,  did  then 
go  out.  They  said  they  were  going  to  Mr.  NichoUs's, 
and  they  stayed  nearly  an  hour. 

Now  let  the  Jury  ask  themselves  what  these  men 
^d  during  this  time  ?    Did  they,  in  fact,  go  to  Mr^ 
Nicholls's  ?    Mr.  Nicholls,  on  his  cross-examination, 
he  was  at  home  all  this  while ;  that  he  was  never 
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odt  on  liiat  evemng ;  and  ttiat  neither  Probert,  nor 
any  of  his  friends,  cidled  upon  him  on  (hat  day.  The 
question,  then,  for  the  Jury  was,  whether,  if  Ae 
parties  had  not  gone  out,  agreeably  to  their  own  ac- 
count, to  Mr.  Nicbolls's,  they  had  not  gone  out  with 
some  purpose,  which,  to  say  the  least,  they  thought 
fit  to  keep  entirely  secret,  and  of  the  suspicious  cha- 
racter of  which  the  Jury  could  not  feel  much-  doubt  in 
their  own  minds.  The  witness  deposed,  that  Jolm 
Thurtell,  when  tiiey  went  out  before  sapper,  took  with 
him  a  cord  and  a  sack ;  and  he  carried  a  lantern  down 
the  lane. 

Now,  all  through  tiiis  case,  it  was  shown  that  die 
body  was  found  in  a  sack,  and  had  a  cord  round  it. 
The  Court  then  adverted  to  the  passages  in  Probert's 
evidence,  which  regarded  the  expressions  used  by 
Thurtell  in  allusion  to  the  part  of  the  lane  in  which 
lay  the  body  of  the  deceased ;  the  finding  of  die  body 
with  the  red  shawl  about  its  neck,  and  the  search  in 
the  leaves  and  grass  for  the  knife  and  pistol.  Here, 
again,  confirmation  was  not  wanting. 

If  the  Jury  believed  the  evidence  of  the  two  labour* 
ing  men,  Harrington  and  Richard  Hunt,  they  would 
remember  that  Uiose  witnesses  did  see  two  men  in 
this  same  lane  the  next  morning  i^ter  the  alleged 
murder ;  the  one  of  them  with  a  black,  and  the  otiier 
with  a  white  hat.  Harrington  had  sworn  to  the  man 
in  the  white  hat,  whom  he  had  pointed  out  in  the  pri* 
soner,  Thurtell ;  and  he  deposed  that  the  other  party 
wore  large  bushy  hair,  and  had  black  whiskers,  and 
a  black  hst.  Now  it  was  proved  that  John  Thurtell 
had  no  white  hat  of  his  own,  but  Probert  had.  And 
in  the  course  of  the  proceedings,  Probert  had  been 
very  properly  asked  by  counsel,  who  had  repeatedly 
addressed  the  question  to  him,  whether  he  had  not 
thdt  morning  walked  out  with  a  white  hat  on  ?  Tlie 
witness  positively  denied  it.  This  was,  however,  a 
most  important  fact  to  be  considered  by  the  Jury. 
Had  Thurtell  on  a  white  hat^  or  not  on  the  day  in 
question?   They  coidd  not  have  forgot  that  SiunA 


Woodroffa  had  sworn^  that  about  six  or  sevoDi  or 
seyen  or  eight  o'clock  on  the  morpiiig  of  tke  same 
day  on  which  these  two  men  were  seen  in  the  lane, 
she  went  into  the  parlour  at  Qiirs-hill-cottage,  and 
Mw  Xohn  Thurtell  lying  on  the  sofa  ^*  with  a  white 
hat  on  his  head."  Now  of  the  two  men  who  were 
se^i  in  the  lane  that  morning,  the  labourer,  Richard 
Hunt,  swore  that  the  prisoner,  Joseph  Hunt,  was  one, 
and  that  Thurtell  was  the  other ;  Harrington  swore 
ody  td  Thurtdl.  They  also  swore  to  the  seeing 
them  searching,  on  the  morning  after  the  murder,  in 
the  hedge ;  and  therefore  the  fact  of  the  pistol  being 
found  by  the  labourers,  as  it  was,  on  that  very  spot, 
was  of  singular  importance ;  not  so  much,  perhaps, 
in  itself,  as  that  it  went  mainly  to  confirm  the  testi- 
mony of  the  witness  Probert. 

When  Thurtell  had  taken  the  sack  and  cord,  and, 
accompanied  by  Hunt  and  Probert,  had  found  the 
dead  body  on  the  other  side  of  the  hedge,  and  had 
possessed  himself  of  the  three  five-pound  notes,  ac- 
cording to  Probert,  Thurtell  and  they  put  the  body 
in  the  sack  bead-furemost.  Probert  did  not  know 
how  far  the  sack  came  down ;  but  other  witnesses 
proved,  that  when  found,  it  reached  somewhere  about 
the  knee,  and  it  was  tied  with  a  cord.  Was  this  ac- 
count of  Probert's  supported  ?  Yes ;  by  the  evidence 
of  Mrs.  Probert. 

Of  Mrs.  Probert,  the  Court  would  just  observe 
that  she  was  a  competent  witness  now,  for  her  hus- 
band had  been  acquitted.  If  her  husband  had  still 
been  to  be  tried,  (and  it  might  seem  necessary  to  ex- 
plain this  to  the  Jury),  she  would  have  been  an  in- 
competent witness.  And  by  this,  they  were  to  un- 
derstand the  Court  as  meaning,  '^incompetent,"  not 
as  if  she  were  a  wicked  or  worthless  woman,  but  be- 
cause of  that  rule  of  law  which,  for  the  prievention  of 
domestic  jars  and  wicked  contrivances,  by  wife  or 
husband,  with  a  view  to  the  effecting  injury  to  the 
other,  had  wisely  provided  that  the*  wife  should  not 
be  an  admissible  evidence  against  the  husband.    He^ 
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however,  being  acquitted,  she  was  a  competent  wit- 
ness ;  and  though  the  impropriety  of  her  accepting 
the  chain  which  she  wore  after  Thartell  put  it  round 
her  neck  was  calculated  to  excite  some  suspicion,  yet 
it  would  be  carrying  the  principle  of  caution  too  far, 
and  to  a  degree  not  warranted  even  by  the  facts,  or 
by  the  ordinary  feelings  even  of  humanity,  to  require 
that  she  should  have  suspected  that  a  murder  had  been 
just  previously  committed. 

It  had  beep  proved  by  innumerable  witnesses,  that 
the  chain  which  she  gave  up*  to  the  constable  on  tlie 
5th  of  November  last,  was  the  same  that  the  deceased 
wore  about  his  person  when  he  last  left  bis  chambers 
in  Lyon's-inn.  Prom  whom  did  she  receive  it?  One 
witness  said  she  put  it  about  her  own  neck ;  she  de- 
posed that  Thurtell  put  it  there ;  but  this  was  a  very 
trifling  difference  of  testimony.  Now,  from  the  evi- 
dence of  Upson  and  that  of  Foster,  which  had  been 
much  commented  on  by  the  prisoner,  the  question  was, 
whether  there  was  not  direct  corroboration  of  Pro- 
bert's  evidence  in  respect  of  Thurtell's  possession  of 
the  watch  to  which  this  chain  was  attached  ?  Upson 
deposed  that  Thurtell  told  him  that  he  had  thrown 
the  watch  over  some  palings  near  Watford.  If  the 
Jury  believed  Charles  Forster,  this  fact  was  also  con- 
firmed ;  for  Forster,  who  was  a  constable,  spoke  to 
Thurtell's  telling  him  that  Hunt  was  a  rascal  for  nosing 
him  in  such  a  manner,  and  that  he  had  offered  the 
watch  for  sale  as  Hunt's  property.  This  was  on  the 
30th  of  October. 

The  Court  had  here  been  drawn  in,  to  notice 
Foster's  evidence,  but  it  would  keep  its  faith  with 
Mr.  Thessiger,  the  Learned  Counsel  for  the  prisoner 
Hunt,  who  had  very  properly  objected  to  this  evidence, 
on  being  offered,  by  urging  that  it  could  not  be  re- 
ceived as  against  his  client,  being  mere  hearsay ;  and 
it  would  not  be  received,  perhaps,  as  against  Hunt ; 
but  it  was  good  evidence  against  the  prisoner  Thurtell, 
who  himself  had  made  the  declarations  it  referred  to. 
There  was  a  part  of  Probert's  evidence  to  which  he 
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(die  Learned  Judge)  should  now  particularly  advert ; 
it  was,  that  Thurtell  said,  as  the  party  were  returning 
to  the  cottage  after  looking  at  the  body,  "  When  T 
first  shot  him,  he  jumped  out  of  the  gig,  ran  like  the 
devil  up  the  lane,  singing  out  ^hat  he  would  deliver  up 
all  that  he  had  won  of  me,  if  I  would  only  spare  hm 
life ;"  and  the  witness  added,  that  he,  witness,  be- 
lieved the  term  **  singing  out"  might  be  one  which 
was  ifsed  in  the  navy.  The  Court  had  since  learned 
from  the  evidence  of  that  very  respectable  officer* 
Captain  M*KinIay,  that  in  fact,  Thurtell  had  formerly 
been  at  sea.  Now,  *•  sin^ng  out'*  vras  certainly  a 
maritime  term ;  and  used  to  express  the  act  of  those 
on  board  of  one  vessel,  crjnng  out  to  those  in 
another. 

The  question  here  for  the  Jury  would  be,  whether 
the  use  of  such  a  term  by  Thurtell  was  not  a  circum* 
stance  to  be  taken  as  confirmatory  of  the  truth  of  Qie 
evidence?  Again,  the  statement  that  ThurteH  said 
the  deceased  offered  to  restore  all  he  owed  him,  if  he 
would  spare  his  life,  was  to  be  Carefully  observed. 
Experience  showed,  that  in  all  cases  where  such  great 
crimes  were  committed,  a  motive  must  be  looked  for. 
For  such  an  atrocious  and  horrible  murder  as  that 
which  was  here*  charged  to  have  been  perpetrated, 
no  adequate  motive,  in  truth,  nor  any  thing  like  an 
adequate  motive,  could  be  surmised.  But  it  would 
appear  that  the  deceased  had  won  a  considerable  pro- 
perty from  the  prisoner,  at  play ;  and  if  this  was  so, 
it  was  to  be  considered  whether  that  dreadful,  that 
horrible  vice,  by  which  he  had  suffered,  and  which  the 
prisoner  himself  had  in  his  address  most  properly  stig- 
matized with  the  strongest  reprobation — that  vice 
which  destroyed  the  good  order  of  society,  sapped 
tile  foundations  of  all  morals,  and  too  often  drove  men 
into  the  commission  of  crimes  that  otherwise  they 
would  never  contemplate-— whether  thiii  had  really 
been  the  motive  of  the  fatal  crime  that  had  been  com-» 
mitted  ?  If  it  had  been,  the  Learned  Judge  sincerely 
hoped  that  the  event  of  this  day,  whatever  way  the 

2  N 


274  MULDER  OP  WEARE, 

business  might  terminate,  would  operate  as  an  awfiil 
lesson.  If  what  the  prisoner  ha4  stated  was  indeed 
true,  that  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  this  country  com* 
monly  indulged  in  the  destructive  vice  of  gaming, 
the  Court  trusted  that  this  would  have  a  salutary 
^ect  upon  them. 

As  to  Probert's  testimony  to  Thurtell's  declaration, 
that  he  began  to  cut  tlie  deceased's  throat,  as  he 
thought,  about  the  jugular  vein,  and  finding  he  still 
could  not  prevent  his  singing  out,  jammed  the  pistol 
in  his  head  and  gave  it  a  turn  round,  it  was  testimony 
that  of  course  could  have  no  direct  confirmation; 
but  the  evidence  of  tlie  surgeon  showed  very  strongly 
that  such  must  have  been  the  fact.  The  observation 
said  to  have  been  made  by  the  same  prisoner  on  pre- 
senting Mrs.  Probert  with  the  chain,  was  confirmed 
by  the  evidence  of  Mrs.  Probert  herself.  Miss  Noyes 
spoke  to  the  same  matters,  and  to  Hunt's  singing  after 
supper.  It  was  proved  by  other  witnesses  that  he  did 
sing  two  or  three  songs.  As .  to  Probert's  account, 
that  Thurtell  gave  him  and  Hunt  six  pounds  a-piece, 
saying  that  was  their  share  of  the  ^'  blunt' — bhmt 
was  a  cant  phrase  which,  happily,  the  Court  did  not 
understand. 

The  evidence  of  Probert  as  to  the  taking  out  o£ 
the  gig  the  carpet-bag,  and  the  other  articles  which 
Thurtell  said  had  belonged  to  the  murdered  man,  and 
as  to  the  latter^s  saying  he  meant  to  have  Barber 
Beaumont  and  Mr.  Woods  next,  was  very  strong. 
For  that  there  were  a  carpet-bag,  a  gun,  and  other 
articles,  so  taken  out,  did  not  depend  on  this  witness 
alone ;  the  fact  was  proved  by  a  boy  and  a  woman- 
servant;  and  that  the  things  were  the  property  of  the 
deceased  was  proved  by  other  witnesses  How  came 
they,  then,  into  this  cottage,  and  into  the  prisoner's 
possession  ?  If  the  Jury  believed  Probert,  it  was 
very  clear  that  the  murdered  man  had  brought  them 
down  in  the  gig  with  him;  but  the  boy  and  the 
woman  diifered  as  to  whether  Thurtell  or  Probert 
brought  them  into  the  cottage.     A  gun  was  seen  in 
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^  gig  ^y  Probert's  boy,  And  in  that  gig  to  the  cot- 
tage Thurtell  came  alone.  Probert  and  Hunt,  the 
other  prisoner  at  the  bar,  came  in  Probert's  gig,  and 
these,  consequently,  were  ^sircuinstaiiees  all  of  theai 
requiring  to  be  accounted  for. 

Thurtell  here  interrupted  the  Learned  Judge,  and 
said,  my  Lord;  that  gun  of  mine  was  sold  by  public 
auction,  at  a  sale  of  Probert's  effects. 

The  Court.  That  fact  does  not  appear  in  evi* 
denoe. 

Thurtell.     No,  my  Lord ;  I  overlooked  it. 

The  Court.  If,  prisoner,  you  have  overlooked  it 
in  evidence,  and  can  supply  it  properly  now,  I  will 
do  so  for  you.  The  Jury  will  observe,  that  what 
the  prisoner  may  observe  to  the  Court  merely,  is  no 
evidence  in  itself. 

In  adverting  to  Thurtell's  saying  **he  was  bagged,'' 
on  Probert's  informing  him  that  cries  of  murder  were 
heard  near  the  lane  on  the  Friday,  and  to  Probert's 
observation  that  he  was  afraid  the  business  would 
ruin  him,  the  Learned  Judge  expressed  a  wish  that 
Probert  had  acted  up  to  this  his  impression,  and  had 
sent  for  some  magistrate,  whose  interference  might 
have  prevented  some  of  the  acts  that  subsequentl]^ 
took  place.  Unfortunately,  all  this  conduct  of  Pro- 
bert's  had  been,  undoubtedly,  most  infamous,  an<l 
teas  not  to  be  defended. 

The  story  about  going  to  Probert's  pond,'takingout 
the  body,  disposing  it  for  the  time  naked  on  the  green 
sward,  returning  for  the  gig,  and  putting  it  in  there 
enveloped  in  the  sack.  Hunt  in  the  mean  tim^  re* 
maining  in  th^  parlour — ^this.  was  confirmed  by  the 
evidence  of  Mrs.  Probiert,  who  saw  Hunt,  as  she 
thought,  and  Thurtell  dragging  something  weighty 
through  the  garden,  and  afterwards  overheard  them 
and  her  bosband  in  tiie  parlour  whispering.  She 
also  thought  she  heard  them  trying  on  clothes.  Now 
the  Jury  would  hear  by-and-by,  whether  any  per- 
son was  afterwards  seen  in  the  deceased's  clothed. 
Mrs.  Probert  also  overheard  them  tell  her  husband^ 
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"  that  they  must  say  to  the  boy»  that  a  hare  had  been 
hid  on  the.  gig«seat,  and  that  they  had  had  a  hare 
made  them  a  present  of."  This  looked  as  if  some 
blood  had  been  spilt  in  the  chaise,  and  that  it  was 
thought  necessary,  by  a  false  stwy,  to  delude  the 
boy's  mind  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
occasioned  All  this  opcurred  at  an  eiarly  hour  of 
the  morning,  and  Thurtell  said  he  had  his  revenge. 
At  this  part  of  the  evidence  th^re  seemed  some 
slight  degree  of  confusion ;  for  one  or  two  facts 
were  spoken  to  by  others,  whereas  it  did  not  appear 
that,  excepting  £hint,  Probert,  and  Thurtell  them- 
selves, any  body  but  Mrs.  Probert  was  up  at  this 
time.  . 

ThurteU.  Will  you  allow,  me,  my  Lord,  to  call 
the  Sheriff  now,  in  order  to  prove  that  my  gun  was 
sold  previously  at  a  sale  oi  Probert's  goods  ? 

The  Court.  You  dont  mean  the  High-Sheriff, 
prisoner*  of  course  ? 

Thurtell    No,  my  Lord ;  the  Under-Sheriff. 

Mr.  W.  NAcholsdn,  the  Under-Sheriff,  was  then 
called.  '' 

Examined  by  Thurtell.  I  ask  you,  Sir,  whether 
my  gun  was  not  sold  among  Probert*s  effects. 

iSe  Under-Sheriff*  Certainly  there  was  a  double* 
barrelled  gun  sold  under  an  execution  levied  on  Mr. 
Probert's  goods.  Whether  that  ^m  belonged  to  you 
or  not,  I  cannot  say.  We  supposed  it  to  be.  the 
property  of  Mr.  Probert. 

The  Judge.  **.Of  course  you.  did,  Mr.  Under- 
Sheriff,  or  tjbc.yrm  would  not  have  sold  it." 

The  Court  then  observed,  that  it  hoped  that  it  had 
not  proceeded  wrongly,  in  allowing  the  prisoner  to 
mend  his  defence :  but'  what  he  had  offered  had,  as 
the  Court  at  first  feared,  turned  out  to  be  nothing  at 
all.  The  boy  Addis,  who  saw  the  gun  in  the  chaise 
upon  the  ni^t  of  the  Fridayt  met  Probert  walidng 
down  Gill VhilMane,  with  a  double-barrelled  gw,  on 
Saturday  afternoon;  and  Probert  wa9  proved  to 
have  been  seen  on  that  afternoon  walkiqg  with  a 


double-barrelled  gan^  as  if  he  were  oiit  shooting. 
tiow  the  identity  of  the  gun  which  the  boy  saw. 
with  tM  which  Probert  bad,  was  not  proved  in 
esvid^nce ;  bat  the  identity  of  the  gun  that  came  and 
went  away  «gain  with  John  Thurtell  in  his  gig  was 
clearly  proved ;  and  therefore  could  not  be  ttiat  gun 
of  Probert!s  which  was  sold.  Still,  looking  at  Pro* 
bert's  evidence,  the  Jury  would  observe,  that  Thurtell 
said  he  had  been  down  the  lane  to  look  tor  the  pistol 
and  knife  which  had  been  lost  in  the  leaves  and  the 
grass*  Wi|s  this  true?  Did  it  depend  upon  the 
t^timony  of  Probert  alone  ?  Certainly  not,  for  the 
Jury  had  had  the  evidence  of  two  labouring  men. 
who  saw  the  prisoner  Thurtell  thus  occupie4 ;  and 
of  which  fe^e  men,  one  bad  sworn  to  the  person  of 
Thurtell,  and  the  other  to  both  Hunt  and  Thurtdl. 
Again,  the  evidence  as  to  the  spade,  which  had  been 
giv^n  by  Probert,  was  strongly  corroborated.  A 
new  spade  purchased,,  it  was  said,  to  bury  the  de- 
of^ased,  and  which  was  brou^  down  in  the  carriage 
that  conveyed  Hunt  and  Thomas .  Thurtell  to  Pro- 
bert's  house  ^n  the  Sunday,  had  been  produced. 
Thomas  Thurtell  swore,  that  when  they  arriv^  tberc^ 
it  was  thrown  over  the  gardeu^ail* 
.  Then  as  to  Hnnfa  wearing  clothes  which  had  be- 
longed to  the  d^cea^ed,  it  was  not  likely  that  Hunt 
or  the  prisoner  ThurtelU  should  say  any  thing  about 
that  fact  in^the  hearing  of  indifferent  persons.  But 
that  Hupt  went  up  on  the  Sunday,  dressed  in  such 
clothes,  there  could  be  surely  scarce  any  doubt  what- 
ever. And  this  received  some  degree  of  confirmation 
from  the  circumstances  under  which  he  went  down 
with  the  two  Thurtells  to  the  cott^e,  and  from  the 
throwing  of  the  spade.  The  Learned  Judge  then 
observed  upon  this  observation  of  Hunt*s — *^  Pro- 
bert, they  can  do  nothing  with  you  or  me  either, 
because  neither  of  us  was  at  the  murder.''  The  Court 
availed  itself  of  this  opportunity  to  observe  again, 
that  such  was  the  erroneous  doctrine  which  the  minds 
of  m^,  such  as  Hunt  appeared  to  be,  were  apt  t6 
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entertain.  He  seemed  erroneously  to  suppose,  that 
if  he  did  not  actually  perpetrate  the  murder,  he  was 
not  liahle  to  the  punishment  of  the  law.  The  mis- 
chievous consequences  of  such  a  misconception  the 
Court  was  most  anxious  to  guard  against. 

Miss  Noyes  proved,  that  on  the  night  of  Friday, 
the  244h  of  October,  Hunt,  Tburtell,  and  Probert, 
soon  after  their  arrival  at  the  cottage,  went  out  to- 
gether, with  the  alleged  intention  of  asking  Mr. 
NichoUs,  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood,  for  a 
day's  shooting.  She  also  spoke  to  their  return — the 
expression  of  their  disappointment — the  manner  in 
which  the  evening  was  passed,  and  their  incidents, 
which  received  strong  confirmation  from  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  NichoUs  himself.  That  witness  de- 
posed, that  on  the  night  of  Sunday  Probert  did  call 
upon  him,  and  that  some  conversation  passed  between 
them  with  respect  to  something  that  had  happened  in 
the  lane ;  but  the  same  witness  added,  that  although 
on  Friday  he  was  at  home  all  the  evening,  he  saw. 
neither  Probert  nor  any  of  Probert's  friends. 

Probert's  account  was,  (ihat  after  his  return  from 
Nicholls*s  on  Sunday  evening,  and  his  conversation 
with  Thurtell  as  to  what  NichoUs  had  said.  Hunt 
and  Thurtell  sate  up  aU  night :  the  witness  went  to 
bed,  as  did  Noyes,  Thomas  ThurteU,  and  his  child- 
ren ;  and  that  on  the  next  morning,  John  Thurtell 
and  Hunt  said  to  him,  that  they  had  gone  out  last 
night  to  dig  a  grave  to  bury  tiie  body  in ;  but  the 
dogs  barked  so,  all  the  time,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  desist.  On  the  Monday  morning,  J.  ThurteU,  T. 
Noyes,  and  Miss  Noyes  went  to  London  in  one 
chaise,  following  another  which  contained  T.  ThurteU 
and  Hunt,  and  the  witness's  boy  Addis.  They  went 
altogether  therefore ;  and  the  boy  in  order  to  be  out 
"of  the  way  of  being  asked  questions.  This  part  of 
the  story  was  supported  by  the  evidence  of  Addis  ; 
for  it  was  sworn  by  him  that  the  parties  did  go  to- 
gether, in  the  manner  deposed  to.  The  Learned 
Judge  then  recapitulated  Probert's  evidence  as  to 
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the*  return  of  John  Tburtell  and  Hunt,  on  that  err- 
ing, to  the  cottage  ;  Thurtqll's  proposition  to  witness 
to  go  and  get  the  body  out  of  the  pood,  leaving 
Hunt  with  Mrs.  Probert,  the  manner  of  effecting  this 
purpose,  the  taking  the  body  out  of  that  sack  in  which 
it  had  been  put,  tlie  cutting  the  clothes  off,  and  the 
putting  the  corpse  in  a  new  sack,. 

The  Court,  at  first,  could  not  quite  make  out  this 
part  of  the  case,  inasmuch  as  it  had  been  sworn  that 
the  body  was  put  into  a  sack  (after  the  murder)  with 
the  clothes  on ;  and  yet  the  body,  which  was  dragged 
out  of  the  pond  at  Elstroe,  was  naked.  But  it  had 
not  been  proved  (a  matter  that  possibly  tlie  counsel 
had  overlpoked)  whether  that  body  was  dressed  or 
not;  This  man  (Probert)  swore  that  it  was  not, 
when  he  and  Tburtell  removed  it  from  Proberfs 
pond,  which  was  a  matter  that  required  some  proof, 
and  proof,  indeed,  it  had  received.  The  very  respect- 
able surgeon  of  Watford,  Mr.  Ward,  and  the  witness 
Fidcock,  bad  both  agreed  in  deposing  that  the  body 
found  at  Elstree  was  naked  when  taken  out  of  the 
sack.  But  did  Probert  receive  further  confirmation 
on  this  subject  ? 

The  servant,  Susan  Woodroffe,  had  given  strong 
evidence  on  this  point ;  for  she  proved  that  upon 
going  into  the  chaise-house  on  Tuesday  morning,  she 
saw  a  sack  cut  open  and  very  wet,  hanging  up  upon 
a  nail.  Now  this  was  on  the  moping  after  the 
body  was  taken  out  of  Probert's  pond  and  put  into 
the  new  sack.  The  evident  presumption  was,  that 
that  iMp  which  it  had  been  first  thrust  was  the  sack 
Woodroffe  saw  in  this  wet  condition,  hanging  up 
in  the  stable.  Probert  having  stated  in  his  cross- 
examination,  that  on  the  night  of  the  murder  he  had 
conversed  with  Mrs.  Probert,  but  could  not  swear 
whether  he  had  told  her  what  had  passed,  was  asked 
by  the  Counsel  for  the  prisoner  (for  the  Counsel  for 
the  Crown  could  not  put  the  question)  what  it  was 
that  had  passed  between  himself  and  Mrs.  Probert 
on  that  occasion  ?   and  he  had  answered,  that  he 
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ttoaght  he  told  her,  when  she  asked  him  abont  the 
dra^higy  that  it  was  some  netting  which  John  Thar- 
tell  had  brought  down,  and  they  had  gone  out  wiib 
to  snare  game.  The  Court  did  not  exactly  remem^ 
ber  wheflier  this  was  confirmed  or  not ;  but  it  had 
itself  put  a  question  to  Mrs.  Probert,  not  as  to  the 
whole  of  the  conversation  between  her  and  her  hus- 
band on  the  occasion,  but  as  to  whether  she  had 
then  said  any  thing  about  this  matter  to  Probert; 
and  tlie  answers  of  the  wife  went  to  confirm  the 
statement  of  the  husband. 

As  to  the  account  which  Probert  had  givon  of  him* 
self,  his  transactions,  and  his  conduct,  the  Court  couM 
do  no  more  than  repeat,  in  the  strongest  manner,  iti 
utter  reprobation  of  his  conduct,  which  had  been  most 
disgraceful.  It  appeared  that  he  had  been  brought 
up  before  the  Commissioners  of  Bankrupts  six  or  sevea 
times ;  and  the  very  highly  respectable  witness,  Mr. 
Wadeson,  being  called,  proved  this  fact,  and  his  com- 
mittal; but  the  same  gentleman's  evidence  showed 
that  the  Commissioners  must  have  been  satisfied  at 
least,  because  Probert  ultimately  passed  his  examin- 
ation. The  Jury  were  not  quite  aware,  perhaps,  of 
the  nature  of  those  proceedings ;  but  it  was  sufficient 
for  the  Court  to  observe,  that  the  presumption  must 
be,  that  the  Commissioners  had  been  finally  satisfied 
by  Probert,  or  else  they  would  not  have  passed  him. 
He  deposed  that  he  could  recoHect  no  pia]ring  at 
cards  in  the  cottage  on  the  Sunday.  Now  the  fac^ 
though  differently  stated  by  another  witness,  might  be 
so,  although  the  Jury  could  not  give  credit  to  any  de- 
corous or  conscientious  feeling  in  Probert's  mind,  as 
having  deterred  him  and  his  friends  from  an  action 
which  was,  on  Sundays,  highly  improper,  without 
doubt.  On  his  further  cross-examination  by  another 
counsel,  Probert  stated,  that  he  had  met  the  prisoners 
at  Tetsall's  more  than  a  week  before  the  night  of 
Friday;  and  had  known  Hunt  more  than  twelve 
months,  having  himself  introduced  him  to  ThurtelK ' 
The  pork  which  was  purchased  in  Oxford-street,  Pro- 
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heft  swore  to  have  hem  paid  for  by  Ifaiit,  and  the 
.ium  he  does  not  remember  to  have  ever  repaid  him ; 
neither  had  he,  on  the  other  hand,  ever  applied  to 
Hunt  for  the  remainder  of  the  twenty  shiDings  he  had 
given  him  at  l^urteli's  refjuest.  Now,  neither  of 
these  circumstances  could  create  any  surprise  in  the 
minds  of  the  Jury ;  for  all  the  parties  appeared  to 
have  since  engaged  in  transactions,  of  which  the  his- 
tory was  too  full  of  bloodshed  and  atrocity  to  allow 
of  any  calm  recollection  of  such  pecuniary  inatters.   • 

Probert  admitted  that  he  said  to  Mr.  Franklin,  the 
clergyman,  that  up  to  the  day  of  his  going  before  the 
Grand  Jnry,  that  Hunt  and  himself  were  innocent  of 
tlie  murder.  And  very  like  it  was,  the  Court  thought, 
that  he  did  say  sd.  Such  an  •  assertion  (especially 
undei'the  isort  of  unfounded  notions  that  these  men 
might  be  supposed  to  entertain  about  legal  guilt)  was 
natural. enough  to  a  person  in  such  a  situation.  ^  The 
tritness  might  bav6  said  he  was  innoctot^  and  prb^ 
bably  that  Hunt  was  too.  All  this  looked  consistont 
enough;  for^  a»  the  Court. bad- inflaorked  before',  it 
was  a  common  subterfuge  with  such  men  to  *  suppose 
that  if  they  did  not  coinmit  the  partiodlar  crime,  they 
were  innocent  altogether.  Hunt,  again,  might  itave 
said  to  Mr.  Fratdclin,  whom  the  Court  believed  to  be 
a  most  respectable  officer  of  the  county  of  Hertford, 
that  he  was  or  was  not  guilty. 

The  Court,  however,  could  not  too  much  reprobate 
such  .confidences,  if  they  were  not  shown  to  be  en- 
tirely necessary  and  justified,  especially  between  cler- 
gymen and  accused  or  suspected  parties.  There  was 
notliing  of  such  confidences  recognised  in  the  doctrine 
of  the  Church  of  England,  whatever  might  be  the 
case  in  the  Romish  communion ;  although,  in  these 
criminal  cases,  his  Lordship  apprehended,  even  that 
communion  did  not  exactly  encourage  them.  With 
us,  however,  they  ought  by  no  means  to  prevail,  The 
Court  then  proceeded  to  observe  on  the  evidence  of 
Mrs.  Probert ;  and  on  the  fact  of  Thurteirs  produeing 
a  watch,  and  presenting  her  with  the  chain.    It  re* 
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nkaAed  that  the  Jury  wouM  andoubtedUy  ramomlMry 
that  the  boy  Addis  had  deposed  that  a  gold  watch 
was  on  tliat  evcDfaig  put  down  in  the  kitchen  on  the 
table  by  John  Tburteil.  Ttie  Learned  Judge  eonsi- 
dered  that  Mrs.  Probert>  account  of  the  proceedings 
at  the  cottage,  and  the  departure  of  Hunt  and  Tbur- 
teil on  the  Monday,  was  much  confirmed  by  her  hus- 
band's evidence,  and  by  the  fact  in  proof  of  Hunt's 
arrival  at  his  own  lodgings  in  town  the  next  morning 
at  a  very  late  and  unseasonable  hour.  What  the  fact 
of  the  hole  dug  for  potatoes  in  the  garden-*^  very 
usual  mode  of  deposit  for  that  vegetable — ^was  ex- 
amined into  for,  as  in  Mrs.  Probert's  case,  the  Court 
did  not  rightly  understand. 

The  evidence  of  Thomas  Thurtell  was  excessively 
important ;  for  he  swore,  to  his  recollection,  that  on 
the  24ih  of  October,  his  brother  John  (the  prisoner) 
and  Hunt  dined  at  Tetsall's;  and  he  remembered,  he 
•thougiht,  that  after  dinner  Hunt  brought  a  sack  with 
him  and  a  gig  to  the  door.  The  Jury  would  partictt- 
lariy  mark  tfaas  (wot  bM-  applicable  to  Hunt^s  case. 

The  Learned  Judge  next  remarked,  that  the  fact  of 
Hunt  having  shaved  off  his  whiskers  after  the  S5tfa 
of  October,  as  mentioned  by  the  witness  Rexworthy, 
merited  the  attention  of  the  Jury*  He  might  observe, 
]iowever«  that  Rexworthy  was  not  a  man  whose  cha* 
racter  was  of  the  best  description*  He  was  the 
keeper  of  a  house  appropriated  to  billiard-i^aying, 
and  ^he  (Mr,  Justice  rark)  considered'  persons  who 
kept  such  places  to  be  panders  to  the  bad  passions  of 
men.  He  would  show  no  favour  to  men  who  kept 
houses  of  that  nature^  and  if  it  were  necessary*  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  make  some  severe  observa- 
tions respecting  his  character ;  but  that  was  not  the 
case,  because  tilie  evidence  of  Rexworthy  was  con- 
firmed by  many  witnesses. 

He  now  came  to  a  most  material  witness — namely, 
Mrs.  Malony,  the  laundress  of  Mr.  Wearo.  She  de- 
posed that  she  saw  the  carpet-bag  and  other  articles, 
which  were  seen  in  the  possession  of  the  prisoners  at 
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nine  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  25fli  of  October,  in 
the  hands  of  tiieir  owner,  Mr.  Weare,  at  three  o'clock 
on  tiie  afternoon  of  the  same  day.  It  was  afi  every« 
day  observation  of  judges,  ttiat  if  stolen  property  was 
found,  shortly  after  the  robbery  had  been  committed^ 
in  the  possession  of  an  individual  who  could  give  no 
account  of  it,  it  was  a  strong  ground  of  suspicion 
against  him.  It  was  not  sufficient  for  prisoners  under 
such  circumstances  to  indulge  in  general  declarations 
of  innocence ;  they  were  bound  to  show  by  evidence 
in  what  manner  they  became  possessed  of  the  pro^ 
perty. 

The  next  witness,  upon  whose  evidence  he  felt  it 
necessary  to  remark,  was  John  Shepherd,  the  servant 
of  Mr.  Probatt.  Shepherd  swore,  that  when  Hunt 
€ame  to  bis  master  s  yard  to  hire  the  gig,  he  stbted 
that  he  was  going  to  take  it  to  Dartford.  If  Hunt 
faad  known  nothing  of  what  was  to  be  done  on  that 
night,  why  did  he  not  say  that  he  wanted  the  chaise  to 
go  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Elstree,  instead  of  put* 
ting  the  stable-keeper  on  a  wrong  scent,  by  s&yin^ 
that  he  was  going  to'  Dartford  ?  The  evidence  of 
Mr.  Probatt  showed  that  Hunt  had  a  most  depraved 
mind.  His  language  was  coarse  and  brutal,  and  he 
talked  of  mnrder  as  a  matter  of  indifference.  Mr« 
Probatt's  evidence  did  not  merely  prove  that  Hunt 
indulged  in  declamation,  for  if  it  had  gone  no  further 
than  that,  he  would  have  felt  it  his  dutyto  prevent  it 
from  being  laid  before  the  Jury ;  but  Mr.  Probatt 
stated  that  Hunt  on  one  occasion  took  a  pistol  from 
his  pocket,  and  said,  **  THiis  is  the  boy  to  do  business." 
He  would  leave  it  to  the  Jury  to  form  their  own 
judgment  of  such  a  proceeding. 

Thurtell  here  interrupted  his  Lordship,  and  begged 
him  to  read  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Field,  the  landlord 
of  the  Artichoke  public-house,  at  Elstree. 

Mr.  Justice  Pahk  said  that  he  would  not,  because 
he  had  already  read  every  word  of  it. 

Thurtell.     I  beg  pardon,  my  Lord ;  but  I  think 
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you  omitted  that  part  in  which  Mr.  Field  stated  that 
Hunt  was  alone  at  his  house  on  the  Tuesday. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  I  do  not  see  what  reason 
you  have  for  wishing  the  fact  to  be  stated,  if  it 
were  so,  ^ 

Tfiurtell  said  something  which  was  not  very  intel- 
ligible, about  Probert  having  confessed  to  five  men  in 
the  gaol  that  he  had  planned  the  whole  affaia  in  con- 
junction with  Hunt. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  observed  that  he  could  not  un- 
derstand what  the  prisoner  meant. 

Thurtell.     There  is  another  thing,  my  Lord, 

Mr.  Justice  PARk  said  that  he  could  not  permit  the 
prisoner  to  comment  on  the  evidence. 

Thurtell  said  that  he  did  not  wish  to  make  any 
comments,  but  merely  to  offer  an  observation. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  told  him  to  communicate  what  he 
wished  to  say  to  his  Counsel. 

Thurtell  accordingly  spoke  to  his  Counsel,  who 
afterwards  addressed  Mr.  Justice  Park  in  an  under 
tone. 

Mr.  Justice  Park,  addressing  the  Jury,  said,  he 
had  asked  the  prisoner's  Counsel  to  enable  him  to 
know  what  Thurtell  meant.  From  what  he  could 
understand,  Thurtell  wished  it  to  ll^  inferred,  that  be- 
cause Hunt  was  at  die  Artichoke  on  Tuesday,  he 
must  have  been  there  for  the  purpose  of  tlirowing  the 
body  into  the  pond.  It  rested  with  the  Jury  to  say 
whether  that  ii^erence  could  be  fairly  deduced  from 
the  fact. 

His  Lordship  was  here  addressed  by  the  prisoner's 
Counsel ;  after  which  his  Lordship  .stated,  that  he 
was  informed  Thurtell  wished  to  call  new  evidence, 
which  he  (Mr.  Justice  Park)  was  willing  to  receive. 

A  person  named  Isaac  Pye  was  then  placed  in  the 
witness  box.  He  stated  something  about  a  double- 
Barrelled  gun  having  been  sold  at  tlie  auction  which 
took  place  at  Probert's  cottage.  [We  could  not 
perceive  what  bearing  this  evidence  had  on  the  case.  3 
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Mr.  Justice  Park  desired,  tiie  witness  to  stand 
down,  observing  tiiat  his  testimony  was  of  no  im- 
portance. His  Lordship  then  proceeded  with  \v» 
view  of  tile  eyidence.  He  observed,  that  James 
Freeman  had  deposed,  that  on  the  evening  of  the 
25th,  he  saw  two  gentlemen  going  from  Probert^s 
cottage  in  a  gig,  drawn  by  a  white-faced  horse. 
.  Thurtell  again  interrupted  his  Lordship  with  an 
observation,  tike  purport  of  which  was,  that  Freeman, 
in  his  deposition  before  the  magistrates,  had  sworn 
that  the  horse  was  of  a  different  colour. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  referred  to  the  deposition  which 
Freeman  had  made  before  the  magistrates ;  and  then 
observed  that  the  prisoner's  assertion  was  quite  un- 
founded. He  had  described  the  horse  on  that  occa« 
sion  precisely  as  he  had  done,  before  the  Court. 

Thurtell  said  he  alluded  to  ttie  deposition  of  Mrs. 
Freeman. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  said,  that  Mrs.  Freeman  had 
not  been  examined ;  and  the  Court  codd  not  contrast 
evidence  given  by  a  witness  wha  had  not  been  ex- 
amined there,  with  that  given  by  a  witness  examined 
elsewhere.  He  understood,  however,  that  Mrs. 
Freeman  had  been  called  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
the  prisoner's  Counsel  an  opportimity  of  propounding 
some  question  to  her,  but  she  had  not  appeared  before 
the  Court. 

I  have  now,  Grentlemen,  gone  through  every  fact 
of  the  evidence  by  which  your  consideration  pf  this 
case  ought  to  be  governed.  Among  the  witnesses 
called  by  the  prisoner  Thurtell,  is  Mr.  Wadeson,  a 
most  respectable  solicitor,  who,  upon  being  examined, 
has  told  you  that,  from  his  knowledge  of  Probert,  he 
would  not  believe  any  thing  he  should  say  upon  his 
oalh,  unless  it  was  confirmed  by  some  other  testi- 
mony. To  the  same  question,  from  what  I  have 
seen  of  the  witness  Probert,  I  should  have  returned 
a  similar  answer,  I  would  not  believe  him,  unless  bis 
evidence  was  confirmed.  You  have  heard  the  re- 
spective addresses  of  the  prisoners,  and  they  will  have 
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siidi  weight  with  you  as  they  merit,  oomidering  at 
the  same  time  the  depositions  of  tiie  witnesses  for  the 
prosecution.  You  will  remember.  Gentlemen,  tfuMt 
the  prisoner  Thurtell  is  in  one  reqpect  distinguished 
from  the  prisoner  Hunt,  as  the  former  has  called  thtee 
witnesses  to.  his  character.  Of  these,  Captain  M'Kin* 
lay,  a  most  respectable  officer,  was  one,  but  whose 
knowledge  of  tiie  prisoner  was  of  an  ancient  date. 
If  that  gentleman  had  known  him  simse  1814,  as  he 
knew  him  before,  and  if  he  could  have  given  Urn  the 
same  character  for  good  temper  and  humanity  during 
the '  lapse  of  nine  years  between  that  period  and  the 
present,  then  his  testimony  in  (he  prison^'s  behalf 
would  be  entitled  to  much  greater  weight. 

The  other  two  witnesses,  Mr.  Haydon  and  Mr. 
Walnisley,  spoke  to  the  prisoner's  character,  and  with 
their  testimony  you,  Gentlemen,  will  deal  as  you 
think  fit.  I  must,  how^ver^  observe  to  you,  that  dia-^ 
racter  should  only  prevail  where  a. rational  doubt 
exists — ^in  olher  terms,  that  you  must  decide  this  ease, 
not  upon  the  character  of  the  prisoners,  but  Upon  the  > 
facts.  If  the  facts  are  sufficient  to  bring  conviction 
home  to  your  minds,  however  respectable  may  be  the 
family  of  the  prisoner  (and  I  give  himia'edtt  for  what 
he  has  told  you  respecting  his. parents,  whose  case  I 
feelingly  lament,  but  whom  I  do  not  know),  then 
how  much  soever  you  may  regret  that  such  a  man 
should  be  guilty  of  the  crime  imputed  to  liim,  this 
regret  ought  not  to  influence  your  verdict.  You  are 
not  trying  his  good  character,  much  less  his  bad  cha- 
rater,  and  God  forbid  that  the  laws  of  the  country 
^  should  be  swayed  by  any  such  circumstances.  If 
"^  calumnies  and  prejudices  have  been,  as  he  says  they 
have,  raised  against  him,  by  imputing  to  him  former 
bad  conduct,  such  calumnies  have  been  most  eruel ; 
and  it  is  astonishing  that  men  of  education,  aiid  of 
the  smallest  pretensions  to  right  feeling,  or  to  the 
welfare  of  the  people,  should  lend  themselves  to  prac- 
tices so  injurious  to  sound  religion  and  good  morals^ 
You  are  not  to  try  whether  tiie  prisoners  have  been 
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bad  men,  (if  bad  they  have  been),  but  whether  one  of 
^ttiem  has  committed  a  murder,  and  the  other  was  his 
accessory  before  the  ftot.  If  be  were  otherwise  as 
|>are  as  an  angel,  and  you  were  satisfied  of  his  gailt  in 
tills  instance,  it  woald  be  your  duty,  in  justice  to  your 
felloW'Creatures,  to  pronounce  your  verdict  accord- 
ingly. But  if,  in  the  imperfection  of  humah  intelli- 
gence, a  rational  doubt  should  prevail  in  your  minds, 
then  you  must  give  the  prisoner  the  benefit  of  that 
doubt,  and  let  the  weight  of  his  character  be  thrown 
into  the  scale. 

Gentlemen,  and  I  can  say  no  more  tfian  this,  after 
tiie  careful  examination  of  the  evidence  through 
which  I  have  led  you,  you  must  consider  the  wei^ 
of  the  facts'  proved  in  that  evidence.  If,  notwitb- 
standing  the  darkness  at  the  time  the  crime  was  com* 
mitted — if,  notwithstanding  the  secrecy  with  which  ' 
guilt  seeks  to  shroud  itseUf,  the  finger  of  God  has 
pointed  as  plainly  to  the  criminals  as  if  they  had  comr 
milted  their  crime  in  the  face  of  day,  and  before  your 
eyes ;  it  is  your  duty  to  your  country,  your  nlnty  to 
God,  your  duty  to  yourselves,  to  pronounce  the  ver- 
dict which  must  satisfy  your  consciences,  notwitfK 
standing  any  feeling  you  may  have  towards  the  indi- 
tidoals  its  consequences  may  afiect  Gentlemen, 
Dimsider  of  your  verdict. 

The  Jury  having  consulted,  desired  to  withdraw. — 
An  officer  was  sworn  to  attend  the  Jury  in  the  usual 
form. 

While  the  Judge  was  summing  up,  the  contrast  be- 
tween the  prisoners  was  very  striking.  Hunt  ap- 
peared ready  to  sink  whenever  any  strong  observation 
was  made  against  him,  and  his  demeanour  betrayed 
the  greatest  timidity  and  depression.  Thurtell,  how- 
ever, preserved  a  manly  firmness,  which  was  evidently 
tkot  forced  or  constrained.  He  was  in  full  possession 
of  his  faculties,  and  his  mind  keenly  on  the  alert  to 
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seize  and  aviul  himself  cf  any  opportunity  to  benefit 
his  case,  and  if  possible  induce  a  belief  of  his  inno- 
cence. He  did  not  hesitate  frequently  of  his  own 
^cord^  to  interrupt  the  Learned  Judge,  and  endea- 
your  to  obviate  or  explain  some  of  the  strong  points 
in  the  evidence  against  him,  and  on  ^which  he  found 
particular  stress  was  laid. 

Hunt»  on  the  contrary,  could  not  be  induced  to 
say  a  word,  although  urged  by  his  Solicitor  to  state 
to  the  Judge  the  communication  he  was  making  to 
him,  namely,  that  Mr.  Probatt,  tlie  innkeeper,  was 
certainly  mistaken .  in  his  evidence ;  for  in  tlie  first 
place  he  had  beep  long  acquainted  with  Mr.  Reece — 
he  had  not  only  used  his  house  frequently,  but  visited 
h^m  when  a  prisoner  in  the  Fleet,  consequently  he 
Qould  not  have  wanted  to  know  who  he  was ;  and 
that,  so  far  from  meditating  any  barm .  against  him^ 
he  had  a  respect  and  regard  for  him,  for  many  kind- 
nesses he  had  received  at  his  hands. 

Notwitlistandiug  the  firmness  which  he  di^play^, 
and  the  composure  with  which  he  was  evidently  pre- 
pared to  meet  his  fate,  Thurtell  had  still  a  great 
anxiety  to  gain  a  short  extension  of  time ;  for  almost 
immediately  after  tlie  Jury  withdrew  to  deliberate 
on  their  verdict,  he  asked  Mr.  Piatt,  ope  of  his  Coun- 
sel, whether  he  thought  the  Judge  would  postpone 
the  execution  until  after  Sunday,  and  being  answered 
in  the  negative,  he  presently  after  made  a  similar  in- 
quiry of  Mr.  Harmcr,  who  was  then  close  to  the  b&r 
conversing  with  Hunt,  who  gave  him  tlic  same  opinion 
as  his  Counsel.  Thurtell  then  asked  with  some  ap- 
parent surprise  '*  What !  has  not  the  Judge  the  power 
to  respite  for  a  few  days  ?"  Mr.  Harmer  said  the 
Judge  certainly  possessed  the  power,  but  he  had 
never  known  it  exercised  in  cases  of  murder,  ualess 
some  doubt  was  entertained  as  to  the  correctness  of 
the  conviction ;  still,  however,  there  would  be  no 
impropriety  in  his  respectfully  sohciting  the  Judge  to 
grant  him  that  indulgence. 
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Thurtell  after  this  joined  in  a  general  conversation 
with  several  persons  who  were  immediately  arouncl 
him.  It  was  remarked  by  one,  that  his  address  to 
the  Court  and  Jury  was  very  powerful  and  energetic, 
not  only  as  to  its  composition^  but  its  delivery;  and 
Thurtell  frankly  avowed  that  he  had  compiled  it  from 
various  sources,  and  said,  *'  what  did  you  think  of  the 
conclusion ;  was  it  not  very  fine  ?"  and  being  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative,  he  said,  **  that  I  took  prin* 
cipally  from  Phillips's  speeches ;  it  is  in  the  defence 
he  wrote  for  Tumor,  tiie  bank  clerk !"  Thurtell 
heard  some  one  remark  that  the  worst  man  of  the 
three  had  escaped  punishment  altogether,  and  he  di- 
rectiy  said  with  great  emphasis,  **  I  ,would  rather 
suffer  death,  twenty  times  over,  than  be  Probert  and 
five  t"  and  be  particularly  ridiculed  the  idea  of  Pro- 
bert's  evidence  being  true,  as  to  his  having  stated 
Ifaat  Weare  had  nearly  got  the  better  of  him ;  for, 
said  he,  *'  Weare  was  a  very  little  man ;  and  to  thiidc 
it  possible  that  such  a  person  could  get  the  better  of 
me,  is  all  nonsense/ 

A  friend  of  ThurtelFs  observed — '*  At  all  events* 
you  cannot  be  accused  of  betraying  your  companions?'* 
**  No,"  replied  the  prisoner,  with  marked  expression^ 
^  before  any  one  could  have  got  the  secret  from  me, 
he  must  have  torn  my  heart  from  my  breast'*  Hi^ 
friend,  thinking  perhaps  Mb  observation  rather  too 
strongly  implied  an  admission  of  his  guilt,  and  appa- 
rently wishing  him  to  alter  its  import  in  that  respect, 
said,  **  You  mean  if  you  had  been  concerned." 
Thurtell  answered — **  Yes,  of  course." 

He  inveighed  with  much  bitterness  against  one  of 
the  witnesses,  to  whose  testimony  alone,  he  said,  he 
should  attribute  his  conviction,  if  the  Jury  found  him 
guilty ;  and  he  with  great  ingenuity,  pointed  out  the 
improbability  of  his  evidence  being  true,  from  the  re- 
lative situations  which  the  witness  described  himself 
and  him  (Thurtell)  to  be  in,  when  he  undertook  to 
speak  to  the  fact  deposed  to. 
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A  fentlemoa  complimeirted  him  oti  the  firmness 
and  talenfc  be  had  displajped,  and  said»  whatever  was 
(be  result,  no  ooe  could  dispel  his  title  to  thsee 
qualities.  Thiirtell  relied,  "  I  think  I  have  taken  a 
little  of  the  sting  out  of  the  poisoned  shafts  levied 
against  me,  and  I  know  that  the  lads  <)if  Ae  viHago 
will  be  pleased  with  my  coaduct" 

'  About  ten  minutes  before  four,  the  Jury  returned' 
into  Court/  and  were  called  over  by  their  nam^s,  i&> 
which  ibey  all  answered. 

When  the  Jury  came  into  Courts  Hunt  was  mueh 
agitated:  Tburtell  drew  himself  up  into  an  ereot 
posture^  placed  liis  hands.  loosely  in  each  oth^r^  aivl 
seemed  to  look  very  intently  at  etfch  Juryman  ai  he 
entered^  and  he  beard  the  verdict  without,  betray^ig 
the  slightest  emotion ;  tiia  Foranaa,  howeyer,  waa 
so  overcome,  &kdt  be  couMl  scarcely  aJticuloitc!  the 
word  "  GuiltyV'  and  w^s  seme  seconder  before  be  re- 
covered himself  sufficiently  to  deliver  a  sifiiilar  ver- 
dict as  to  Hunt... 

The  Clerk  ^f  the  Arriugns  asked  ia  the  usual 
form,  wheth^  John  Tburtell  was  Guilty  or  Nofr 
Guilty  of  the  Murder  of  which  be  stood  anAigned? 

Foreman  of  the  Jmry,  uot  a  low  ione»  i3rUILTY. 

Clerk.  How  say  you/ is  3w&pk  tttat  Gtalty  or 
Not  Guilty  1 

Foreman.    GUILT Y^  as  an  Accessory. 

Clerk.  Then  you  say  they  we  both  Guilty  as' 
they  are  indicted  ? 

Foreman.    Yes. 

The  utmost  silence  prevailed  throughout  tibe 
Court,  and  every  eye  was  turned  towards  ttie  pri- 
aooers,  upon  whom  the  v^dict  made  no  visible  iitt- 
pression. 
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MOTION  IN  ARREST  OF  JUDGMENT. 

Mr.  Andrews  naw  rose  and  moved  in  arrest  of 
judgment^  on  groundB  which  would  be  stated  by  his 
learned  friend,  Mr.  Chitty. 

Mr.  Currrr  then  addressed  the  Court;  but  the 
commencement  of  his  speedi  was  made  in  so  low  a 
« tone  as  to  be  altogether  inaudible  where  we  sat.  As 
he  proceeded,  we  understood  him  to  say,  that  the 
objection  he  was  about  to  urge  was,  he  believed^ 
entitled  to  great  weight.  If  he  did  not  think  so,  he 
declared  to  God  that  he  would  not  propose  it  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Court.  His  objection  was,  that 
the  trial  of  the  prisoners  had  been  held  on  the  6th  of 
January,  the  feast  of  the  Epiphany,  and  was  there- 
fere,  as  he  was  prepared  to  show,  altogether  illegal. 
His  argument  was  founded  upon  a  statute  of  5tb  and 
6th  of  Edward  VI.»  which  he  then  read.  The  pre- 
amble set  forth,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  Christians,  at 
certain  seasons  of  the  year,  to  cease  from  all  labour, 
and  to  apply  themselves  to  holy  works.  It  was 
therefore  enacted,  that  on  all  Sundays,  and  on  the 
feast-days  thereafter  mentioned,  all  public  and  other 
bunness  should  be  suspended.  Among  these  days 
was  mentioned  the  feast  of  the  Epiphany ;  and  by  the 
same  ^et  a  punishment  wa»  prorided  fbf  the  offenders. 
This  act  was  repealed  in  the  following  tdgn  of  Queen 
Mary,  and  was  re-enacted  m  the  risign  of  her  succes- 
sor, Queen  Elizabeth.  The  learned  counsel  then 
quoted  a  passage  from  Dr.  Bum's  Ecclesiastical  Law, 
in  which  it  was  stated,  that  offenders  against  this 
•statute  might  be  punished  by  fine  and  imprisonment. 
Among  the  holy  days  mentioned  in  this  act,  that  of 
liie  ^'  Epiphany'*  was,  of  all  others,  entitled  to  pecu- 
liar respect  It  was  the  day  on  which  the  birth  of 
liie  Saviour  was  made  manifest,  and  therefore,  among 
ChriMians,  possessed  the  most  holy  character.  In  a 
late  ease  in  the  ComsKm  Pleas,  (Martin  v.  GooUl, 
Ttk  Tauntott^  p^  916),  where  a  motiim  bad  been 
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made  against  the  sealer  of  the  writs,  for  iiot  sealing 
9L  capias  ad  respondendum  on  the  day  of  the  Epiphany^ 
Sir  Vicary  Gibbs  said,  Aat  these  days  should  be 
kept  sacred,  and  that  no  business  should  be  done  on 
them.  The  learned  counsel  went  on  to  argue,  that 
as  it  was  the  duty  of  every  person,  to  attend  divine 
service,  and  to  assist  in  die  holy  offices  of  religion  on 
this  (lay,  all  business  that  might  be  transacted  on  it 
would  be  in  violation  of  the  statute  he  had  quoted. 
4md  therefore  unlawful.  There  were  decisions  in  the 
books,  that  if  a  Court  were  held  by  custom  on  Mon- 
day, or  any  other  day  on  which  Christmas-day  should 
happen  to  fall,  it  must  be  postponed,  or  all  the  {uro- 
ceedings  woud  be  coram  7vonjudke. 

Mr.  Justice  Park. — How  is  it  in  the  case  of  a 
charter,  Mr.  Chitty?  In  the  city  of  London,  for 
example,  they  are  obliged  ^by  their  charter  to  do  cer* 
tain  things  on  the  8th  of  November,  and  although 
this  shodd  fall  on  a  Sunday,  they  go  through  the 
ceremony,  nevertheless. 

Mr.  Chittt  replied,  that  it  was  not  his  duty  there 
to  argue  upon  the  expediency  of  the  statute,  but  he 
^submitted  that  the  Court  must  be  governed  by  the 
rule  of  law,  and  however  inconvenient  the  delay 
might  be,  that  rule  was  so  strong  that  it  must  be 
obeyed.  His  Lordship  would  recollect  the  anecdote 
of  Lord  Kenyon,  who  said  to  Mr.  Sergeant  Hill  on 
the  day  before  Good  Friday, ''  I  shall  sit  to-morrow,*^ 
to  which  the  learned  sergeant  replied,  ''  Then,  my 
Lord,  you  will  be  the  firat  judge  that  ever  did  so 
6ince  Pontius  Pilate.** 

Mr.  Justice  Park. — *'  But  he  w^  not  the  last.*'  I 
think  as  highly,  I  trust,  of  the  religion  of  my  country 
as  any  man^  and  I  see  no  objection  to  sitting  on  a 
Good  Friday.  I  remember,  that  an  excellent  and 
learned  judge,  uqw  no  more,  to  whom  when  I  w«us  a 
young  man  I  express^  some  surpi'ise  that  he  should 
sit  on  a  Good  FFi4|gf ,  told  ,me,  jUiat  by  holding  tiie 
Court  aftQt  he  oame.from  churd^k  gn^Good  Friday,  he 
kept  many  p^sons  from  ale-boiises ;. , asMlldr  my  own 
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part,  I  shall,  as  long  as  it  pleases  God  to  spare  me, 
continae  to  sit  on  a  Good  Friday.  The  statute  which 
has  been  referred  to  passed  at  a  very  early  period  of 
the  reformed  religion,  and  its  object  was  to  relieve 
the  people  from  the  burden  of  the  numerous  holydays 
of  the  Romish  church* 

Mr.  Chitty  said,  he  did  not  know  how  the  judges 
who  sat  in  courts  on  those  days  which  were  to  be 
kept  holy  could  turn  their  minds  to  religious  concerns, 
or  could,  in  reality,  regard  the  day  at  all.  Here  was 
a  direct  act  of  jiarliament  which  should  be  repealed, 
not  by  usage,  or  by  violation,  but  by  positive  enact- 
ment, and  which,  till  so  repealed,  must  be  recognised 
as  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  land.  The  doctrine  of 
the  obsolete  in  law  could  not  be  endured.  It  was  his 
solemn  opinion  before  God  [Mr.  Justice  Park — •*  Oh! 
oh !'']  that  the  ground  for  an  arrest  of  judgment  was 
valid,  and  he  therefore  moved  it.  The  statute,  at  all 
events,  entitled  him  to  claim  the  opinion  of  the  twelve 
judges  on  the  point  he  had  raised. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.-t-I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is 
Dfo  validity  ^hate^er  in  the  ground  laid  for  this  mo- 
tion, and  I  must  hope,  that  in  future  counsel  will  not 
appeal  to  the  Deity  for  the  sincerity  of  their  opinions, 
because  such  an  appeal  gives  a  sort  of  sanction  ap- 
proaching to  the  nature  of  an  oath  to  their  assertions, 
virhich  they  are  not  called  upon  to  give.  A  counsel  is 
not  oidy  not  blamed,  but  honoured  for  advancing  an 
opinion  with  ingenuity  which  his  deliberate  and  im- 
partial judgment  might  not  confirm,  but  he  is  not 
called  on  to  sanction  it  by  appeals  to  the  Deity.  If 
I  had  the  least  possible  doubt  in  this  case,  I  9hould 
give  the  prisoners  tlie  benefit  of  it,  but  the  uniform 
practice  of  courts  under  the  statute  left  no  doubt  on 
the  head,  and  it  was  for  the  learned  gentleman  or  bis 
advisers  to  indict  them  if  they  pleased ;  (though  ho 
much  doubted  the  doctrine  of  Dr.  Bum)  that  even 
against  real  breakers  of  this  statute  indictment  would 
lie — seeing  that  the  censure  in  the  Spiritual  Court 
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\7as  specially  provided.  Surely  all  who  turned  to  the 
history  of  their  country,  must  know  the  nature  and 
eause  of  the  statute  quoted.  Edward  VI.  was  the 
first  Protestant  monarch  properly  so  called ;  for  though 
Henry  VIII.  made  some  reforms,  and  abjured  some 
of  the  errors  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  his  conduct 
was  so  uncertain,  and  he  vacillated  in  that  sort  of 
way,  that  he  seemed  Protestant  one  day,  and  Papist 
the  next.  I  honour  every  man,  who,  in  hisr  leisure, 
regards  with  reverence  the  days  that  are  set  aside  as 

.  holy  by  this  statute,  but  I  cannot  think  that  the  pure 
and  holy  administration  of  justice  will  affect  ihe 
purity  or  holiness  of  any  of  these  days.  It  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  statute  to  establish,  but  to  limit, 
the  number  of  holidays,  which  were  too  numerous 

'  and  too  superstitiously  observed  in  Popish  times.  I 
much  wonder,  however,  that  in  that  statute  the  hst 
of  Good  Friday  is  not  mentioned.  Perhaps  that  day 
in  particular  had  been  too  superstitiously  observed. 
The  practice  for  near  300  years,  under  that  statute, 
had  shewti  the  sense  of  tiie  legislature.  True  it  is, 
that  during  Term  time  there  are  certain  days  set  aside 
when  the  peace  of  Holy  Mother  Church,  accordipg 

.  to  ancient  language,  is  to  be  kept,  but  it  has  never 
been  thought,  that  any  day  is  less  sacred  for  the 

.  sacred  administration  of  justice.  And  after  this  un- 
interrupted practice,  that  I  ^ould  be  called  upon  in 
the  ninrte^nth  century  to  say  that  all  the  business 
transacted  on  such  days  in  courts  of  justice  has  been 
coram  nonjudiee.  Why,  my  Lord  Chief  Justice  is 
at  this  very  time  trying  causes,  on  which  thousands 
depend,  in  Guildhall !  What  becomes  too  of  the  CHd 
Bailey?  The  motion  is  made  on  grounds  so  large, 
80  esit^isive,  so  novel,  so  dangerous,  and  so  unsubstas* 
tial,  that  I  should  think  myself  utterly  disgraced  if  I 
paid  any  attention  to  it. 
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SENTENCE  OF  DEATH. 

4 

The  officei:  of  the  Court  then  siodr^-YoUt  Jaba  Thar- 
tdli  have  been  indicted,  that  you  did  feloniously^  and 
wift  inalb9e  aforetHougbt^ -murder  William  Weare; 
1^  you,  Jo8(^  Hunt,  have  been  indicted  as  haVing 
couBBelled,  aided,  hked,  and  abetted  the  aaid  John 
Thurteil,  to  commit  the  eaid  murder;  and  you  hiKve 
pte£tfled  not  guilty  to  this  indictawiU  yauhave  thrown 
yjaorselves  on  your  country,  whose  verdict  you  have 
h^ard*  Wbathave  you,  or  either  of  .you,  to  say  why 
sentence  of  death  should  not  pas»  o&  you  ? 

Thurteil. — ^My  IfOrd»  before  you  pass  sentence,  I 
priiy  you  tci  take  into  your  serious  consideration  what 
I  say,  I  now,,  for  the  bat  time,  assert  that  i  tmx  ania»* 
oent,  I .  eptrjeat  a  short  delay  in  the  exMutioa  of  the. 
sentence  you  may  pass,  as  I  have  friends  now  at  a  dis*^ 
ta/M^e,  with  whom  itiaHeees^avy  tbatlshould  transact 
some  buunesa«  It  ia  fee  tbe'sajce.  of  some  fiieaadst 
that  are  4lear  to  me,  that  I  aak  thja  indalgeme^  net 
for  joaysetf^  for  i  am  this  moment  reoKif ;.  my  feqheat, 
IhopoyourOU^iUBkihip  TtUl  take  into  Qonsideratinn ; 
and  beyond  Sunday  aeiit  i$^  ail  I  aak. 

Duringithis  short  address^  the  prisoner  spoke  in  a 
subdued  ttotlgh  fiim  tone  of  voloe*  and  waa  evidently 
labo)iriog  under  oonriderahle  anauety^  '  ^Whenever, 
any.  aUusiop  waa  made  to  his  family,  Iw  seemed  to  be 
much  affected. 

The  prisoner  Hunt  declined  to  address  the  Court  . 

Mr.  Justice  Park  having  put  on  the  black  coif,  ad- 
dressed the  prisoners  as  foUows  :^^ 

John  Thurteil,  and  you,  Joseph  Hunt,  after  a  very 
full,  a  very  fair,  and,  I  trust,  a  most  impartial  trial,  a 
Jury  of  your  country  have  with,  I  think,  the  mMt  per* 
feet  propriety,  found  you  guilty.  You,  Jol^rthur- 
tell,  as  the  principal  in  the  commission  of  a  fou!  mur- 
der, and  you,  Joseph  Hunt,  as  an  accessory  before  the 
faot  of  the  same  crime.  It  cannot  but  give  great 
conpfamction  to  every  feeling  mind  that  a  person  who^ 
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from  his  conduct  this  day»  has  shown  that  he  was  bora 
with  capacity  for  better  things — ^who,  according  to  his 
statement,  received  in  his  childhood  religious  impres> 
sions  from  a  kind  and  careful  mother — who  in  his 
youth  served  his  country  without  reproach — should, 
notwithstanding,  have  been  guilty  of  so  foul  and  de- 
testable a  crime.  For,  notwidistanding  your  repeated 
lEmd  confident  asseverations  of  your  innocence,  I  must 
declare,  that  such  has  been  the  force  of  the  evidence 
against  you,  that  I  am,  in  my  mind,  as  confident  of 
your  guilt  as  if  my  mortal  eyes  had  seen  the  commis- 
sion of  the  crime.  And  I  trust  that  you  wilt  not  lay 
that  flattering  unction  to  your  soul,  tiiat  the  declara- 
tions of  your  innoeence  will  avail  you  here»  still  less 
before  the  all-seeing  eye,  who  searches  all  hearts,  and 
not  add  to  your  misfortunes  and  your  guilt  by  rushing 
into  his  presence  with  a  lie  in  your  mouth  and  perjury 
in  your  right  band. 

You  best  know,  or  he  best  knows,  what  your  con^ 
science  says  to  those  declarations  of  innocence ;  but 
on  the  evidence  on  which  we  must  act,  it  does  most 
clearly  appear  that  you  have  been  guilty  of  one  of  the 
most  foul,  most  bloody,  and  deliberate  murders  that 
has  ever  been  perpetrated  or  punished.  That  yoa 
dioiild  go  on  with  your  victim  into  those  haants  of 
gamblers  which  afford  the  incentives  and  the  encou* 
ragement  to  the  basest  and  the  most  furious  passions 
•^that .  you  should  .  propose  to  introduce  him  to  the 
house  of  yoiu*  friend — that  you  should  lead  him  to 
make  preparation  for  enjoyment  and  for  social  inter 
course  with  you,  and  that  in  the  moment  of  darkness, 
before  he  reached  that  house,  you  should  betray  and 
murder  him,  does  seem  the  height  of  cruelty  and 

crime. 

If  he  was  the  person  in  point  of  human  conduct 
which  he  is  described  to  be,  consider  how  much  your 
guilt  is  aggravated  in  sending  him  to  account  before 
his  ]\Iaker  without  one  short  moment  of  preparation, 
without  even  tlie  space  once  to  take  the  name  of  God 
religiously  into  his  mouth.     I  say  not  this  to  aggrn* 


vate  yter  saffeTiiig»--^I  4Ety  it  oidy  to  atrakra  youf 
mind  to  the  seme  of  yo^  awfai  conititiOD>  and  to 
lead  you  to  tiie  oaly  r^ige  fliat  is  now  left  for  yoo. 
Short  as  is  your  time  of  p^eparatioti  for  your  great 
ehange^  I  trust  you  will  lose  not  a  moment  in  apply-- 
ing  to  the  Throne  of  Ghrace.  Short  as  it  may  be»  too^ 
teeollect  that  it  was  more  than  twenty  times  told  the 
space  given  by  you  to  the  unhappy  man  whose  blood 
yoii  Tiolently  shed.  And  I  trubt,.  too»  that  even  in  the 
past  month,  which  the  postponement  of  your  Mai  ha^ 
afforded  you,  instead  of  having  ixed  your  mind  en^ 
tirdy  oii  the  means  of  defence  agamst  the  last  punish* 
menty  which  you  cannot  escape  here;  you  have  em- 
ployed yourself  in  a  way  which  must  have  been,  and 
which  must  be  more  profitable  to  you,  in  seeking  to 
make  your  peace  with  that  God  wkh  whom  is  mercy 
towards  tiie  worst  of  sinners.  I  understand  thM  the 
clergyman  of  this  gaol  is  a  most  respectable  man ;  I 
understand  from  the  statements  of  one  of  you  that  h^ 
has  beeh  assiduous  in  calling  on  those  feelings  in  your 
bosom  which  he  may  not  yet  have  awakened.  He 
will  diew  you  tilt  way  to  salvation ;  he  will  shew  you 
that  grace  may  .yet  be  given  to  a  contrite  heart. 
Seek^  O !  seek  it  earnestly,  I  beseech  you ;  knock 
earnestly  at  that  gate*  which  is  never  shut  to  a  repent^* 
ant  sinner.  PoUr  yourselves  out  at  the  feet  of  your 
Redeemer  in  humbleness  and  truth,  and  to  his  grace 
and  mercy  I  commit  you;  and,  while  you  are  seeking 
for  it,  you  shall  have  my  devout  and  constant  prayers 
that  your  supplications  may  be  heard. 

The  Judge  was  here  much  affected ;  the  prisoner 
Hunt  sobbed  loudly,  and  placed  bis  handkerchief  be« 
fore  his  face.  ThurteUs  countenance  indicated  no 
emotion ;  he  was  serious  aijid  profoundly  attentive. 

The  sentence  of  law  which  I  have  to  pronounce 
upon  you,  John  Thortell,  according,  to  the  statute,  is 
this — that  you,  John  Thurtell,  be  taken  to  -  the  place 
from  whence  you  came,  and  from  thence  that  y oil  be 
taken  on  Friday,  the  9th  instant,  to  a  place  of.  exeeu^ 
tioo,  and  that  you  be  hanged:  ty  the  neokiUlyou hff 
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dead,  and  that  your  body  .be  taken  down  and  giren 
to  the  surgeons  for  dissection.  On  you,  Joseph 
Hunt,  the  sentence  of  the  law  is,  that  you  be  takea 
from  hence  to  the  place  from  whence  you  came,  and 
from  thence  to  a  place  of  execution,  and  that  you  be 
hanged  by  the  neck  till  you  be  dead ;  and  may  God 
of  bis  infinite  mercy  have  compassion  on  both  your 
souls. 

Thurtell  continued  to  display  the  same  firmness  to 
the  end  of  this  sentence :  Hunt  was  extremely  de« 
jected.  When  it  was  finished,  Thurtell  talked  for  a 
few  moments  to  some  persons  in  the  court,  and  then 
both  prisoners  quitted  the  dock  with  th3  gaoler  and 
his  officers: 

The  Judge  soon  after  discharged  tiie  Jury,  thank- 
ing  them  for  their  patient  attention.  *'Yqu  have 
had  much  trouble,"  he  said,  **  but  the  interests  of 
fUstice  required  it. '* 

The  Court  was  then  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Justice 
Park  soon  after  set  off  to  return  to  London.  The 
High  Sheriff  remained  in  the  town  to  superintend  the 
preparations  for  carrymg  the  awful  sentence  of  the 
law  into  effect. 

RETURN  TO  THE  GOAL. 

In  about  i^'  quarter  of  ''an  hour  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  Court,  the  post  carriage  intended  to  convey « 
the  prisoners  back  to  gaol,  was  drawn  up  to  the  iron 
gates.  While  waiting  for  its  arrival  the  prisoners 
were  perfectly  silent.  The  moment  every  thing  was 
ready,  the  prisoners  walked  rsq)id]y  to  the  vehicle, 
and  jumped  in.  It  was  nearly  dark,  so  that  the  im- 
mense multitude  assembled  to  witness  ttieir  depar- 
ture, were  scarcely  able  to  get  a  glimpse  of  their  per- 
sons, added  to  which  the  post-boy  drove  witli  great 
rapidity.     . 

On  their  arrival  at  the  gaol,  they  were  conducted 
into  the  kitchen,  where  their  irons  were  again  put  on. 
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While  there.  Bishop,  the  Bow-street  officer,  and  a 
gentleman,  a  friend  of  Mr.  Wilfton^s,  happened  to  be 
present.  Thurtell  appeared  to  be  struggling  to  main* 
tain  bis  firmness,  and  certainly  succeeded  in  a  great 
degree. 

As  is  customary  on  capital  convictions  for  murder, 
the  persons  of  the  prisoners  were  searched,  in  order 
that  every  tiling  which  might  be  used  as  a  weapon  of 
destruction  might  be  removed.  While  this  cere- 
mony was  going  on,  Thurtell  took  out  his  snuft-box, 
which  was  completely  exhausted,  and  wiping  roand 
the  inside  with  his  finger,  took  the  last  grain  that  waa 
left.  He  then  turned  to  Bishop,  and  said,  ''  Bishop, 
can't  you  give  me  a  pinch  r"  Bishop  said  that  he  was 
sorry  it  was  not  in  bis  power,  as  he  never  carried^  a 
box;  upon  which  Mr.  Wilson's  friend,  addressing 
Thurtell  in  terms  of  politeness,  pulled  out  a  box,  and 
said,  ''  Sir,  I  fortunately  have  some,  and  it  is  at  your 
service."  He  tlien  em^ied  "bis  box  into  that  of 
Thurtell,  who  expressed  his  thanks  in  strong  terms, 
exclaiming,  '^  A  friend  in  need  is  a  friend  indeed,*' 
taking  at  the  same  time  a  hearty  pinch. . 

The  fastening  of  his  irons  being  completed,  be  was 
told  be  was  to  be  placed  in  a  different  cell  to  that 
which  be  bad  previously  occupied.  He  made  no  ob- 
servation, but  shaking  bis  head  in  a  significant  man* 
ner,  prepared  to  submit.  Before  be  went  he  put  out 
bis  hand  to  Bishop,  and  begged  to  shake  bands  with 
him  for  the  last  time ;  Bishop  instantly  grasped  his 
band,  and  they  parted.  He  was  then  removed  to  one 
of  the  condemned  cells,  where  be  was  left,  att^ided 
by  two  persons,  who  are  to  remain  with  him,  till  taken 
forth  for  execution.  Some  suspicions  were  entertained 
that  he  might  atte«npt  to  destroy  bis  own  life,  but  to 
prevent  this  every  precaution  was  taken. 
.  Hunt  scarcely  uttered  a  word;  he  submitted  to  be 
searched  in  silence,  and  heaved  s^eral  heavy  si^s-^ 
Jle  was  so  mueh  depressed,  in  fact,  that  he  appeared, 
incapable  of  entering  into  cmversation.  He,  Ii|ce 
Thurtell,  was  retnovid  into  a  eendemnid  cett,'«nii 
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Wis  attended  by  two  persons  hi  the  same  maimer. 
He  was  infonned  that  Mr.  Harmer,  his  solicitor,  had 
set  oflf  to  town,  in  order  that  he  might  draw  up  a  me* 
morial  to  the  Crown  in  his  favour  as  quickly  as  pos^ 
sible. 

•  « 

INTERVAL  BETWEEN  THE  CONDEMNA* 
TION  AND  EXECUTION. 

The  room  in  which  Mr.  Wilson  placed  Tburtell 
Tittle  corresponded  with  the  idea  generally  formed 
of  a  condemned  cell.  It  was  large,  spacious,  and 
airy»  lighted  by  a  lamp  and  candle,  and  warmed  by 
a  comfortable  fire. 

Three  or  four  persons  were  ordered  to  attend 
him  constantly.  He  was  provided  with  some  tea 
and  bfead  and  butter.  His  books  were  a  Bible, 
Prayer-Book>  and  one  or  two  other  volomes,  con- 
taining religious  consolation. 

As  soon  as  the  arrangements  for  his  final  confine- 
ment were  made,  the  Chaplain  of  the  gaol  waited 
upon  him.  '  Thurtell,  struck  by  the  presence  of  the 
gentleman,  whose  appearance  (as  he  uniformly  ex* 
presed  it)  consoled  hnn,  burst  into  tears,  and  for  ihd 
first  time  since  his  imprisonment,  manifested  the 
warmest  sod  most  agitated  sense  of  his  deploraUe 
condition.  The  Chq>lain  expressed  tiie  gratificatioif 
he  felt  at  finding  this  happy  change  in  'Hiurtell's  de- 
meanour, and'  impressed  in  the  strongest  manner  the 
necessity  of  hi^  availing  himself  of  the  few  hours 
whidi  remained  to  him,  to  ofier  up  his  contrition 
and  prayer  for  mercy  where  alone  he  could  now  ex* 
^t  it.  Urartell  instantly,  with  his  eyes  suffused  in 
teats,  declared  th^  his  contrition  was  sincere,  that 
he  forgave  the  world,  and  implored  the  mercifid  forg- 
iveness of  God.  His  manner  was  fervid  and  im- 
passioned, but  at  the  tame  time  free  from  any 
whining  aftetatioti  of  mere  penitence,  or  trenmlOQa 
spprehmsion  at  the  near  prospect  of  the  new  sceo^ 
inlD  wUch  1m  wat  abost  to  pasv«    His  dedafatlon  •f 
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contrition  was  at  once  manly  and  resigned ;  and  his 
manner  so  unaffeoted  and  solemn,  that  it  was  calcu- 
lated to  inspire  very  great  interest  in  his  fate>  not- 
withstanding the  dreadful  circumstances^  of  his  now 
established  and  admitted  crime.  He  said  that  death 
to  him,  after  the  misery  of  his  fot^  mode  of  life,  was 
a  relief,  and  ttiat  he  could  go  forth  with  the  firmness 
of  a  christian  to  his  fate  ;  but  he  added,  that  domes- 
tic recollections — ^the  anguish  of  the  surviving  mem- 
bers of  his  family,  and  particularly  of  a  mother  and 
sister,  whose  instructions  and  society  would,  if  ad- 
hered to,  have  made  that  life  respectable  which  would 
only  now  be  remembered  with  shame — these  were,  he 
said,  the  reflections  which  overwhelmed  him  wifli  grief 
and  sorrow.  He  was  now  ready  to  resign  himsetf 
to  any  preparation  for  his  fate,  and  ihore  particularly 
With  a  gentleman  who  had  never  approached  him,  as 
others  had  done  by  letters,  to  tamper  with  his  feel- 
ings, but  to  compose  and  assuage  his  affliction. 

The  attendants  were  struck  with  the  altered  man- 
ner of  the  prisoner,  and  more  affected,  almost,  than  he 
was  himself.  He  became  calmer  afler  his  interview  witli 
the  Chaplain,  and  his  firmness  subsided  into  a  decent 
resignation;  he  repeated  his  readiness  to  meet. his 
fate  as  sooa  as  possible,  hoped  for  the  forgiveness 
of  his  family,  and  the  oblivion  of  his  bfiences. 

After  his  interview  with  the  Chaplain,  handcufl^ 
were  produced  and  placed  noon  his  wrists.  This 
seemed  to  affect  him  a  good  deal,  but  he  made  no^ 
remonstrance.  When  he  was  told  they  were  to  sit 
up  with  him  all  night,  l^e  made  no  reply,  but  tlirew 
himself  on  the  bed  in  his  clothes.  One  of  the  men 
covered  him  with  fte  rug,  and  he  soon  atler  dropped 
Into  a  sound  sleep.  His  mind  and  body  seemed  to 
have  been  entirely  exhausted ,  from  the  fatigues  and 
excitements  of  the  day. 

He  waked  once  or  twice  dtiriog  the  night,  and  at 
<me  thne  exclaimed  to  one  of  the  men — "  Wiflianit 
are  you  ftere  ?**     On  receiving  an  answ^  in  the 
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affirmative,  he  said,    ''  tbat'g  rigbt,"   and  turning 
round,  again  slept  roost  profoundly. 

At  seven  o  clock,  he  desired  the  men  to  assist  him 
to  rise,  and  on  being  got  out  of  bed,  he  sat  upon  a 
stool  near  the  fire,  which  had  been  kept  in  all  nij^t 
There  were  a  Bible,  a  Prayer-Book,..  and  a  volume 
of  religious  tracts  on  the  table,  tiie  latter  of  which 
he  took  up  and  read  for  a  short  time  with  perfect 
calmness ;  he  then  laid  it  down  open,  and  mused  for 
a  few  seconds. 

At  half-past  seven  Mr.  Wilson  entered  his  room, 
and  finding  him  up,  asked  him  "  how  he  felt  ?  Thur* 
tell  replied,  rather  cheerfully,  "  Very  well,  Mr.  Wil- 
son— ^never  better  in  health.*'  He  evidently  derived 
pleasure  from  the  presence  of  Mr.  Wilson,  and  asked 
him  what  o'clock  it  was.  Mr.  Wilson  told  him» 
*'  half-past  seven.*'  On  which  he  said,  *^  By  this  time 
to-morrow,  Mr.  Wilson,  it  will  be  all  right,"'  but 
suddenly  correcting  himself — '*  I  mean  (said  he)  ^t 
will  be  all  over" 

He  then  made  some  common  observations  as  to 
his  room,  and  his  good  night's  rest ;  after  which  he 
had  his  breakfast  of  bread  and  butter  and  coffin. 
He  ate  heartily,  and  was  firm  and  collected. 

After  breakfast  Mr.  Wilson  informed  him  tbey 
were  all  going  to  Chapel,  and  that  he  was  to  be  pr^ 
sent.  Thurteil  said,  "  Very  well ;  I  am  ready.'*  On 
again  alluding  to  the  time  of  execution,  Mr.  Wilson 
ii^ormed  him  it  would  not  be  so  soon  as  he  antiisi- 
pated,  on  which  he  expressed  his  regret,  and  said, 
*'  the  sooner  tht  better,  for  I  have  taken  my  leave  of 
this  world :  as  my  doom  is  fixed,  tiie  sooner  I  suffer 
the  better."  Mr.  Wilson,  and  every  member  of  hit 
family  betrayed  a  strong  feeling  of  regret  for  the 
man,  for,  although  a  murderer,  there  was  a  manliness 
and  a  correctness  in  his  general  conduct  which  won 
their  respect.  The  candid  and  warm  manner  in 
which  he  acknowledged  Mr.  Wilson  s  humane  and 
benevolent  attentions  to  him,  also,  could  not  btt%have 
produced  a  strong  effect  on  that  gentleman's  mind. 


TBB  OAMBLBR.  808 

THE  CHAPEL. 

At  half-past  eight  o'clock,  Mr.  Wilson  ordered  all 
the  prisoners  in  the  gaol  to  he  conducted  to  the  Chapel, 
in  order  that  tl)ey  might  be  present  during  the  service 
that  was  about  to  be  performed.  They  were  con- 
ducted accordingly  to  the  place  appointed,  and  seemed 
to  be  awfiilly  impressed  with  the  scene  which  was 
about  to  be  presented  to  them. 

Soon  after  nine,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Franklin,  the  Chap- 
lain,  arrived.  He  brought  with  him  a  volume  of 
Paley's  Works,  for  the  use  of  Thurtell,  which  con- 
tained some  prayers  considered  by  the  Rev.  Divine 
as  particularly  applicable  to  his  situation. 

All  being  in  readiness,  the  prisoners  proceeded  at 
a  slow  pace,  attended  by  Mr.  Wilson  and  his  son,  to 
the  Chapel.  Thurtell  walked  with  a  firm  step,  and 
looked  perfectly  composed.  Hunt  looked  the  picture 
of  despair ;  his  mind  seemed  to  be  completely  pros- 
trate. On  entering  the  Chapel,  they  were  conducted 
to  a  seat  appointed  for  (heir  reception,  and  which 
was  in  full  view  of  all  the  other  prisoners.  No  other 
persons  were  allowed  to  be  present,  strict  orders 
having  been  given  by  the  High-Sheriff  that  no  one 
whatever  should  be  admitted  to  the  Gaol,  either  on 
this  or  any  future  occasion,  previous  to  the  execution, 
without  his  permission.  This  proceeding  originated 
in  the  most  humane  motives,  and  from  a  desire,  at  so 
ilwful  a  moment,  tliat  nothing  should  occur  to  dis- 
tract the  attention  of  the  prisoners,  or  to  remove 
their  minds  from  that  devotion  from  which  they  can 
alone  derive  consolation  in  this  world. 

The  Chaplain  commenced  the  service  with  the 
following  prayer,  which  he  delivered  in  the  most  im- 
pressive manner : — 

THE  PRAYER,    g 

"Oh!   thou  great  and  glorious  Lord  God !     Thoii 
high  and  holy  one,  who  inhabitest  eternity,  and  de- 
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spisest  not  the  meanest  of  thy  works,  we  humbly  be- 
seech thee  to  look  down  in  compassion  upon  us,  thy 
poor  vile  and  sinful  creatures,  who  now  present  our 
prayers  and  supplications  uixto  thee.  GUkve  mercy 
upon  us — O  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us !  According 
to  the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies^  blot  out  aU 
our  transgressions,  and  remember  our  sins  and  ini- 
quities no  more.  And  do  thou,  in  pity  to  our  infir- 
mities, dispose  our  hearts,  and  strengthen  our  reso- 
lutions, to  serve  and  fear  thee,  the  only  God,  all  the 
days  of  our  lives. 

''  Grant  us  the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  we 
may  every  day  become  better,  and  wiser  unto  sal* 
vation ;  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  reform  and  amend 
all  that  is  amiss  in  the  frame  and  temper  of  our  minds, 
and  in  the  course  and  action  of  our  lives ;  that  we 
may  mortify  our  lusts,  govern  our  passions,  and  direct 
our  whole  conversation  aright.  Assist  us  mercifully, 
O  God,  to  do  all  that  is  good ;  to  avoid  all  that  ia 
evil ;  and  finally,  to  be  partakers  of  thy  heavenly 
kingdom.  > 

'  **  We  humbly  beseech  thee,  O  Loi'd,  to  bless- and 
preserve  us,  thine  unworthy  servants,  who  are  at  this, 
time  assembled  in  thy  name,  to  be  present  in  the  midst 
of  us,  and  to  assist  us  in  the  holy  service  of  devotioa 
in  which  we  are  engaj^ed;  and  grant,  that  those 
truths  which  shall  be  delivered,  out  of  thy  revealed 
word,  may  have  their  due  eifect,  and  lasting  influence 
upon  the  hearts  and  consciences,  upon  the  lives  and 
conduct  of  us  alL 

*'  These  prayers,  O  heavenly  Father,  we  humbly 
offer  up  unto  the  throne  of  mercy,  iu  the  name  and 
through  the  merits  and  mediation  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  in  whose  most  comprehensive 
form  of  words  we  sum  up  all  our  petitions/* 


The  prayer  being  concluded,  after  a  short  and 

solemn  pause,  the  Rev.  Gentleman  remarked,  that 

« this  season  of  advent  was  appointed  by  the  church, 

not  only  the  advent,  or  coming,  or  appearance  of 
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Jesus  Christ  in  hupian  shape  on  eactti^  but  also  to  put 
tis  annually  in  mind  of  his  second  coming,  that  wer 
may  |M*epare  our  hearts  and  minds,  our  thoughts  mii 
actions,  to  meet  him  at  his  second  coming  to  judge 
tlie  world  in  righteousness.  No  subject  could  be 
mone  appropriate  to  this  solemn  and  affecliog  aeasoii 
q{  the  year,  than  the  general  judgment  by  Jesut 
Christ. 

He  tben»  in  a  manner  the  most  imfHressive  perhflpR 
#ver  witnessed  on  any  occasion,  proceeded  to  tte 
delivery  of 

THE  CONDEMNED  SERMON. 

**  IVe  must  all  appear  before  the  judgment^eat  of 
Christj  that  every  one  may  receive  the  things  done  in  hi^ 
bodyy  according  to  that  he  hath  done,  whether  it  be  good 
or  badr    2  Cor.  v.  10. 

The  Rev.  Chaplain  said,  that  in  the  beginning  of  th^ 
chapter,  St.  Paul  expressed  an  earnest  desire  to  quit 
this  earthly  tabernacle  for  a  house  not  made  with 
handS)  and  to  be  present  with  the  Lord ;  but  that, 
however  the  Almighty  should  dispose  of  him»  h^ 
should  make  it  his  constant  labour  and  study  so  to 
conduct  himself^  that  both  in  this  world  and  at  his 
presentation  into  the  next,  he  might  hope  to  be  ap- 
proved and  accepted  by  his  God,  and  that  to  this  end 
his  actions  were  daily  governed  and  directed.  He 
then  enforced  upon  the  prisoners  the  simple  and  exr 
pressive  rule  of  St.  Paul,  and  emphatically  pointed 
out  the  force  and  value  of  attention  to  it.  He  im- 
plored the  prisoners  to  consider  the  certainty  of  a 
future  judgment.  Not  to  dwell  on  the  persuasioa 
and  belief  of  all  heathens  and  pagans  in  every  age 
and  country,  in  this  respect,  on  the  dictates  of  everj 
m^n's  natural  conscience,  his  self-approbation  of  secr^ 
virtue,  his.  self-condemnation  of  secret  vice,  the  hopes 
and  the  fears  that  agitate  every  mao's  breast  on  ao- 
count  of  his  ipost  private  actions,  ^d  the  inmost 
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thougbts  of  his  heart,  were  all,  he  said,  so  many 
proofs  of  his  belief  in  a  future  judgment. 

In  the  second  place,  he  said,  that  neither  was  it 
necessary  to  take  an  extensive  view  of  the  unequal 
distribution  of  happiness  and  misery  in  this  life ; 
how  virtuous  and  holy  men  were  often  aflSicted  in 
'  this  world,  and  that,  too,  even  for  righteousness'  sake, 
and  that  profligate,  daring,  and  impious  men,  often 
flourish  and  prosper — they  came  not  into  trouble, 
neither  were  they,  plagued  like  other  men  ;  hence  Che 
justice  of  God  seemed  to  require  tliat  at  the  final  con- 
summation of  all  things,  this  seeming  injustice  should 
be  rectified,  and  that  God  would  one  day  fully  vin- 
dicate the  righteousness  of  his  government,  acquit 
the  honour  of  his  justice,  and  that  there  would  be 
held  a  general  assize  of  all  men  that  ever  breatlied 
on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  when.they  would  all 
have  a  fair  and  open  trial,  and  God  would  render  to 
each  according  to  his  works. 

The  Chaplain  then  enforced  the  truth  of  tlie  divine 
judgment,  and  after  making  a  powerful  impression 
upon  his  auditory  by  the  eloquence  of  his  argument, 
he  exclaimed — **  Hear  the  words  of  your  Redeemer — 
•*  The  day  is  coming  in  which  all  who  are  in  their 
graves  shall  hear  the  voice  of  their  Judge,  and  shall 
come  forth ;  they  that  have  done  good,  unto  the  re- 
surrection of  life ;  and  they  that  have  done  evil,  unto 
the  resurrection  of  damnation."  He  remarked  upon, 
the  astonishing  indifference  of  some  persons  to  the 
divine  declaration,  and  the  impossibility  of  their  con- 
ducting themselves  in  the  manner  somef  did,  were  they 
impressed  with  its  truth.  He  was  particularly  solemn 
and  impressive  in  dwelling  upon  the  profligacy  and 
profaneness  of  some  who  were  not  deterred  by  a 
sense  of  religion  from  the  commission  of  sin,  just  as 
if  eternal  justice  were  asleep — ^just  as  if  all  their 
wicked  actions  would  be  buried  with  tiieir  dead 
]l)odies,  and  should  never  rise  again  in  judgment 
Ugainst  their  immortal  souls.     He  contrasted  with 
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«uch  impious  indifference,  tl^e  calmness,  the  conso* 
lation,  and  hope  of  a  true  Christian,  who  built  his 
hope  on  the  fundamental  belief  of  happiness  here- 
after, and  illustrated  the  value  of  such  a  hope  by  the 
practice  of  St.  Paul,  and  the  serenity  and  piety  of 
his  life. 

The  reverend  gentleman  then  said,  that  it  would 
be  easy  to  draw  a  terrific  picture  of  the  great  •  and 
terrible  day  of  judgment,  but  he  preferred  the  argu- 
ments, which  cool  reason  suggested,  to  those  which 
terror  and  amazement  inspired.     He  invoked  the  at- 
tention of  the  prisoners  to  the  plain  and  powerful  ex- 
pression of  the  Holy  Scriptures.     Suppose  then,  said 
he,  that  ^'  you  saw  the  heavens  opened,  and  the  Son 
of  Man  coming  in  great  ])0wer  and  glory,  and  all  his 
holy,  angels  with  him.     Suppose  that  you  heard  the 
mighty  cherubim,  in  burning  rows,  sounding  the  loud 
trumpet  of  archangels,  and  a  mighty  vpice  piercing 
the  heavens  and  the  earth — '*  A^ise,  ye  dead,  and 
come  to  judgment !"  SupposQ  you  sawtiie  tl^rone  set, 
and  the  great  Judge  sitting  upon  the  throne  of  his 
glory,  and  all  nations  gathered  before  him ;  and  all 
the  dead*  both  small  and  great,  standing  before  God ; 
the  books  opened,  and  til)0  dead  judged  out  pf  th& 
things  written  in  l!i6se  books  ;  suppose  yoUhdard  the 
respective  sentences  upon  all  mankind  pronounced  hV^ 
the  mouth  of  Christ  himself—"  Come,  ye  blessed  of 
my  Father,  receive  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world!''  and,  "  Depart 
from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire,  prepared 
for  the  devil  and  his  angels.''    Would  not  this,  con- 
tmued  the  reverend  gentleman,  "  be  an  appalling 
scene,  and  did  not  the  Gospel  positively  declare  thS 
It  should  come  to  pass  .>"    He  asked,  then,  why  was 
not  that  dreadful  fact  operative  upon  humsm  conduct? 
Why,  then,  such  insensibility  to  human  interests- 
why  stifle  the  voice  of  conscience—why  labour  to 
drown  its  cries  by  the  din  and  riot  of  worldly  cares  • 
and  pleasures  ? 

After  dwelling  forcibly  on  this  topic,  the  reverend 
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K^ntleman  exc1aimed»  ^'  Let  this  present  seasoti  of 
Advent  constrain  us  all  to  look  carefully  and  steadily 
to  our  last  great  account ;  and  seeing  now»  with  our 
own  eyes,  the  awful  spectacle  before  us,  where  hitman 
justice  is  about  to  vindicate  the  violation  of  her  laws, 
let  us  lift  up  our  hearts  to  higher  views,  and  raise  our 
thoughts  from  earthly  to  heavenly  subjects.  Let  as 
argue  thus : — If  the  day  of  God's  judgment  be  so 
dreadful  at  a  distance,  that  I  can  hardly  now  bear 
.the  very  thought  of  it,  from  the  recollection  of  my 
sins,  how  insupportable  will  the  thought  itself  be,, 
when  it  eternally  does  come  ! 

Me,  in  conclusion,  contrasted  the  times  of  igno- 
ranee  of  the  heathen  and  the  Christian  world,  and,  as 
St.  Paul  said,  '*  the  ignorance  of  the  former  God 
winked  at,  but  now  all  men  were  commanded  to  re- 
pent, because  he  hath  appointed  a  day  in  which  he 
will  judge  the  world.'*  **  Oh,  then,  at  once,"  said 
the  Chaplain,  with  great  fervour  and  earnestness, 
''repent!  Let  the  wicked  forsake  his  way,  and  the 
unrighteous  man  his  thoughts ;  and  let  him  turn  unto 
the  Lord,  who  will  have  mercy  upon  him,  and  unto 
our  God,  who  will  abundantly  pardon,  through  the 
merits  and  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord  and 
Saviour/* 

Repeatedly,  during  the  delivery  of  the  sermon,  of 
which  we  are  only  able  to  furnish  a  brief  abstract, 
the  Chaplain  was  affected  to  tears.  Thurtell  at  times 
evinced  uncommon  emotion— his  manner^was  ex- 
tremely penitent,  but  his  fortitude  was  still  maintained. 
He  hoped,  he  said,  to  meet  his  impending  fate 
with  the  firmness  'of  a  man,  and  the  resignation  of  a 
Chrisrtian* 

In  the  course  of  the  service,  the  Chaplain  read  the 
Litany,  though  out  of  order,  very  properly  judging 
there  were  parts  in  it  more  applicable  to  the  case  of 
the  prisoners  than  occurred  in  the  rest  of  the  service. 

When  the  following  prayer,  "  That  it  may  please 
thee  to  defend  and  provide  for  fhe  fatherless  children 


mid  widows,  and  all  that  are  desolate  and  oppressed,*' 
was  read.  Hunt  seemed  dri^adfiilly  affected,  and  his 
.head  dropped  upon  the  front  of  the  pew. 

The  desire  to  draw  consolation  from  prayer  and 
the  study  of  religious  books,  which  the  worthy  Chap- 
Iain  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  excite  in  the  mind  of 
Thurtell,  manifested  iiself  in  a  much  higher  degree 
than  could  have  been  expected  from  a  man,  the  latter 
part  of  whose  life  had  been  passed  in  an  utter  dis- 
regard of  all  the  obligations  of  Christianity.  He  re- 
peatedly acknowledged  the  relief  he  had  experienced 
from  the  religious  books  put  into  his  hands,  and  more 
particularly  from  the  following  prayers,  in  Dr. 
Paley's  Tracts,  which  were  ^o  peculiarly  applicable 
•to  his  situation,  and  which  he  read  and  had  repeated 
io  him  over  and  over  again. 

*'  O  most  just  and  holy  Lord  God,  who  bringest  to  light  the 
hidden  things  of  darkness^  and  by  thy  just  and  M^ise  providence 
-dost  bring  to  shame  and  punishment;  disappointing  the  hopes 
of  wieked  men ;  visiting  their  sins  upon  them  in  this  preseot 
life,  that  thou  majst  deter  others  from  the  evil  of  their  ways, 
and  save  their  souls  in  the  day  of  judgment :  O  Lord,  in  mercy 
look  down  upon  this  thy  servant,  who  now  is  before  thee,  to 
confess  thy  justice,  in  making  him  a  sad  example^  to  others* 
He  with  sorrow  and  shame  confesseth,  it  would  be  just  with 
thee,  should  death  eternal  be  the  wa^s  of  his  stds,  and  ever* 
lasting  sorrow  be  the  recompense  of  his  iniquity.  He  has,  we 
confess,  O  Lord,  despised  thy  mercy,  and  abused  thy  goodnes$, 
and  has,  therefore,  no  reason  to  expect  any  other  than  to  be 
made  an  everlasting  sacrifice  to  thy  justice.  When  thou  hast, 
*hr  the  ministry  of  thy  word,  and  Ine  interposition  of  thy  pro- 
vidence, called  him  to  repentance,  he  has  slighted  thine  admo- 
nifbns.  Oh,  bow  just,  therefore,  woidd  it  be  now  in  thee  to 
disregard  his  cry  in  this  day  of  trouble,  when  distress  and  an- 
guish are  come  upon  him.  He  confesses  that  he  hath  hardened 
Bis  heart,  notwithstanding  all  thy  importunities  to  him  to  re- 
pent and  live ;  that  he  has  still  gone  on  from  one  wickedness  to 
another,  eagerly  repeating  the  works  of  darkness,  and  even 
hating  to  be  reformed ;  that  he  has  notoriously  broken  his  bap- 
tismal vows,  and  given  encouragement  to  others  to  blaspheme 
our  holy  faith ;  and  that  on  these  accounts  he  has  nothing  to 
expect  out  thou  shouldest  deal  with  him  according  to  his  sms, 
and  reward  him  according  to  the  multitude  of  his  offences.   But 
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thoa,  O  God,  hast  been  pleased  to  dedare**  that  with  thee  is 
merey  and  plenteous  redemption;  that  thou  deslrest  not  the 
death  of  a  sinner,  bnt  rather  that  he  should  repent  and  live. 
Thou  hast  so  lored  the  world  that  thou  gavest  thy  only  bat- 
ten Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but 
have  everlasting  life.  O  let  not  him  whom  we  are  now  com- 
mending to  thy  mercy,  for  ever  perish  and  be  lost.  Have  com- 
passion upon  a  miserable  sinner,  who  owns  he  deserves  eternally 
to  die,  and  let  him  find  mercy  in  his  distress.  Pardon,  we 
earnestly  entreat  thee,  his  wilful  and  his  heedless  foUies,  his 
errors,  and  his  crying  and  notorious  sins,  particularly  that  for 
which  he  is  now  to  die.  O  Lord,  thou  God  of  mercy,  -who  art 
abundant  in  goodness,  have  pity  on  the  work  of  thine  own 
hands.  Bury- his  sins  in  his  grave,  and  however  they  may  rise 
up  in  this  world  to  disgrace  him,  let  them  never  rise  up  in  the 
next,  to  condemn  him ;  and  whatever  he  suffers  here,  let  him 
hereafter  be  in  the  number  of  those  whose  unrighteousness  is 
forgiven,  and  whose  sin  is  covered.  However  men  m  the  execu- 
tion of  justice,  and  to  deter  others  from  being  guilty  of  the  like 
.wickedness,  may  kill  his  body,  let  neither  his  body  nor  his  soul 
be  destroyed  in  helU  but  be  delivered  from  eternal  condemn- 
ation, for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  died  to  save  sinners.*' 
Amen. 

He  also  repeated  the  following  from  the  same  col- 
lection :  it  is  entitled,  "  A  General  Prayer  for  pre- 
paration  and  readiness  to  die!** 

*'  Lord,  what  is  our  life,  but  a  vapour,  which  appeareth  for  a 
little  time,  and  then  vanisheth  away  ?  Even  at  the  longest, 
how  short  and  transitory !  and  when  we  think  ourselves  most 
secur^,  yet  we  know  not  what  a  day  may  bring  forth ;  nor  how 
coon  thou  mayst  come,  before  we  are  aware,  to  call  us  to  our 
last  account. 

*'  QuicUy  shall  we  be  as  water  spilt  on  the  ground,  which 
cannot  be  gathered  up  again.  Quickly  sbaU  we  be  snatched 
away  from  heqce,  and  our  place,  shall  know  us  no  more. 

'*  Our  bodies  shall  soon  lie  down  in  the  grave*  and  our  souls 
be  summoned  to  appear  before  the  tribunal  of  Christ,  to  receive 
our  everlasting  doom ;  and  yet,  O  Lord,  how  do  the  generality 
of  mankind  live  in  this  world,  as  if  they  were  never  to  leave  it  I 
How  unmindful  are  we  all  of  our  departure^  how  improvident 
of  our  time !  how  careless  of  our  souls,  and  negligent  in  our 
preMrations  for  eternity!  so  that  thou  mightest  justly  cut  us  off 
in  the  midst  of  our  sins,  and  our  unpreparedness  to  appear  be- 
fore thee.  But,  O  God  of  all  comfort  and  mercy,  remember 
not  our  suis  against  thee,  but  remember  thy  own  love  to  us  in 
Jesus  Chnst,  and  thy  tender  mercies  which  have  been  ever  of 
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o!d.    O  remember  how  short  our  time  is,  and  so  *  teach  as  to  - 
number  our  days,  that  we  may  apply  our  hearts  uuto  wisdom.'  *' 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  the  prayer  the  pri- 
soner read  sever&l  times  with  the  utmost  fervour^ 
viz. : — 

^*  Quicken  thy  servant,  O  Lord,  into  a  powerful  and  serious 
consideration  of  these  things,  now  thou  hast  brought  him  into 
more  intimate  acquaintance  with  them.  Instruct  and  assist  him 
in  this  great  work  of  preparation  to  die.  Show  him  how  to  do 
it,  and  help  him  with  good  success  to  perform  it,  that  when  the 
time  of  his  dissolution  draweth  near  he  may  have  nothing  else 
to  do  but  to  resign  himself  willingly  and  cheerfully  into  thy 
hands,  as  into  the  hands  of  a  merciful  Creator,  there  to  remain 
with  thee  for  ever  in  that  blessed  place,  where  sin,  and  sickness, 
and  death  shall  be  no  more."    Amen. 

The  following  was  the  concluding  prayer,  which 
he  repeated  many  times  over :  it  is  entitled,  "  A 
Prayer  of  Preparation  for  Death. "^ 

**  O  Almighty  God,  maker  and  judge  of  all  men,  hare  mercy 
upon  me,  thy  weak  and  sinful  creature ;  and  if  by  thy  most 
wise  and  righteous^ppointment,  the  hour  of  death  be  approach- 
ing towards  me,  enable  me  to  meet  it  with  a  mind  fully  prepared 
for  it,  and  to  pass  through  this  great  and  awful  trial  in  the 
manner  most  profitable  for  me.  O  let  me  not  leave  an^  thing 
undone  which  may  help  to  make  my  depart tre  sa/e  and  happy, 
or  to  qualify  me  for  the  highest  degree  of  thy  favour  that  1  am 
capable  of  attaining.  Pardon  the  sins  which  1  have  committed 
against  thee,  by  thought,  word,  and  deed,  and  all  my  neglects 
of  duty.  Pardon  the  sins  which  I  have  committed  against  my 
neighbour ;  and  if  others  have  wronged  or  offended  me,  incline 
my  heart  freely  and  fully  to  forgive  them.  Cleanse  my  soul 
from  all  its  corruptions,  and  transform  it  into  the  likeness  of 
thy  son  Jesus  Christ,  that  I  may  behold  thy  face  in  glory,  and 
be  made  partaker  of  tijy  heavenly  kingdom.  And  O!  merciful 
Father,  give  me  that  supply  of  spiritual  comfort  which  thou 
,seest  needful  for  me  in  my  present  condition ;  and  grant  that 
when  my  change  comes,  i  may  die  with  a  quiet  conscience,  with 
a  well-grounded  assurance  of  thy  favour,  and  a  joyful  hope  of 
a  blessed  resurrection,  through  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ."    Ameo. 

This  wfts  the  last  prayer  he  repeated  before  enter-- 
iiig  b^  the  chapel    In  the  course  of  the  previous 
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giity  he  was  ako  particularly  struck  with  several 
forcible  passages  in  an  old  yolume  of  sermons  by 
Dr.  Brewster,  more  especially  with  one  upon  **  Judg- 
ment to  come^'*  which  enforced  the  imperative  neces- 
sity of  repentance,  and  the  dismission  of  all  sdf-delu- 
sion  from  the  human  heart,  on  the  awful  approach  of 
death,  in  a  simple  and  eloquent  strain,  "well  calculated 
to  make  an  impression  upon  the  prisoner. 

THURTELLS  LAST  NIGHT. 

The  prisoner  maintained  his  usual  firmness,  aiid» 
while  l^e  expressed  an  anxious  desire  for  the  arrivai 
of  that  period  which  was  to  terminate  the  anguish  o( 
his  mind  in  this  world,  he  applied  himself  witti  becom- 
ing devotion  to  meet  the  awful  hour  of  his  exit. 

The  Chaplain  returned  to  his  room,  after  a  short 
absence,  at  nine  o'clock,  carrying  with  him  a  few 
oranges,  and,  after  some  religions  discourse,  found  his 
mind  calm  and  collected.  When  about  to  depart,  at 
ten  o'clock,  Thurtell  intimated  a  strong  desire  tiiat 
his  late  wretched  associate  (Hunt)  should  be  allowed 
to  pass  the  night  in  his  apartment.  To  this  the 
Chaplaiu  saw  no  objection :  but,  on  the  contrary,  felt 
that  the  lesson  which  would  be  thus  afforded  would 
tend  to  make  a  lasting  impression  on  the  feelings  of 
Hunt,  who,  although  professing  a  full  sense  of  bis  past 
conduct,  and  manifesting  an  apparent  sincerity  of  de- 
votion, still  did  not  exhibit  that  pure  spirit  of  repent* 
ance  which  characterized  every  word  and  action  of 
the  unhappy  Thurtell.  He  also  hailed  the  circum* 
stance  as  an  additional  proof  of  Thurtelfs  having  dis- 
carded from  his  mind  every  feeling  of  hostility  to  this 
partner  of  his  guilt. 

The  worthy  Chaplain  proceeded  to  Mr.  Wilson,' 
and  begged  tfiat  the  wish  of  Thurtell  might  be  com- 
plied with,  after  which  he  quitted  the  prison.  Mr* 
Wilson's  son  then  supplied  his  place  in  Thurtell  s 
roomt  and,  with  the  most  charitabio  and  hiUMoe  fiieU 
iag8»  remfubed  with  the  tinfartuQiile  oi^t  6m  mh 
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hour,  during  a  part  of  which  time  he  read  to  him  sS» 
veral  portions  of  Scripture,  as  well  as  extracts  from 
some  excellent  sermons  furnished  by  the  Rev.  Chap- 
lain. Thurtell  also  read  extracts  from  the  sermons 
and  other  religious  books,  and  seemed  to  derive  con- 
siderable consolation  from  the  holy  doctrines  contained 
in  them. 

Upon  Mr.  Wilson's  retiring  for  the  night.  Hunt  was 
introduced ;  he  was  received  by  Thurtell  with  a  strong 
manifestation  pf  cordiality, — Thurtell  took  him  by 
the  hand,  and  said,  **  Joe,  the  past  is  forgotten.  I 
stand  on  the  brink  of  eternity,  and  we  meet  now  only 
as  friends.  It  may  be  your  fate  to  lose  your  life  as 
ignominiously  as  myself ;  4)ut  I  sincerely  hope  the 
Royal  mercy  will  be  extended  to  you,  and  that  you 
will  live  to  repent  of  your  past  errors,  and  make  some 
atonement  for  the  iiijuries  which  you  may  have  done 
to  me  or  others.  Although  you  have  been  my  enemy^ 
I  freely  forgive  you.** 

Hunt,  who  had  entered  the  room  with  feelings  bor- 
dering on  apprehension  that  some  unfortunate  turn 
had  taken  place  in  his  affairs,  and  that  he  was  himself 
to  suiTer,  was  suddenly  relieved  by  this  address,  and 
squeezing  ThurtelPs  hand  most  vehemently,  he  burst 
into  tears ;  he  then  sat  down  by  the  fire,  and  Thurtell 
and  he  continued  to  pray,  and  to  read  the  admirable 
works  which  were  before  them,  until  one  o'clock. 

Thurtell  had  previously  partaken  of  tea  and  a  small 
portion  of  bread  and  butter,  and  occasionally  during 
the  night  sucked  an, orange.  Soon  after  one,  he 
shewed  symptoms  of  fatigue,  and  laying  himself  on 
the  bed,  uttered  a  fervent  prayer  to  the  Almighty,  for 
strength  to  meet  his  approaching  execution  with  the 
firmness  of  a  man,  and  the  resignation  of  a  Christian. 
In  a  few  moments  afterwards  he  dropped  into  a  pro» 
found  sleep.  Hunt  continued  to  sit  by  the  fire  read- 
ing, but  soon  followed  the  example  of  Thurtell,  and 
feU  asleep  on  his  seat.  The  three  attendants^  as 
usual,  remained  in  the  room,  and  one  of  them,  by  bia 
desire,  threw  the  corerfid  aver  Thurteirs  head, 
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INCIDENTAL  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

When  Mr.  Wilson,  jun.,  took  his  leave  of  Thurtell, 
he  burst  into  teai*s.  Thurtell  turned  to  him,  and 
patting  him  on  the  shoulder,  said,  in  a  cheering  tone, 
•*  Come,  come,  don't  cry,  d^n't  grieve — ^we  shall 
again,  we  shall  meet  in  heaven.'* 


In  the  course  of  conversation  he  alluded  to  Probert. 
He  said,  "  I  forgive  Probert,  frojm  the  bottom  of  my 
heact ;  I  hope  he  will  live  to  repent  of  his  past  sins. 
But,  notwithstanding  the  awful  situation  in  which  I 
am  placed,  were  I  to  be  offered  life  for  one  hundred 
years,  with  20,000/.,  I  would  rather  die,  as  I  am 
about  to  do,  than  live  degraded  and  disgraced  like 
him;  a  vagabond  walking  about  the  streets,  pointed 
at  by  the  finger  of  scorn.  He  has  always  been  a 
wicked  man,  but  my  sincere  hope  is,  that  he  may 
take  warning  and  turn  from  his  evil  ways.^ 


Previous  to  Thomas  Thurtell's  departure  from 
Hertford  gaol  to  return  to  Newgate,  he  took  his  final 
leave  of  his  brother.  Their  meeting  was  extremely 
aiiecting,  and  at  tlieir  last  embrace  John  Thurtell 
squeezed  the  hand  of  his  brother,  and  said,  *^  God 
bless  you ;  there  are  nine  of  us  to-night,  bet  there  will 
be  but  eight  to-morrow,"  alluding  to  the  approaching 
diminution  in  the  number  of  his  family  by  his  own 
death.  So  deeply  affected  was  Thomas,  that  it  be« 
came  necessary  to  remove  him  by  force.  John, 
beckoning  to  the  turnkeys,  said,  ''  Take  him  away 
for  God  6  sakC)  for  he  unmans  me :  poor  fellow,  I  wisii 
he  had  not  come  here  at  all."  Thomas  went  away 
bathed  in  tears,  and  scarce  uttered,  a  word  during  the 
whole  of  his  journey  to  town* 

On  the  morning  of  the  executiop  Thurtell  took 
toast  and  tea  for  his  hreak&idt»  and  ia  his  cwvecsar 
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fiom  with  the  Chaplain  repeatedly  expressed  the 
QODSolations  he  derived  from  the  religious  instraction 
of  that  gentleman,  and  only  lamented  the  shortness  of 
time  which  remained  for  his  penitence.  He  men- 
tioned that  he  had  written  on  the  previous  day  to  his 
father,  and  had  done  with  all  worldly  concerns.  Thd 
letter  so  written  was  transmitted  by  the  High  Sheriff 
through  the  post,  under  a  frank  from  Lord  Cowper^ 
who  happened  to  be  in  the  gaol  at  the  time. 

After  breakfast  he  wrote  two  letters— one  addressed 
to  bis  brother,  Thomas  Thurtell,  to  the  care  of  Mr: 
Wontner,  keeper ^bf  Newgate;  tile  other  to  his  so- 
licitor, Mr.  Fenton,  of  Austin-friars ;  both  sealed  with 
black  wax.  Before  the  removal  from  his  apartment 
into  the  chapel,  he  shook  Hunt  again  by  the  hand,  and 
repeated  his  assurance  of  forgiveness. 

His  sole  anxiety  at  this  moment  seemed  to  relate  to 
the  shame  and  reproach  which  he  had  brought  upon 
his  family.  He  said  that  it  was  his  lot  to  be  one  of 
two .  favourite  sons  of  a  mother  whom  he  tenderly 
loved ;  and,  heaving  a  deep  sigh,  he  added,  '^  one  of 
them  was  drowned,  and  the  other  is  now  about  to  be 
hanged.  But  I  know  my  mother,  notwithstanding  my 
faults,  will  seek  my  grave  wherever  it  can  be  found ; 
and,  if  she  can  find  in  any  part  of  England  a  stone 
with  the  initials  of  her  son's  name  upon  it,  she  will 
drop  a  tear ;  on  that  account  alone  I  am  anxious  that 
my  family  should  know  where  my  remains  are  to  be 
interred.  As  to  myself,  I  know  that  the  process  of 
dissection  can  only  happen  when  all  sensation  is  with 
me  extinct.  The  law,  I  am  told,  requires  it ;  but 
still,  when  that  is  done,  perhaps  what  remains  of  me 
will  be  depositee^  in  a  tomb,  so  that  the  spot  may  be 
recognised  by  my  family." 

PREPARATION  OF  THE  SCAFFOLD. 

While  matters  were  thus  situated  within  the  risen, 
the  workmen  laboured  without,  in  erectinjr  a  r.i^llcid 
and  enclosure.    This  machine  was  constructed,  undc:? 
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the  direction  of  Mr.  Nicholson,  the  Under  Sheriff, 
and  had  been  commenced  before  the  day  appointed 
for  the  trial.  Some  objection  was  made  by  the  Ma- 
gistrates to  the  use  of  it,  upon  the  ground  that  it  might 
be  considered  indelicate  to  commence  such  a  work,  as 
it  wtere,  in  anticipation  of  the  conviction  of  the  pri- 
iSoners.  The  fact,  however,  of  there  being  no  other  fit 
jnachine  of  the  sort  in  existence  in  the  county  *,  hav- 
ing been  communicated  to  the  High  Sheriff,  that  gen- 
/tleman,  on  his  own  responsibility,  determined  to 
adopt  it,  and  it  was  by  his  direction  finished,  and  used 
on  the  present  occasion.  ^ 

The  drop  was  ingeniously  suited  to  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  intended,  and  was  calculated  to  ter- 
minate the  existence  of  the  unhappy  culprit  in  the 
shortest  ,possible  period.  There  ^was  a  temporary 
•platform  with  a  falling  leaf,  supported  by  bolts,  and 
upon  this  the  prisoner  was  to  be  placed.  The  bolts 
were  fixed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  removed  in  an 
instant,  and  as  instantaneously  the  victim  of  his  own 
crimes  would  be  launched  into  eternity.  Above  this 
platform  was  a  cross  beam,  to  which  the  fatal  cord 
was  to  be  affixed.  The  whole  was  solidly  and  com- 
pactly made,  and  capable  of  being  taken  asunder  and 
removed  in  a  very  short  time. 

The  enclosure  consisted  of  boards,  seven  feet  in 

*  It  is  rather  a  singular  circumstance,  with  reference  to 
the  mode  of  executing  criminals  at  Hertford,  that  Thurtell 
should  be  the  first  person  to  suffer  in  a  manner  different  from 
the  course  heretofore  practised  at  that  place.     One  day,  while  . 
conversing  'with  Mr.  w  ilsoa,  Thurtell  jocosely  said,  "  Why, 
I  understand  that  when  you  round  [hang]  people  here,  you  put 
them  in  a  tumhLr  [cart],  and  send  them  out  of  the  world  with 
a  Gce-vpy  gee^ho,  and  I  suppose  my  ears  will  he  saluted  with. 
R  smack  of  the  whip;  but  this  is  rather  an  ola  fashioned  and 
imgentleraanly  way  of  finishihtr  a  man."     Probably  this  anec- 
dote was.  communicated  to  the  Magistrates  of  the  county,  and 
they  determined  to  accmnmodatc  him  by  ordering  a  new  drop 
gallows  to  he  erected  and  allowing  him  to  hansel  it. 

This  note  is  2;iven  on  the  authority,  and  nearly  in  the 
words,  of  an  individual  who  delights  in  being  recognised  as  a 
person  wcU^knoivn  in  the  sporting  world, — Ed, 
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height,  and  dove-tailed  into  each  other,  so  as  to  close 
every  crevice.  The  extent  of  the  space  thus  em- 
braced was  about  thirty  feet  in  length,  and  fifteen  feet 
in  width.  The  platform  was  approached  by  a, short 
flight  of  steps,  which  led  directly  from  the  door  of 
the  prison.  The  boards  aiid  all  the  other  machinery 
being  painted  black,  presented  a  very  gloomy  ap- 
pearance. 

At  eight  o  clock  in  the  morning  the  whole  was 
completed,  and  the  workmen  retired.  Soon  after  this, 
it  was  suggested  to  the  Under  Sheriff  that  a  place 
should  be  railed  off  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Press,  and,  by  his  directions,  in  a 
very  short  time  the  enclosure  was  completely  sur- 
rounded by  strong  posts  and  rails,  fixed  at  a  distance 
of  about  three  yards,  within  which  the  gentlemen  in 
question,  the  officers  of  the  Sheriff,  Ruthven,  Bishop, 
and  Upson  were  stationed,  and  were  thus  completely 
protected  from  the  pressure  of  the  multitude. 


STATE  OF  HERTFORD. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  day  previous  to  the 
execution,  persons  of  all  ranks  were  seen  driving 
into  the  town  of  Hertford  in  all  directions,  evidently 
brought  by  the  dctsire  of  being  present  at  the  awfiU 
ceremony,  and  influenced  no  doubt  by  an  expectation 
that  some  extraordinary  declaration  would  be  made 
by  Thurtell  in  his  dying  moments. 

All  the  inns  in  ttie  town  were  completely  filled, 
and  the  places  of  the  crowd  who  bad  departed  after 
the  trial  were  filled  by  a  new  order  of  visitors.  It 
would  seem  from  the  appearance  of  some  of  these 
persons,  and  the  jaded  state  of  their  cattle,  that  they 
had  come  long  distances ;  and  indeed  it  has  been 
positively  asserted  that  many  hundreds  had  actually 
come  from  Worcester,  the  scene  of  a  recent  contest 
between  Spring  and  Langhan,  two  celebrated  prize- 
flghters,  for  the  chan^pionsbip  (as  it  is  called)  of  Eng-* 
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land.  Among  these  were  several  persons  dis- 
tinguished  as  leaders  in  the  sporting  circles,  whose 
intimate  acquaintance  with  Thurtell  rendered  the 
approaching  tragedy  still  more  attractive. 
r:  Independently  of  these  individuals,  many  p<»rsoDs 
were  pointed  out  as  having  come  actually  from  Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow,  Ireland,  and  other  distant  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  under  similar  feelings  of  curiosity. 
Many  of  these  persons  were  incapable  of  procuring 
beds,  while  others  would  not  submit  to  the  extraor- 
dinary prices  demanded  for  such  convenience.  In 
this  state  of  things,  scarcely  a  public-house  was 
closed  for  the  night,  and  parties  remained  engaged 
in  drinking^  and  gambling  till  the  light  of  day  burst 
upon  them. 

As  the  morning  approached,  fresh  arrivals  added 
to  the  bustle  which  prevailed ;  the  roads  from 
London,  Cambridge,  St.  Alban's,  and  elsewhere, 
were  covered  with  vehicles  of. every  description, 
filled  with  that  sort  of  company  which  is  usually 
observed  on  the  move  towards  fights  and  such  ex- 
hibitions. In  fact,  all  the  rabble  who  are  wont  to 
frequent  scenes  of  this  description,  seemed  to  have 
congregated  in  Hertford  upon  this  occasion.  In 
inany  instances,  where  persons  could  not  afford  to 
pay  for  a  conveyance  to  the  spot,  they  walked  from 
considerable  distances,  and  submitted  to  no  ordinary 
fatigue  and  inconvenience,  in  order  to  be  present  at 
the  execution. 

MORNING  OP  EXECUTION. 

At  day-break  a  crowd  began  to  assemble  in  front  of 
tho  gaol,  taking  their  stations  upon  every  elevated 
spot  which  presented  itself  to  their  notice.  At  tea 
o'clock,  all  the  roads  leading  to  Hertford  were 
thronged  with  travellers.  Ware  and  Hoddesdon 
sent  forth  all  their  male,  and,  it  would  seem,  a  great 
portion  of  their  female,  population.  The  various^ 
villages  in  the  neighbourhood  also  supplied  their  full 
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quota  of  spectators.  Two  points  were  remarked  as 
beiBg  rather  unusua].  The  one  was,  the  vast  number  of 
equestrians  who  thronged  around  the  place  of  execu- 
tion— ^most  of  them  apparently  of  the  class  of  small 
farmers,  amongst  whom  were  intermingled  a  number 
of  sporting  butchers,  bakers,  and  meal-men;  the 
others,  the  throng  of  women,  who,  to  their  shame 
be  it  spoken,  appeared  on  the  ground. 

The  medley  multitude  thus  assembled  extended 
in  a  dense  body,  for  about  a  furlong  on  the  Lon- 
don  side  of  the  gaol,  and  for  about  the  same  dis« 
tance  on  the'  Hertford  side.  Beyond  this  compact 
body,  the  crowd,  less  closely  packed,  extended  on 
the  one  side,  to  a  small  bridge  which  is  thrown  over 
a  rivulet  that  flows  across  the  road,  and  on  the  other, 
up  to  the  Blue-coat  school. 

The  road  betw^een  the  prison  wall  and  the  oppo- 
site hedge,  may  be  about  five-and-twenty  yards  in 
width.  This  was  soon  completely  choked  up  with 
spectators ;  the  hedges,  and  the  fields  beyond,  were 
also  thickly  thronged  by  the  anxious  multitude.  Im- 
mediately in  front  of  the  scaffold,  in  a  field  within 
the  hedge,  stood  a  large  bam,  the  property  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  the  governor ;  this  was  an  antiquated  edifice, 
thatched  with  straw,  which  from  its  appearance,  must 
have  been  of  long  standing.  80  desirable  an  eleva*- 
tion  could  not  long  escape  the  notice  of  the  curious, 
and  in  a  short  time  the  roof  was  literally  covered 
with  men  and  boys,  whose  apparently  comfortable 
situation,  excited  no  small  envy  in  those  who  had 
not  been  so  fortunate  as  to  arrive  in  time  to  attain 
so  excellent  a  seat.  Some  few,  however,  from  their 
knowledge  of  the  frail  materials  of  which  the  build- 
ijig  was  constructed,  did  not  hesitate  to  apprize  those 
who  were  upon  it,  of  the  danger  they  incurred  by 
remaining  in  such  a  situation.  These  suggestions 
were  received  with  jocularity  and  treated  with  con- 
tempt. In  a  shorty  time,  however,  they  pt*oved  to 
be  but  too  well  founded ;  for,  at  about  half-past  ten 
o'clocki  the  whole  thatch  and  the  rafters  by  which 
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it  was  supported  gave  way  with  a  tremendous  crash, 
and  the  crowd  which  were  upon  it  were  precipitated 
into  the  body  of  the  buildings  covered  with  dust  and 
dirt. 

A  feeling  of  horror  instantly  pervaded  the  crowds 
as  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  some  serious 
injury  must  have  been  experienced.  Prompt  assist- 
ance was  immediately  afforded  to  the  sufferers,  and 
after  some  time  the  whole  of  them  were  extricated 
from  their  perilous  situation^  many  of  them  exhibit* 
ing  in  their  appearance  rather  a  ludicrous  aspect, 
some  few  having  reason  to  regret  their  temerity,  in 
remaining  on  the  roof  after  the  warning  they  had 
received.  Among  these  were  two  lads,  named  Fra- 
ley  and  Mullins,  one  of  whom  had  his  thigh  broken, 
and  the  other  his  knee  dislocated ;  they  were  imme- 
diately removed  for  surgical  assistance  into  the  town 
of  Hertford.  The  consequences  would,  in  all  likeli- 
hood, have  been  more  serious,  had  it  not  happened, 
that  the  barn  at  the  time  was  nearly  filled  with  straw. 
Many  of  the  crowd  still  maintained  their  situations 
on  the  walls,  one  of  which  subsequently  gave  way, 
but  luckily  without  producing  further  mischief. 

At  eleven  o'clock,  the  mass  of  spectators  had 
greatly  increased.  The  road  at  each  end  was  com- 
pletely blocked  up,  so  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
any  person  passing,  and  the  coaches  going  to  and 
coming  from  London,  were  obliged  to  take  a  cir- 
cuitous route.  Soon  after  that  hour,  Robert  Sutton, 
Esq.  the  High-Sheriff,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Nichol- 
son, the  Under-Sheriff,  arrived  at  the  house  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Franklin,  which  is  situated  within  the  walla 
of  the  Blue-coat  Establishment.  Mr.  Nicholson  was 
then  requested  to  proceed  to  the  gaol,  and  to  inform 
Thurtell  that  the  High-Sheriff  was  in  attendance  in . 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  was  ready  to  wait  upon 
him  if  he  was  desirous  of  an  interview,  but  that  other* 
wise  he  bad  no  wish  to  interrupt  his  devotions. 
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THURTELL'S  CONDUCT  IMMEDIATELY 
BEFORE  THE  EXECUTION. 

At  half-past  six  o'clock,  Mr.  Wilson,  jun.,  entered 
the  prisoner's  room,  and  found  him  on  the  bed»  fast 
asleep,  and  snoring  loudly.  The  prisoner  Hunt  w^is 
also  in  a  deep  slumber,  sitting  by  the  fire*side*  Mr. 
Wilson,  unwilling  to  disturb  their  repose,  retired,  and 
at  seven  o  clock  returned  with  his  father.  The 
wretched  men  were  still  asleep,  unconscious  of  the 
scene  which  was  so  shortly  to  be  acted,  and  in  which 
one  of  them  was  to  take  so  prominent  a  part.  Mr. 
Wilson  approached  the  bed  of  Thurtell,  and  found 
his  face  covered  over  with  the  rug,  and  so  profound 
was  his  sleep  at  this  moment  that  he  could  not  hear 
him  breathe.  He  immediately  uncovered  the  pri- 
soner's face,  and  caBed  him  by  name.  Thortell 
started  up,  and  for  a  moment  seemed  lost  to  his  situ- 
ation, not  even  knowing  where  he  was.  Mr.  Wilson 
addressed  him,  and  his  recollection  immediately  re- 
turned. Mr.  Wilson  asked  him  how  he  felt  himself, 
and  he  said  very  well ;  I  have  had  an  excellent 
Bi^tr— I  have  slept  since  one  o'clock  ;  I  have  dreamt 
aeveral  odd  things,  but  I  have  never  dreamt  any 
thing  about  this  business  since  I  have  been  in  Hert- 
ford. Mr.  Wilson  then  asked  him  if  he  felt  refreshed, 
and  if  he  felt  inward  comfort?  He  replied  **  Yes ; 
I  feel  very  well,  and  very  comfortable."  During 
this  conversation.  Hunt  awoke,  and  casting  a  look  of 
despair  towards  the  bed,  seemed  to  shudder  within 
himself,  and  then  became  extremely  dejected.  Thur- 
tell; arose,  and  asked  for  some  water  to  wash,  which 
was  forthwith  brought  to  him  by  one  of  the  attend- 
ants. Having  bathed  his  face,  his  breakfast  wak 
brought  in  ;  it  consisted  of  some  tea  and  bread  and 
butter,  but  he  partook  Only  of  the  former,  and  that 
but  slightly. 
At  eight  o'clock  the  Chaplain  arrived — ^he  shook 
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hands  with  Thurtell,  and  addressed  him  in  the  most 
humane  and  soothing  language,  expressing  at  the 
same  time  his  gratification  at  finding  the  unhappy 
man  in  a  frame  of  mind  so  firm  and  composed.  Mr. 
'Wilson  retired,  taking  with  him  the  three  attendants. 
The  Rererend  Chaplain,  on  being  left  alone  with 
Thurtell  and  Hunt,  called  upon  them  to  join  him  in 
prayer,  which  they  did  with  their  accustomed  d^ 
votion;  Having  concluded  the  prayer,  Thurtell  de- 
irired  to  be  permitted  to  read  alouid  one  of  die  ser- 
inons  in  his  possession,. to  which  tlie  Reverend  GeJi« 
tiemaii  at  once  acceded.  He  read  in  a  clear  and 
liudible  voice  for  some  time,  when  some  conversation 
took  place  between  him  and  Mr.  Franklin  as  to  his 
belief  in  the  truths  of  Christianity,  and  as  to  his 
hopes  of  pardon  hereafter,  through  the  mediation  of 
bur  Saviour  ?  The  ariiswers  of  Thurtell  were  such 
as  to  give  entire  satisfaction  to  the  worthy  Chaplain. 

At  eleven  o'clock  the  Under-Sherifi'  entered  the 
prison^  and  on  being  conducted  to  Thurteirs  neom^ 
communicated  to  him  the  message  of  the  High* 
Sheriff.  Thurtell  said  he  had  no  desire  to  give  that 
gentleman  the  trouble  of  an  interview,  and  was  only 
desirous  of  renewing  his  thanks  for  the  benevotent 
and  humane  aitentions  which  he  had  received  at  his 
hands  from  the  first  moment  of  his  bemg  committed ; 
and  he  desired  at  the  same  time  to  express  to  Mr. 
Nicholson,  the  sense  which  he  entertained  of  his  kindl 
ffeeltngs  during  the  salne  p^riofd. 

Mr.  Nicholson  intimated  to  Mr.  Wilson,  that  the 
period  was  fast  approaching  which  had  been  fixed  for 
execution,  and  suggested  whether  it  might  not  be 
prudent  to  conduct  the  prisons  to  the  Chi^l,  in 
order  that  he  might  receive  those  last  religtouK  cotn 
solations  which  his  awful  situation  demanded*  Ife 
then  left  the  room,  and  tiie  Chaplain  and  the  prisoner 
trere  again  left  alone  to  prayer. 
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-  ADMINISTRATION  OP  THE  SACRAMENT. 

J 

At  half-part  eleven  o'clock  Thurtell  and  Huntwero 
ci^ndacted  by  the  Chaplain  and  Mr.  Wilson  into  the 
Chapel,  where  they  were  met  by  Mr.  NichoIsMi* 
The  Ilev.  Mr.  FranlLlin  then,  prepared  to  administer 
the  saerament  to  the  prisoners,  of  which  both  Mr. 
Wilson  and  Mr.  Nicholson  intimated  a  desire  to  par*^ 
Uke.  During  flie  Communion  Service,  Tbnrtell  read 
the  appropriate  prayers  in  a  distinct  and  audible 
Toice,  and  seemed  fully  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  this  solemn  rite.  At  its  conclusion,  Thurtefl 
turned  round  to  the  prisoner  Hunt,  and  grasped  hie 
band  repeatedly,  and  renewed  in  the  most  forcible 
terms  the  assurance  of  his  perfect  forgiveness  of  the 
past,  and  of  his  being  about  to  die  in  peace  and 
charity  with  all  the  worlJ. 

The  Chaplain  and  Mr.  Nicholson  now  retired  from 
the  Chapel,  leaving  Mr.  Wilson  and  the  ^risonor 
Tbortell  alone.     Hunt  had  previously  been  reoenh 
ducted  to  his  cell,  overpowered  by  his  feelings.     Mf« 
Wilson,  then  turning  to  Thurtdl,  said,  ^  Now,  Thnrw 
tett,  as  diere  is  how  no  eye  to  witness  what  is  passing 
lietween  us  but  that  of  God,  you  dmst  not  be  sur- 
prised if  I  ask  ymi   a  question."    Thurtetl  turned 
round  and  regarded  him  with  a  look  of  surprise.  Mr. 
Wilson  continued,  **  If  you  intend  to  make  any  eon»- 
#ssioa;  I  think  you  cannot  do  it  at  a  better  period 
4han  the  present."    Thurtell  pauseil  for  a  few  mo- 
inents.     Mr.  Wilson  then  went  on  to  say,  ^*  I  ask 
you  if  you  acknowledge  the  justice  of  yeinr  sentence.*^ 
Thurtell  immediately  seized  both  Mr«  Wilson  s  handa^ 
end  pressed  them  with  great  fervour  within  his  own, 
and  said,  **  I  am  quite  satisfied.    I  forgive  the  world; 
I  die  in  peace  and  charity  with  ell'  iaankind,  and  thafr 
4s  eN  I  wisk  to  ge  forth  upon  tfcia  occasicm/'    Mn 
Wilsen  next  asked  Mm  whether  be  eonsidf^ed  that 
Ibe  lasvv  of  his  eemly  had  keen  dealt  te  Man  jattif 

2t2 
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and'fairly,  upon  which  he  said,  **  I  admit  that  justice 
has  been  done  me — I  am  perfectly  satisfied." 

The  Chaplain  then  returned  to  the  prisoner,  and 
offered  him  some  further  words  of  comfort,  asking 
him,  whether  there  was  any  thing  he  (Mr.  Franklin) 
could  do  to  ease  his  mind  with  respect  to  his  family 
and  friends.  Thurtell  replied  that  he  was  anxious 
the  Rev.  Gentleman  would  write  to  his  father,  and 
inform  him  of  his  extreme  contrition,  resignation, 
and  penitence,  which  Mr.  Frankliii  promised  most 
faithfully  to  do.  The  unfortunate  man  then  uttered  a 
idiort  prayer,  that  the  minds  of  his  family  might  be 
strengthened  under  the  deep  affliction  they  must  feel» 
and  of  which  he  had  been  the  uidiappy  author.' 

At  this  period,  Mr.  Nicholson  tapped. at  the  door 
with  his  wand,  as  the  signal  that  the  hour  of  execution 
had  arrived.  Mr.  Franklin's  countenance  betrayed 
the  deep  sorrow  with  which  he  heard  this  sound. 
Thurtell  observed  the  change  in  his  countenance,  and 
said  in  a  firm  and  manly  voice,  ^'  Sir,  I  am  ready.** 
He  then  seized  Mr.  Franklin's  hanVis, .  and  in  terms  of 
gratitude  thanked  him,  not  alone  for  all  the  personal 
kindnesses  for  which  he  wasindefoted  to  him,  but  for 
that  contrite  and  Christian  spirit  with  which  he  was 
^bout  to  depart  this  world.  Mr.  Franklin  returned 
the  salutation  and  burst  into  tears. 

The  Chapel-door  was  then  thrown  open,  and  the 

Sisoner  went  forth  with  a  steady  and  assured  step, 
e.  looked  round  with  perfect  calmness.     The  dis- 
tance from  the  Chapel-door  to  the  door  leading  to 
the  scaffold  was  not  more  than  ten  yards,  and  thither 
he  was  accompanied  by  the  Chaplain,  tiie  Under- 
Sheriff,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Webb/ an  assistant  of  Mr. 
Wilson's,  and  the  Upper  Turnkey.  .  The  Church-bell 
mournfully  tolled  as  he  advanced. 
'     A  few  seconds  before  the  clock  struck  twelve, 
he  walked  with  his  hand  on  the  CliapUin's  ftrm  fron 
the  Chapel,  along  the  paved  passage  which  crosses 
the  yard  to  the  door  of  tiie  tread-mill.    His  waUt 
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was  firm  and  unembarrassed,  his  whole  demeanour 
that  of  composure  and  resignation.  All  around  him 
seemed  more  affected  than  he  appeared  himself.  He 
cordially  shook  hands  with  Mr.  Wilson's  son,  to 
whom  in  the  morning  he  gave  a  lock  of  his  hair,  and 
lamented  at  first  that  he  had  nothing  better  to  give 
iiim.  But,  as  if  recollecting  himself,  he  said,  ^'Oh! 
here's  my  snuiT-box :  it  is  4iow  empty ;  I  have  no 
further  occasion  for  it.     Keep  it  for  my  sake." 

On  their  arrival  at  the  door,  TUurtell  again  shook 
Mr.  Franklin  most  heartily  by  the  hand,  and  with  a 
strong  expression  of  feeling  exclaimed,  **  God  bless 
you.  Sir;  God  bless  you/'  He  ateo  turned  and 
:Shook  hands  with  Mr,  Webb,  and  then  preceded  by 
the  Under-Sheriff  and  the  executioner,  and  followed 
by  Mr.  Wilson  and  the  head  turnkey,  he  naounted 
.the  steps  of  the  fatal  scaffold,  begging  Mr.  Nicholson 
that  as  little  delay  as  possible  might  take  place  in 
his  execution  after.his  appearance  upon  the  platform. 


THE  execution: 

At  ten  minutes  before  twelve^  a  bustle  among  the 
javelin-men  stationed  within  the  boarded  enclosure 
on  which  the  drop  was  erected,. announced  to  the 
multitude  without  that  the  preparations  for  the  exe- 
cution were  nearly  concluded.  The  javelin-men  pro- 
ceeded to  arrange  themselves  in  the  order  usually 
observed  .upon  these  melancholy  but  necessary  occur- 
rences. They  had  scarcely  finished  their  arrange- 
m«nts,  when  the  opening  of  the  gate  of  tlie  prison 
gave  an  additional  impulse  to  public  anxiety. 

WTi^n  the  i^lock  was  on  the  stroke  of  twelve,  Mr. 
Nicholson,  the  Under-Sheriff,  and  the  executioner 
.assoended  the  platform,  followed  oh  to,  it  by  Thurtell, 
who  mounted  the  stairs  with  a  slow  but  steady*  step. 
*!][ie;prii\cipal  turnkey  of  the  gaol  carte  nekt,  aud 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Wilson  and  two  offiifiers.  On 
the  approach  of  the  prisoner  being  intimated  by 
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those  persons  who  being  in  an  elevated  situation,  ob- 
tained the  first  view  of  him,  all  the  inimense  multi- 
tude present  took  off  their  hats. 

Thurtell  immediately  placed  himself  under  the  fatal 
beam,  and  at  that  moment  the  chimes  of  a  neighbour- 
ing clock  began,  to  strike  twelve.  The  executioner 
then  came  forward  with  the  rope,  which  he  threw 
across  it.  Thurtell  first  lifted  his  eyes  up  to  the 
drop,  gazed  at  it  for  a  few  moments,  and  then  took 
a  calm  but  hurried  survey  of  the  multitude  around 
him.  He  next  fixed  his  eyes  on  a  young  gentleman 
in  the  crowd,  whom  he  had  frequently  seen  as  a 
spectator  at  the  commencement  of  the  proceedings 
against  him«  Seeing  that  the  individual  was  affected 
by  the  circumstance,  he  removed  tiiem  to  another 
quarter,  and  in  so  doing  recognised  an  individual 
well  known  in  the  sporjCing  circles^  to  whom  he  made 
a  slight  bow. 

The  '^prisoner  was  attired  in  a  dark  brown  great 
coat  with  a  black  velvet  collar,  white  corduroy 
breeches,  drab  -  gaiters  and  shoes.  His  hands  were 
confined  with  handcufis,  instead  of  being  tied  with 
cord«  as  is  usually  the  case  on  such  occasions,  and, 
at  his  own  request,  his  arms  were  not  pinioned.  He 
wore  a  pair  of  black  kid  gloves,  and  the  wrists  of  his 
shirt  were  visible  below  ^e  cuffs  of  his  coat.  As  on 
the  last  day  of  his  trial,  he  wore  a  white  cravit. 
The  irons,  which  were  very  heavy,  and  consisted  of 
a  succession  of  chain  links,  were  still  on  his  legs,  and 
were  held  up  in  the  middle  by  a  Beteber  handkerchief 
tied  round  his  waist. 

The  executioner  commenced  his  moumfld  duties 
by  taking  from  the  unhappy  prisoner  his  cravat  and 
coOar.  To  obviate  all  difficulty  in  thfli  stage  of  the 
proceedings,  Thurtell  flung  back  his  head  and  n6c!k, 
and  so  gave  tb^  executioner  an  opportunity  of  hn- 
mediately  divesting  him  of  that  part  of  his  dress. 
After  tying  the  rope  round  ThurtdTs  neck,  the  exe* 
Ctttiqner  drew  a  white  cotton  cap  over  his  codnte* 
nance,  which  did  not,  however,  couceft^  fte  eonCodr 


^^ 


<if  Msftee,  or  dej^ve  him  ^Mirefjr  of  Hie  view  of 
flarroimdmg  objects.  ^• 

At  thatinoment  the  clock  mounded  the  last  stroke 
of  twelve.  During  the  whole  of  this  appalh'ng  cere** 
mony  there  was  not  the  slightest  symptotti  of  emotion 
discernible  in  his  features ;  his  demeanour  was  per« 
fectly  cabn  and  tranquil*  itod  he  behaved  like  a  man 
ftcqmdated  witli  the  dreadfol  ordeal  he  was  about  to 
pass,  but  not*  unprepared  to  meet  it.  Tho<igU .  hiif 
fortitude  was  thus  conspicuously  it  waci  evident  from 
his  appearance  that  Jn  the  interval  between  his  con- 
viction and  his  execution  he  must  have  suffered  much. 
He  looked  careworn ;  hi3  countenance  had  assume^. 
1^  cadaverous  hue^  and  there  was  a  haggajrdness  and 
lanknesB  .about  his  checks  and  mouth,  wbidi  could 
not  fail  to  attract  the  .ootice  of  every  spectatoc 
.  The  es^Qutioner  ne:fit  proceeded  to  adjust  tho 
noose  by  which  Thurtell  was  to  be  attached. to.  the 
scaffold.  After  he  had  fastened  it  in  such  a;  manner 
as  to  satisfy  his  own  mind,  Tfaurt^ll  looked  up  at  it, 
imd  Wamined  it  .vrjth  fpealt  attention.  He  then  Ae* 
lired  ib^  execatloner  to  let  him  have  fall  enouglu 
/The  rope  at  this  moment  seemed  as  if  it  woidd  cmly 
fi^ve  a  ML ;  of  jtwo  or  three  feet.  The  exeootionef 
Assured  him  that  the  fall  ^as  quite  sufficient.  The 
frihcipal  turnkey  tiheK  went  up  to  Thmrtell,  siiook 
nandfl^  with  him,  and  turned  away  in  tears.  Mr. 
Wftson,  the  governor  ef  the  gaol,  next  approached 
liim.  Thurtell  said  to  hiro^  **  Do  you  think,  Mr. 
Wilfon,  I  hapire  got  ^enough  fall  ?"  Mr.  Wilson  re- 
plied '*  I  tbnde  yoou  ha?e,«Sir.  Yes,  quite  enotigh.'* 
mt.  Wilson  then  took  hold  of  his  hand,  shook  it,  and 
«&id^  ^*  Good  by,  Mr.  Thurtell,  may  God  Alniigjity 
Mess  you.'*  Thurtell  instantly  tepiied,  God  bless 
fm,  Mr.  Wilson,  God  bless  you. 

Mr.  Wilson  then  tamed  away  from  him,  and  ap- 
peitfing  dee[^y  affected,  moved  to  a  distant  part  of 
ibs.  scaffold,  aad  reiMined  there  tiM  the  conclusion  off 
Hm  melancholy  catastrophe. 

A  fM  aeconito  then  ttapied^  &ra%  which  every 
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person  seenied  to  be  eogaged  in  (examiniDg  narrowly 
Thurteirs  deportment.  His  features,  as  well  as  they 
could  be  discerned,  appeared  to  remain  unmoyed,  ana 
his  hands,  which  were  extremely  prominent,  .continued 
perfectly  steady,  and  were  not  affected  by  the  sligl^ 
est  tremulous  motion. 

Exactly  at  two  minutes  past  twelve  the  Under- 
Sheriff  with  his  wand,  gave  the  dreadful  sigdd — the 
drdp  suddenly  and  silently  fell — and 

John  Thurtell  was  launched 
INTO  Eternity  f 

The  violence  of  Ifae  fall  being  sudi  as  to  cause  the 
dislocation  of  the  neck  to  be  attended  with  consider^ 
able  noise,  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  pri-^ 
8oner*s  death  was  instantaneous.  A  slight  convulsion 
of  the  mouth  was  observed  the  moment  after  he  fell ; 
then  came  a -single  groan,  and  then  followed  the  still- 
ness of  death ! 

The  executioner,  to  make  certainty  double  sure^ 
went  down  and  repeatedly  pulled  his  body  towards 
the  ground,  and  thereby  led  the  surrounding  mi4» 
titude  to  believe  that  Thurtell  struggled  much  befoK 
he  died.    The  reverse,  however,  was  the  case.    /^  ^ 

At  Ifae  moment  that  the  fatal  bolt  was  withdrawn* 
which  put  an  end  to  the  ''  fitful  fever**  of  Thurteirs 
existence,  an  involuntary  shudder  was  observed  in 
the  «owd ;  a  number  of  persons  fled  as  if  under  the 
impulse  of  extreme  terror,  and  in  their  flight  abflkn 
lutely  forced  down  a  cow-house,  and  some  paling  that 
were  in  front  of  the  prison.  One  man  fainted  away» 
and  several  were  seen  attempting,  but  in  vain,  ta 
.hide  the  intensity  of  their  feelings.'  At  the  same 
minute  four  horse-expresses  proceeded  at  full  gaHop 
fowards  London,  for  the  purpose,  it  vras  said,  of  in- 
terming  some  of  Thurteirs  late  associates  that  he 
had  died  without  making  any  confession  to  their  pre> 
judice. 

After  the  body  had  been  suspended  about  a  quart^ 


of  i.n  Boor,'  die  nmltitude,  whieh  liad  iiWifcviod  mSth 
great  decorom  and  ipropriety  doiSii^  ali  Ifae  jirepa^ 
TB/tWf  proceeilingff  of  the  exeoutiatt.  'e3diiUt0d  m 
strcmg  anxietjr  to  bavie  a  eloB$r  imiieetieii  of  it,  and 
in  consequence  made  a  rush  ^ittim'tbe  barricsrs  ia 
order  to  gratify  it.  Tbey  were,  iKnrevar,  Jcepit  faaolc' 
vrithoat  much  difficulty  by  the  oonstablea. 

We  cannot  dose  this  part  of  our  nanratiTe  without 
doing  ftiU  justice  to  the  courage  witii  which  Tburtell 
met  the  fate  which  the  offended  Jaws  of  fasii  comrtiy 
assigned  to  him  on  account  of  flie  atrocious  crime  e£ 
which  he  was  convicted.  In  no  partofbisbehaTmit' 
on  the  scafTbld  was  th^e  any  thing  tifce  /ettiier  irre« 
solution  or  bravaxio.  The  sevenity  with  which  lie 
conducted  himself  in  his  last  trying  hoUr,  weuftd  haVe 
caused  him  to  be  considered  as  a  martyr^  had  be  died 
for  the  sake  of  religion;  and  wotM  have  eodeared. 
bis  memory  to  bis  country  to  the  latest  posterity »  had 
he,  in  a 'period  of  national  degradation,  laid  down  his' 
life  for  her  injured  liberties.  Dying,  however*  as  he 
did  die,  for  a  murder  of  the  greatest  atroeity^  esta-* 
blished  by  evidence  of  the  most  aatisfoctory  descrip*' 
tion^  we  must  guard  against  allowing  our  admiration 
of  his  fortitude  to  overcome  our  moral  abhorrence  of 
the  barbarities  be  comnutted. 

It  is  evident  that  he  was  a  man  of  uncommon  energy 
of  mind,  and  the  sympathy  of  his  gaol-attendants, 
mea  unused  to  melt,  shows  that  he  fldnist  have  pos« 
sessed  some  kind,  and  generous,  and  amiable  qualitiea* 
AH  therefore  must  regret  that^uch  a  man  sbould  have, 
suffered  his  nature  to  become  gradually  d^Hraved 
into  the  possibility  of  perpetrating  deliberate  murder« 
At  the  same  time  society  must  feel  relieved  "by  cast« 
ing  off  from  its  bosom  a  being  who,  having  choaea 
the  path  of  crime,  was  equally,  fonmdable  from  the 
laxity  of  his  principles  and  the  starMgth  of  his  pas^ 
sions,  from  the  unbounded  influence  bis  mental  vigour 
gave  him  over  his  associates,  and  from  his  utter  fear' 
leiRiew  of  daager  and  of  death. 

2  V 
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It  inigfai  have  Beeii  natural  to  expect  that  the  (ate 
of  Thnrtell  would  liave  excited,  if  not  terror,  at  least 
reflection  in  the  mind  of  many  of  his  former  asso^ 
ciates ;  but,  extraordinary  as  it  may  qipear,  it  is  still 
not  lesst  true,  that  iJiough  they  were  aware  that 
Thurtell's  first  plunge  into  crime  was  occasioned  by 
his  predilection  for  prize-fighting  dnd  similar  savage 
amusements,  many  of  them  were  speculating,  at  tiie 
very  moment  before  his  death,  whetiier  he  had  heard 
of  a  fight  which  took  place  near  Worcester,  on  the 
previous  Wednesday,  between  Spring  and  an  Irish- 
man of  the  name  of  Langan,  for  what  is  called  the 
champioiwhip  of  England. 

We  know  not  what  tlie  feeKngs  of  such  men  may 
be ;  but  we  should  have  expected,  that  if  they  enter- 
tained the  slightest  regard  for  the  good  opinion  of 
their  fellow-countrymen,  they  would  have  refrained 
from  venturing  upon  such  a  topic  at  such  a  moment. 
No  words  can  describe  our  disgust  at  conduct  so  re* 
volUng  to  decency,  humanity,  and  all  proper  feeling. 
We  shall  only  say,  that  it  was  in  perfect  keeping  with 
the  parties  from'  whom  it  proceeded :  we  mean  the 
gentlemen  of  the/a;icy — the  ruffians  of  the  ring. 


REMOVAL  OP  THE  BODY. 

The  bcdy  of  the  culprit  remained  suspended  for 
one  hour,  during  which  time  the  greater  part  of  ttie 
multitude  remained.  At  the  expiration  of  that  pe- 
riod, the  Upper  Turnkey  unscrewed  the  handcuffs 
from  the  wrists  of  the  deceased,  and  tlie  irons  from 
bis  legs.  A  plank  was  then  placed  across  the  space 
through  which  tlie  body  was  hangings  and  the  ex- 
ecutioner asceiided,  and  untying  the  rope  at  the  top, 
lowered  the  corpse  into  the  arms  of  three  javelin- 
men  who  received  it  beneath.  ' 

It  was  then  carried  into  the  Chapel,  where  a  plat- 
form was  prepared  for  its  reception  in  one  of  the 
pews.     The  Under-Sheriff  followed,  and  under  his 
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directions,  it  was  immediately  stripped.  When  the 
cap  was  jSrst  removed,  the  countenance  was  some- 
what discoloured,  but  in  a  short  time  assumed  the 
.ordinaiy  hue  of  death.  The  eyes  were  open»  and 
the  lips  were  unusually  prominent. '  Some  moisture 
had  exuded  from  the  mouth,  and  wetted  one  side  of 
the  cap.  The  ends  of  his  fingers  were  livid,  and 
the  mark  roimd  his  neck  was  stronger  than  is  usually 
.ohserved.  This  may  have  arisen  from  the  violence 
of  the  fall,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  vertebre 
were  completely  dislocated. 

The  form  of  the  unfortunate  deceased  was  in  the 

highest  degree  symmetrical  and  muscular*  and  was 

spoken  of  by  the  surgeon  who  was  present  as  distin- 

guidied  for  every  indication  of  strength  and  activity. 

^     It  was  said  that  an  application  had  been  made  by 

the  friends  of  the  deceased  to  have  the  body,  fox  Oie 

.purpose  of  being  interred  at  Norwich — ^an  applicatibh 

^wbich  was  seconded  by  Thurtell  himself.  The  Under- 

Sl^eriff,  however,  felt,  that  consistently  with  his  duty, 

.and  the  terms  of  the  sentence  which  had  been. passed 

on .  the  prisoner,  he  cpnld  not  comply,  with  these 

wishes,  and  therefore  resolved  that  the  law  should 

be  complied  with  in  every  respect. 

The  body  was  accordingly  delivered  to  Mr.  Col-  ' 
beck,  >  the  surgeon  of  the  gaol,  who»  with  his  assist- 
ant, proceeded  so  far  in  tlic  anatomizing  process  as  to 
comply  with  the  letter  of  the  law  ;  immediately  after 
which  it  was  despatched  to  London,as  had.  been  pre- 
viously dctennined,  and  was  lodged  in  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital  the  same  evening.  .    ! 


PUBLIC  VIEW  OF  THE  BODY  OF 

THURTELL.  * 

•  •  •  ...  , ,  _ 

On  the  following  moriring  it  became  generally 
Inown  that  the  mortal  remains  of  the  nnhappf  culprit 
were  lying  withiii  the  walls  of  the  Hospital.  The 
public  feeliiig^  which,  from  the  commencement  of 
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tfai$  tragic  trent  bad  nev^r  for  a  moment  sabsided, 
tbus  received  an  additional  and  somewhat  unexpected 
stimulus.  Multitudes  of  persons  assembled,*  and  alter 
some  Kttle  attempt  at  restriction,  an  almost  indescri- 
.ininate  admission  of  the  pablie  took  pkce,  which* 
continued  for  ihree  or  four  days  * . 
'  The  corpse  was  at  first  plaeed  in  a  small  room 
contiguous  to  lihe  Theatre  of  Anatomj,  intewbieh 
not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  persons  ooefd  con- 
^enientty  be  admitted  at  one  time,  hut  was  subse* 
qpently  removed  into  the  Anatomical  llieatve  for  tile 
convenience  of  the  isorgical  lecturesi  by  Mr.  Aber- 
nethy,  and  oQier  eminent  sm^geons.  It  was  five  feet 
'ten  inches  and  a  Tialf  in  length,  and  remarkable  for 
its^  muscularity  and  symmetry^  and  for  the  oieameas 
of  the  skin.  It  was  evident  that  Thurtetl  had  died 
in  a  state  of  the  most  vigorous  health ;  and  from  tbo 
appearancq^  of  the  fimbs,  it  was  difficult  to  imagine 
that  they  ev^n  yet  wanted  some  portion  of  the 
'Strength  and  elasticity  which  seems  to  have  onee 
eharacterisBed  t&em.  His  features  were  altered,  though 
nat,  in  Ae  common  sense  of  the  word,  distortai» 


*  Amon^  ibe.persoiui  iirho  aTailed  theniselres  of  this  oppor* 
funity  of  viewing' the  r^ains  of  Tbttrtell,  were  about  twealy 
persons  hefenging  to  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Kelly,  the  p«b» 
llsher''of  this  work ;  with  whom  bm  emiiieiil  artiiit  attended 
4ln*  the  pmpMe  of  Tenfyiaf^  to  the  eitrenmt  possbk  foitii  o[ 
jfhklitj  our  portrait  of  tte  great  crimiiiaL  The  tesoll  of  hh 
cUcxrts  hasb€«B  hisbly  satisfactory;  for  we  are  thereby  enablled 
to  add  to  our  excdknt  portrait  of  nurtett  wktie  Iiriiig,  a  ftuth* 
fol  rejMresentation  of  his  countenance  when  dead.  It  was 
finished  from  a  cast  taken  from  his  face,  in  proof  c^  the  accic 
racy  mi  aeaatnenesB  of  wUcb  we  can  assure  our  readafs^  that 
while  in  the  jpoftsession  of  oar  artisl,  mant  haira  from  the  eye- 
brows and  wbiskers  of  ihe  deceased,  which  had  detached  tfaeia* 
selves  with  the  plaster  mould,  were  still  adh^ing. 

TUf^vasyemMSfelie  hasnat^  wo  beUcsi^  been  accesaiUb 
lorafiy  otMHT  yuUiahar^  and  weacctrdingly  hata  the  salisfaa- 
liaarof  behig  tbt  £rsl»  if  not  Ihe  only,  medium  of  eommuB»- 
eaiiiig  tt  fs  mar  SiAseribers  in  partkmar,  and  t^tba  puWe  at 
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THE  PHRENOLOGISTS. 

Among  those  who  were  most  early  and  most  aiULious 
in  their  attendance  to  view  the  body,  were  a  class 
t>f  people  who  advocate  the  brutal,  stupid,*  and  de- 
moralizing doctrine,  called  phrenology.  Theae  wor« 
>diies  were  all  a-gog  to  find  a  very  common  promi- 
iwnce  behind  and  above  the  ear,  which  they  are 
pleased  to  call  ''the  organ  of  destructiveness,'^  or 
murder.  Most  unfortunately  for  the  dabblers  in  this 
science,  it  happened  th^  this  bump  or  prominence 
was  not  to  be  found  on  the  head  of  what  was  Thar- 
.tell ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  organ  of  destmo* 
.tiveness  was  not  at  all  prominent  or  developed.  This 
was  ''  water  in  the  shoes'*  of  the  phrenologists  ;  but 
?what  was  still  worse,  was,  that  "the*  organs  of 
lienevolence,''  and  of  *^  caution"  were,  very  strongly 
marked.  They,  however,  consoled  themselves  wi& 
saying,  that  the  organ  of  courage  was  very  1«rgc, 
;and  that  the  intellectual  organs  seemed  scarcely  Ae- 
veloped.     However,  these  gentlemen,  nothing  daunt- 


*  The.  following  anecdote  viU  shew  ^^bat  use  these 
pherers  of  the  marks  Qn  th^  heads  of. others,  make  of  the  eoa* 
tents  of  tbeir  own. — '*  Some  -time  ago  a  •gentlemaii  foupd;  a 
large  turnip  in  his  field,  of  the  shape  of  a  man's  head,  apd  with 
the  resemblance  of  the  features  of  a  man.     Struck  with  the 
curiosity,  he  had  a  cast  made  from  it,  and  sent  the  cast  to  a 
Society  of  Phrenologists,  stating,  that  it  was  taken  from  the 
head  of  Baron  Turenj^urtZi  a  cdebrated  Polish  professor,  and 
requesting  their  opinion  thereon.     After  sitting  in  judgment, 
4hey  seieutiUcidly  examined  the  east,  in  which  they  d«:!arad 
.that  they  had  discovered  an  unusual  prominence,  which  da- 
noled  that  he  was  a  man  of  an  acute  mind  and  deep  research, 
•that  he  bad  the  orean  of  quick  perception,  and  also  of  perse* 
'Veranee,  with  anotner  that  indicated  credidity.    The  opinion 
•was  totmsmitted  to  the  owner  of  the  cast,  with  a  letter,  request- 
ing as  a  particular  favour  that  he  would  send  them  the  h6ad ; 
to  this  he  politely  replied,  *«  that  he  would  willinffly  do  so,  but 
was  prevented,  as  he  and  bis  family  had  eaien  it  me  day  before 
with  thfnr  mutUm  at  dinner." 
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ed,  win  argue  that  this  oharaoter  of  Thurtell  just  cnHt* 
responded  to  tiie  appearance  bf  the  ikul).  Such  » 
the  advantage  which  this  science  possesses,  that  if 
the  skull,  according  to  their  theory,  suits  tiie  pre- 
vious!/ known  character  of  the  possessor  it  is  well ; 
if  not,  tiiey  make  another  character  to  suit* 

TIte  case  of  Thurtell,  will,  however,  no  doubt 
give  a  death-blow  to  this  fantastical  and  baybwriziog^ 
theory,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  dreanddng 
visionaries  Gall  and  Spursdieim. 


HtJNrS  ACCOUNT  OP  THE  LAST 
MOMENTS  OP  TftURTELL. 

The  following  narrative  by  Hunt  appeared  a  few  days 
after  the  execution  of  his  fellow-prisoner : — 

**  While  we  v^eve  upon  trial,  Thurtell  treated  me 
very  distantly ;  and  when  his  Irother  was  giving  his 
evidence,  I  could  not  hdp  expressing  my  astonish* 
ment  at  his  attributing  to  me  the  very  expressionis 
which  John  Thurtell  himself  had  used  respecting  our 


*  The  gullibility  of  a  portion  of  the  public  on  this  ridiciiloiis 
subject  was  turned  to  account,  by  a  fellow  who  went  about  ex* 
hibiting  for  a  small  gratuity  what  he  had  the  impudence  to  de« 
dare  to  be  the  head  of  Thurtdl.  The  flesh  of  the  face  was 
removed,  probably  to  prevent  detection  by  any  one  who  might' 
chance  to  Know  Thurtell ;  the  hair,  ears,  and  teeth  were  still  at* 
tached  to  the  skull.  The  story  that  the  fellow  told,  was  that 
he  had  bought  the  head  of  the  surgeons,  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  at  a  large  price,  with  the  intention  of  ei^ibiting  it.  | 
.  The  rascal,  however,  had  sense  enough  ta  perceive  that  phre* 
nology  was  the  reigning  folly  of  the  day,  and  hence  he  haif 
acquired  a  smattering  of  that  science,  by  the  aid  of  which  he 
pointed  out  and  explained  the  different  bumps  to  be' found  upon 
this  skull,  which  he  exhibited.  He  of  course  did  not  forfMt 
the  protuberance  indicative  of  destructivenessf  (altboiu[h  the 
master-quacks  bad  been  compelled  to  acknowledge  ifxex  there  . 
was  no  such  protuberance)  and  it  -was  in  consequence,  he  told 
his  dupes,  of  the  man  being  bom  with  his  head  of  this  pecidiar 
conformation  that  he  committed  the  murden 


vtHxW  JobA  nplM,  f  Y€s,  dM't  ftbrpt  y«indr» 
iftH'H  haw  inwe  of  it  fteaaaULf;  we  Imve  mSmIk^^ 
done  with  yeu  yet/  But  when  be  afterwosdi,  m  ail^ 
dreMDg  Ibe  Jury,  wanted  to  Uy  the  whole  crime  en 
ma  and  Probert,  I  w«a  lost  in  eBtomahinent,  aad 
etery  thing  appeared  enveloped  in  mist;  but  I  shall 
nerw  fengpt^his  horrid  exprtnien  of  conntenaBM 
when  he  flpoKe  of  Barber  Beaumont  and  Mr.  Springs 
field — I  was  really  frightened  to  loek  at  hinu 

**  Directly  we  left  the  bar,  Thurtell  addressed  me 
in  the  most  friendly  and  familiar  manner,  and,  sbak-  ^ 
ing  me  by  the  band«  said,   '  It's  all  up,  Joe;  we 
must  now  make  the  best  of  it,  and  bdia¥e  manfully. 
I  forgive  you  for  every  thing  with  all  my  heart.' 

<'  As  We  oame  along  back  in  the  chaise,  Thurtell 
asked  Mr.  Wilson  '  if  we  were  not  to  be  executed  la 
die  gravel-f  it  opposite  the  gaol  ?'  Mr.  Wilson  an- 
swered. *  he  briieve^  so/ — *  Then,'  sud  Ttenrt^^ 
'  I  kope  yon  will  have  two  hsif  hnndfed  weights  tied 
to  my  legi»  and  give  a  good  fall,  so  that  I  may  difr 
instantly/  I  was  greatly  depressed,  and  begged  hte- 
not  to  talk  so.  Thurtell  replied,  '  Don't  tell  me, 
old  fellow ;  whats  ^  nse  ef  repinii^?  X  hope  yett 
will  meet  year  fate  like  a  man,  as  I  shall -do.  I  em 
prepared  now,  a»  I  told  the  Judge  te-nigbt,  and  Ibt 
sooner  the  business  is  over  the  better/ 

**  While  we  were  on  our  way,  Thurtell  expressed 
a  great  desire  to  have  some  refreshment,  and  addres* 
sing  Mr.  Wilson,  said,  ^  J  hope  you  wiU  be  id>le  to 
give  ns  something  to  eat,  for  I  nm  almost  famished/ 
Mr.  Wilson  replied,  that  it  was  against  tlie  law  to 
allow  any  tbing  but  bread  and  water;  «id  that  li. 
gaoW*  would  be  liable  to  lose  his  situation,  and  for- 
feit a  hundred  pounds,  if  he  broke  through  die  rde. 
Thurtell  said,  ^  1  hope,  old  ^kw,  ymt  will  manage 
to  get  something  better  than  that/  Mr.  Wilson  said» 
he  would  try  what  he  could  do  when  he  got  up  ta 
the  prison,  and  he  dsre  aay  the  Sheriff  would  net  be 
very  strict  in  obeying  the  faw. 
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*'  After  we  had  been  kkidly  fllmished  wMh  some 
rtfresliment  by  Mr.  Wibon,  I  was  confmed  in  OM 
cell  and  Thnrtell  in  anotiier. 

''  Throughout  the  night  of  Wednesday  I  Was  ill 
great  distress  and  anguish  of  mind,  as  I  fully  expected 
that  I  was  to  suffer  on  the  Friday  morning  with 
Thurtell ;  but  early  in  the  next  day,  Mr.  Wilson  told 
me  he  believed  I  was  not  then  to  be  executed.  About 
twelve  o'clock,  on  Thursday,  Mr.  Wilson  came  to 
tell  me  tliat  Thurtell  wished  me  to  be  in  the  same 
cell  with  him,  and  I  adcordingty  went.  On  entering 
»  his  cell  I  found  him  talking  with  Mr.  Sutton,  the 
High-Sheriff,  and  with  Mr.  Franklin.  Mr.  Sutton 
told  me  that  Thurtell  was  perfectly  reconciled  to  me, 
and  wished  me  to  be  so  with  him;  and  Thurtell 
came  and  shook  hands  with  me,  and  said,  *  I  do  freely 
forgive  you,  Joe,  but  I  have  no  one  to  thwok  for 
this  but  you/ 

**  We  were  together  at  thtf  condemned  sermon  oil 
Thursday,  and  while  in  the  pew  I  was  greatly  affect- 
ed, Thurtell  endeavoured  to  soothe  me,  but  at  the 
same  time  said,  *  Hunt,  you  brought  it  all  upon 
yourself;  if  you  had  not  told  where  the  body  was, 
there  could  have  been  no  trial,  and  we  should  have 
been  safe.'  I  answered,  *  it  was  to  be  so,  and  it 
cannot  be  helped ;  and  if  it  had  not  then  been  di- 
vulged, it  must  have  come  out  at  some  other  time.' 

**  In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  and  evening  Thur- 
tell talked  a  good  deal  about  the  trial,  and  said  to 
Mr.  Wilson,  if  it  had  taken  place'^at  the  Old  Bailey, 
we  must  both  have  been  acquitted,  for  who  could 
believe  a  word  that  Probert  swore,  after  his  stating 
that  Hunt  told  him  where  to  set  him  down,  when  it 
was  well-known  that  Hunt  was  never  there  in^  his  life 
—this  ought  to  have  been  enough  to  have  acquit* 
iidd  us.' 

"  Thurtell  also  said  to  me,  •  if  I  had  known  as 
much  when  the  trial  was  first  to  have  come  on^  as  I 
do  now,  I  would  have  asked  Mr.  Ibrmer  to  let  yo« 
aiy  that  I  wae  innocent,  and  that  you  Mid  Prob^ 
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did  the  murder ;  and  I  am  sure  Mr.  Harmer  would 
have  consented,  because,  if  I  bad  been  cleared,  you 
must  have  been  acquitted^  and  Probert  only  would 
have  suffered/ 

'*  He  several  times  declared,  that  he  would  not 
change  situations  with  Probert,  because  his  sufferings 
would  soon  be  at  an  end,  but  Probert  must  lead  a  life 
of  wretchedaess. 

''  In  the  course  of  conversation,  Tburtell  told  Mr. 
Wilson,  that  if  he  had  been  acquitted,  and  obtained 
his  liberty,  there  was  one  man  whom  he  should  cer« 
tainly  have  destroyed,  but  he  would  forbear  mention- 
ing the  name.  Mr.  Wilson  said,  ^  then  it  is  much 
better  as  it  is,  because  you  would  only  have  been 
more  deeply  in  crime.*  Tburtell  answered,  ^  perhaps 
^  is,  and  I  am  satisfied.' 

*'  In  the  coufse  of  the  evening,  Tburtell  told  seve- 
ral anecdotes  about  Probert  and  his  associates,  par- 
ticularly lawyer tnd  Mr«  H. ;  among  otii^ps, 

he  said,  that  Probert  and  these  two  persons  were  in 
Hie  jigger  at  GilFs  Hill ;  that  it  was  a  most  successful 
business,  for  they  were  getting  jf  300  a-week  when 
the  following  accidental  circumstance  broke  it  up : — 
The  man  who  set  up  the  still,  and  worked  it,  passed 
as  Probert's  gardener ;  and  from  his  working  occa- 
sionally in  the  garden,  and  wearing  a  suitable  dress, 
every  bodj  in  the  nei^bourhood  supposed  be  was  the 
character  which  he  assumed,  until  one  evening  he 
went  to  a  public-house  to  smoke  his  pike,  where 
there  happened  to  be  two  Excise-officers,  who  knew 
him  to  be  an  old  hand  at  private  stills,  and  they  di- 
rectly asked  him  where  he  lived  ?     As  this  question 
was  in  the  hearing  of  the  publican,  he  could  not  dis« 
guise  the  fact ;  and  he  therefore  said,  *  1  have  left  off 
the  old  trade,  and  have  gone  to  my  own  business, 
and  am  living  as  gardener  to  Mr.  Probert,  at  Gill's  t 
Hill  Cottage.'    The  Excise-officers  appeared  satis- 
fied with  this  explanation,  but  the  man  went  home  as 
expeditiously  as  possible,  and  communicated  what 
had  occurred;  when,  expecting  that  they  might  be 
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soon  favoured  with  a  visit,  they  all  set  to  work,  and 
removed  every  vestige  of  the  illegal  distillery  in  the 
course  of  the  night.  Next  morning,  sure  enough, 
the  officers  came,  but  found  they  were  too  late,  and 
got  nothing  for  their  journey. 

*'  In  the  course  of  the  evening  Thurtell  read  to  me 
and  the  people  who  were  sitting  up  with  him,  and 
about  one  o'clock  he  prepared  to  go  to  bed ;  Wore 
he  went  to  sleep,  he  asked  me  to  read  to  him  the 
Lord's  Prayer,  which  I  did,  and  he  then  fell  into  a 
sound  repose ;  and  although  there  was  occasionally  a 
considerable  noise  in  tiie  room,  and  every  time  I 
moved  or  turned,  my  fetters  made  a  great  clank,  he 
did  not  awake  outright,  but  only  now  and  tiien  while 
I  was  laying  by  his  side  crying,  he  muttered  out  in  a 
low  tone,  *  God  bless  you,  Joe,  I  hope  you  will  be 
saved.' 

'*  About  seven  o*cIock  Mr.  Wilson  came  into  the 
cell  with  some  breakfast,  and  Thurtell  was  then  so 
sound  asleep,  that  Mr.  Wilson  was  obliged  to  shake 
him  by  the  arm  two  or  three  times  before  he  awoke. 

*'  Mr.  Franklin,  the  Ordinary,  came  soon  after« 
wards,  and  assisted  him  in  his  religious  duties;  but 
when  Mr.  Franklin  proposed  to  read  prayers,  Thur* 
tell  said  he  would,  with  the  Clergjrman's  permission, 
read  theih  himself,  and  he  read  them  aloud  most 
beautifbHy.  After  we  fiad  taken  the  sacrament,  and 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  he  went  out  to  suf* 
fer,  Thurtell  said  to  Mr.  Wilson,  '  I  have  one  more 
favour  to  request  of  you,  if  you  can  oblige  me.*  Mr. 
Wilson  asked  what  it  was  ?  Thurtell  said,  '  It  is  to 
Cell  me  how  the  great  fight  terminated?'  Mr.  W. 
said  he  did  not  know,  but  he  would  go  out  and  in- 
quire ;  he  did  so,  and  on  his  return,  he  said,  '  It  has 
been  a  hard  fought  battle,  it  lasted  for  two  hours  and 
five  minutes,  and  Spring  was  a  great  deal  punishedt 
but  he  has  won  it.'  «On  which  Thurtell  said,  '  I  am 
glad  of  it ;  God  bless  him,  he  is  an  old  friend  of 
mine.' 

"In  about  five  minutes  after  this,  the  Under-Shcr- 
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came  into  tbe  cell,  and  he  said  he  was  quite 
ready.  As  we  were  walking  to  the  place  of  exe- 
cation,  Tfaurtell  said,  '  My  courage  has  not  forsaken 
me  up  to  this  moment ;'  and  then  shaking  his  head  at 
me»  he  said,  *  Joe»  Joe,  you  should  have  kept  your 
own  counsel,  and  then  it  would  not  have  been  thus !' 
**  We  were  now  near  the  last  door  which  he  had  to 
pass  to  ascend  the  scaffold,  and  I,  in  the  greatest 
affliction,  took  his  hand  to  bid  him  a  final  farewell ; 
he  received  my  band  in  one  of  his,  and  lifting  up  the 
other  as  high  as  the  handcuffs  would  permit,  he  clap- 
ped it  down  upon  my  grasped  hand,  and  pressing  it 
fervently^  he  said,  '  God  bless  you,  old  fellow,  I 
liope  you  will  be  saved !'  I  pressed  his  hands  to  my 
lips,  and  was  tottering  with  agoay,  and  should  have 
aunk  down  on  tbe  ground  had  not  Mr.  Wilson  and 
some  gentlemen  kindly  come  to  my  assistance." 


This  statement,  if  true,  and  vile  as  its  source  may 
be,  it  must  be  admitted  to  contain  strong  interned 
evidence  of  authenticity,  shows  the  '^  leading  passioi^ 
strong  in  death."  Thurtell  was  decidedly  a  sporting 
character,  and  in  this  view  the  appalling  levity  ex- 
hibited by  a  man  on  the  point  of  expiating  his 
crimes  upon  the  gibbet,  may  lose  some  of  its  revolt- 
ing features.  It  is,  however,  quite  in  keeping  with 
the  coarse  joke  of  the  Tumbler^  (see  note,  p.  316) 
ftnd  the  compound  of-  slang,  sarcasm,  and  sentiment, 
embodied  in  the  account  of  the  interviews  of  Pierce 
Egan  with  Thurtell.  How  are  we  to  reconcile  this 
slang  and  trifling  with  the  professions  of  conviction 
and  ghostly  comfort,  said  to  be  derived  from  the 
pious  offices  of  the  worthy  Divine  who  attended  with 
so  much  zeal  during  the  last  days  of  the  wretched 
criminal's  existence  ? 
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Having  thus  fiilly  and  faithfully  detailed  the  whole 
of  the  facts  relative  to  this  most  extraordinary  afiair, 
carefully  abstaining  throughout  our  narrative  from  a 
repetition  of  the  gross  errors  and  absurdities  which 
were  propagated  on  the  occasion,  we  shall  proceed 
to  our  promised 

EXPOSEE  OF  THE  GAMBLERS, 

and  reserve  for  an'  Appendix  the  particulars  of  the 
fate  of  Tiiurteirs  confederates — Hunt  and  Probert — 
and  also  certain  interesting  documents  illustrative  of 
the  foregoing  narrative. 


ERRATA. 

From  the  rapidity  irith  wbich  tbe  present  work  was  published, 
gome  few  errors  of  the  press  naturally  escaped  in  the  early  part 
of.  our  yery  extensive  impression.  We  therefore  bq;  our 
readers  to  correct  the  following  inaccuracies. 

Page  83,  line  l^fcr  Thomas  read  John. 

44,  12  from  bottom,  for  the  two  Thurtells  and  Pro- 
bert,  read  ^oonThurtell,  Hunt,  and  Probort. 
91*  ^ffo''  injunction  of  the -Lord  Chancellor  read  a 
rule  for  a  criminal  information  in  the  Coort 
of  King's  Bench. 
840,  1,  and  throughout  the  page,  for  Holman  read 
Coleman. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

General  Remarks  on  Naming  and  its  destructive  consequences 
— list  of  Gambling  Houses  at  the  West  End,  and  Nick- 
Names  of  the  principal  Black  Legs — Schemes  laid  to  entrap 
their  dupes — Uescription  of  a  Gambler  al  Rouge  et  Nob. 

Of  all  the  disgraceful  scenes  which  defomt  tiie  me- 
tropolis, the  most  vicious  and  minoufl  is  that  of  the 
fashionable  hells,  or  rouge  et  noir  gambling ;  and  it  is 
matter  of  astonishment  and  reproach,  that  they  have 
yet  remained  undisturbed  by  the  law,  and  hitherto 
unnoticed  by  the  public  press.  At  ttus  time  a  large 
number  of  these  sinks  of  iniquity  are  open  for  the 
purposes  of  fraud  and  seduction  in  noon-day,  and  not 
a  few '  profane  the  sabbath  by  their  diabolical  and 
sinful  practices. 

Although  the  metropolis  has  been  time  out  of  mind 
infested  with  the  imps  of  play,  it  has  only  been  within 
the  last  ten  years  that  they  have  dared  thus  openly  to 
pursue  the  practice  in  the  broad  face  of  day.  It  may 
oe  impossible  td  entirely  suppress  the  vice  of  gamb- 
ling, but  surely  some  legislative  enactment  might  be 
found  which  would  destroy  the  bands  of  well*oigan- 
]2ed  gamblers  who  now  spread  their  nets  for  tize  mi- 
wary,  and  pursue  their  infamous  courses  in.  ^e  very 
centre  of  British  society,  and  in  the  neis^lboorhood 
6f  the  throne  and  the  two  booses  of  purliament. 

The  dreadful  infatuation  of  gambling  it  so  noto* 
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rious,  and  its  evil  tendency,  and  effects  so  Constantly 
before  our  eyes,  that  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every 
man,  agreeably  to  our  several  stations  and  capacities, 
to  use  the  best  means  of  checking  the  growth  of  this 
.destructive  vice.  It  is  for  this  purpose,  and  without 
any  personal  feeling,  that  we  venture  upon  the  bold 
task  of  exposing,  in  all  its  varied  and  disgusting  de- 
formities, the  history  and  practices  of  the  gambling- 
houses  of  the  metropolis. 

Here  is  a  fidd— "  wherein  the  pride 
Of  satire,  pouring  down  in  fuUest  tide, 
May  spread  wide  yengeance  round ;  yet  all  the  while 
*  Justice  beholds  the  nun  with  a  smile." 

In  exposing  the  vice  we  shall^  however^  cautiously 
avoid  giving  additional  pain  to  the  agonized  feelings 
of  those  who,  from  the  force  of  example  and  the  se- 
ductive influence  of  fashion,  may  have  been  incaa* 
tiously  made  the  dupes  of  wily  and  experienced 
sharpers. 

Our  object  is  only  to  attack  the  incorrigible  and 
the  acknowledged  professor ;  the  hunter  who  starts 
the  game,  and  pursues  his  victim  till  he  has,  for  his 
own  base  purpose,  plunged  him,  and  with  him,  wife^ 
children,  kindred,  friend,  into  the  gulf  of  misery^ 
peDi||9>  and  destruction*     To  unravd  the  mystic 
web  of  secrecy  with  which  these  sharpers  have  sur- 
rounded themselves,  was  a  work  of  no  mean  exertion 
or  raterprise.    That  we  have  succeeded  (beyond 
even  our  most  sanguine  wishes,)  will  be  of  little  gra- 
tification to  us^  if  we  should  fail  in  producfaig  what 
we  most  desire,  the  interference  of  the  legislature  in 
sojppressing  these  schools  of  infamy.    To  this  end  we 
labaur,  and  to  effect  this  purpose  we  shall  give  a  his- 
tory if  the  different  gambling-houses,  the  proprietors* 
the  fregyaenters,  the  game,  houirs  of  play,  stakes 
played  f6^;  with  such  anecdotes  as  will  tend  to  iUua* 
trate  and  exfiose  the  banefiii  and  pernicioag  effiecU  of 
gambUngc 
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*As  Ptodemoniom  opened  to  tbe  view 
Of  Satan,  and  his  diabolic  crew, 
So  does  the  modern  Hell  with  brilliant  light. 
Attract  with  wonder  every  stranger's  sight; 
Art  has  been  pillag'd  at  a  vast  expense, 
To  please  the  mind  and  gratify  each  sense. 
A  flow'ry  path,  which  leads  to  every  vice, 
For  earthly  fiends  an  earthly  paradise ! 
Its  grandeur,  beauty,  and  magnificence, 
Might  grace  the  palace  of  an  eastern  prince,. 
While  brilliant  chandeliers  reflect  on  high. 
The  rival  splendour  of  an  Indian  sky. 

Behold!  what  characters  the  rooms  contain, 
Assembled  for  the  sake  of  paltry  gain. 
The  old  infatuated  gambler  there, 
Eyeing  each  object  from  his  elbow-chair, 
And  planning  how  their  cash  he  can  command*. 

Is  what  remains  of  great « • ! 

Time  is  too  slow.    Tho'  ninety  summers  pass. 
To  cobl  his  rage  for  gaming  and  a  lass : 
•  And  now,  tho'  on  the  grave's  dose  verge  he  standi?. 
Palsied  his  head,  his  feelings,  and  bis  hands ; 
Should  but  another  world  to  him  appear. 
His  hopes  are  drinking,  gaming,  and  his  deiTti 
That  flippant  puppy,  with  a  smirking  smile, 
Drew'd  up  in  oil  the  go  of  dandy  style, 
Who  bows  around,  and  greets  each  pigeon  face^ 
With  real  fraud,  and  artificial  grace. 
Who  quickly  oifeni  them  the  game  to  teach, 
Is  npw  the  Honourable  Captain  — « : 
Ere  long,  should  death  a  little  help  afford. 
He'll  be,  no  doubt,  an  honourable  Lord. 

*  The  poetical  extracts  with  which  we  hare  illustrated  this 
[Murt  of  our  subject,  are  extracted  from  an  energetic  and  wefl- 
timed  publication,  entitled  The  6 a  VBUBSy  a  Moral  Poe^f 
published  by  New  and  Son,  Aldgate. 
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That  man  with  foiehead  bald,  and  kcks  ao  grey. 
So  old,  so  imbecile,  and  yet  so  |;ay, 
Sfaasie  on  his  age,  religion  be  forsakes, 
And  joins  the  circle  of  licentious  rakes ; 
The  vhirUng  eddy  of  life's  stream  pursues, 
Tho'  nature  e?ery  attribute  refuse. 
See  him,  in  dandy  dress  and  proud  essay, 
Ogle  the  nymphs,  and  study  to  betray; 
Poor  frigid  soul !  no  spark  of  youthful  fire 
Remains  to  gratify  a  vain  desire ; 
Fled  is  the  god,  which  once  possessed  each  sense, 
'    And  leaves  him  a  mere  shade  of  impotence ; 
Useless  in  every  thing  that  tends  to  fame, 
Exoq>t  the  base  propensity  for  game ; 
True  honour  blushes,  valour  shakes  its  head, 
To  see  a  knave  like  this  disgrace  the  red. 
Look  in  the  Army  List,  behold  his  name, 
Beflecting  on  that  book  a  lasting  shame. 
A  British  chief,  who  more  than  once  or  twice. 
Explained  the  principles  of ^  dice. 

Can  you  the  name  of  that  old  swindler  guess  ? 
The  knowing,'  ci-devanU  French  Marquis  S. 
Each  day  his  fortune  at  the  Hell  he  seeks. 
And  lives  on  plunder  won  from  English  Greeks. 
Land  of  corruption  and  debauchery, 
Immoral  fVance !  we  owe  this  bcuie  fu  thee. 
Tho'  British  arms  defeat  thee  in  the  fields 
Britain  must  now  to  Gallic  vices  yield. 
Contagion,  which  extends  on  every  hand, 
And,  like  a  torrent,  inundates  the  land. 

The  gambling-house  displays  a  heterogeneous  mass 
of  human  character,  weakness,  folly,  and  duplicity, 
that  is  not  to  be  met  with  in  any  other  situation.  We 
sliall  (^deavour  to  place  an  impartial  picture  before 
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(be  '^yea  of  our  readers,  aod  it  wifl  be  the  fnult  of 
(iboae  who  are  addicted  to  play»  if  they  do  not  profit 
by  the  exposure. 

The  followiDg  k  a  list  of  the  principal  gambling* 
houses : — 

The  G—  H .  in  P—  M— ,  formerly  con- 
ducted by  a  Clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England, 
(lately  abolished).   In  addition  to  whidi,  there  are — 

!    Five  Houses  in  Pall  MaU  One  House  in  Jermyn-street 

Two  in  St.  James's-street  One  in  Clereland-vow 

One  in  Bennett-street  One  in  Piccadilly 

Two  in  King-street  One  ip  Leicester-square 
Four  in  Bury-street 

To  which  might  be  added  a  long  list  of  minor 
Hells,  in  and  about  the  same  neighbourhood. 

Some  of  the  principal  Black  Legs  are  known 
among  their  own  fraternity  by  the  following  nick- 
names : — 

The  Leviathan  The  Hathematicj^n 

The  Black  Dwarf  The  Hebrew  Star 

The  Calculator  Boniface 

The  Neptune  The  Four  German  Barons 

Jack  Spiggot,  Coaxing  Tom 

Captain  Whimper  The  Pill  Gilder 

Mother  Bunch  Count  Bluster 

Ella  Rosenberg  Old  Square  Toes 
Portugal  John 

To  these  might  be  added  a  very  numerous  list  of 
persons  of.  the  very  highest  rank  in  the  states  not  ex- 
cepting some  of  orthodox  habits,  from  the  top  of  no- 
bility down  to  the  very  lowest  of  the  low,  the  scum 
and  outcast  of  society,  all  commingled  and  identified 
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in  one  ruinous  vice ;  all  following  the  same  criminar 
pursuits,  and  each  one  endeavouring,  by  every  meanr 
in  his  power,  to  ruin  his  fellow. 

Behold  Lord      ■■■  in  affable  diaooime 
IVith  one  who  saddled  once  his  Lordship's  horse ! 
N0W9  by  a  system  of  deceptive  vice, 
False  cardSf  false  character,  and  loaded  dice, 
He  lends  the  Peer,  by  adverse  fortune  cross'd. 
Part  of  the  money  which  his  Lordship  lost ; 
And,  for  five  thousand  pounds,  receives  again 
His  Lordship's  name,  and  I.  O.  IJ.  for  ten. 
The  humble  waiter  at  the  — ^  Hotel 
Now  sups  with  noble  gamblers  at  Pall  Mall. 
He,  who  once  filled  a  servant's  wretched  place, 
ElbQW:3  my  LmxI,  and  tipples  with  his  Grace. 
He,  who  wash'd  glasses  ere  superiors  drank, 
Assumes  equality  with  men  of  rank!  ] 

Presents  his  card,  and  with  presuming  air, 
Forgets  he  stood  behind  his  Lordship's  chair. 

That  Marquis,  who  is  now  familiar  grown 

'Vi'itb  every  reprobate  about  the  town, 

Ouce  fiird  his  high  and  enviable  sphere 

With  perfect  honour  as  a  — —  ——, 

Now  sad  transition !  all  his  Lordship's  nights 

Are  pass'd  with  black-legs  and  with  parasites ; 

His  days  with  fancy  adepts  of  the  ring. 

Except  he's  call'd  to  wait  upon  — — -  — - 

For  tho'  degraded,  vicious,  and  iiiq»ure, 

His  Lordship  holds  a  courtly  sinecure. 

Horse  jockies,  broken  tradesmen,  lawyers  see» 

In  vice  and  gaming,  ape  nobility. 

In  dress,  demeanor,  insolence,  and  look ; 

*  And  upstart is  equal  to  a  Duke. 

The  rage  of  gaming,  and  the  circling  glass, 
Eradicate  distinction  in  each  class  j 
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for  he,  who  scarce  a  dinner  can  afford, 
Is  equal  in  importance  with  my  Lord. 
Thus  filthy  steams  from  stagnant  mud  arise, 
Change  into  meteors,  and  illume  the  skies. 
Which,  to  the  simple  rustic,  seen  afar. 
Appear  the  ritals  of  some  blazing  star. 

See  that  poor  feUow,  who  the  ruffians  flout. 

And  turn,  with  marks  of  degradation,  out ; 

Perhaps  his  conduct  is  considered  low, 

Indecorous  and  unbecoming  ?— .^No.-— ^ 

Taught  by  the  knates  that  can  so  well  instruct. 

The  luckless  *'  Pigeon"  has  been  fairly  pluck'd : 

His  poverty  it  is  which  now  provokes 

The  indignation  of  rapacious  '^  rooks.*' 

But  yesterday,  that  simple  youth  was  found. 

Proprietor  of  thirty  thousand  pounds. 

Inveigled  to  this  estecrable  den. 

By  wretches  who  disgcace  the  name  of  men,  ^ 

And  in  one  fatal  night  was  quickly  hurl'd, 

Without  a  doit,  on  as  unfeeling  world : 

Heart-broken,  pennyless,  he  ventures  home : 

But  there  the  bailiffs  had  already  come. 

Despair  attacked  the  youth,  his  shame  to  hide, 

He  rushes  on  unmanly  suicide ; 

Madly  presents  a  pistol  to  his  head, 

And  life  for  ever  in  an  instant  ^ed. 

Such  was  unhappy  E— •tt's  early  doom ; 

Let  pity  drop  a  tear  upon  his  tomb. 

In  London,  where  two  public  crossways  meet, 

A'nother  wretched  gambler  met  his  fate. 

There  justice  does  a  felon's  grave  provide. 

For  the  abandon*d,  guilty  parricide*. 


*  This  dreadful  circnnstanoe  is  of  too  recent  a  date^to  re- 
quire in  this  place  a  more  particular  attention. 
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These  dens  hare  the  appearance  of  private  dwel- 
lings, with  the  exception,  that  the  hall  door  of  each 
is  left  ajar, .  during  the  hours  of  play,  like  those  of 
trap-cages,  ^to  catch  the  passing  pigeons,  and  to  ob- 
viate the  delay  which  might  be  occasioned  by  knock- 
ing ;  a  delay  that  might  expose  the  customers  to  a 
glance  of  an  unsuspecting  creditor,  a  confiding  father, 
or  a  starving  wife.  It  is  generally  understood  that  a 
stranger  must  be  what  they  term  "  introduced"  be- 
fore he  can  get  admissioD»  or  pemtusion,  to  lose  his 
^  money ;  and  this  is  to  obviate  the  danger  of  being 
surprised  by  the  officers  of  the  law :  but  it  is,  alas  ! 
too  easy  to  break  through  that  rule ;  and  any  gentle- 
man, whom  the  door-keeper  has  sufficient  reason  to 
think  is  not  a  constable,  finds  the  avenues  of  these 
labyrinths  too  ready  to  his  foot. 

On  passing  the  outer  door  the  visiter  is  impeded 
by  another  in  the  centre  of  the  hall,  in  which  is  con- 
structed a  small  spy-hole,  exhibiting  the  fixed  ball  of 
%  ruffian's  eye,  intently  examining  his  figure.  If  the 
visiter  is  a  fair  pigeon  or  an  old  crofVj  he  is  at  once 
admitted  by  this  Cyclops,  and  politely  bowed  up 
stairs ;  at  the  top  of  which  another  gate  unbars  its 
power.  To  this  succeeds  the  last  of  these  barriers,  a 
massy  iron  door,  which  on  opening  present$  the  visi- 
ters of  the  house  with  a  scene  of  dazzling  astonish- 
ment. Around  an  oblong  table,  covered  witjii  green 
cloth,  assemble  the  votaries  of  gaming  on  each  side  : 
-  while  in  the  centre  sit  the  priests  of  the  ceremony  : 
one  to  deal  the  cards  and  decide  events,  the  other  to 
assist  him  in  collecting  the  plunder  following  these 
events.  Behind  the  company  are  seen  two  or  three 
of  the  proprietors,  with  eagle-eye,  watching  the  pro- 
gress of  th^ir  gains :  remorseless,  avaricious,  and 
happy,  unmarked  with  the  lines  of  care  which  co»- 
4ract  and  deform  the  feces  of  their  victims, — "  they 
smile,  and  smile,  and  murder  while  they  smile." 

Their  attention  is  always  directed  to  the  Punters, 
(or  Players)  and  they  talk  and  take  snuff  with  them, 
not  forgetting  to  explain  the  fairness  of  the  gara^^ 
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and  the  great  losses  they  have  sustained !  While  the 
stranger's  eye  is  delighted;  and  his  avarice  stimulated 
by  a  profusion  of  money  flying  about  the  table, 
and  heaped  in  the  centre,  his  senses  become  harmo- 
nized with  his  hopes  through  the  influence  of  strong 
wines,  liquors,  &c„  with  which  he  is  unceasingly 
plied  by  the  obliging  waiters ;  and,  believing  that  hvs 
Midas  touch  must  turn  any  thing  into  gold,  he  boldlg 
adventures* 

In  nine  cases  out  of  ten  he  is  succesrful  on  his  fir«t. 
night's  play ;  and  in  the  gl£ure  of  his  imaginary  good 
iartniie,  be  loses  sight  of  all  that  proper  yalue  which 
he  had  before  te6h  accustomed  to  bestow  uped  hi$. 
money ;  he  becomes  profuse  in  his  expenditmre,  be« 
lieving  that  half  an  hour  at  Rouge  et  Noir  will  make 
up  for  all,  and  he  blesses  the  inventor  pf  a  system 
which  ensures  him  all  the  happiness  of  inrfimited  for^ 
tone.  A  few  days,  or  weeks  at  most,  convince  him 
of  his  chimerical  castles;  and  poverty,  contempt, 
and  destruction,  tumble  in  upon  him  with  all  their 
horrors.  It  is  not  unfrequently  the  case,  that  meii 
who  one  day  stood  beside  the  proprietors  of  these 
tables,  not  only  independently,  but  looked  down  upon 
them,  the  next  day  have  been  obliged  to  entreat  their 
pecuniary  assistance,  >and  to  receive  the  mortification 
of  a  refusal. 

DESCRIPTION   OF   A  GAMBLER   AT  AOUGE   ET   NOIR. 

It  is  heart-rending  to  observe  the  progress  of  the 
finfortunate  votaries  to  tiiis  destructive  game,  as  thejr 
gradually  sink  into  the  various  stages  of  misery  and 
want.  A  young  man  of  fortune  is  first  seen  playing 
high  stakes,  with  hundreds,  and  even  thousands  o£ 
pcMinds  before  him;  he  has  alternate  success,  until 
losses  throw  him  off  his  guard :  desperation  thes 
seiaes  him,  and  he  loses  all.  The  following  day  he 
appears  with  anew  capital ;  and  again  is  unsuccessfully 
Thus  he  goes  on,  day  after  day,  until  his  resources 
aie  ezhawted ;  his  credit  gone)  and  hia  character 
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blasted;  he  can  now  only  play  occasionally,  and, 
when  he  does  play,  bis  stake  is  a  crown^  or  less,  as 
the  gambling  bouse  he  frequents,  admits. 

His  appearance,  which  was  at  first  fashionable  and 
gay,  and  his  clothes,  new  and  well-made,  are  now 
sadly  changed.  He  is  haggard  and  pale,  pining  under 
distress  and  care ;  has  passed  the  preceding  night  at 
the  Rouge  Table,  and  afterwards  Kngered  the  time 
away  at  Hazard,  until  five  or  six  in  the  morning,  and 
finished  all  by  a  futile  attempt  at  borrowing  a 
crown,  probably  from  the  waiter  at  the  table ;  bis 
fine  spirit  is  gone ;  he  shuns  the  companions  of  his 
brighter  days,  he  is  himself  avoided,  and  styled  a 
Gambler,  or  Black  Leg.  Llook  at  him, — ^wbere  is 
the  Man  of  Fashion  ?  this  cannot  be  him,  this  young 
man  has  a  rusty  hat  and  tliread-bare  coat  on :  he 
wears  patched  boots,  and  dirty  linen ;  his  pantaloons 
.  are  in  holes,  and  he  is  detected  sneaking  through 
lanes  and  courts  to  avoid  his  crediotrs,  for  he  owes 
money  to  every  person  who  would  trust  him. 

Such  is  the  career  of  th^  Rou^  et  Noir  G  ambler. 


CHAPTER  II. 

The  principal  Hell  described— Maooeuvres  of  the  Black  I^— 
Anecdotes  of  a  Reterend  Divine,  its  founder  and  High  Pnest 
—Cyprian  agency— Frequenters  of  the  G H.* — i  Anec- 
dotes of  Forgery. 

The  first  in  order,  and  in  consequence,  of  these 
Temples  of  Iniquity,  (which  has  lately  been  closed.) 

was  known  by  the  name  of  the  G H -•   This 

gpacious  building  was  fitted  up  in  the  inost  extrava- 

Sant  style  of  modern  elegance,  a  profusion  of  chan- 
eliers  and  candelabras  were  tastefully  arranged  to 
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light  the  victims  to  the  altar  of  seduction.  The  fur- 
niture was  of  the  most  splendid  description,  and  in 
the  ante-room  were  arranged  a  collection  of  the  most 
fragrant  shrubs  and  choice  exotics,  forming  a  grove 
through  which  the  dupes  of  these  demons  were  led  to 
destruction.  , 

This  house  was  opened  by  a  joint  stock  company 
of  the  most  experienced  gamblers,  and  was  intended 
by  its  sumptuous  fittings,  and  extravagant  arrange- 
ments, to  have  been  exclusively  used  for  the  purpose 
of  easing  young  noblemen  and  men  of  fortune  of  their 
superfluous  cash,  and  tlie  unnecessary  incumbrance  of 
a  good  estate,  or  the  more  weighty  diflficulty  of  a 
large  funded  property. 

The  project  originated  with,  and  was  carried  into 
execution  by,  a  Reverend  Divine,  who  officiated  as 
the  high-pricst  of  this  Temple  of  Vice. 

As  there  are  some  curious  circumstances  connected 
with  the  origin  of  this  house,  it  would  not  be  doing 
justice  to  the  parties  or  the  public  to  pass  them  by 
mmoticed,  particularly  as  the  history  abounds  with 
sofiie  curious  characteristic  anecdotes  of  this  class  of 

persons. 

A  banker  had  become  enamoured  of  a  celebrated 
courtesan,  over  whose  confidence  the  Reverend  Pro- 
fessor of  the  Black  Art  had  a  most  unlirolN  99ntr9l? 
This  lady  lived  in  a  very  splendid  style,  kept  her  car- 
riage and  her  establishment  in  elegant  liveries,  gave 
splendid  parties  to  a  few  choice  friends,  and  was  in 
fact  the  gaze  of  fashion,  and  the  great  orb  of  attrac- 
tion among  the  licentious  and  the  giddy,  who  buzz 
around  the  unfathomable  whirlpool  of  destru5tive 
folly.  Many  were  the  attempts  of  the  Banker  to  ob- 
tain an  interview  \fith  tliis  adorable,  but  all  his  ef- 
forts proved  abortive,  till  he  had  made  certain  ar- 
rangements with  the  high-priest  of  her  presence,  her 
orthodox  confessor.  Acceptances  upon  the  Bank- 
ing house  were  given  for  a  sum  of  Five  Thousand 
Pounds,  and  to  this  was  added  a  bonus  of  Two 
Thousand  more  in  ready  rhino ;  such  wl^l  the  infis^ 

2  z2 
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toation  of  this  deladed  man  for  a  notorious  Cyprian^ 
who,  but  a  short  time  before  was  a  nightly  attendant 
in  the  lobbies  of  the  theatres. 

Up  to  this  period,  the  Parson  had  been  a  constant 
visiter  at  the  most  notorious  play  •houses,  occasionally 
picking  up  a  crown  or  guinea  as  the  pigeons  were 
knocked  down  by  die  more  wealthy  and  successful 
players.  Tired-  of  his  dependance  upon  this  preca* 
rious  revenue,  and  elated  with  the  success  of  his  late 
negotiation  (which  far  exceeded  his  former  exploits 
^idi  a  French  chere  antit,)  the  Reverend  determined 
to  form  a  society^^  of  congenial  wortliies  for  the  hu- 
mane and  moral  purpose  of  opening  a  superior  Gam- 
bling House,  llie  abilities  of  the  Parson  were  toi> 
generally  acknowledged  not  to  be  highly  appreciated^ 
and  accordingly  eight  other  depredators  embarked 
with  the  Parson  in  the  New  Gambling  Scheme. 

The  house  was  opened  with  great  eclat,  but  the 
success  was  by  no  means  equal  to  ttic  anticipated  gainst 
of  flie  parties ;  in  short,  the  thing  was  badly  managed ; 
the  entrance  through  seven  difierent  doors  before  y oti 
gained  the  Sanctum  Sanctorum  was  rather  calculated 
to  create  suspicion  in  the  minds  of  the  most  volatile 
4r  thoqgtitl^SS ;  m  fact,  the  object  was  too  notorious, 
^nd  young  m^q  pf  fashion,  although  quite  footisb 
enbugb  generally  speaking,  were  not  to  be  duped  oat 
of  their  taioAey  quite  so  glaringly. 

A  {Separation  of  partnership  Was  the  codsequmce; 
Uift  Hie  Parson  being  quite  as  well  versed  in  the  coto- 
ihon  as  the  canon  law,  and  being  withal  in  possessioti 
of  the  premises,  determined  to  remain  in  statu  quo. 
!niis  was  a  {gambling  transaction,  and  such  subjects 
nth  always  viewed  with  a  suspicious  eye,  both  by 
jiidge  and  jury ;  the  Parson  Wfe  therefore  under  no 
l^eat  apprehensions  of  legal  reprisal,  and  being  thii& 
iirmly  seated  in  a  new  and  elegant  establishment,  de* 
'  termined  to  stand  his  ground,  set  his  partners  at  de* 
^nce,  and  keep  possession  of  the  property. 

Some  of  the  associated  robbers  brought  actions 
for  their  One  Thousand  Five  Hundred  Pounds  each^ 
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%at^lh6  Pftrson  maiiftged  to  justify  the  batl,  end  the 
filaiAtfffs  were  too  wise  to  proceed. 

Ultimately  the  house  was  }et  by  the  Parson  to  a 
company  of  Foreigners,  at  the  head  of  whom  was 

a  person  calling  himself  Baron .    The  rent 

was  thirty  guineas  per  day,  and  tliirteen  guineas  move 
•were  paid  for  house  expenses,  for  which  the  Parson 
mpplied  the  company  with  wine,  sandwiches,  tea, 
coffee,  and  refreshments.  The  sums,  thus  paid,  will 
-give  some  idea  of  the  enormous  gains  of  these  house;, 
and  to  llris  is  to  be  added  the  sums  paid  to  the  dealers 
and  room^porters,  door-keepers,  '&c.,  some  of  whom 
have  their  five  pounds  per  day,  and  all  are  very  li- 
berally rewarded. 

The  play  at  tiiis  house  was  frmn  five  shillings  to 
nominally  one  hmidred  pounds ;  but,  in  fact,  for  any 
'Snm  you  pleased,  by  its  being  previously  mentioned 
to  the  banker. 

The  chances  in  Rouge  et  Noir  arre  about  two  per 
«ent.  against  the  pla3rer  upon  every  stake  arising  from 
iStm  apre^s,  which  occur  twice  out  of  three  deals,  or 
dbout  twice  in  eighty  coos  or  events.  Hazard  was 
also  phiyed  here  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  it  was  no 
nnusual  circumstance  to  see  one  tiiousand  pounds 
upon  the  table  at  a  time. 

Some  short  time  after  ihe  Parson  had  opened  his 
^Saloon,  he  found  out  that  some  forgeries  had  been 
committed  upon  his  bank,  with  respect  to  the  intro- 
duction of  ivory  counters  which  were  then  in  use. 
He  laid  a  wager  with  one  of  his  partners,  tliat  before 
twenty-four  hours,  he  would  detect  the  person  who 
brou^t  them  to  the  house.  A  gentleman  who  had 
been  in  the  daily  habit  of  playing  at  his  table,  hap- 
pened to  be  sent  for  by  a  friend,  with  whom  he  had 
made  an  appointment,  and  as  it  was  in  the  middle  of 
*  a  deal  he  did  not  wish  to  disturb  the  game  by  getting 
change  for  sixteen  counters  he  had  left,  and  told  the 
croupier  he  would  take  them  away,  and  return  and 
play  them  in  the  evening.  During  his  absence,  a  set 
of  silver  counters  were  substituted  in  lieu  of  the 
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irory,  and  when  he  came  in  the  evepii^^  fie  found  to 
his  astonishment,  tliat  he  was  not  permitted  to  stake 
them ;  they  were  alleged  to  be  forgeries.  The  gen- 
tlemen protested  against  such  usage,  and  said  he  had 
reeeived  them  at  the  table  *  in  the  morning,  and  ap- 
pealed to  one  of  the  croupiers,,  who  confirmed  his 
statements,  but  said  that  nothing  could  be  done  until 
the  Parson  made  his  appearance.  When  he  came  he 
examined  the  tokens,  and  declared  eight  out  of  six- 
teen to  be  false,  charged  the  gentleman  with  having 
had  them  made,  and  said  he  had  a  person  in  the 
Jiouse  who  was  ready  to  swear  he  had  given  him  an 
order  to  make  fourteen  pounds  worth.  The  gentle- 
man demanded  to  be  confronted  with  him,  and  upon 
questipning  the  man  whether  he  had  ever  employed 
him,  he  declared  he  had  never  seen  him  in  his  life,  nor 
was  he  like  the  person  he  had  given  a  description  of. 
Upon  which  his  reverence  got  in  a  great  passion,  and 
swore  with  many  oaths  they  were  both  a  set  of  swind- 
lers, and  that  his  opinion  was  not  in  the  least  altered 
respecting  the  transaction,  and  that  he  had  now  won 
his  wager.  The  Parson  could  bully  in  safety  as  he 
knew  the  gentleman  could  not  resent  any  insult  he 
might  oflfer,  being  bound  over  by  his  friends  not  to 
play ;  and  if  it  were  known  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
so  doing  he  would  lose  a  considerable  annuity.  Of 
this  person  the  Parson  made  selection  as  an  instru- 
ment to  win  his  wager. 


.    t 
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CHAPTER  III. 

The  Danily  Hell  described — Military  dupes — A  true  stae*  of 
the  degenerate  Son  of  an  eminent  statesmen— Another  Hell 
farther  west. 

The  house  nt  the   corner   of  B Street,  St» 

James's,  kept  by is  generally  denominated  the 

dandy  house.  Here  the  most  elegant  suppers  are 
gratuitously  given  to  the  infatuated  punters,  as  an 
inducement  to  play ;  the  most  intoxicating  Wines  are 
freely  distributed,  and  every  luxury  provided  that 
can  lull  suspicion,  and  promote  the  views  of  the  ex- 
perienced sharper.  The  stakes  here  are  from  five 
shillings  to  one  hundred  pounds,  but,  as  at  the  G 

H ,  for  any  sum  the  punter  pleases,  by  its  being 

previously  named  to  the  banker.  Many  of  the  young 
oflScers  of  the  guards,  and  some  clerical  associates, 
will  remember  their  reverses  in  this  house  while  they 
live. 

It  was  here  that  young was  first  initiated 

into  this  dreadful  vice,  and  afterwards  ruined  of  all 
the  property  bequeathed  to  him  by  his  lamented 
father ;  yet,  such  is  the  infatuation  of  this  young 
man,  that  he  still  continues  a  constant  visitant  at  all 
the  notorious  hells,  being  by  far  more  attentive  to 
the  study  of  r(mgt  et  noir  than  to  the  honourable 
and  lucrative  profession  which  rendered  his  father 
one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of  society. 

As  a  pro6f  of  the  destructive  efibcts  of  such  asso- 
ciations, we  shall  here  relate  an  anecdote  of  this 
young  man,  which,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  is  by  no 
means  a  singular  occurrence  among  the  dissipated 
and  thoughtless,  who,  driven  to  desperation,  seize 
on  any  circumstance  to  recover  some  portion  of  their 
losses.  This  young  sprig  of  fashion,  and  student  of 
Lincoln's  Inn,  after  losing  in  one  night  upwards  of 
seven  hundred  pounds,  went  to  a  pawn*broker*6  in 
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Jermyn- street,  disrobed  himself  of  his  shirt,  pledged 
it  for  the  paltry  sum  of  eight  shillings,  tlien  buttoned 
up  sans  linen,  and  returned  to  the  table,  where  be 
won  about  one  hundred  pounds  of  his  money  back 
agMn ;  and,  will  it  be  believed,  made  his  boast  of  th« 
degrading  cireumstaoce  which  had  miabled  him  to 
resume  the  same. 

Aad  i&  there  then  no  bold  indigQant  haiidi 
Among  the  mighty  judges  of  the  land, 
To  saize  the  sword  of  justice  with  a  frown, 
And  csut  such  scandalous  offenders  down? 
tShall  petty  vHIains  only  feel  whfa  awe, 
The  strong  and  tetribatiTe  arm  of  law  ?  , 
Shall  paltry  robbers,  destitute  of  hope, 
Be  doom*d  by  poverty  to  find  af  rope  ? 
And  shall  some  coronated,  titled  knave, 
Continue  public  morals  to  deprave. 
Whose  high  example  widely  spreads  abroad. 
Producing  plunder,  perfidy,  and  fraud. 
Until  at  length,  atrocious  love  of  gain. 
It  adds  the  link  of  murder  to  the  chain  ? 

Next  in  destructive  consequence  to  the  Hell  we 

last  described  is  one  in  K Street,  St  JaoDies, 

Tiie  proprietors  of  this  den  of  infamy  haye  assisted 
in  no  small  degree  for  some  years  to  people  the 
King's  Bench  prison.  The  public  cannot  fail  to  be 
benefited  by  a  fall  view  of  the  internal  mechanism 
by  which  this  diabolical  engine  is  kept  in  daily 
motion. 

There  are  four  croupiers,  who  alternately  deal  the 
cards.  One  formerly  a  commissariat  clerk  ;  a  bra* 
thcr  to  the  proprietor  (and  of  slight-of-hand  notoriety; 
having  always  at  command  a  thirty^one  aprcs,  when* 
ever  the  stakes  are  high);  one  a  disciple  of  the 
famous  Monsieur  — ^-^;  and,  last^  Mr.     ■  -'v 


These  gentry  are  in.  perfect  trainii^,  and  move 
regular  as  clackrwork^  receiving  a  stiprad  of  ficooa 
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three  to  four  pounds  per  week,  and  a  per  centage 
upon  the  winnings,  or  rather  plunder.  This  is  done 
with  a  view  to  keep  them  upon  the  alert,  and  to  ex- 
tinguish any  spark  of  pity  tiiat  might  kindle  in  their 
bosom :  in  a  few  weeks  ttiey  become  as  callous  and 
hard-hearted  as  their  employers. 

There  are  also  in  the  constant  pay  of  the  concern^ 
a  number  of  ruined  gamesters,  who  are  employed  in 
the  capacity  of  recruiting  officers,*  who  frequent  the 
fashionable  coffee-houses  at  the  west-end,  insinuate 
themselves  into  the  society  of  young  men  of  fashion, 
introduce  them  to  tlie  houses,  and  are  paid  a  bonus 
by  the  proprietors,  great,  in  proportion  to  the  sunt 
tiieir  victim  has  been  robbed  of. 

When  the  company  musters  thick,  and  there  is 

much  play, and  his  hoary -headed  colleague 

take  their  seats  at  the  table  opposite  to  each  other, 
and  deal  the  cards  by  turns.  Their  fame  for  slight 
of  hand  is  too  well  known  to  require  any  comment ; 
suffice  it  to  say,  that  when  they  preside,  the  colour 
on  which  the  most  money  is  staked  is  sure  to  lose, 
or  if  stakes  are  nearly  equal  on  both,  a  thirty-one 
apres  is  made,  which  gives  them  the  half  of  both 
the  stakes.  / 

This  is  playing  a  sure  game,  and  numberless  are 
the  victims  whom  these  all-devouring  monsters  have 
thus  destroyed ;  many  are  the  instances  of  men,  who,  r 
after  having  been  ruined  by  them,  have  been  brought . 
to  the  gallows.     They  have  caused  more  ruin  than 
plague,    pestilence,  or  famine,    could  have  done; 
their  system  of  play  is  founded  on  deceit  of  all  sorts, 
and  by  such  means  they  rise  like  mushrooms,  become 
suddenly  rich,  owing  their  wealth  to  no  qualities  but 
such  as  are  most  despicable,  and  holding  in  utter 
contempt  those  who  strive  to  gain  an  independence 
by  slow  and  honest  means.     Fraud  and  villany  are 
the  deities  worshipped  by  them,  and  at  the  shrine 


*  Tbe  Black  Dwarf  is  captain  of  the  band. 

Sa 


^ 


362  THE   aAMBLER's  SCOURGE. 

of  their  insatiate  avarice,  is  immolated  the  victim, 
who,  had  he  not  been  decoyed  to  this  den  of  thieves, 
might  still  have  continued  to  be  happy. 

To  illustrate  this,  let  me  cite  the  example  of  one 

of  the  first brokers  upon  'Change,  who,  a  few 

years  ago,  rolled  in  tvealth,  whom  they  have  actually 
stripped  of  incalculable  sums,  aiid  now  reduced  next 
door  to  beggery.  Of  all  the  Hells  about  St.  James's, 
this  is  the  most  infamous  (the  parson's  excepted)"  and 
its  proprietors  ouglit  to  be  held  up  to  public  exe- 
cration. 

Two  g^lants,  the  Mr. 's  young  men,  brothers. 

officers  in  the  army,  who,  after  having  escaped  the 
dangers  and  perils  of  the  peninsular  war,  returned 
home  to  enjoy  in  the  bosoms  of  their  families  that 
peace  and  comfort  which  their  patrimony,  of  which 
they  had  lately  become  posses^d,  promised  them 
the  enjoyment,  became  the  prey  of  the  recruitmg 
Serjeants  belonging  to  this  establishment,  in  three 
years  were  fleeced  of  a  very  large  sum  of  money, 
and  very  speedily  both  were  confined  in  prison. 

Let  us  next  take  a  peep  a  few  doors  lower  in  the 

same  street,  kept  by the  elder,  and  Diek  — , 

of  E.  O.  table,  and  false-dice  notoriety.  This  HeU. 
is  less  in  rank,  though  not  least  in  villany,  to  the 
foregoing;  the  aiders  and*  abettors  are  Bill  ■  ■  » 
son  to  the  aforementioned,  who  bids  fair  to  rival  his 

sire  in  the  arts  of  false  play ;  -^ ,  commonly  styled 

Tommy ,  ci-devant  conductor  of  stores  to  the 

army,  a  complete  Greek,  always  ready  at  hand,  to 

second  the  motion  of  Dick ,  when  a  Johnny 

Newcome  is  to  be  fleeced ;  and  last,  not  least,  behold 
Squire ,  who,  under  the  most  meek  and  sancti- 
fied outward  appearance,  conceals  all  the  tricks  and 
devices  of  an  experienced  black-leg,  a  perfect  lago. 

Of  such  materials  is  composed  the  staff  of  tiiis 
establishment,  beside^  a  good  corps  de  reserve,  ai* 
ways  at  hand. 

They  profess  to  place  on  the  table  a  bank  of  three 
faimdred  pounds,  but  it  scarce  ever  exceeds  one  him** 
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dred  and  fij^j  pounds,  and  with  this  trifling  sum, 
they  contrive  to  win.  from  four  hundred  to  five  hun- 
dred pounds  daily,  and  tis  not  rare  to  see  an  indi- 
vidual lose  from  eight  hundred  to- twelve  hundred 
pounds  at  a  sitting.  The  stakes  are  from  two  shil- 
lings and  six-penoe  to  twenty -five  pounds ;  one  shil- 
ling and  six-pence  and  two  shillings  are  frequently 
put  down  by  the  broken  punter,  and  the  smallert 
donations  are  tiiankfully,  received  by  the  bank. 

You  may  daily  bdiold  at  the  table  individuals 
who  constantly  win ;  they  are  in  the  secrets  of  the 
cabinet,  and  play  for  the  bank  in  order  to  delude 
the  young  and  unsuspecting  punter  into  a  belief 
there  is  a  possibility  of  winning,  although  experience 
proves  that  certain  ruin  is  sure  to  overtake  him  who 
is  so  infatuated  as  to  persist  in  foUowmg  up  this 
destructive  game. 

They  seldom,  at  this  house,  give  the  broken-down 
player  the ,  opportunity  of  resorting  to  the  pawn- 
broker to  recruit  his  finances;  if  the  victim  has 
about  his  person  a  valuable .  watch,  seals,  chain, 
diamond  broach,  or  ring,  from  the  moment  of  hts 
entering  this  den  of  thieves,  Tommy  ■  ■  has  al- 
ready calculated  its  probable  value,  and  steps  for- 
ward and  generously  offers  to  lend  about  half  its 
worth,  on  this  security,  encouraging  the  poor  fellow 
again  to  try  his  luck,  and  he  has  always  at  his  elbow 
one  of  the  recruiting  squad  to  recount  some  unac- 
countable story  of  Mr.  Such-a-one,  who  borrowed 
a  few  pounds  on  the  security  of  his  watch,  and  won 
^1  the  money  on  the  table.  The  poor  fellow  is 
credulous,  again  ventures,  and,  in  a  few  moments, 
loses  his  last  stake.  When  it  is  considered  that  his 
means  are  exhausted,  and  he  neglects  to  redeem  his 
pledges,  in  a  few  days,  he  is  deemed  completely 
plucked,  and  is  refused  admittance,  unless  he  is  base 
enough  to  consent  to  introduce  some  candidate  who 
is  flush  (to  use  the  cant  words),  in  which  case  he  is 
enrolled  on  the  recruiting  service,  and  is  paid  in  pro* 
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I^ion  to  the  ruin  he  entails  on  those  who  may  be 
'  weak  enough  to  be  deluded  by  him. 

The  bank  can  at  first  sight  detect  a  forged  note, 
being  adepts  in  that  science ;  yet  'tis  very  strange 
how  many  forged  notes  are  received  by  the  punteis, 
and  if  they  attempt  to  return  them  they  are  threat- 
ened with  exposure.  iThese  practices,  strange  as 
it  may  appear,  are  carried  on  in  the  open  face  of 
day,  and  in  defiance  of  the  wise  laws  which  have 
been  enacted  to  prevent  excessive  and  destructive 
gaming. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

TTwo  or  three  Sub-Hells  described — ^Their  internal  Economy-— 
Proprietors,  Frequenters,  Recruiting  Staff,  and  Dapes — ^The 
Knight  of  the  Needle— The  Porpoise-r-The  Military  Black- 
legs— ^The  French  (rang — ^The  Game  of  Roulette^mpagtmr* 
tion  of  French  Roulette  Tables — ^The  Hazard  and  Rouge  d 
Noir  Grane — Plebeian  Proprietors — ^The  Cheltenham  Branch 
of  Black-legs. 

» 

Procibd  we  next  to  a  description  of  one  of  the 

Hells  in  B Street,  St.  James's.     The  door  is 

decorated  with  a  brass  plate,  bearing  the  name  of  g. 
pretended  c merchant.  The  hoars  of  destruc- 
tion in  this  place  are  from  one  to  four  in  the  forenoon, 
and  from  seven  to  eleven  or  twelve  at  night. 

This  Hell  is  an  immense  gulf,  in  which  many  hare 
been  totally  swallowed  up,  many  very  much  shattered 
and  damaged,  some  quite  disjointed  and  broken  to 
pieces ;  some,  perhaps,  may  have  escaped  the  com- 
mon wreck,  but  the  number  of  the  last  is  very  small* 
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The  proprietors  and  settenMip  of  the  game  of 
Mange  et  Noir^  at  this  place,  are,  1st,  a  Dotorious 
black-leg,  who  has  realized  a  good  fortune  at  the 
trade,  and  is  said  to  be  the  proprietor  of  a  large 
estate  at  Sydenham  in  Kent.   . 

2d.  J  ,  yclept  Vtdcan^  from  his  being 

lame ;  if  report  speaks  true,  'tis  said  he  was  burled 
(not  from  heaven),  but  from  a  second-floor  window, 
by  a  son  of  Mars,  some  years  since,  for  some  little 
irregularity  in  casting  the  banes.  His  present  occu- 
pation is  that  of  catching  Pigeons,  with  a  net  of  kU 
own  construction,  the  meshes  of  which  are  so  artfully 
woven  as  to  be  imperceptible,  and  very  few,  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  be  caught,  escape  complete 
plucking  from  the  fangs  of  this  Polyphemus. 

3d.  Captain •  He  may  never  have  distin- 
guished himself  in  that  capacity,  but  it  must  be  al- 
lowed that  the  trade  he  has  been  following  up,  for 
some.years  past,  has  disgraced  him  as  an  officer  and 
a  gentleman.  He  is  a  diarapter  devoid  of  moral 
feeling,  who  did  hot  scruple  to  initiate  his  son  in  the 
mysteries  of  the  Pandemonium,  and  made  him  his 
loctnn  tenensj  while  forced  to  secrete  himself,  in  con- 
sequence of  writs  being  issued  against  him.  Men, 
however  depraved,  generally  wish  to  keep  their  off- 
spring free  from  depravity ;  but  with  him  'tis  quite 
the  reverse,  lucre  is  his  god,  and  at  its  shrine  he  does 
not  scruple  to  sacrifice  parental  duty  and  affection, 
and  without  compassion  or  remorse,  converts  into 
deadly  poison  the  food  he  administers. 

4th.  ■  ,  commonly  known  by  the  appel- 

lation of  Jemmy  '.  He  goes  by  many  names, 
and  is  as  complete  a  master  of  tiie  art  of  legerdemain 
as  any  professor  at  present  exhibiting  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  St,  James's ;  famous  for  the  undeviating  and 
continued  assiduity  with  which  he  has  pursu^d  his 
gambling  career  from  year  to  year — ^whose  depth  of 
calculating  villany  is  only  exceeded  by  his  power  of 
assuming  the  semblance  of  modesty,  a  saint  in  ap- 
pearance, but  a  demon  in  reality !!  I 
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These  are  the  proprieton  of  thk  Hell — a  qaartetto 
of  fit  associates!  who  have  formed  an  odious  and 
abominable  conspiracy  to  effect  the  rain  of  all  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  come  within  their  vortex. 

A  notice,  framed  and  glazed,  to  the  following  pur- 
port, is  exhibited  most  conspicuously  opposite  each 
entrance  of  the  rooms: — "  The  bank  will  be  on  the 
table  precisely  at  one  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  till  four 
o^clock,  and  in  the  evening  at  seven  till  eleven ;  the 
stakes  are  from  two  shillings  and  sixpence  to  twenty 
pounds." 

The  staff  of  this  establishment  is  not  so  numerous^ 
but  equally,  if  not  better,  organized  than  that  of  their 
neighbours.  There  are  three  croupiers  in  daily  at^ 
tendance.  One,  a  cudevant  dealer  in  cattle,  from 
Yorkshire,  who,  in  an  unlucky  moment  was  induced 
to  play,  lost  his  all,  and  became  a  Pigeon,  and,  as 
a  dernier  resort,  was  forced  to  take  service  under  the 
banners  of  tibie  CapCain.  He,  howevar,  to  speak  the 
truth,  is  a  good  sort  of  a  fellow,  "  as  the  j^rase 
goes,'*  merely  a  dealer,  and  ^not  initiated  in  the  mys- 
teries of  the  black  art,  and  is  possessed  of  more  feel- 
ing than  could  be  supposed  to  be  left  to  one  of  his 
employ. 

Next  comes  a  knight  of  the  needUj  who,  feeling 
himself  above  his  calling,  and  '*  malicious  fate  hav- 
ing given  him  high  notions  and  a  small  estate,"  threw 
cabbage  to  the  dogs  (it  was  not  profitable  enough), 
slept  all  day  and  diced  all  night ;  being  raw  and  un- 
experienced found  himself  deficient  of  the  quelque 
chose^  and  joined  a  bai^  of  strolling  players — paid 
his  footing,  and  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  asso- 
ciation, and  from  that  time  permitted  to  vend  his 
quaint  saying,  ply  his  nostrums,  and  physic  the  flats. 
Such  were  his  natural  abilities,  that  from  an  entered 
apprcTitice  he  was  raised  to  a,  fellow  craft ^^nnd  with 
hasty  strides  soon  acquired  the  rank  of  a  free  and 
accepted  black-leg.  Scorning  to  be  a  satellite,  he 
was  not  tardy  in  eclipsing  his  teachers,  and  blazed 
forth  upon  the  horizon  a  fixed  star  of  the  first  aiag- 
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nitude.  Nothing  could  escape  hitn,  every  passing 
meteor  being  obliged  to  pay  tribute ;  those  who, 
previous  to  his  appearance^  conceived  themselves  in 
the  ascendency,  were  soon  proved  to  be  in  the  de- 
cline. He  was  a  good  judge,  for  he  always  backed 
the  caster  out;  he  could  read  the  book  of  fate,  foretel 
events,  and  was  even  gifted  with  second  sight!!!  His 
being  no  borrowed  light,  he  felt  assured  he  cobld 
work  in  the  open  face  of  day  as  well  as  by  night*. 
He  sold  bis  knowledge  to  the  proprietors  of  this 
house;  and  it  is  here  this  worthy  officiates  at  th^ 
game  of  Rouge  et  Noir,  having  always  ready  a 
quaint  saying,  or  an  obscene  jest  (for  he  is  disgust- 
ingly foul-mouthed),  to  divert  the  attention  of  his 
punters  from  the  tricks  he  is  playing  them.  He  as- 
sumes the  most  careless  manner  of  dealing  the  cards, 
and  an  observer  would  draw  the  conclusion,  that  he 
is  naturally  awkward ;  in  fact,  he  appears  everything 
but  a  professor.  How  many  have  been  deceived  by 
him,  hoM(  many  have  reason  to  curse  the  day  they 
came  in  contact  with  him  ! 

Seated  opposite  to  him  may  be  seen  the  golden 
knight,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Porpoise^ 
from  the  unwieldy  bulk  of  his  stinking  carcass,  for 
it  **  bath  an  ancient  and  fish-like  smell. 

This  hero  is  not  so  barefaced,  yet  not  a  whit  less 
rogue  than  the  knight  of  the  needle.  He  is  a  good 
dealer,  and  surprisingly  active  at  his  trade ;  he  can 
handle  the  cards  with  such  ease,  that  the  punters  very 
soon  find  themselves  eased  of  the  weight  of  their 
cash.  Should  he  hear  any  complain  of  ill  luck,  he 
gives  them  some  consolatory  speech,  coupled  with  the 
assurance  that  if  they  will  but  **  eall  again  to-mor- 
row," it  is  'more  than  probable  they  shaH  retrieve 
their  loss ;  for,  says  he,  (while  he  is  shuffling,  or  ra- 
ther packing  the  cards,)  'tis  very  singular  to  be  for 
ever  heanng  gentlemen  complaining  they  always  lose; 


Hazard  IS  always  playeA  at  aight. 
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I  can  assure  them  (drawing  himself  up  in  his  chair, 
and  looking  big),  we  have,  I  mean  the  bank  has, 
been  losing  for  tlie  last  eight  months." — ''  Tis  true» 
so  help  me  Bob,"  echoes  the  tailor ;  his  deluded  au- 
dience, for  the  most  part,  take  this  for  granted,  and 
keep  at  the  game  as  tong  as  there  is  a  shot  in  the 
locker,  but  alas !  their  eyes  are  only  open  to  convic- 
tion when  'tis  too  late. 

In  fact,  to  those  who  are  not  in  the  secret  of  the 
Pandemonium,  it  would  appear  the  bank  diid  not  win; 
for  the  moment  any  punter  has  been  fleeced  by  the 
confederated  black-legs  present,  in  conies  one  of  their 
squad,  and,  after  exchanging  a  few  winks  and  signi- 
ficant nods  with  the  dealers,  plays  the  highest  stakes, 
and  soon  clears  the  bank  of  the  winnings,  makes  his 
exit,  and  as  soon  as  strangers  have  withdrawn,  re- 
turns, and  pays  back  the  money,  receiving  his  per 
centage  for  the  job. 

It  is  impossible  to  have  any  suspicion  of  these 
gentry,  as  they  are  dressed  in  the  very  height  of  fa- 
shion, and  come  to  the  door  either  in  their  gig  or  on 
horseback,  attended  by  a  servant.  The  Captain 
keeps  a  gig  for  that  very  purpose ;  some  of  these 
gentry  are  styled  captains,  colonels,  and  baronets. 
Having  played  their  part  for  a  term,  they  are  relieved 
by  other  actors  ;  they  are  in  perfect  training ;  and  a 
very  lucrative  employment  it  is. 

Let  us  now  take  a  cursory  view  of  the  company 
frequenting  this  hell.  A  bullying,  thrice-bankrupted 
horse-dealer,  and  a  pawn-broker  from  the  Strand,  are 
in  daily  attendance,  the  first  a  rogue  in  grain,  and  a 
sharp  ;  the  second  a  fiat^  who,  if  he  has  but  for  a 
while  longer  the  run  of  the  house,  will  be  forced  to 
take  refuge  up  his  own  spout ;  they  both  act  as  sup* 
porters  to  an  elegant,  accorftplished,  and  facetious 

A- of  P ,  who,  though  a  severe  sufferer, 

swears,  be  will  die.  game,  ''and  cack-a-diidle'doo. 
crow  whilst  he  can.''    Many  of  his  acquaintance  have 
wondered  why  he  put  down  his  curricle ;  had  they 
known  he  played  nugt  et  noir^  and  French  hassard. 
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they  would  have  been  aUe  to  account  satisfactorily 
for  the  circum&tance. 

Among  the  numenuis  visitors,  behold,  also  a  city 
broker,  a  German  lieutenant,  old  ,  surnamed 
the  Bis/wp,  a  hatter  from  Oxford-street,  a  collector 
of  poor  rates,  an  army  agent,  and  the  little  whipper- 
snapper  meastirer  of  miles,  near  Charing  Cross,  for- 
merly a  partner  in  the  firm  c^this  hell.  The  little  Tom- 
tit, or  Lady-killer, of  the  M .  MiK,  and  the  brave 

major  and  learned  doctor  of  the  same  regiment.  The 
latter  sweiurs  it  gives  him  the  jaundifee  to  be  so  fleeced, 
and  declares  he  .will  leave  it  off,  yet  is  sure  to  be  the 
first  at  play  tlie  next  day. 

Two  Roulette  Banks  are  daily  and  nightly  open, 

in  B Street,  St.  James's,  of  which  Monsieur 

is  the  principal  manager  ;  the  other  in  P    ■ 

Place,  St.  Jameses  under  the  auspices  of  Monsieur 

"  '  ■   ■      and  Mynheer  — ; ,  well  known  by  the 

name  of  the  Hebrew  Star.  This  concern  is  reaping  a 
golden  harvest ;  they  have  contrived  to  fleece  Colonel 

'    ■      of  some  very  heavy  sums. 

Hiis  game  of  Roulette,  Anglice  Roly-poly,  seems 
to  have  token  deep  root,  and  the  number  of  its  dupes 
seem  to  be  daily  increasing.  Other  tables  have  found 
their  way  across  the  channel  *,  together  with  a  set  of 
French  croupiers. 

This  Mens.  B.  is  conciemed  with  all  the  roulette 
banks  in  Loudon, — to  him  we  owe  the  introduction 
of  tiiis  pestilence,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  the  re* 
tributive  arm  of  justice  will  reach  this  delinquent  be* 
fore  he  has  time  to  secure  his  unlawful  gains  and  de- 
part from  this  country*  Let  the  police-officers  be  on 
the  alert. 

*  It  18  wonderful  how  thej  continue  to  get  these  roulette  ta*' 
bles  to  this  country :  they  surely  are  too  bulky  to  he  smuggled 
as  a  parcel  of  Fienoh  lace.  Do  the  Custom-house  officers  aUow 
them  to  pass  on  payine;  duty  ?  The  natural  flupposiiion  would 
be,  that  the  use  of  such  articles  being  strictl  v  proiiibited  in  the 
floimtryi  they  wonld  be  considered  as  contraband,  and  the  indi« 

viduals  attempliiig  to  iatroduce  them  liablt  to  be  pros^uted. 

3  b 


'^ 
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One  of  the  principal  Hells  is'  a  house  the  (Cor- 
ner of Row,    Piccadilly,   where   Hazard 

and  Rouge  et  Noire  are  played  for  the  benefit;  ,of 
a  company  of  six  black  legs.  As  two  of  the  pro- 
prietors are  so  notorious  for  every  description  of  fool 
play,  it  was  thought  prudent  their  names  had  better 

be  kept  a  secret.     A of  Sloane  Street,  was  a 

groom-porter  to  a  person  that  kept  a  Hazard  table  at 
the  comer  of  St.  James's  Street,  some  few  years  back. 
He  then  went  to  a  coffee  house  in  the  same  street, 
C.  was  a  fishmonger's  man  in  the  Strand,  but  was  all 
ways  amongst  low  Greeks,  at  the  inferior  Hells,  till 
he  became  what  they  call  a  good  workman,  at  card- 
and  dice.  Another  proprietor  was  originally  a  light- 
erman, tugging  at  the  oar  on  the  Thames,  and  being 
considered  a  good  ruffian,  he  was  employed  by  P 
of  lottery  fame,  (who  kept  a  gaming-house  in  Pall 
Mall,)  also  as  croupier,  or  groom  porter,  as  be  might 
be  wanted.,  A  circumstance  one  night,  when  he  was 
dealing  the  cards  vA  faro,  fixed  his  fortune.  Sir 
C-— —  was  playing,  and  having  won  a  large  sum  of 
money  at  Hazard,  and  being  elate  with  his  success, 
said  to  a  gentleman  that  was  with  him,  *^  If  I  win  this 

stake,  I  will  give  it  to  the  croupie,"  which  was  C . 

The  baronet  won,  and  as  he  did  not  play  any  more 
that  night,  he  gave  it  to  C .  The  sum  was  fif- 
teen or  seventeen  hundred  pounds.  C  has  been 
known  to  say,  that  he  has  never  wanted  money  since. 
He  after  this  attended  Newmarket — got  concerned 
with  the  training  grooms  and  jockeys,  and  now  is  a 
great  man  in  his  own  estimation  ;  he  is  a  little  hurt  at 
his  old  acquaintance  calling  him  by  the  name  of 
Happy  Jerry. 

There  is  a  new  firm  of  Greeks  established  at  Chel- 
tenham, who  think  tliemselves  .very  snug.  The  pro- 
prietors  of  this  firm  are,  a  person  of  the  name  of 

K 9  master  of  the  rooms,  a  son  of  K ,  who 

kept  a  Hazard  table»  in  Jermyn-street,  and  Pall  Mall : 

.also  a  Mr.  B ,  who  was  a  Billiard  sharp  in  Lon- 

do^o  for  years.     This  B — — -,  was  considered  the  best 
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packer  of  cards  at  Rouge  et  Noir  of  any  of  them, 
and  cogger  of  a  dice  on  dice,  so  you  may  judge  how 
the  people  are  fleeced  here.     The  other  partner's 

name  is ,  a  broken  down  lawyer  ;  this  gentleman 

is  considered  clever  at  all  games ;  he  can  hand,  reef, 
and  steer  with  any  one  of  them ;  he  has  a  wife  that 
is  reported  as  clever  as  himself,  and  can  cog  a  die,  or 
pack  the  cards  at  Whist,  or  any  other  game,  as  well 
or  better  than  her  spouse.  This  gentleman  has  a 
cottage,  where  he  gives  elegant  supper  parties,  or 
dinner,  as  it  may  suit.  They  are  carrying  on  a  roar- 
ing trade.  Tbe  last  mentioned  hero  keeps  his 
hunter  and  dogs,  and  picks  up  a  number  of  flats  in 
the  winter,  with  the  assistance  of  a  certain  Colonel 
,  a  sprig  of  fashion  in  the  neighbourhood. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Description  of  the  destructive  Game  of  Rouge  et  Noir — The 
table — Ceremony  of  Pla^'ing,  ^-c — Calculations  of  the  odds 
for  and  against  the  Punter — The  absolirte  impossibility  of 
winning  against  the  Bank  clearly  demonstrated — Estimate 
of  the  enormous  sums  lost  and  won  in  a  given  period — Par- 
ticulars of  a  Test  Wager — Characteristic  Anecdotes  of  the 
Leading  Sharks — Description  of  the  Game  of  Roulette,  or 
Roly-poly. 

Rouge  ct  Noir,  or,  as  the  French  call  it  Trente  et 
Qiiarante,  was  mtroduced  into  this  country  some 
twenty-five  or  *  thirty  years  ago,  and  took  the 
place  of  Faro,  which  has  not  been  publicly  played 
for  many  years;  indeed,  thd  odds  at  that  game,  and 
the  fraudulent  tricks  practised  by  the  bankers,  soon 
rendered  the  game  obsolete.  Rouge  et  Noir  is  daily 
and  nightly  played  at  all  the  Hells,  about  thirty  m 
number,  in  St.  James's. 

The  company  take  their  seats  at  an  oblong;  table, 
^bout  six  yards  long,  and  two  and  a  half  broad  ;  on 

3  D  2 
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each  side,  at  the  centre,  sits  a  croupier  {i.  e.  dealer) 
with  bank  notes  and  gold  before  him,  and  in  tarn 
one  of  these  worthies  deal  the  cards,  tljat  is  three 
deals  each  in  succession.  At  about  eighteen  inches 
from  each  extremity  of  the  table,  which  is  covered 
with  green  cloth  after  the  fashion  of  a  Billiard  table, 
there  are  two  patches,  one  red  and  the  other  black, 
about  three  feet  and  a  half  long  by  two  feet  and  a 
half  broad ;  above  these  there  are  two  spaces  marked 
by  a  yellow  line.  The  punters,  for  so  the  person^ 
who  play  are  called,  place  upon  the  patches,  either  on 
the  red  or  black  patches  as  they  may  fancy,  the  sum 
of  money  they  wish  to  stake*  The  cards  are  then 
shuffled,  which  coasist  of  six  packs,  and  tell  as  follow. 
Court  cards  are  valued  at  ten  pips,  and  aces  for  one ; 
other  cards  as  they  are  marked.  The  dealer,  taking 
up  a  handful  of  cards  goes  on  dealing  the  first  row, 
which  is  always  for  the  black,  and  stops  as  soon  as 
the  pips  exceed  thirty ;  thus,  if  he  deals  out  three 
court  cards,  or  three  tens,  which  make  thirty,  he 
must  go  on  with  another  card,  which  we  will  suppose 
to  be  an  ace,  it  makes  thirty-one,  the  lowest  number. 
He  then  stops  and  cries  one,  deals  out  another  row 
for  the  red,  and  if  the  pips  exceed  thirty-one  the  red 
loses.  Thus  an  eight,  two  tens,  and  a  five,  which 
make  thirty-three  pips,  he  cries  three,  red  loses,  and 
goes  on  in  this  manner,  taking  the  lowest  number 
between  thirty  and  forty.  The  money  staked  on 
the  losing  colour  is  drawn  by  the  croupiers  with  a 
rake  of  the  shape  of  a  garden  hoe,  and  an  equal  sum 
paid  to  what' has  been  staked  upon  the  winning 
colour. 

The  odds  at  this  game  in  favour  of  the  bank,  if 
no  fraud  is  practised,  may  be  reckoned  at  about  two 
and  a  half  per  cent. 

When  both  colours  turn  up  thirty-one,  which  is  cal- 
led a  one  apres^  the  money  staked  on  ^th  colours 
is  drawn  within  the  two  spaces  mentioned,  and  the 
players  have  the  option  of  halving  their  stake  with 
tlie  bank,  or  trusting  to  the  chance  of  the  next  event ; 
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he  who  is  then  upon  the  winning  colour  receives  back 
kk  original  stake  only,  and  the  croupiers  draw  the « 
money  on  the  losing  side;  so  that  every  time  a 
thirty-one  apres  occurs,  the  bank  wins  half  the  money 
staked  upon  the  table.  The  average  is,  that  three 
thirty-one  apres  takes  place  in  two  deals,  or  nineteen 
events ;  eacli  deal  consists  of  never  less  than  twenty- 
eight  coups  or  events. 

To  give  an  idea  of  the  profits  accruing  to  tlie 
keepers  of  these  Hells,  let  us  select  the  one  kept  by 

J D and  R. D in  K Street. 

St.  James's,  one  of  the  minor  Hells,  where  to  a 
certainty  ten  pounds  may  be  averaged  to  be  staked 
through  the  year  upon  every  event.  They  play  at 
this  Hell  full  eight  hours  per  day,  three  deals  take 
place  every  hour,  which  makes  twenty-four  deals  per 
day.  Consequently  thirty- six  one  apres  takes  fdace, 
on  each  of  which  they  win  five  pounds,  making  180/. 
per  day,  1Q80/.  per  week,  and  56,160/.  per  annum. 
In  this  estimate  the  stakes  are  averaged  very  low, 
for  frequently  may  be  seen  from  50/.  to  300/.  staked 
upon  a  coup  or  event. 

Ttiose  who  are  infatuated  or  silly  enough  to  follow 
this  destructive  game  for  any  length  of  time,  are 
sure  to  be  fleeced  of  their  last  farthing;  and  the 
foregoing  calculation  has  clearly  proved,  that  a  per- 
son playing  every  day  at  Rouge  et  Noir,  and  staking 
only  one  pound  on  each  event,  is  sure  to  be  loser  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  to  the  amount  of  5616/.  Suppose 
a  person  stakes  only  half-a-crown  on  each  event,  he 
must  pay  to  the  bank  for  thirty-six  apres  four  pounds 
ten  shillings  in  the  course  of  a  day's  play,  twenty- 
seven  pounds  per  week,  and  in  a  year,  fifty-two 
weeks,  1404>/. 

That  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  be  a  winner 
for  any  length  of  time,  was  proved  by  a  wager  laid 
some  time  since  by  a  gentleman  and  Mr.  T-— 
L — —  of  Roundhead  notoriety,  who  betted  that  be- 
ginning play  witfi  twenty  pounds  every  day,  at  any 
one  time  of  the  day  he  should  be  a  winner  of  half- 
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a*crown.  and  this  was  to  be  done  for  thirty  days, 

which  if  he  accomplished  Tommy was  to  pay 

him  twenty  pounds.  He  went  on  for  some  few  days . 
winning  his  half-a-crown,  but  the  twentieth  day  lost 
his  capital  of  twenty  pounds,  without  being  at  any 
time  that  day  half-a-crown  a  head;  of  course  he 
lost  his  wager.  Does  not  this  circumstance  prove, 
clear  as  day,  that  however  great  your  capital  may 
may  be  at  starting,  your  loss  in  the  end  will  be 
.  great  in  proportion. 

Enormous  as  the  profits  are  to  the  bankers  or 
setters  up  of  this  game,  still  greater  is  their  desire 
of  satisfying  their  insatiate  avarice ;  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  detect  their  ingenious  villany,  or  to  check 
their  art  of  multiplying  deceit,  which  they  practise 
with  unblushing  impunity.  They  can  at  any  time 
when  it  is  worth  their  while,  and  ptay  is  high,  com- 
mand a  thirty-one  apres.  The  young  inexperienced 
player  is  geneaally  permitted  to  win  for  the  first  two 
or  three  times,  arid  when  is  appetite  is  a  little  whet- 
ted, they  proceed  secundcm  artem^  to  phlebotomise, 
or,  to  use  their  slang  language,  to  jlea  botomUc  their . 
patient.     To  make  use  of  a  simile  quite  applicable^ 

to  the  worth  Tommy ,  he  may  be  "  considered 

as  the  Hyena,  who  begins  by  a  private  snap,  goes  on 
to  a  morsel  among  friends,  proceeds  to  a  meal,  ad- 
vances to  a  surfeit,  and  at  last  sucks  blood  like  a 
vampire. 

DESCRIPTION    OF   THE    NEWLY-INTRODUCED   FIIENCII 
GAME  OF  ROULETTE,  OK  ROLY  POLY. 

Roulette  is  played  upon  a  round  table  composed 
of  thirty-eight  comi)artments  regularly  numbered, . 
t!hirty-six  of  -which  are  for  the  players,  and  two  for 
the  bankers.  The  compartraonts  Qcs  cases)  or  re- 
ceiving boxes,  are  numbered  from  one  to  Un>ty-six, 
half  red  and  half  black  ;  the  two  remaining  com  - 
partments,  (case)  are  marked  one,  by  a  single  nought 
or  zero,  which  is  black ;  Uic  other  by  a  double  zero, 
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which  is  red.  When  the  ball  is  .delivered,  it  must, 
of  inevitable  necessity,  fall  into  one  of  the  compart- 
ments, which  number  is  the  decided  winner  on  the 
six  chances  marked  upon  the  cloth  ;  the  chance  paid 
is  equal  to  the  stake  put  down,  for  the  number  thirty- 
five  times  the  stake  (la  tnise)  is  paid.  Upon  the 
columns,  (as  they  are  called)  which  is  composed  of 
thirty-six  square  compartments,  ten  in  length  divided 
by  four,  nine  of  which  contain  the  thirty-six  figures 
and  four  blanks  ;  the  double  and  single  zeros  being 
placed  at  the  opposite  end.  At  the  sides  are  three 
elliptics,  embracing  three  divisons  of  the  figures,  in 
which  is  written,  Out,  Red,  Odd,  on  the  one  side ; 
and  In,  Black,  Even,  on  the  other.  Only  eight  times 
is  paid,  though  it  may  be  said  thirty-six  times  is 
paid,  taking  the  stake  into  consideration.  When  a 
simple  or  smgle  Zero  takes  place,  the  banker  calls 
out  simple  Zero,  black  or  odd,  and  in  this  case,  he 
does  not  pay  any  chances,  but  sweeps  up  all  the 
stakes  both  in  the  numbers  and  on  the  columns.  It 
is  precisely  the  same  when  the  double  Zero  takes 
place. 

The  most  villanous  deceptions  are  practiced  at 
this  game.  The  tables  are  made  to  act  with  a 
spring,  which  is  managed  with  the  foot,  and  by  which 
means,  the  director  can  make  a  Zero  whenever  he 
pleases.  Of  all  the  infamous  games  ever  introduced 
in  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  fraud  and  robbery, 
this  is  decidedly  the  most  abominable.  It  is  dis- 
graceful to  the  police  of  tlie  metropolis,  that  these 
gangs  of  French  sharpers  are  allowed  to  pursue  their 
destructive  plans  witfi  impunity.  Above  twelve  of 
these  tables  are  now  in  play,  both  day  and  night,  in 
tlie  neighbourhood  of  St.  James's  alone.  Can  such 
things  be,  and  escape  the  vigilance  of  the  magis- 
trates?'* 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

The  effects  of  Gambling  illustrated  in  tbe  seduction  of  a  fatlier 
and  the  ruin  of  his  children.  A  domestic  tale,  '^  aUu,  too 
true  r  * 


For  your  determined,  manly,  and  efficmit  conduet, 
in  detecting  and  exposing  those  wretcbei  who,  like 
the  great  enemy  of  mankind,  literally,  *'  go  about 
seeking  whom  they  may  devour/'  you  are  entitled  to 
the  thanks  of  every  honest  man,  and  the  good  Wishes 
of  every  respectable  member  of  society.  Many  a 
tender  heart  shall  bless  you  for  an  effort  to  save  from 
ruin,  sons,  brethren,  lovers,^  and  husbands ;  many  a 
pious  soul  shall  bid  you  **  God  speed,"  in  a  cause 
which  comprises  the  best  and  dearest  interests  of 
man,  as  a  member  of  society ;  and  his  most  awful 
and  important  welfare,  as  an  immortal  being. 

In  this  honourable  warfare  with  tiie  whole  system 
of  gambling,  its  mighty  conduits,  and  its  smaller  ra- 
mifications, you  stfmd  not  only  proudly  pre-eminent 
among  your  brethren  of  the  periodical  press,  bat 
alone.  You  have,  with  imrivalled  courage,  attacked 
tbe  hydra-headed  monster;  and  in  exhibiting  his 
haunts,  and  displaying  the  ferocity  of  his  nature,  have 
half  disarmed  bis  power,  and  I  trust  you  will  go  on 
from  point  to  point,  till  every  bleeding  head  lies  pro- 
strate at  your  feet. 

The  sorrow,  ruin,  vice,  and  misery,  the  grada^ 


*  W^  give  this  chapter  in  the  words  in  Which  it  was  addressed 
by  its  anuable  and  intdligent  writer,  to  the  editor  of  a 
work  devoted  to  the  exposure  of  the  Black-legs.  The  senti- 
ments expressed  througnout  are  every  way  so  worthy  of  the 
better  classes  of  society  by  whom  they  are  entertained,  that  it 
would  be  doing  an  injustice  to  the  writer  to  abate  one  word  of 
what  he  wrote  for  the  purpose  of  more  completely  ad^ting  hi3 
paper  to  its  preset  jsituation. 
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tjens  of  thftt  corroding  grief  which  eats  (be  heart  by 
slow  degrees,  of  that  overwhelming  horror  which 
destroys  the  energies  of  mind  and  the  powers  of  rear 
son,  may  be  traced  in  every  family  where  any  one 
member  of  it  has  become  the  prey  of  these  monsters 
in  human  form — these  vampjrres  who  prey  on  blood ; 
and  it  is  certain,  tliat  if  the  effects  of  their  arts,  the 
facilities  they  offer  to  vice,  as  well  as  their  actual  de« 
predations,  could  be  calculated  upon,  one  body  of 
people  alone,  viz.  **  gentlemen  in  the  army  and  navy,** 
it  would  be  found,  that  the  sum  of  human  misery  thus 
produced,  exceeds  all  that  arises  from  the  danger  of 
their  profession  to  an  incalculable  degree,  and  that 
die  horrors  of  the  most  sanguinary  field,  are  in  their 
remoter  but  equally  certain  consequences,  far  exceed- 
ed by  contests  in  which  property  and  honour  alike 
are  lost — in  which  a  man  must  either  be  degraded 
"  below  the  beasts  which  perish/'  by  a  total  loss  of 
feeling,  or  sustain  remorse,  which  shall  poison  the 
very  springs  of  life,  from  considerations  of  the  family 
he  has  injured,  the  hopes  he  has  blasted,  the  property 
he  has  ensured,  and  the  reputation  he  has  destroyed. 

If  these  dreadful  consequences  arose  only  to  the 
profligate,  the  avaricious,  or  even  the  thoughtlessly 
unprincipled  part  of  the  community,  though  we  ought 
to  reclaim  and  pity  even  such,  yet  we  could  not  greatly 
commiserate  theirsufferings ;  but  it  is  certain  that  many 
men,  otherwise  of  blameless  and  even  of  exemplary 
conduct,  if  by  chance  they  are  drawn  within  this  vor 
tex,  lose  all  self-command  ;  and,  as  if  by  the  power 
of  fascination,  become  eager  victims,  and  complete, 
dupes  to  artifices  the  most  shallow,  and  wtetches  the 
most  despicable.  I  am  well  acquainted  with  an 
oflScer  who,  from  motives  of  economy,  resides  in  a 
sequestered  part  of  Devonshire,  with  a  wife  whom  he 
tenderly  loves,  and  whom  he  assists  in  educating  their 
lovely  little  family,  with  a  degree  of  steady  tendemesa 
and  dutiful  attention,  which  render  him  the  admiration 
and  example  of  the  village :  persevering  in  all  his 
plans  of  saving  for  his  beloved  family,  neither  the  en* 
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tidemntl  ol  an  olegaiit  taste  and  oidtmitedl 
nor  the .  habits  of  early  hixury »  haw  been  abk  te 
draw,  him  aside  from  the'narrow  path  he  had  pr6* 
scribed  to  himself;  and  when  a  few  months  ago  he 
emne  to  the  London,  to  vest  a  legacy  in  the  funds, 
which  had  been  beqaeathed  to  his  wife,  he  positiyeiy 
refused  to  gc  the  Opera,  though  it  was  his  favourite 
amusement,  because  it  would  trench  on  the  sum  to 
which  he  had  limited  his  expenses.  He  toM  me,  with 
all  the  lustre  of  a  father's  pride,  and  love  Ughting  np 
his  expressive  countenance,  "  that  half  a  guinea  would 
kuy  bis  little  Edward  two  story  books,  Maria  a 
doU,  and  a  rattle  for  the  baby  into  tlie  bargain,  and, 
of  course,  please/our,  as  the  mother  would  feel  very 
rich  in  the  gifts  of  her  children/'  '<Not  that  be 
diould  forget  her,  oh,  no !  though  be  was  careful  for 
her  sake,  he  could  not  deny  himself  the  pleasure  of 
of  taking  her  home  something  worthy  of  hw  love  and 
her  own." 

Such  [was  the  man  who  might  have  nfoved  in  the 
first  circles,  and  received  the  friend^ip  of  maoyf  the 
admiration  of  all;  but  was  content  with  a  cheap 
bouse,  took  a  Welsh  rabbit  for  his  supper,  and  was 
actually  on  his  way  to  bed  at  eleven,  when  an  old 
acquaintance  pressed  him  to  accompany  him  to  one 
of  these  hells  fn  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  just 
to  see  the  humour  of  the  scene;  for  he  knew  that  on 
the  continent  he  had  been  led  into  error,  which  had 
occasioned  him  to  renounce  play  for  ever.  **  In  De- 
vonshire we  have  early  hours,*'  said  my  friend, ''  but, 
'  however,  I  can  keep  my  eyes  open  for  one  hour  lon- 
ger, certainly." 

He  went. — In  a  short  time  he  began  to  pky,  and 
from  that  moment  reason  lost  her  empire.  In  vam 
the  gentleman  who  had  led  him  thither  besought  Ms 
return,— depicted  the  folly  of  pursuing  bad  fortune, — 
hinted  at  the  unfairness  of  tiiose  around  him,  and 
pointed  out  the  consequences  of  his  conduct,— the 
place  was  not  quitted  till  the  last  shilling  of  tholdgaey, 
wlHch  was  nearly  a  thousand  pounds^  wins  goi»;  and 


•Y^  the  caih  which  ha  had  brought  to  defray  bii  ex<- 
peues,*— cash,  which  he  took  under  the  idea  of  not 
twchingf  a  single  shilling  of  that  legacy,  which  having 
eome  by  a  relation  of  his  wife's,  he  deemed  exdu* 
sively  /mt  property. 

To  give  ahy  idea  of  the  feelinga  of  sueh  a^  husband 
and  such  a  father,  on  the  retrospect  of  his  conduct,  ia 
utterly  impossible ;  nor  will  any  person  doubt  that  it 
required  all  the  powers  of  his  first  tempter,  (but  sin- 
cerely repentant  friend,)  to  preserve  him  from  the 
molt  terrible  consequences,  and  by  providing  him 
money  to  facilitate  his  return  to  that  family  where 
alone  hfs  peace  of  mind  was  likely  to  be  festored* 
B^t  was  it  so  restored  ?  ah  no  I  the  smiles  of  hia 
Maria,  the  endearments  of  her  family,  were  daggera 
to  his  heart.  Her  fears,  **  that  London  had  disagreed 
with  him  ;"  her  congratulations  ^'  that  his  affectioa 
had  brou^t  him  home  so  soon ;"  her  praises  of  hia 
economy;  her  assurances  **  that  in  bringing  himself 
he  had  brought  all  she  wanted:*'-— every  word  thus 
uttered  were  to  him  a  separate  agony,  which  yet 
could  not  relieve  itself  by  complaint,  nor  gain  assist^ 
ance  by  confidence,  but  in  cold  corrosive  anguish,  and 
self-reproach,  continues  to  torment  him. 

During  the  last  three  months  this  unhappy  man 
has  been  struggling  with  disease,  for  whieh  Ins  deepljc 
aHicted  wife  can  find  no  relief,  aud  give  no  namel 
She  writes  me  the  particulars  of  his  case,  and  intreats 
me  to  consult  a  physician,  adding,  *'  that  if  possible 
she  will  get  him  to  town  for  advice,  as  she  feels  justi- 
fiisd  in  any  extra  expense,  her  aunt's  legacy  giving  her 
a  right  to  command  the  best  help  for  her  invaluable 
hustend." 

Would  to  (jod  she  could  cast  her  eyes  on  this  simr 
pie  statement  of  facts — that  she  could  unfold  H^  my* 
atery  of  that  disease  which  is  destroying  a  generous, 
noble,  and  tender  heart,  by  piece-meal ;  and  which  t 
well  know  would  bring  prompt  forgiveness  from  her, 
though  I  am  equally  aware  her  husband  never  would 
forgivf  himself.     Sorrows  like  this,  and  others  far 
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more  extemive  *  and  oyerwhelming,  fcall  upon  yott  to 
persist  in  your  design  to  cleanse  this  Augean  stable, 
to  rend  the  veil  which  shrouds  this  **  mystery  of  ini- 
quity »*'  and  spare  nei&er  the  young,  who  are  oM  in 
Qn,  not  yet,  (to  use  the  emphatic  language  of  holy 
writ,)  *^  the  hoary  scalp  of  him  who  goelh  on  in  bk 
wickedness ;"  but  above  all  to  drag  from  the  altar  of 
our  national  religion  that  "  unclean  spirit"  who,  in 
the  practice  of  crimes  at  which  eren  the  morality  of 
heathenism  revolts,  and  humanity  shudders  to  contem- 
plate, can  yet  dare  to  hold  the  sacred  office,  and  tike 
the  sons  of  Eli,  draw  down  the  vengeance  of  heaven 
•n  the  Church  of  his  native  land — a  cbuhA  which 
neither  the  malice  of  open  enemies,  nor  the  indilfer- 
ence  of  lukewarm  friends,  will  ever  deprive  of  her 
awfiil  and  endearing  claims,  if  such  serpents  as  this 
prey  not  on  her  vitals^  and  pollute  not  her  hallowed 
institutions. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Gaming  the  Parent  of  Murder  and  Snidde,  m&  illdstraled  in 

the  case  of  Antonto,  only  Son  of  the  Count  de  C ^  and 

Louisa. 


That  gaming  leads  to  every  vice  is  so  true,  that  tiie 
most  humane  persons,  urged  on  by  cards,  have  been 
luiown  to  commit  the  most  detestable  crimes.  The 
following  true  tale  will  illustrate  the  above. 

Antonio,  the  only  son  and  heir  of  the  Cotmt 

C -,  was  brought  up  under  the  eyes  of  virtuous 

parents,  and  became  himself  a  faultless  being.  His 
form  was  noble  and  commanding.  In  his  open  coun« 
tenance  you  could  read  the  slightest  thought  that  was 
passing  in  his  well-stored  mind.  His  temper  was  gentle 
an(l  humane.  In  fact,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  he  was 
what  every  man  should  bcp  biit  few  are.    No^one, 
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however  virtoous,  but  possesses  a  vice.  No  one, 
however  vicious,  but  possesses  a  virtue.  If  Antonio 
did  possess  a  vice,  it  was  his  adoration  of  beauty. 
And  how  excusable.  What  man  that  has  not,  at 
one  time  of  his  life,  felt  his  heart  palpitate  with  rap- 
ture at  the  approach  of  the  fairest  part  of  the  crea- 
tion ?  Qh !  lost,  indeed,  is  that' man,  whose  careless 
breast  is  dead  to  every  soft  emotion.  But  even 
virtue^  when  it  rises  to  a  passion,  descends  to  a  yice. 
f  Antonio  became  acquainted  with  a  lovely  female 
(JVlademoiselle  Louisa),  who,  under  the  garb  of  mo- 
defl[ty«  cpuld  throw  out  kures  to  catch  thp  unsuspicious 
wd  innocent.  Indeed,  so  great  an  adept  she  was  in 
deq^ption,  that  a  .painter  would  have  chosen  her  out- 
ward form  to  portray  Prudence :  no  wonder,  then, 
that  our  hero,  who  was  wont  to  look  at  beauty  as 
the  paragon  of  bliss,  was  easily  deceived.  For 
hours  would  he  stand  behind  her  chair,  and  listen  to 
the  fascinating  tone,  of  her  harmonized  voice ;  or, 
while  *  she  hung  upon  his  arm,  be  would,  with  the 
greatest  attention,  hearken,  as  she  conversed  of  that 
she  knew  alone  by  name-— virtue*  Who  would  have 
thought,  when  they  bdield  her  lovely  blue  eyes  gazing 
with  aniniation  on  the  sky  above  her,  while  from  her 
lips  flowed  pious  praises  to  the  Most  High,  that  she 
was  a  hypocrite.  In  a  countenance  like  her*s,  even 
Lavator  could  not  have  traced  the  dark  recesses  of 
her  bosom.    From  the  moment  Antonio  beccune  ac- 

Suainted  with  Louisa,  he  forgot  all  beside.  At 
ay  he  was  her  constant  companion,  at  night  her 
imbge  floated  before  his  eyes  to  bless  bis  dreams.  To 
oblige  hcr„  he  would  frequently  sit  down  with  some 
of  her  friends  to  a  game  of  cards.  And,  although 
he  generally  got  up  minus  twenty  or  thirty  Louis,  be 
did  not  heed  the  trifle,  because  he  was  placed  next  to 
Louisa,  and  he  would  have  bought  that  bliss  at  a 
much  higher  price.  Louisa's  companions  became 
bis ;  and,  by  degrees,  he  grew  so  fond  of  cards,  that 
bis  nigh^  were  ^pent  in  gaming.    F^X  It^ouis^  would 
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GODFerie  with' him  while  her  friends  fleeoed  htm  ef 
histeOD^.      .  " 

One  night,  in  tile  absence  of  Louisa,  he  played 
higher  than  usual.  Fortune  against  him,  he  became 
so  frantic  at  his  ill-Iitck,  that  he  doubled  the  stakes 
at  each  time,  till  he  found  himself  a  ruined  man, 
having  lost  every  farthing  he  possessed.  Distractedly 
he  started  up  from  the  table,  and  nuhed  from  the 
apartment  into  another  tiiat  joined  it»  when,  oh! 
horror,  stretched  on  a  sofa,  lay  Louisa  locked  in  the 
-  arms  of  Henry  de  Virville,  the  man  he  thought  his 
dearest  friend,  and  to  whom  he  had  intrusted  his 
love  for  Louisa.  He  felt  his  brain  burn  like  flames 
of  fire ;  and,  drawing  his  sword,  he  flew  towards 
them,  and  stretched  them  bofii  lifeless  at  his  feet. 

Disturbed  by  a  rustling  noise,  the  servants  entered 
the  apartment,  and  found  their  mistress  and  M.  de 
Virville  laying  weltering  in  their  blood,  while  Ab« 
tonio,  with  his  still  reeking  sword,  stood  esmltin^y 
over  them,  ••See,  see!"  he  madly  exclaimed,  "Go, 
proclaim  it  to  the  world,  Antonio  is  a  ruined  game- 
ster and  a  murderer.  She  swore  love  to  me  (point- 
ing to  the  dead  body  of  Louisa) — I  found  her  in 
the  arms  of  De  Virville— I  have  punished  them. — 
One  thing  alone  remains  undone,  and  thus,  then, 
ends  Antonio's  woes,  and  Antonio's  crimes."  Thus 
saying,  before  he  could  be  prevented,  he  fell  upon 
his  sword,  and,  with  a  frantic  shriek,  expired. 

Thus  ended  the  life  of  one  who,  before  he  became 
acquainted  with  cards,  was  generally  admired  and 
courted.  True  he  was  seduced  to  play ;  but  canls 
became  first  his  passion,  and  then  his  ruin. 

It  is  grievous  to  behold  how  much  that  detestable 
vice  changes  the  nature,  the  conduct,  the  feeling, 
the  countenance,  of  a  human  being. 

<<  I  have  seen,"  says  an  indignant  moralist,  *'  and 
I  relate  it  with  horror,  the  countenance  of  beauty — 
ay,  of  female  beauty,  so  much  distorted,  that  she 
onnAftTAfl  A.  oomidete  fhrv:    her  eves  started  from 


her  hMd,  bet  teeth  gnashed  with  rage,  aind  her  pas- 
slon  was  so  great,  Ihat  she  could  not  speak  for  ten 
ttinotes,  and  all  because  her  partner  played  a  wrwg 
card. 
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CHAPTER  Vin. 

€reiraiiie  Account  of  the  Introdnctioii  «f  a  Novice  to  a  London 
Hdl^Some  initiatory  Remarks— The  Scene  described — 
CoAMUiy  aasembled  at  a  Hasanl  Ti|ble— The  nuions  Feel- 
ings Dj  whidi  they  were  agitated— A  hoanr  Gambler— tissue 
of  the  Game— Irruption  of  the  Police,  ami  narrow  Escape — 
Explanatory  Discussion  of  the  Chances  for  and  against  the 
Player*. 

Lieutenant  Carelly,  a  half-pay  officer,  quite  upon 
the  taftn^  called  upon  bis  friend  Juan  for  llie  loan  of 
a  sum  of  money,  which  the  latter  was  unable  to  lend 
him.  The  Lieutenant  observed,  that  there  was  no 
occasion  for  a  spirited  fellow  to  want  money,  while 
there  was  a  gambling-house  in  St.  James's,  and  ac- 
cordingly proposed  that  they  should  go  to  one  that 
very  night.  Juan  had  before  heard  that  many  men 
of  fashion  lived  by  frequenting  these  houses ;  and 
that  some  were  so  skilful  or  so  fortunate  in  the  line, 
as  to  pocket  considerable  sums  every  m'ght,  as  regu- 


*  This  chapter  is  eztractecl  from  a  livelv,  useful,  and  hiehly 
entertaining  volume,  published  by  Mr.  Keuy,  Paternoster  Kow, 
entitled,  iMm  Juan*s  Life  in  London^  or  a  true  Picture  of  the 
British  Metropolis.  It  abounds  with  spirited,  characteristic, 
and  Mtirieal  sketches  of  all  the  frauds,  vices,  and  follies  going 
fill  in  the  great  metropolis,  and  contains  also  a  fast  fund  of  use* 
ful  information  rdative  to  its  various  estaUiduaentSi  soctetieis, 

toaimers,  cortomSi  exbibitioiis,  A€,  Ac. 
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larljr  as  if  it  were  the  iRcdme  arifedng  from  tile  evr^* 
cise  of  a  trade  or  profession.  He  therefore  closed 
with  the  proposal,  and,  calling  a  coach,  proceeded 
with  the  Lieutenant  to  No.  — ,  Hi.  James's  Street.  < 
The  gambling-houses,  or,  as  they  have  been  very 
properly  designated.  Hells,  are  generally  elegantly 
furnished  houses,  abounding  in  all  parts  of  London, 
but  particularly  in  and  about  the  neighbourhood  of 
St.  James's ;  many  of  them  are  supported  by  the 
subsci|ptions  of  the  visitors,  and  others  are  the  private 
property  of  unprincipled  individual  speculators.  To 
the  extensive  and  destructive  system  of  gambling 
carried  on  therein,  may  be  traced  too  many  of  those 
afflicting  instances  of  raving  madness,  of  self-destmo- 
tion,  and  the  beggary  of  respectable  families,  which 
so  frequently  occur  in  the  metropolis.  Herds  of 
black-legs  and  sharpers,  without  any  other  means  of 
support  than  their  illicit  income  from  the  gaming- 
table, frequent  all  those  houses,  where,  by  continual 
practice  and  collusion  with  the  keeper  of  the  house, 
they  contrive  to  fleece  their  short-sighted  dupes  out 
of  sums  of  money  so  considerable,  as  to  enabte  then 
to  live  in  all  the  pomp  and  state  of  independent  for- 
tune. When  once  an  inexperienced  person  becomes 
introduced  to  this  diabolical  connexion,  it  rarely  hap- 
pens that  he  can  shake  it  oiT  before  his  present 
means,  and  even  his  future  prosfiects  in  Ufe,  are  en- 
tirely destroyed ;  for  so  completely  does  he  become 
enveloped  in  their  serpentine  folds,  that  in  the  mo- 
ment of  frenzy  produced  by  the  loss  of  his  realty 
cash,  he  suffers  himself  to  be  persuaded  to  sign  pro- 
missory notes,  or  powers  of  attorney,  transfering  to 
the  holder  the  growing  rents  of  his  estates,  or  the 
profits  of  his  business ;  and  instances  have  been 
known,  wherein,  on  the  death  of  a  man  who  had 
lived  in  comfort  and  afHuence  upon  an  independent 
property,  his  whole  estate  has  been  claimed,  to  the 
ruin  of  his  family,  by  virtue  of  post-obit  bonds  ex« 
torted  from  him  under  the  irritation  of  loss,  and  tile 
dread  of  exposure.    Clerks  and  confidential  servants 
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hiving  the  (iharge  of  their  employer's  iD(mey,  we 
Biso  frequently  involved  in  infamy  and  ruin  through* 
their  unfortunate  visits  to  <the  gaming-table,  where 
they  are  regularly  fleeced  out  of  every  thing  they 
slake,  and  are  at  last  induced  to  risk  the  property 
intrusted  to  their  care,  in  the  vain  hope  of  recovering 
their  losses,  and  preserving  their  characters.  . 

The  room  was  crowded  to  excess  with  anxious, 
groups,  some  playing  at  the  EO  tables — soof^e  at* 
Faro — others  at  Rouge  et  Noir,  and  severaL  hi  tfa^ 
true  spirit  of  gambling,  staking  eboroious  Sims  on 
what  suite  would  next  turn  up.     Several  young  mcai».> 
whom  the  Lieutenant  noticed,  were  lounging  about, 
apparently  with  no  other  object  than  that  of  partaking 
d  the  refreshments ;  but  the  scene  was  new  to  Juan^-  • 
and  his  active  observation  soon  passed  from  the  mere^ 
lookers-on,  to  the  actual  performers  of  the  imporfiant 
drama  in  progress ;  and  he  found  an  ample  field  for 
reflection  in  (he  countenanees  of  a  party  seated  roimd 
a  table  appropriated  to  the  game  of  Hazard. 

It  was  a  mixed  and  piebald  association,  composed 
of  clerks,  tradesmen,  htlf-pay  officers,  broken-dowB 
gentlemen,  and  professed*  gamblers,  all  intent  on  the 
turn  of  a  card  which  would  either  consign  to  their 
grasp  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  or  promote  by 
another  grade  the  destined  rum  of  themselves  and 
families.   Countenances  that  bore  the  stamp  of  youth, 
were  distorted  by  intern&I  emotions ;  cheeks  seemed 
burning  witb  rage,  bosoms  panting  v^ith  disappoint*: 
ment ;  eyes  darting  forth  the  lightnings  of  ^despair ; 
and  pallid  lips  qulv^ing  witK  the  appr^ensjon  of  im* 
pending  ruin.  One  individual  alone  seemed  indifierenfc 
to  the  progress  of  the  game,  and  altogether  unmoved 
either  by  personal  fe^ngs  or  contagion  from  the* 
atmosphere  of  agitation  by  which  he  was  surromided. 
Thia  was  a  hoary-headed  gambler — a  man  grown  otd, : 
wd  withering  in  the  service  of  vice— in  whose  vtios 
the  '^  milk  of  human  kindness**  had  never  eirculated^ 
and  whose  iroii  heart  was  impervious  to  every  sen- 
Mlion  of  hiiaiamty*    Whether  by  accident  et  fraiidr 

3d 
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Joan  eould  not  discover,  but  so  It  was,  that  the  eanl 
upon  which  the  game  depended  turned  up  in  favour 
tif  the  hotty  gamester,  who  eagerly  cleared  the  table 
of  the  stakes,  and  coolly  looking  round  upon  bis 
pennyless  and  suflfering  victims,  announced  his  triumph 
in  a  mixed  &rrago  of  oaths  and  blasphemies,  and, 
fpr  the  first  and  only  time,  relaxed  his  frigid  counte- 
nimce  into  a  Sardonic  grin,  while  the  rest  of  tfie 
party  left  the  table  with  visible  signs  of  desperation 
and  despair ! 

''  Well,"  thought  Juan,  <<  this  is  indeed  a  lesson 
>of  human  infirmity  imd  short-sightedness !     The  tra- 
veller   who    encounters    the   highway-robber — the 
/libertine  who  commits  his  life  and  fortune  to  the 
'  conduct  of  the  wanton — ^the  mariner  who  lanncbes 
his  boat  in  a  tempest— or  the  leronaut  who  consigns 
« his  flimsy  car  to  the  mercy  of  the  hurricane^— all,  all, 
are  less  exposed  to  peril  than  the  dupe  who  cbmmitft 
himself  to  the  destfuctive  vortex  of  a  gaming-table ! 
And  yet  the  scene  I  now  heboid  is  one  of  no  extra- 
ordinary occurrence,  but  the   common  -  evcry-day 
routine  of  a  London  gaming-house  !'* 

The  experienced  Lieutenant  Carelly  was  in  luck 
that  evening,  and  after  having  won  a  considerable 
sum,  had  the  prudence  to  leave  ofl^,  while  Juan 
^bose  volatile  and  inconstant  nature  soon  suppressed 
his  moral  reflections,  becoming  familiar  with  the 
«ene,  and  recollecting  the  lowness  of  his  finanees, 
joined  the  table,  and  at  two  ventures  lost  all  ibe 
money  he  bad. 

He  was,  however,  so  stimulated,  both  by  the  suc« 
cess  of  his  companions  and  their  sneers  at  his  want  of 
spirit,  that  he  had  already  staked  a  considerable  sum, 
which,   if  he  had  lost,  he  possessed  no  means  of 

Eying,  when  all  unexpected  cireumstance  relieved 
n  firom  the  probable  consequences  of  such  a  pro- 
ceeding.  A  whispering  occurred  at  on<e  end  of  tfao 
.  room — a  noise  was  heard  on  the  stairs — angry  veiceot 
and  a  scuflle !  One  of  the  company  tfirew  tiie  cards 
which  he  was  about  to  deal  into  the  fire-^^anolber 
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hurled  the  dice  through  the  window,  and  a  third 
was  about  to  follow  the  exainple  by  throwing  himself 
after  the  dice,  wb^n  the  door  was  burst  open,  and  a 
party  of  police  offio^s  entering,  commanded  all 
pr^^nt  to  8»rreoider  at  diser^tn^n. 

A  scene  of  infinite  confusion  enpued.  Some  it- 
tempted  to  break  through  the  mass— some  over-- 
turned  the  tables,  and  others  put  out  the  lights.  Juan 
made  a  dart  at  a  window,  and  opened  it  with  the 
intention  of  descending,  when  three  or  four  legal 
intruders  sprung  from  an  ambush  on  the  opposite 
side,  and  barred  all  egress.  Meanwhile  a  regular 
batt|e.-royal  was  going  on  in  the  dark — some  good 
blows  t^'ere  apparently  put  in  on  both  sides,  though 
the  hands  that  dealt  them  were  unseen.  Throu^ 
this  mass  our  hero  contrived,  however,  to  fight  bis 
way.  knodcing  some  of  the  interlopers  down,  and 
walking  over  others  ;  and*  having  groped  his  way  to 
the  door,  made  a  rush  down  stairs,  and  tiius  suc- 
ceeded in  effecting  his  escape.  / 


The  interior  economy  of  tii^e  schools  of  licetf- 
tious  and  nurseries  of  vice,  the  utter  hopelessness  of 
any  thing  like  a  rational. chanee  of  advfiintage  to  ibe 
casual  player,  and  tlie  inmiense  •  profits  made  by  the 
keepers  of  the  tables,  have  of  late  been  exposed  in 
the  following  valuable  observations,  published  in  a 
daily  journal : —    , 

''  There  are,  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  one  an- 
other in  the  neighbourhood  of  St,  James's,  upwards 
of  thirty  Gaming-houses,  openii^  every  day  at  dif- 
ferent hours,  from  one  in  the  day  till  two,  three,  and 
four  in  the  morning ;  at  some  of  which  you  may 
stake  as  low  as  two  shillings,  at  others  a$  high  as  two 
thousand  pounds  in  one  sum ;  and  the  tables  are  con- 
stantly filled  with  players.  The  profits  of  these 
tables,  leaving  out  of  the  question  unfair  play,  are 
immense.    The  banker's  point,  at  the  game  univer- 
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sally  played,  R&nge  tt  Noir,  ii  tertaaed  a  Airty-Me 
apreSy  which  h  caTcidated  to  occur  once  in  a  deal  Of 
about  twenty^^ight  coups.  Upon  this  occasion  all 
the  money  on  flie  table  is  impounded,  and  ifee 
next  deal  decides  whidi  colour  wins:  Ac  happy 
winner  in  this  case  gets  back  his  stake  only; 
the  loser,  of  course,  gets  back  nothing.  This  coarse 
is  exactly  equivalent  to  takii^  half  the  money  staked 
on  the  table  at  the  time  the  apres  happens,  and  at 
many  of  the  higher  class  of  houses  8001.  is  stdoed. 
every  cotip.  Thus,  then,  we  arrive  at  the  means  of 
ascertaining  the  profits  of  some  of  these  concerns  :*-* 
twelve  deals  in  a  night  is  an  usual  quantity ;  in  these 
twelve  deals,  on  aa  average,  happen  twelve  apres, 
each  giving  the  banker  150/. ;  thus  one  day's  profit 
amount3  to  no  less  than  1800/.,  making  a  iotiEd  of 
563,400/.,  per  annum,  giving  them  credit  for  shutting 
Hell  up  on  the  Sabbath,  which  is  seldom  done. 

''Well  may  these  men  afford  to  receive  their  guests 
in  magnificent  apartments,  to  spread  out  gratuitous 
feasts,  with  a  profusion  of  wine,  Sf^.  I  amply  are 
they  enabled  to  bribe  (if  such  things  can  be)  the 
Police ;  no  wonder  that,  in  defiance  of  law,  these 
places  ^re  kept  open,  and  that  any  man  with  the 
appearance  of  a  gentleman,  may  be  accommodated, 
to  complete  his  nrin,  with  numey  ttpon  his  own  cheque  ! 
let  us  wonder  only  at  the  infatuation  of  the  players. 

''That  no  one  may  doubt  the  immensity  of  the  pro* 
fits,  it  may  be  stated,  that  the  sum  paid  to  the  French 
government  for  the  licences  for  gaming,  amounts  to 
between  two  and  three  millions  sterling  per  annum, 
and  yet  the  contrtictor  is  generally  the  richest  man 
in  the  kingdom ;  what  then,  must  be  his  profits,  and 
the  profits  of  those  who,  by  taking  nnder-licences, 
make  his  fortune  and  (heir  own  ?     This  ruinous  game 
is  carried  on  here  to  the  same  extent  as  it  is  in 
France,  with  this  only  difference,  that  here  the  bankers 
take  all  the  profit.     A  player   going  in  with  five 
pounds,  may  imagine  that  he  only  pays  his  two  per 
cent,  (the  lowest  average  profit  of  the  banker)  on 


Hit  pounds ;  but  if  he  has  the  usual  fluctuatioti  tif 
luck,  tiie  fact  is,  that  his  five  pounds  win*  he  stilked 
twenty  or  thirty,  peiimps  fifty  times,  in- the  course  of 
a  day's  play  ;  tiius,  supposing,  for  flie  sake  of  exam^^ 
pie,  this  little  sum  shall  have  been  staked  twenty 
times  backwards  and  forwards,  he  will  have  paid 
two  pounds  to  the  table.  This  calculation  applied 
to  100/.,  of  course  gives  40/.  as  the  sum  paid  for  the 
opportunity  of  playmg  while  the  hundred  pounds 
last.'* 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


A  Gang  of  French  Gamblers  established  in  St.  James's— 
Another  CleTical  BIack*Ie^ — Symptoms  of  the  approMshiog 
destruction  of  the  Tratemitv — ^The  English  Blaek-^prtafce 
the  alarm-^Oration  of  a  Veteran  Gambler — ManoBuvres 
resorted  to  by  the  French  interlopers — Probability  of  their 
being  soon  done—- Another  French  HeU — Riot  on  the  Sab- 
bath— Ramifications  of  the  Gang  in  Paris. 

The  encouragement  which  of  late  years  has  been 
given  in  this  country  to  the  professor  of  gaming,  or, 
more  properly  speaking,  of  tiie  black  aft,  is  truly 
wonderful ; — ^not  content  with  those  of  our  own 
growth,  exotics  coming  from  abroad  receive  every 
encouragement ;  here  (hey  strike  root  as  soon  as  im- 
ported, and  the  parish  of  St.  James's  may  be  com- 
pared to  a  vast  dunghill,  which  receives,  and  supplies 
them  with  that  nutriment  which  their  own  vernacular 
soil  denies  thenu  They  liave  made  strange  rava- 
ges there,  and  their  depredations  have  spread  with 
pestilential  rapidity,  infecting  almost  every  rank> 
from  the  peer  to  the  haberdasher  s  apprentice ;  while 
the  vile  miscreants,  who  are  the  abettors  of  this  in- 
fernal system,  fatten  upon  the  very  vitals  of  the  vic- 
tims they  have  immolated  on  the  altar  of  destruction, 
enjoy  perfect  security,  and  continue  thejf  nefarious 
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practioes  with  UDbluduqg,  impu^nt  audacity,  .under 
the  very  walls  of  a  royal  palace. 

Formerly »  men  of  the  loweist  stamp,  sprung  fro^i 
the  very  dregs  of  the  people,  the  vilest  of  the  vile, 
were. seen  to. embark  in  this  trade  of  villany  and. de- 
ceit, such  has  had  forfeited  every  claim  on  society; 
but  now  we  behold  captains  and  colonels,  holding  bis 
majesty's  commission,  coming  forward  and  unblush- 
ingly  announcing  themselves  as  principal  agents  in 
this  abominable  trafllc ; — ^but,  ''  oh,  shame !  where 
is  thy  blush  !'*  most  conspicuous  among  this  herd  ap- 
pears a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  (hold- 
ing a  considerable  living,  stated,  at  1500/.  per  an- 
num) setting  aside  his  sacred  calling,  presiding,. offi- 
ciating as  bigh-priest  at  one  of  the  most  noted  of 
these  temples  of  iniquity  * !  To  this  man  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  those  foreigners  who 
have  of  late  infested  this  metropolis,  and  set  up  French 
hazard  and  roulette,  or  roly  poly^  described  in  Chap- 
ter I. 

It  was  under  the  patronage  and  fostering  care  of 
the  Holy  Saint  -— >  that  the  notorious  Monsieur  B — 
and  his  gang  were  introduced  to  this  country ;  who, 
after  having  initiated  his  reverend  patron  and  col- 
leagues in  all. the  mystery  of  tlie  black  art,  for  which, 
by-the-bye,  the  police .  of  Paris,  more  on  the  alert 
than  ours,  forced  him  to  emigrate,  took  his  reverence 
completely  in,  who  paid  dear  for  his  initiation  fee,  is 
now  figuring  away  on  his  own  account,  leagued  on 

the  one  hand  with  Colonel  M ,  and  Monsieur 

B ,  in  C R — ;  and  on  the  other  with 


*.Tbis  individual  lately  disappeared  under  yery  myste- 
rious circumstances.  Speculatinns  were  made  as  to  the 
probability  of  his  having  been  destroyed  by  some  of  his  Black- 
leg associates,  as  Weare  was  by  Thurtell ;  but  the  'idea  of  his 
haying  (lecamped  to  America,  with  his  ill-gotten  spoils,  is  not 
only  toe  most  probable,  but  has  received  a  certain  degree  of 
confirmation.  True  it  is,  however,  that  he  bas  not  appeared 
to  a  commission  of  bankruptcy  which  has  issued  against  him 
as  a  itHne^merchani  f 
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Me. '. ,  alias  the  Hebrew  Star  ;  and.  if  report 

speak  true,  another  establishmetit  has  been  opened 

under  the  auspices  of  this  worthy  Monsieur  B^^ , 

in  M — street,  Manchester-square. 

Honest  Dick having,  out  of  pure  charity, 

taken  bis  reverence  in  tow,  has,  in  these  days  of  trou- 
ble and  tribulation,  been  named  leader  of  the  band, 
and  he  lias .  now  taken  the  field  in  earnest.  He  has 
lately  been  seen,  Uke  ''  Solomon  in  all  his  glory,'* 
surrounded  by  all  his  stafT,  and  supported  by  certain 
auxiliaries  on  the  retired  list,  take  bis  station  in  the 
avenues  of  the  Kings  Bench,  Westminster*.  Nay, 
in  the  very  sight  of  the  Judge,  attempting  to  inti- 
midate, witii  treats  and  abusive  language,  a  gentle* 
man  who  manfully  stepped  forward  and  attacked 
this  whole  gang  of  depredators,  and  spread  fear  and 
dismay  in  the  very  sanctum  sanctorum  of  the  iHoide- 
moniuU).  Tbal>ks  to  the  exertions  and  perseverance 
of  the  gentlemati  alluded  to,  the  retributive  arm  of 
justice  has  reached  some  of  the  prmcipal  members  of 
the  gangi  and  we  trust  soon  to  see  the  best  part 
of  this  neftirious  crew  annihilated  ;—-diey  are  ,aU 
links  of  one  chain,  ihoy  have  dug  a  pit  for  tbm- 
selyes,:and  wh(Cl)  ever  way  they  move*  backward  or 
forward,  to  tlie  right  or  the  left,  it  is  ready  to  swallow 
them  up.  They  now  appear  tlie  picture  of  '' petty  ^ 
larceny  personified ;' •  evjery  step  they  take  brings 
tbem  a  point  nearer  to  tlie  final  Cjitastroiriie.  Let 
these  miscreant  reptiles  begone,  4U)d  cease  to  contend 
with  insurmountable  power.  The  visitation  will  be 
dreadful,  and  we  may  now  look  with  confideiice  to 
the  day  whw  the  MPhoIe  system  of  fraud,  and  villmy 
will  meet  a  total  overtiptMr.  llioughtless  mortals, 
let  them  **  go  build  bouses,  plant  oreads,  purcbase 
estates,  for  to-morrow  they  die." 

It  will  be  no  soMdl  satnrfaction  to  the  poblic.to  know 


# # 
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■ 

that  the  Rev. ,  keieper  of  the  gaming-house  in 

PalUMall,  has  been  taken  up  upon  a  warrant,  and  held 
to  bail  to  appear  and  take  his  trial ;  that  indict- 
inent;s  are  to  be  preferred  against  ethers,  ami  that  a 
number  of  fashionable  and  distii^i^ed  punters  are  to 
be  brought  forward  as  evidence  upon  the  ocoasion ; 
also,  some  haberdashers'  apprentices,  and  clerks  from 
the  vicinity  of  Cheapside,  whiE^  have  been  enticed 
by  the  parsons  good  wine  and  suppers,  and  hav« 
left  on  his  rouge  et  noir  and  hazard  tables  their  mi^ 
ter*s  money.  His  reverence  has  had  the  assurance 
to  affirm,  that  none  but  ihe  first  nobility  in  the  land 
were  admitted  into  the  prednets  of  his  hell;  but  we 
shall  make  it  apparent  to  his  reverence,  though  he 
fleeces  the  Nobility,  he  is  is  not  above  doing  the  like 
to  fhe  Mobility. 

To  return,  however,  to  'the  French  professors  af 
the  black  art ;  they  opened  their  conclave,  and  pro- 
mised to  eclipse  and  out-do,  in  fraud  and  false  pky, 
every  other  establishment  of  the  kind;  they  em- 
ployed  none  but  light-fingered  Frenchmen  weM  versed 
in  the  art  of  legerdemain.  The  proprietors  of  the 
English  Hells  took  the  alarm,  as  well  tfieyaiigbt; 
the  craft  scarce  knew  how  to  proceed.  Were  tiiey 
to  suffer  tile  French  intruders  to  poach  with  impunity 
on  a  manor  which,  for  many  years,  they  had .  beea  ki 
the  habit  of  considering  as  their  own  exchisive  pre^- 
perty?  Many  were  the  consultations  whieti  took 
place  upon*  the  subject,  and  they  all  agreed:  upon 
point:  viz.  that  this  French  gang  ought  to  be 
hilated.     A  general  meeting  was  accordingly  held, 

and  honest  old  Dick  ,  a  veteran  London 

Black-leg,  argued  thus : — •*  This,  my  worthy  fnends 
and  fellow-sufferers,  is  the  fruit  of  Parson  A— — 't 
French  importation ;  'twas  he  who  opened  the  road 
for  tiiese  French  /outers  ;  without  him  they  woeld 
never  have  found  their  way  over  here;  *twaa  a deoced. 
jmlucky  bit*  ^  It  appears  to  me  there  are  hot  two 
ways  of  puttmg  these  gentry  to  the  root;  the  first 
to  proceed  boldly  against  these  intruders  by  infor^ 
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mation  and  indictment ;  but  this,  my  friends^  is  a 
path  we  must  tread  with  the  greatest  caution,  if  we 
pursue  it ;  for  you  will  all  agree,  'tis  dangerous  to 
bring  such  matters  before  a  Jury :  it  serves  to  estab* 
lish  precedents,  which,  sooner  or  later,  may  be 
brought  to  bear  against  us.  The  second  is  to  tip 
them  a  taste  of  the  alien  act;  this  might  be  done 
snugly ;  and  the  coast  once  clear  of  these  French* 
vagabonds,  we  might  take  our  measures  accordingly, 
and  carry  on  our  operations  as  heretofore,  llliis 
Hebrew  vagabond,  who  is  a  German  Jew,  was  the 
first  who  made  a  serious  attack  upon  our  system ; 
'twas  he  who  taught  the  enemy  our  weak  point ;  he 
mfide.the  first  breach  in  our  ramparts.  Why  did  ybu 
initiate  him  in  our  mysteries.  You  know  bow  stre- 
nuously I  set  my  face  against  the  countenance  afford- ; 
ed  him  by  that  stupid  blockhead  Jack  A——,  who 
bribed  him,  with  ready  money  and  fair  promises,  to 

destroy  old  S *s  establishment :  it  has  turned 

out  as  I  predicted ;  you  have  given  him  stones  to^ 
break  your  head  with,  and  he  now  sets  you  at  de* 
fiance ;  he  has  unfurled  the  tri-coloured  flog ;  which: 
now  floats  triumpliantly  under,  your  very  noses ;  and 
what  none  of  us  were  bold  enoi^h  to  attempt,  he  has 
effected.  Has  be  not  transplanted  from  France  the* 
game  oi  roulette  ?  and  see  how  soon  it  has  taken  root 
in  this  soil.  It  has  attracted  every  punter  which  we 
had  spared  and  were  reserving  for  a  bcnne  bouche. 
We  are  visited  by  none  but  plueked  pigeons,  who 
merely  pall  in  to  take  a  glass  of  our  wine»  and  be 
damned  to  them.** 

At  length  the  French  gang  experienced  a  ma* 
terial  falling  off  in  their  play.  Their  sterling  cus* 
tomers  were  drawn  away  to  the  other  decoys  in 
the  neighbourhood.  In  order  to  remedy  this  evil, 
ifaay  sent  round  a  polite  curcular,  inviting  the  pqntera 
to  return,  and  grace  by  their  presence,  the  Unitei 
Chtbf  as  Ibey  rtiled  themselves ;  and  partake  of  the 
amusemrats  of  the  Rougt  et  Nmr^  Fnneh  HfUford^ 

3  £ 
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and  RoiUette ;  and  pledging  thems^kes  tharno  ex- 
pense and  trouble  should  be  wanted,  which  might 
conduce  to  the  •ease  and  comfort  of  the  punters ;  the 
plain  meaning  of  which  is — tht  comfort  of  their  being 
eitsed  of  their  cash^  by  every  trick,  stratagem,  and 
cheat,  which  human  ingenuity  is  capable  of  devising. 
'  These  swindling  mibcreants,  base  as  tiiey  are  do* 
ceitful,  every  thing  that  is  at  once  despicable  and 
wicked,  sacrifice  victim  after  victim,  by  every  foul 
and  nefarious  practice ;  and  are,  incessantly,  bellow- 
ing oat  lies  about  the  fairness  of  their  play ;  but 
^^  the  balances  of  deceit  are  in  their  hands." 

'  Much  about  the  saiM  time,  anther  Hell  was  e»* 
tablished  under  the  immediate  direction  Und  super- 
intend^iee  of  the  Jew  ■  ■  ■,  and  of  tlie  nbtorious 
Itfonsieur  ■  ■  ■',  a  new  curse  to  the  metropolis,  and 
ar  nttitance  to  the  neighbourhood;  from  which  meii 
ought  to  flee  as  from  a  pestUenee  that  fcalktth  by 
flight. 

■  Very  lately,  on  the  monrng  between  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  a  tremendous  affray  took  place,  between  thia 
gang  of  ruflSans  and  their  oustomers,  after  a  great 
deal  of  baw-wwmg  and  quarrelling  and  nnch  slter- 
eation  about /a»r  f^y  and  dieattng.  From  words  and 
threats  tiiey  came  to  blows,  *  mis^le  weapons  of  all 
fM>rt8  were  used,  candlesticks  were  tiirown  at  the  heada 
of  the  punters,  who  were  not  backward  in  fetamiag 
liie  compliment  with  interest;  such  was  (he  raging 
of  the  storm  and  uproar  in- this  den  of  thieves,  that 
it  could  be  heard  half  way  down  Pall  Mall ;  and  this 
on  a  Sunday  mommg ! ! ! 

How  long  will  the  legislature  suflbriiiese  SkQ>b«ft« 
kreaking  TtdSana  to  ean^  on  their  nefarious  system 
with  impuaity?  ' 

;  On  the  f oilowiog  tlay  this  Hell  presented  a  mem 
toene  of  riot;  a  geotlraian  having  deteeted ttie  oroit* 
^ers  at  sovie  of  their  triefa,  Uuntiy  taxeri  tfiem 
vriHi  the  faela;  he  vas  taken  to  tMk  by  one  of  the 
gaogi  who  not  finding  himself  of  suflBcient  weight 


to  si^ort  tbe  credit  e£  the  ficoi  «^  e<  oriMr,  smttfi 
moned  up  to  his  assistance  a  strong  and  athletic 
ruffian^  tlie  4oor  keeper.  This  C^rberos  fattraed 
upon  Uie  gentleman,  and  gave  bka  a  most  UBroereifiil 
miUing,  the  oiarks^  of  whiah  upon  bis  face  here  amplf 
testimony  of  his  having  good  cause  to  remember  tbi$ 
vi$it  to  the  vtfertml  regions  of  gambling. 

These  foreign  gamblers  have,  by  acts  of  frauds 
wholly  without  a  parallel  and  by  a  long  string  of 
contrivances,  each  of  which  merit  a  hfdter,  ruined 
hundreds  of  families ;  they  oug^t  not  only  to  be 
made  todUgorget  but  to  undergo. the  mostrigorouy 
punishments  the  law  can  inflict,  in  order  that  their 
fate  may  be  a  warning  to  all  fradulent  gamblers  ami 
common  cheats^  in  time  to  come. 

It  is  come  to  a  pretty  pass,  when  au^  vagfibonds  aa 
these,  not  contenting  themsdvea  with-  the  enormous 
.profits  accruing  to  them  from  the  miamffM  giame  of 
Houlette,  or  Roly  Poly,  have  nscourse  tofeu)  jda^ji 
and  enforce  such  cheating  by  assautt  and  batter]% 
and  keep  in  their  own  hoosa  hired  niffiims  to  boUy 
ffad  insult  the  victims  they  have  pkuKfeved..  Every 
hour  such  tagabonds  are  permitted  tO'  carry  on  these 
depredations,  is  a  disgrace  to  a  civilized  country. 
Why  does  not  the  Secretary  of  State  at  once  put  a 
stop  to  this  ^abominable  system,  and  send  thdse  mis* 
creants  out  of  the  country,  by  enforcing  the  alien  act 
against  them.  A  statement  of  this  infamous  system 
ought  to  be  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons. 

Another  set  of  these  Prench  gamblers  are  carrying 
on  their  depredations  under  the  very  walls  of  St. 
James's  Palace.  A  noble  colonel,  brother  to  a  peer 
of  the  realm  is  at  the  head  of  this  establishment,  and 
daily  superintends  their  machinations.  The  princi- 
pals  in  this  concern  are  a  French  sot  disant  colonel 

M  '    ■   ,  Monsieur  B ,  Monsieur  L C— — , 

and  Monsieur  de  S — ?-  F ,  who  is  the  son  of 

the  man  who  invented  the  game  of  Rouge  et  Noir^ 
All  these  fellows  are  adepts  at  the  system ;  and  no 
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dbubt  have  come  to  this  country  for  more  purposes 
than  one. 

It  is  really  surprising  that  English  gentlemen  are 
toch  silly  beings  as  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  duped, 
laikl,  in  Che  end,  mined  by  these  French  cormo- 
rants. Why  do  they  assiociate  with  such  Mack- 
guards ;  surely,  if  gamble  they  must,  there  are  Eng- 
lish club-houses  where  they  may  sure  not  to  be 
cheated. 

*  Lately,  these  Frenchmen  withdrew  their  capital 
from  one  of  these  tables,  and  left  only  sixty  pounds, 
with  the  determination,  if  they  lost  that  sum,  to  shut 
up  shop  for  a  time  ;  but  so  skilfully  did  they  manage 
their  cards  and  roulette,  that  this  trifling  sum  in- 
creased like  a  snow-ball,  and  they  determined  to 
continue  their  depredatory  warfare,  and  not  break 
into  their  former  winnings,  which  are  immense.  Some 
of  the  gang  who  had  gone  back  to  France  to  secure 
their  plunder,  and  who  have  a  strange  longing  after 
our  English  money,  are  about  to  despatch  from  Paris 
a  well  regulated  company  of  sharpers,  to  set  up  in 
opposition  to  their  countrymen  in  this  town. 


* 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Considerations  tending  to  the  Abolition  'of  Gaming — Ancieut 
and  modern  Authorities  decisive  of  its  immoral  and  destra(> 
tive  tendency — General  summary  of  existing  Laws  for  the 
Suppression  of  Gaming. 

The  perniciousness  of  ganiing  was  so  well  under- 
stood, by  the  grand  Impostor  Mahomet,  that  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  prohibit  it,  expressly,  in  the 
Alcoran ;  not  as  a  thing  in  itself  naturally  evil,  but 


ij 
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only  morally  so,  as  it  is  a  step  to  tiie  greatest  Tiwa: 
for  whilst  we  captivate  ourselves  to  chance,  we  lose 
our  authority  over  our  own  passions ;  being  exalted 
to  immoderate  desire,  excessive  hope,  and  an  alter- 
nate snccession  of  joy  and  grief;  we  stand  or  fall  at- 
the  uncertain  oast  of  the  Dice,  or  the  turning  up  of  f 
card.  .  . 

Gamesters  are  slaves  to  the  feeblest  wishes,  and 
if  they  succeed  not,  grow  ftirlous,  profligate,  and 
impious ;  they  become  rash,  and  fit  for  the  blackest 
crimes:  hence  arise  cheats,  quarrels,  blasphemies, 
duels,  and  suicides.  Nor  is  the  vice  confined  to  the 
male  sex  alone ;  with  the  female  gambler,  it  pro- 
duces a  neglect  of  all  domestic  duties,  unlimited 
freedom  and  profligacy  of  manners.  Quod  fum  habet 
in  crumend  Itiat  corpora  By  copying  the  examples 
of  men,  they  lose  the  advantage  of  their  innocence 
and  sex,  and  partake  alike  of  their  diseases  and 
vice. 

It  is  recorded,  that  a  Laced»monian  Ambassador 
being  sent  to  Corinth,  with  a  commission  to  conclude  - 
a  treaty  of  friendship  and  ailianee,  when  he  saw  the 
captains  and  senators  of  (hat  city  playing  at  dice,  re-  . 
turned  home,  saying,  that  he  would  not  so  sully  the 
glory  t»f  Spartans,  £at  it  should  be  said  of  them  that 
tiiey  had  made  a  league  w4th  gamesters. 

Criiden  in  the  Concordance  states,  that  the  words 
gaming,  cards  or  dice,  are  not  once  mentioned  in 
Holy  Writ;  in  lieu  of  which,  he  gives  the  word  Gan- 
grene with  a  proper  comment,  viz.  '^  their  word 
will  eat  as  doth  a  gangrene." 

Pleasure  ought  to  be  the  refinement  of  a  gentle- 
mM.  Gaming  may  very  properly  be  called  the  stra- 
tagem of  the  needy  to  raise  themselves  to  the  level  of 
the  wealthy.  Gaming  is  no  more  than  a  suspension  of 
the  understanding,  a  conflict  of  the  lowest  and  basest 
passion ;  and,  if  there  be  some  skill  required  in  some 
species  of  it,  men,  who  do  not  discover  common  sense 
in  other  things,  often  excel  in  it.  Yet,  in  the  pur- 
wit  of  this  vice,  we  often  see  the  distinction  of  birth,    , 


fMkva«d.iadaeati0D»  sunk  td  tile  letel  of  infiuny, 
iiw  Boblest  faculties  of  the  mnid>  absorbed  in  a  Imt 
foe  play. 

The  great  Loeke  being  iimtetl  to  a  party  off  tte 
highest  TdBBk  is  fortune  and  gentus»  and  hearing  eards 
ealled  for  as  soon  as  dinner  was  over,  retired  tboogfat- 
ful  to  a  window  ;  and  being  asked  the  cause  of  hjs 
serioasDess»  replied;  that  he  had  anticipated  the  lat- 
est delight  from  the  pleasure  their  krdritips  hi^  gtvm 
htm  reason  to  expect^  from  that  day's  conversation 
with  mw  of  character  and  leamiog ;  rad  hoped  his 
sorrow  for  thia  disappointBient  woidd  be  forgiven 
htm.  This  remon^tnosce  had  the  desired  effect,  the 
game  wasthrown  up,  m&  conversation  restored. 

The  Roman  laws  were  very  severe  against  gam- 
ing ;  dice  were  strictly  forbidden  at  all  times,  exee|it 
durieg  the  Saturnalia.  The  bad  ^uunple  of  several 
of  their  emperors,  particularly^  AugustuiiaBd.Claudina, 
brought  it  afterwards  into  such  vogue,  that  the  best 
writers  united  in  cmaurtng  agamstit  By  the  Statute 
33,  Hen.  VIII. ;  no  artificer,  apprentice,  or  servant 
was  allowed  to  play  al  any  game,  except  in  tte  Christ* 
asas  holidays ;  and  then  only,  in  their  master's  house 
and  presence ;  which  exclusive  privilege  and  exemp- 
lion  is,  by  Jate  acts,  to  prevent  gaming,  reserved  to 
the  king's  palace. 

Public  gaming  might  easily  be  suppressed,  and 
public  cheats  andshaipers  brought  to  condign  punisfa- 
ment;  if  magistrates  would  do  their  duty,,  and  con- 
vince the  public  that  they  are  proof  against  the  ac* 
tillery  of  corruption. 

The  bad  examples  of  those  in  authority,  has  rather 
tended  to  increase  than  diminish  the  general  spirit  of 
gaming  amongst  all  degrees  and  ranks  of  people.  It 
is  true  we  have  several  excellent  statutes,  and  very  se- 
vere laws  against  this  dangerous  and  destroddve  vice, 
but  they  are  too  seldom  put  in  execution:  amongst 
tile  great,  that  idol  i^irit  and  notion  of  honour  (to 
whioh  feme,  fortune,  and  Hfe,  are  too  frequently  sa- 
crificed) supersedes  every  rational  measure  of  preser- 
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vation  and  redress  amongst  the  nobiRty ;  wbitst  the 
Ignorance  of  the  laws,  and  the  means  of  discovery  in 
youth  or  the  inexperienced  plebeian,  who  fall  a  victim 
to  the  adept  gambler,  added  to  the  literal  blindness 
of  justice  in  the  very  he<irt  and  centre  of  such  lawlesd^ 
revels^  may  account  for  the  enormous  growth  of  this 
hydra-headed  monster. 

In  gaming,  as  Judge  Blackstone  very  pointedly  ob« 
serves,  the  several  parties  engaged  cast  lots  to  deter** 
itaine  upon  whom  the  ruin  ^allat  present  fall,  that 
l!he  rest  may  be  saved  a  little  longer.  Taken  in  any 
Sgbt,  this  is  an  offence  of  the  most  alarming  nature ; 
fmding  -by  necessary  consequence  to  promote  publie 
idleness,  theft,  and  debauchery  among  those  of  a 
lower  class ;  and,  among  persons  of  a  superior  rank, 
it  hath  frequently  been  attended  with  the  sudden  rain 
and  desolation  of*  ancient  and  opulent  families,  an 
abandoned  prostitution  of  every  principle  of  honoar 
and  virtue,  and  too  often  hath  ended  in  self-murder J 
To  this  passion  every  valuable  consideration  has  bMl 
nsade  a  sacrifice;  and  .it  is  a  passion  which  has  la** 
mentabiy  prevailed  in  our  own  country,  and  which 
we  seem  to  have  derived  from  our  ancestors  the  an^ 
cient  Germans ;  who,  according  to  the  account  given 
of  them  by  Tacitus  were  bewitched  wii}|  the  spirit  of 
play  to  a  most  exorbitant  degree. 

**  They  addict  themsefves,*'  says  <hat  writer, 
'^^  to-dice  (which  is  wonderfal)  when  sober,  and  as  a 
serious  employment,  wtth'soch  a  mad  desire  of  win* 
nmg  'or  tosing,  that,  when  stripped  of  every  fhii^ 
lelse,  they  will  stake  at  last  their  liberty,  and  their 
very  selves.  The  loser  goes  iiito  a  voluntary  slav* 
i)ty,  and,  Hiough  younger  and  stronger  than  his  ante*- 
gonist,  sifflfers  himsirtf  to  lie  bound  and  sold.  And 
tills  persevmraiice  in -so  bad  a  canse  they  caH  the  point 
/  0f  honour;  €a'estin  re  prava  pervieaciUy  ipn  sident 
tMmt.''  One  woald  think,says  the  learned  judge  ntm 
^ite4,  that  Tacitus  was  describing  a  modern  English* 
Diiaa.  Against  a  spirit  so  frantic,  laws  can  be  of  lib* 
tie  «vail ;  baeanse  the  same  false  sense  of  honoar,  iSMk 


prcmipts  a  man  to  sacrifice  himself,  vill  deter,  him 
fr^m  appealiDg  to  the  magistrate.  Yet  it  is  proper 
that  restricting  and  punishing  laws  should  be  enacted* 
and  that  tliey  should  be  publicly  aiuiouoced  and  re- 
peatedly inculcated,  if  possible,  to  preserve  the  un^ 
wary,  if  not  to  reclaim  those  who  are  on  the  brink  of 
ruin.  Accordingly  we  shall  here  recite  some  of  the 
principal  statutes  which  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature 
has  formed  with  a  view  of  preventing  this  eviL 

By  16  Car.  II.  c.  7.  it  is  enacted,  &at  if  any  person 
of  wha(  degree  soever^  shall  by  any  fraud, .  unlawful 
device,  or  otlier  ill  practice,  in  playing  at  cards,  dice, 
tables,  teimis,  bowls,  skittles,  sluiffle^boavdi  or  by 
cock-fightings,  horse^^races,  dog-matches^  fqot*raom, 
or  other  pastimes,  game  or  games  ivbatsoever^  or 
bearing  a  share  or  part  in  the  stakcrs,  or  by  betting 
on  both  sides  of  such  as  shall  play,  act,  ride,  or  pm 
as  aforesaid,  win  or  obtain  to  himself  any  sum  of 
money  or  other  valuable  things,  he  shall  forfeit  treble 
the  vahic ;  half  to  the  king,  and  half  to  the  paitjr 
grieved,  or  who  shall  lose  the  money- or  4h«Bg  so  wo» 
or  obtained)  (provided  he  shall  sue  in  «ix  months) 
otherwise  to  any  otlier  person  who  shall  sue  in  One 
year  noxt  after  the  laid  six  months,  by  action  of  debt^ 
bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  the  eourta  of  re* 
cord  at  Westminster,  with  treble  costs. 

And  by  9  Anne,  c.  H.  it  is  further  enaeted,  4liat 
if  any  p^erson  do  ^r  shall,  by  any  fraud  or  shift,  c;0a* 
m¥^g^  circumvention,  deceit,  or  unlawfiil  d?vioe,  or 
ill  praptiee..  whatsoever,  in  playing  at  or  witk  eaBi», 
dice,  M  any  of  the  games  afaresaid,  w  in  nv  by 
bearing  a  share  or  part  in  the  stakes,  wagers»  m  wir 
ventures,  or  in  or  by  betting  on  the  sides  or  hands  of 
such  as  do  qr  shoU  play  as  aforemd,  win,  obtain^  or 
acqtuire,  to  himself^  or  themselves,  or  to>  any  oUier  or 
others,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  or  other  valujibb 
^ing  or  ^iogs  whatsoever,  or  shall  at  4uiy  time  or 
sitting,  win  of  any  more  person  or  peraoM  vhiilr 
ypwr»iabove  the  sum  of  101. :  that  then,  ovorf 
person  or  persons  so  winning  by  snob  ill  practioo  as 
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aforesaid,  or  wipmiig  at  any  one  time  or  sittkig* 
above  the  said  sum  or  value  of  10/. ;  ami  being  cqh^- 
vioted  of  any  of  the  said  offences,  upon  an  indictment 
or  information  to  be  exhibited  against  him  or  them 
for  that  purpose^  shall  forfeit  five  times  (he  value  of 
the  sum  or  sums  of  money,  or  other  tilings  so  won  as 
aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  of  such  ill  practice  as  afore*- 
said,  shall  be'  deemed  infamous,  and  shall  suffer  «uoh 
corporal  punishment,  as  in  case  of  wilful  perjury; 
and  such  penalty  to  be  recovered  by  such  person  or 
persons  as  shall  sue  for  tiie  same  by  such  action  as 
aforesaid. 

And  any  person  who  shall  at  any  one  time  or  sit* 
ting,  by  playing  at  cards,  dice,  tables,  or  other  game 
or  games  whatsoever,  or  by  betting  on  the  sides  of 
such  as  do  play,  lose  to  any  one  or  more  persons  so 
playing  or  betting,in  the  whole,the  sum  orvalue  of  1(K,, 
and  shall  pay  or  deliver  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof, 
the  person  so  losing  and  paying,  or  delivering  the 
same,  shall  be  at  liberty  within  tiiree  .months  then 
neaU,  $,0  siio^for  and  recover  the  same,  with  costs,  in 
any  court  of  record :  and,  if  he  shall  not  sue  in  three 
months,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  other  person  to  sue 
for  and  recover  the  same,  and  treble  value,  with  costs, 
half  to  the  person  who  will  sue  for  'the^Mime,  and  half 
to  the  poor  of  the  parish  where  the  offeitee  shall  be 
oommitled. 

Upon  the  construction  of  tb^e  words  ^  at  any  <Mie 
time  or  sitting,"  in  this  statute,  it  has  been  held,  that 
where  fourteen  guineas  had  been  won  and  paid  after 
a  continuance  at  play,  except  an  interruption  during 
dinner,  it  was  to  be  considered  as  won  at  one  time  or 
sitting ;  but  the  court  said,  that  if  the  action  bad 
been  brought  for  the  penalty,  by  a  common  informer^ 
they  woujd  have  held,  tliat  the  money  had  been  )ost> 
at  two  jsittings. 

And  every  person  who  shall  be  liable  to  be  sued 
for  the  same,  diall  be  obliged  to  answer  on  oath  such 
bill  as  shall  be  preferred  against  him,  for  disGoVeMng 
the  warn  nS  money  ^v  thing  so  woo.  ^^* 

Sr 
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If  any  person  rfiall  playat  tkttis,  dke,  tflMes, 
tenuis,  bowls,  skklles,  shuffle^oard,  or  any  irther 
pastime,  game  or  games  whatsoever,  other  than^with 
and  fer-ready  mcmey,  or  shall  bet  ^on^tlie  stdes-f^f 
atxeh  as  shall  play,  or  shall  lose  any  sum  or  other 
thing  exceeding  100/.  at<  any  one  time  or  fneetif^, 
apon  ticket,  or  credit,  or  oAerwise,  and  shall  not 
pay  down  the  aame  when  he  shall  so  lose  it,  he  fiiall 
not  in  such  case  be  bound  to  make  it  good,  but  (he 
'Contract,  -ov  contracts  for  the  same,  and  for  eveiy 
part  thereof,  and  all  assurances  and  securities  for  the 
same  shall  be  void  and  of  no  effect ;  and  tiie  winner 
shall  forfeit  treble  value,  of  all  'Such  sums  or  «ther 
things  as  he  shall  so  win  above  100/.  half  to  tfae«king, 
and  half  to  him  who  shall  sue,  within  one  year,  in  any 
of  the  courts  of  record  at  Westminster  with  treUe 
oosts. 

And  all. notes,  biltt,  bonds,  judgtnents, cntortgages, 
or  other  securities  or  conveyances  whatsoever,  where 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  consideration  of  such 
securities  and  conveyances  shall  be  for  money  i>r 
other  valuable  things  won  by  gaming,  or  pla3r]i^at 
cards,  dice,  tables,  tennis,  bowls,  or  other  game  or 
games  whatsoever ;  or  by  betting  on  the  sides  of 
such  as  do  game  at  any  of  the  games  aforesaid ;  or 
for  the  reimbursing  or  repaying  of  any  money  know- 
ingly lent  or  advanced  at  the  time  and  place  of  ^uch 
play,  to  any  person  or  persons  so  gaming  or  bettii^ 
as  aforesaid,orthfit  shall,  during  such  play  so  play  or 
bet,  shall  be  utterly  void,  frustrate,  and  of  none  effect. 
And  ^ere  such  securities  shall  be  of  lands,  tenements, 
or  hereditaments,  or  such  as  incumber  and  affeot  the 
same ;  they  shall  enure  and  be  to  the  sole  use  Md 
*  benefit  of,  and  devolve  upon  such  persons  as  should  or 
might  have  such  lands,  in  ease  the  said  grantor,  or  per- 
son so  incumbering  tlie  same,  had  been  dead :  and  all 
grants  or  conveyances  to  hinder  them  frotn  devoHiog 
on  such    person  shall  be  deemed  fraudulent    and 

-  If,  therefore,  a  bBl  of  exohange  be  given  for  monc^ 


an  kidorsee  who  has  given  a  valuable  consideratiiMa.- 
for>  it,  andwilboiltnetiee':  fer»  the  ortgisMil  vice  of 
the  <  eonsiden^n  alfeets^  the  seeerity,  even  ia  llier' 
hands  ef  an  inooeent  holder.     And  from  a  deciaton  in 
the  court  of  chancery,  it  seesss  that  if  mpney  be  paid  - 
oD'SOch security » it  may  be  recovered  back:  because 
payment  under  a  void  security  cannot  be  supported^ 
Nor  ddes  the  limitation  of  three  months  (within 
which  time  the  statute  requires  the  loser  of  tl^ 
m<Hiey»  actually  paid  at  the  time  it  is  lost,  to  ^riog 
his  action  to  recover  it  baelc)  egctend  to  payments  ovk 
aecount  of  such  void  securities* 

If  any  persm  shall  win  at  play i  or  by  betting,  at 
any  one  time,  the  swn  or  valn6  of  l(M.  or  withm  H^, 
sfae^  of  twenty^four  hours*  tbe  sum  or  vahie  of  20/. 
he  shall  be  liable  to  be  indicted  for  such  offence,  in 
Ba  moirfiis,  either  in  the  King's  Bench;  or  at  the 
assizes ;  and  being  convicted,  shall  be  fined  five 
times  ti^  value  of  the  sum  won  or  lost ;  which,  after 
such  charges  as  the  court  shall  judge  reasonaUe^. 
allowed  thereout  to  the  prosecutor  and  evidengew. 
sbdl  go  to  the  poor.  . 

Anil  if  one  offender  shall  disoover  another,  so  that 
he  be  convicted,  the  discoverer  shall  .be  discharged  i 
from  all  penalties  on  account  of  sueh  ofiiHice,  if  not/ 
before  convicted  thereof,  and  shs^  beadimtted  as  aa. 
evidence  to  prove  the  ssuofie. 

Any  two  justices  may,  cause  to  come,  or  to  be 
brought  before  them,  every  person  whom  they  shall^ 
have  just  cause  to  suspect  to.  have  no  visible  estale; 
piofession,  or  calling  to  maintain  themselves  by,  but- 
do  for  the  most  part  support  themselviss  by  gaming ; 
and  if  such  person  do  not  make  it  appear  to  the 
said  justices,  tliat  the  principal  part  of  his  expenses: 
is  not  maintained  by  gaming,  tfiey  shall  require  of 
him  sufficient  securities  for  his  good  behaviour  for 
the  space  of  twelve  months;  and  in  default  of  his 
finding  such  itecurities,  shall  commit  him  to  tb    cotat 

3p2  .: 


nfon  gaol  tin  he  Aall  find  SQch  siscttriiiw  m  tfoM- 
said.  ^ 

And  if  he  shall,  during  the  time  for*  which  he  sfadi 
be  bound,  at  any  one  time  er  sitting,  play  or  bet  for 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  or"  other  tiling  or  things, 
exceeding  in  tiie  whole  the  value  of  twenty  shtlKngs, 
such  playing  shall  be  deemed  a  forfeiture  of  the  recog- 
nizance. 

'  In  order  to  prevent  such  quarrels  as  may  happen 
on  account  of  gaming ;  if  any  person  shall  assault 
and  beat,  or  challenge  to  fight,  any  other  person 
whatsoever,  on  account  of  any  money  won  by  gam- 
ing, playing,  or  betting,  at  any  one  of  the  games 
aforesaid,  he  shall  oh  conviction  thereof  by  inform* 
ation  or  indictment,  forfeit  to  the  king,  all  his  goods, 
chattels,  and  personal  estates  whatsoever,  and  shall 
also'suffer  imprisonment  without  bait  or  mainprise,  in 
the  common  gaol  of  the  coitnty  whefe  the  convi<$tion 
shall  be  had,  during  the  term  of  two  years. 

If  any  person  who  shall  be  licensed  to  sell  any 
sorts  of  liquors,  or  who  shall  sell,  or  suffer  the  same 
to  be  sold,  in  his  house,  outhouse,  ground,  or  apart- 
ment thereto  belonging,  shall  knowingly  suffer  any 
gaming  with  cards,  dice,  draughts,  shuffle-boards, 
mtssissippi,  or  billiard-tables,  skittles,  nine-pins,  or 
with  any  other  implement  of  gaming  in  his  house, 
dtithouse,  ground,  or  apartment  thereto  belonging, 
by  any  journeymen,  labourers,  servants,  or  appren* 
tices;  and  shall  be  convicted  thereof  on  confession, 
or  oath  of  one  witness,  before  one  justice,  within  six 
days  after  the  oflence  committed,  he  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  for  the  first  offence  forty  shillings,  and  for  every 
other  offence  ten  pounds,  by  distress,  by  warrant  of 
such  justice,  three-fourths  to  the  church- wardens,  for 
tile  use  of  the  poor,  and  one-fourth  to  the  informers. 

By  the  recent  police  acts,  gamblers  and  persons 

convicted  of  keeping  gambling-houses  are  liable  to 

.  be  punished  by  committal  to  hard  labour,  ami  as  not 

only  the  magistrates  of  London,  but  also  the  Lord 
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*  -  •     • 

Chief  Justice  of  the  Coiirt  of  King's  Bench  have  de- 
dared  their  determination  to  put  the  act  in  force  in 
ftattire  cases  of  conviction,  we  shall  doubtless  soon 
bear  of  the  worshipful  society  of  Black-legs  amusing 
themselves  at  the  agreeable  exercise  of  the  Tread- 
Mill.  Would  not  the  effect  be  heightened  if  the 
first  batch  was  made  to  comprise  a  few  of  the  co-^ 
roneted  and  clerical  knaves  whom  we  have  already 
described  ? 


CHAPTER  X. 

Soitte  of  the  Black  Legs  oveHaken  bj  Justice — ^Trial,  Condemn* 
ation,  and  Punishment  of  Gangs  convicted  under  the  Statute 
against  keeping  Common  Gaming  Houses. 

Having  in  our  former  Chapter  lifted  aside  the  veil 
of  mystery  mider  cover  of  which  the  unholy  rites  of 
the  modern  hells  were  celebrated, — and  followed  up 
the  exposure  by  a  digest  of  the  laws  to  which  the 
black-legs  are  amenable,  we  now  proceed  to  detail 
the  means  by  which  justice  hsis  at  length  overtaken 
some  portion  of  the  worthless  crew. 

Numerous  prosecutions  have  at  different  periods 
been  commenced  against  the  keepers  of  common 
gaming  houses,  and  in  some  instances  convictions  have 
followed ;  but  the  defendants  escaped  being  brought  up 
to  receive  the  judgment  of  the  Court ;  for  it  unfortu- 
nately happened  that  the  prosecutors  were  men,  whose 
fortunes  bad  been  lost  at  the  gaming-table,  and  who 
were  either  intimidated  by  threats  and  persecutions 
to  drop  proceedings,  or  from  the  necessity  of  their 
circumstances  w^re  unable  to  withstand  a  bribe,  and 
were  thus  induced  to  compromise  their  public  duty. 

Such  have  been  the  means  by  which  the  gaming 
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bMK fcwpwii^ baiv«  for  so  ymik^i tengHn off. titto 
1>«fflod7dier;QiMit  ^  jiiitioe;  ond^boeRroMbMNaieo** 
tinoo^tlmr  pmrfilaMe^  bttfeimqi^ 
tern  eftpku^kr;  iiropeii  ilofime<rf'tlle'l^ 

It  remtBBfid  for  u  Mr.  \Voodvoile«^^Mr.  Gr»t, 
ttNTproBooiiloiv^iriho'triak^wbidi  we  fuio  noir  about 
t^  reooyd;.  to^  perfonir  tlioMmportiBlf^aiid^bomficial 
dvAy  of  drag^Bg  Ur  tbo  BaT  of  Justio^some  of  tfie 
most  notorious  of  the  delinquents,  there  to  reeeive 
that  just  pcmisbmentt  which  the  highly  criminal  and 
demoralising  nature  of  their  ofiences  had  so  Irag  and 
so  richly  descrvedr 

To  Uie  firm  and  manly  exertions  of  these  pro- 
secutors tiie  public  are  indebted  for  the  first  effec- 
tual check  which  the  gapm^«bawe  system  has  re- 
deived.  In  the  performance  of  these  duties  they  have 
bc«ii4Hsaited  by-ov«y  sp^eiwjof^bleyyf^ad  Candor 
whMFtte  poR'^f  uiwwdbkftaaAilriwiiia§iifiiiliMiMiiiuis 
could  invent  Theyi^jeeMd  WItl^sellfmA»t>ffeied 
bribe ;  and.  steadily  pursued  that  course  which  a 
sense  of  paUic  duty  poioMd  oufc:  Tbiinr  eaertions 
have  beeff^^  crowned  with  sueeess :  mi'  ther^ean'  be 
no  doubt  that  the  severity  of  the  senttacerpaased' upon 
such  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Hells  as  have  at  present 
been  brought  to  justice,  will  effectnalfy  deter  othqra 
from  the  commissioB  of  simjiar  oflfbinew;  *  The  suffi*-- 
ciency  of  the  laws  to  repress^  Gaang:  is 'herein  4e- 
monstrated;  and  the  public  will  surely  iMrJoiiger  be- 
hold with  iodifference  the  cantnoRsance  oftfiaft  systew' 
whiclvhas  broc^it  thousands  to  ruin,  sosddOi  and'tbe 
scaffold! 

We  now  proceedrto  give  a  digested*  report  of  soaoe 
of  the  trials  which  have  taken  place  on  'indietments 
against  persons  for  keeping  common  gBmiiig^e«ses« 
Tlie  strictest'  attention  which  the  reader  can  bestow, 
on  the  evidence  by  which  these  indictments  have 
been  supported,  will  be  amply  repatd  by  the  very 
curious  light  which  it  throws  on  the  tricks  and  frau^ 
of  the  master  black-lcgs. 
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The^rsQ,  ^nlthe  PronntMion  of  John  WooDRorrs, 

.FIELD,  John  Philips,  jmd  Thomas  Carlos,  far 
a  IKKtdenmnoiir  in  keepmg  a  X^ammon  ^Qmmng 
Howe  at  No.  75,  St.  J0me$'sj8tnet. 

Itlr.  C. 'Phillips  mTcI  ^Mr.  TiUford  emaKicteid  *:tbe 
prosecutor's .  ea$e,  and  'Mr.  CQSw«dd.imd  'Mr.'Plfttt 
w€re'far*the  dj^fendants. 

:Mr.TALFORD  opened  the  prooeediiigs  by *9MiDg 
the  nature  of  4he  indictmont  against  rtiie  defendants, 
ivblch  wasfor  keeping  a  common^gamingi^hoiise.  The 
specific  acts  Were  variously  laid  in  four  counts. 

Mr.  CHARLES  PHILLIPS  stated  ?the  case  to 
the  Jury.  The  offence  charged  against  the  defend- 
ants, he  said,  was  that  of  keeping  a  common  gaming 
house.  In  a  crimiBal  proceeduig  of  so  serious  a 
nature;  he  deemed  it  unjustifiable  to  introduce  any 
observations  which  might  tend  to  prejudice  or  in* 
flame  the  case  against  the  defendants,  and  would 
ther^ore  confine  himself  to  a  simple  and  naked 
statement  of  the  facts^  and  to  laying  them  before 
'the  jury.  'The  question  was  whether  or  not  No. 
75;.  St.  James*s  ^Street,  was  a  house  where .  unlawful 
games  were  played,  and  whether  the  defendants  were 
&e  masters  of  it  ?  He  hoped  to  be  able  to  est^blisb 
:this  jiroposrition  tothejentire  satisfaction  of  ttre  jury. 
He  would  not  at  present  pass  .any  strong  comments 
upon.the»defendants  being  persons  of  .the  descrtption 
charged  in  the  indictment,  because  if  they  mere  con- 
vjeted.of  the  tfffence,. there  would  be jinother * ocoasion 
better  fitted  for  (he  introduetion  of  such  renmrks. 
T^is  indictment  was  preferred  i)y  a  gentleman  of  the 
name  of  Woodroffe,  a  student  of -the  Inner  Temple. 
From  this  gentleman,  who,  like  too  many  otters, 
had  been  seduced  to  visit  these  receptacles  of  vice. 
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the  jury  would  learn  that  sums  of  an  unlawful  amount 
were  played  for  there.  It  was  Mr.  Woodrofle's 
misfortune  to  lose  considerable  sums  at  play,  and  be 
was  acquainted  witli  tlie  persons  of  the  four  defend- 
ants.' Upon  tlie  question  of  its  being  a  ganiing- 
house,  however,  there  could  be  little  doubt;  and 
the  only  remaining  question  was,  whether  tlie  four 
defendants  were  die  proprietors?  Mr.  Woodroffe 
would  speak  to  seeing  the  four  defendants  present 
whilst  the  games  where  {laying,  and  that  they  acted 
as  masters,  being  distinguished  from  the  visitors  by 
their  not  weai'ing  their  hats,  whilst  all  other  persons  in 
the  room  were  generally  covered.  He  would  also 
tell  the  jury  that  Tic  saw  them  dividing  the  spoil  after 
the  play  was  done  ;  and  that  upon  one  night  partial- 
larly  when  he  came  in  late,  he  was  informed  by  one 
of  the  defendants,  that  the  game  was  over,  l>ut  tliat 
they  would  be  glad  to  see  him  another  time.  Another 
witness  would  be  called  to  confirm  Mr.  WoodroSes 
testimony ;  and  from  him  the  jury'would  learn  a  circum- 
stance  which  would  be  important  against  one  of  the 
defendants.  This  witness,  having  the  too  common 
misfortune  to  be  involved  in  a  personal  quarrel  with 
another  gentleman  whom  he  met  at  a  house  of  this 
description,  in  obedience  to  tlie  dictates  of  false 
honour,  if  iheve  could  be  any  honour  in  such  a  place, 
requested  one  of  the  defendants  to  lend  liim  a  pair 
of  pistols,  he  having  been  informed  that  the  defend- 
ant possessed  an  excellent  pair :  the  defendant,  how- 
ever, refused  to  accommodate  him,  observing,  *'  You 
know  I  must  not.  If  any  thing  unfortunate  idiould 
occur,  I  should  get  into  a  pretty  scrape."  So  much 
for  the  proof  of  proprietorship  against  this  house. 
With  one  observation,  then,  he  should  leave  the  case 
in  the  hands  of  tlie  jury.  An  attem)Tt  might  be 
made  on  the  other  side  to  impeach  the  credit  of  the 
witnesses,  on  the  ground  of  their  being  disappointed 
gamesters.  He  (Mr.  Phillips)  was  convinced  the 
jury  would  find  them  honourable  men.      He  did  not 


IMpwoT  wM  'to  tioQsiieidi  them  aay  indtd^eiidie  for 
Aemrior  he  vkditd  tht  jury  to  deal  with  that  as 
^{Mry  'Wiv^  IfaeBU  Th&t  tb^  had  gamed  at  this 
thtfuiie  <lhere  ceiild  to  no  doubt,  but  it  shmdd  be 
MoeHMted,  thut  if  ei«dit  was  not  to  be  given'tp  the 
teiliiMOjr  of  4tiBh  ivilAetses,  tiM  ktepm  of  these  dens 
>^  tnij^tiitjr  cenld  awter  he  brought  to  Justieo,  as 'no 
<etfier  fftsom  woiidf  be  .'gvod  evidetioe  butaidi  as 
^^M  pieaiot.  Wheo'  he  faaid  lldd  thii  Evidence  be* 
ferellbe  jury,  h%  hadoo  .dtonbt  of  then*  terdiet 

JOHN  WOQ]%RCWF£,the  pro^eciitor,  waa-titen 
flatted  and  eMnmed.  I  hiioir  the  house  Ne.  75, 
9L  JamA's^traet.  I  Arat  frequented  tt  in  tte  latter 
etid  of  Jidy,  IfiBI.  I  was  introdoi^ed  byaghntle- 
isaawhwa  I  mrt  dt  a  cofbethouse.  Theve  seemed 
tOibe  gaeat  fdifteuity  in  gletling  in;  tod  we  had  to 
fmss-throagb  aMneral  domrs  strongly  barriettdaed  fae- 
ftrM'we  cameto  the  gambling  roan,  whioh  whs  iib  a 
•fiptnt  kmAi  npataii«.  The  famKnre  hf  the  roam 
waa  of  a  geqpsons  description,  the  euvtalns  damadc, 
and  erafry  thing  tended  to  cap(Svete  the  sMses. 
There  were  about  thirty  persons  priosatit;  iikf  plagFed 
#t  A  Ffenth  game  eaUed  Rouge  ht  Nesr.  They  all 
ylagrad  agatiSBt  the  bank.  The  f^ab  is  played  upon 
sr  lar|^  oblong  iiible,  ooverad  wki  gfbm  dbth^  uj|ian 
iwbicE  IhcM  aa*  four  odinpaitaMata  int  divisiaits, 
eakMradted  abd  bkbk  attecnidsely,  and  tiicltdHir^s 
miy  atake  their  mMAy  iqpcm  either  cOlaur  aa  Mits 
their  fMOf  .  The  bank  la  plaaad  esi  tte  middb  of 
ffthatiJ^la»  aid  thh  alrdi^n  or  sk^en  ait  oilpoaite 
:4Mh'othav^4iairingiii»  kink  iMlare  them.  ^Iiore 
mmmM  inaka.  hf  «brds  used  in  tkei^;eni  each 
4ipasi  Of  isftahe  ib  »dabidad  in  half  )i  taiiiuie.  IKUor 
evw  e  tyiity«asie  nprd^  mc^m  whkk  i»  ^Matted 
te^  t^  Iplme  Mwee  thus  m  eiirery  tw»  deals  ^ 
4«lenfey^i^t  >e«eiis^  the  keep<M  «f  th^  hank  ssin 
k9if  thnttOtejr  titahed  on  the  tebk,.  witbodl4e  pos- 
«ibUity  <sf  losing'  an^  Ifaiqg.  the  isbsntos  of  «rin- 
ki««jra  «aaklr«i  favasr  of  the  hank.    Ihnrehaton 
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to  tfie  house  seven  jot  eight  times,  and  have  invaiiaUy 
been  a  loser.  I  have  played  at  hazard  there  also. 
I  have  seen  all  the  defendants  there,  acting  as  masters 
or  mtfiagers.  The  visitors  generally  kept  their  hats 
on,  but  the  defendants  used  always  to  be  uncovered, 
as  if  th^  were  at  home.  I  have  heard  than  givii^ 
dhrectiona  to  their  servants  about  the  refreshiBentB. 
These,  consisting  of  the  choicest  wines,  spirits,  &e., 
were  handed  about,  gratis,  and  in  profiision^  and  the 
visitors  partook  of  them  till  many  became  drunk.  I 
recollect  going  in  one  night,  after  the  game  was 
over,  when  the  four  defendants  were  sitting  round 
tfie  table  counting  the  money  in  the  baidc.  Carlos 
told  me  the  play  was  over,  but  they  would  be  ^ad 
to  see  me  anodier  night  I  have  always  seen  llie 
defendants  there  when  I  went.  Upon  one  occasion 
I  interfered  in  the  case  of  a  gentlennn  who  was 
drunk,  and  whose  money  I  thoui^ht  they  were  taking 
usfairlyi  ndien  PhiUips  said,  ''We  know  bow  to  irec- 
tify  mistakea  without  your  mterfereoce/'  The  de- 
fendants were  always  sober,  but  many  of  the  playets 
wete  often  intoxicated. 

Cross-cMmmed  by  Mr.  CuRWoon.  I  have  played 
in  defendtnls'  house  several  times.  I  am  a  student 
of  (he  Inner  Tem|^  and  expect  to  be  called  to  the 
bar.  I  have  unfortunately  lost  too  much  time  at 
these  houses.  I  have  brou^^  civil  actions  for  tiie 
recovery  of  money  I  have  lost  against  these  same 
defendants,  and  have  prdSerred  an  indtctaieiit  alMinst 
another  gaminghouse  in  Pall  Mall.  I  am  tm  con- 
cerned in  any  other  indictment  I  waa  not  maeh 
ahrroed  when  I  was  first  introduced  into  thia  gttufaig- 
house.  I  had  lost  a  great  deal  of  money,  and  by 
the  advice  of  my  friends  prefSsrred  this  indictment  I 
have  never  been  in  the  Fleet  Prieon,  nw  have  I  ever 
teken  the  benefit  of  the  InsoWent  Act.  I  iMKve  been 
arrested  more  than  once  by  a  sheriff's  oflker,  but  al- 
ways paid  debt  and  costs.  I  have  repMtedly  Kfused 
to  compromise  this  proceeding  against  the  ddSpnd- 
ants. 
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WILLIAM  SMITH  examined.  J  am  alteute- 
nant  in  the  army.  I  know  the  hou9e.  No.  75,  SL 
James's  Street,  i  ha^  aecompanied  Mr.  WoodroflTe 
there.  Rouge  et  Noir  and  hazard  was  played  there. 
Refreshments,  consisting  of  wine,  spirits,  fruit,  sand* 
wiches,  &c.,  were  provided  for  tiie  players,  and  dis- 
tributed gratis.  I  have  occasionally  seen  persons  in 
the  room  who  were  not  quite  sober.  Tlie  defendants 
were  generally  sober.  AH  the  defendants,  except 
Oldfield,  were  constantly  in  the  room,  and  4ook  an 
aetive  part  in  tiie  management  of  the  concern.  Old- 
field  was  not  always  there ;  he  generally  came  in  late. 
I  once  applied  to  Bennett  to  lend  roe  a  pair  of  pistols^ 
but  he  reftisod,  with  an  observation  upon  the  impro- 
priety of  his  lending  me  his  pistols.  I  was  in .  the 
house  on  the  9d  of  August,  and  saw  Mr.  Woodrofie 
tliere.  The  stakes  played  for  at  this  house  are  from 
lOf.  tojglOO. 

Cross-exanmied  by  Mr.  Curwood.  I  have  been 
indicted.  The  keepers  of  the  gaming-houses  indicted 
me  after  I  had  taken  proceedings  against  them.  I 
have  never  taken  the  benefit  of  the  Insolvent  Act.  I 
am  now  in  the  rules  of  the  King's  Bench;  but  should 
not  be  there  had  I  not  been  arrested  by  the  gaming- 
house keepers  ;  and  two  of  my  detaining  creditors  at 
this  momient  are  keepers  of  gaming-houses. 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Phillips.  I  have  lost  very 
large  sums  of  money.  I  do  not  think  I  lost  more 
than  d^lOO  at  75,  St.  James's  Street.  I  have  lost 
upwards  of  ^2000  at  32,  Pall  Mall.  I  have  been 
a  great  loser  at  other  houses.  * 

JOHN  TOMLINSON,  the  collector  of  taxes, 
proved  that  the  house' was  in  •the  parish  of  St. 
James's.  ^    * 

Mr.  Phillips.     This  is  my  case. 

Mr.  Curwood  addressed  the  Jury  for  the  defend- 
ants. He  contended  that  the  witnesses  were  disap- 
pointed gamblers,  who  had  commenced  these  prose- 
cutions for  the  purpose  of  extorting  Money,  and  that 
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eensemeditly  tkeir  testimony  w^s  not  worthy  of  cre- 
dit. They  did  iftyt  come  into  Court  witt  clean  h»ids ; 
they  accQsed  others  of  the  very  crime  of  which  fbey 
themselves  h^d  been  ^ilty.  Upon  the  whole,  he 
trusted  the  Jury  would  look  with  great  suspicion  upon 
their  evidence,  and  disappoint  the  motives  which  had 
induced  this  prosecution. 

The  Lord  Chiisp  Justice  shortly  reviewed  the 
case,  said,  there  was  not  even  a  shadow  whieh  could 
impeach  the  credit  of  the  witnesses.  The  Jnry  could 
not  expect  to  got  evidence  .in  such  cases,  if  Ihey  did 
not  receive  tiio  testimony  of  persons  who  frequented 
these  houses ;  and  for  his  own  part  he  saw  no  reason 
to  dqbelieve  the  evidence  which  had  been  laid  before 
them. 

The  Jury  instantly  found*  all  four  defendants, 
GUILTY. 

IN  THBOOtmr  OF  KING*S  BENCH* 

7%6  KiH^ '  Mf  iA#  pttmwlmt^  af  John  Woob- 
Roprs,*  Es<f.,  ugairtst  CiiAmsES.  E0Ward  fioGin 
4iiid  WvuLim-  ]^0i«iw)siiL  HtxMniBf  BB,  /cr  IT  urn- 
deme«mmm  w  kecffir^.  a  comg»M*  garniVv^Dttse,  ut 
No.  3S,,Mto  40i  Pit//  Maik 


TiALpofia  openedl  tbft  p1e«dings  in  tfars  eise. 
The  in4lo{intnt^  WAS  in  all  respects  similar  to^ifae  we 
m  the  preceding^  (ria)^  with  the  exception  of  the 
change^  of  Biionesi 

Mr.  Phillips  stataed  the caveito^ifte Jorymeal^ttB 
fonowst-^My^lennied  firieftiH Kft;  Talftrd,  has  m- 
formed  you^  Gentlemen  oftbeiJiiry^  of  the  nature  of 
the  offence  charged  against  tlie  defendants.  Tile 
facts  which  I  shall  lay  before  yoa  will  be  nearly  simi- 
lar to*  what  you  hare  heard  in  tiie  preceding  trial,  and 
will  be  proved  by  the  same  witnesses.  Not  hav^e  I 
a. doubt  of  your  eoming  to  the -same  conclusion,  and 
of  obteining  y«ir  verdidt.     In  one  respect/  indeed. 


Mr.  WViodrofe  vAli  toll  yott,  thtft  Mce  in  a  fit  of  do- 
npmry  afttr'  losing-  a  largo  sam,  he  tht^w  dowa  a 
^fOOnote  to  stake  agaiusft  the  bank,  with  the/sm 
of  the  note  down^  in  order  to  coitcea}  its  yaloe;  ^eh 
note  he  lort.  In  a  short  time  after,  Humphries  oatue 
.to  hitt  and  said,.  *'  You  were;  a  fool  to  throw  yotsr 
iHrte  with  tiie  fiiee  down,  for  it  i^  a  rtiie'  in  our  house, 
that  if  yoa  win.  more  than  ^20,  you'll  not'  be  paid 
unless  year  note  is  turned  with  the  fttee  upwnrds  that 
the  amouat  may  be  seen. "  Stme  nights  aftenvantei 
Mr.  Woodroffe  forgetting  this  jtesson  staked  an(ftter 
^100  note  with  the  feee  downwards,  but  a^Msr  tlft^ 
game  bad  commeuced  seeii^  Humphries  wink  at  the 
dealer,  he  reooltecfeed  hiiaself,  and  snatelied' the  note 
up  again*  Humphries  endea?ourcd'  to  re-possess  himi- 
self  of  the  note;  a  coiitesM?  eneaed;  Rogierwas  sent 
for  to  aMist  Humphries,  and  they  continued  to  Strug- 
s' till  thef  learat  tiie  bank  had  fost  Mr.  Weo^offe 
tberefone  won,,  but  tiiey  nerer  paii^  hlm^  lUsei^ 
ewHVtaiHe^  Oeatlenieii  of  the  i^vaif,  saffleieaKdy  pr^ntes 
that  they  were  proprietors,  and  wfceti  it  is'WiMrrded 
on^xmtli^iittfore  you^  will  of  itself  etifiitM  me^to  fMr 
verdiet;  Brfore  I  ooaelude^  I  fbel  it  my  duV^  Ho 
oftr  a  fow  wolds  with  respeet  to  tke  enedit  of  the 
fntnessea.  From  the  example*  of  the  lasl  case\  I 
hav0  no  doubt  an  attMnpt  witi  agatn^be  iMtid«^te«iiil^ 
peadt  this  eredit  of  tiiese*  geatlemen,  on  the^rmmd^^ 
their  being  disappointed  gamedters.  It  was  certiiiinity 
tbe^r  misforttme  to  be  infeigled  to  these  ruinous 
houses,  but  it  was  less  their  tMt  than  their  misfot^ 
tune;  and  th^>  now  eonie  forward  to  make  some 
atooetaent  to  their 'familtes  and  to  society  for  their 
foUiea,  by  dra^fingto  jostiee  the  miscreanta  who  had 
so  nearly  effected  liieli»  min.  Instead  of  being  made 
the  objecto  of  obloquy,  tliese  young-men  were  entitled 
to  the  highest  ))rafee  for  tiieir  courage  in  publicly  est** 
poaiffg  those  hoi»es,  and  the  system  whith  has 
brouj^  to  ruin  and  disgrace  the  4sons^  of  loo  maxiy 
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honest  tradtemen.  It  ccnrtMtidy  dM  bo  MaAit  to  anjr 
man  ever  to  have  given  his  sattotion  to  weh  placei; 
but  youth  was  weak  and  easily  led,  and  tteae  gen* 
tlemen  are  agahi  restored  tp  their  /  familiea,  «od  to 
their  reason.  Mr.  WoodroSe,  in  bringing  forward 
this  prosecution,  has  been  actuated  by  the  moat  distB* 
terested  motives ;  he  has  lately  married  inte  a  most 
respectable  family,  and  he  thought  it  due  to  hiiMrif 
and  the  public  to  bring  those  persons,  by  whom  he 
had  so  long  been  led  astray,  to  punishment  Mr. 
Spilth,  the  other  witness,  was  in  the  Kit^'a  BoMb, 
with  two  gaming-house  keepers  amongst  his  detaining 
creditors ;  but  any  observation  upon  his  distressed 
situation  came  with  .a  very  bad  grace  from  If  r.  Ro- 
gieKs  counsel..  If  this  gentleman,  who  has  barely 
entered  upon  the  threshold  of  manhood,  had  not  fice^ 
qoentetl  such  houses  as  Mr.  Rogier  s^  he  need  not 
DOW  be  wasting  the  spring,  of  his  life  wiflim  the  waHs 
of  a  prison. .  It  was  by  frequenting  these  dens  of 
fraud,  and  receptacles  of  vice,  that  Mr.  fimith  eaaBO 
to  be  a  prisoner  in  the  Bench,  alttf  spendii^  a  pri^ 
▼ate  fortune  of  £SO,QOO ! 

Mr.  WOODROFFB  examined.  I  visited  No. 
40,  Pall  Mall,  about  the  same  time  that  I  frequented 
the  former  house.  I  found  the  access  to  this  st31 
mor<B  difficult  than  to  the  other.  The  doors  were 
doubly  guarded,  and  peculiarly  strong.  I  was  wisher* 
ed  up  stairs,  and  entered  a  room  where  annmher  of 
persons  were  playing  Rouge  et  Noir. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said,  it  was  nmiecessary 
again  to  describe  the  game. 

Mr^  CuRWOOD  for  the  defendant,  said  the  :ganie  of 
Rouge  et  Noir,  was  not  mentioned  in  the  statate; 
and  that  ho  meant  to  make  that  omission  the  fotm- 
dation  of  an  objection  another  time. 

Mr.  \VooDROFFE*s  examination  continued)  I  saw 
several  thousands  of  pounds  on  the  table.-  The  fate 
of  each  stake  was  decided  in  half  a  minute.  1  never 
saw^  any   other  game  than  Rouge  et  Noir  played 
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Ane.  There  wero'  refreshnieilts  of  French  #iiie$, 
flypirils,  eake  and  finlibi.  which  w^e  given  gratis. 
The  fiimitare' ^f  the  room  was  of  lite  most  expeilsite 
de8ori|itioiiF«  The  two  defendants  appeared  there  as 
mftsterSy'  and  were  referred  to  in  all  disputes.  They 
Irat  money  to  those  who  lost,  to  encourage  them  to 
fday'  again ;  that  is,  if  they  got  security  for  their 
money.  Upon  one  occasion,  having  lost  a  very  large 
Mm  eif' money  in  small  sums,  I  staked  a  one  hundred 
poond  note  against  the  bank.  The  amount  of  it  was 
not  seOD^  the  bacll  of  it  being  turned  up.  In  about 
an  how  afterwards,  Humphries  called  me  but  of  (Jie 
Tooni,  and  said,  ^*  I  saw  you  throw  a  one  hutidred 
pound  note  *  on  the  gaming-table  ;  if  it  had  won  you 
w^Mld  not  have  been  paid,  for  it  is  a  rule  in  this 
house,  not  to  pay  any  note  above  twenty  pounds, 
unless  the  face  or  amount  of  the  note  is  exposed.'* 
I  observed  to  him  that  he  ought  to  have  informed  me 
of  that  rule  before,  as  I  had  previously  played  two 
fifty  pound  notes  in  liie  same  manner,  which  I  lost. 
On  a  subsequent  evening,  I  threw  down  another  one 
hundred  pound  note,  but  befoi^e  the  event  was  decided 
I  recollected  what  Humphries  had  said,  and  snatched 
it  up  agatn#  Mamphries  endeavoured  to  take  it  from 
me  again,  and  sent  for  Rogier  to  his  assistance.  They 
did  not,  however,  obtafai  the  note  from  me.  I  have 
seen  a  great  deal  of  play  there.  The  defenchints  were 
alwaya  there.  The  guests  were  often  drunk,  the  de- 
fendaMa  invariably  sober. 

Cro$9'0xamin&d  by  Mr.  Cvrwood.  I  was  always 
sober  myself.  I  live  on  my  own  property.  '  I  know 
that  Rogier  lives  at  Camden  Town.  I  called  at  his 
(Rogier's)  house  once,  by  his  desire.  1  did  not  oflter 
to  compromise  this  business  upon  beJtig  paid  three 
hundred  and  sixty  pounds,  and  my  attorney's  costs. 
I  was  the  plaintiff  in  an  action  for  a  gambling  trans- 
action, which  stood  for  trial  to-day,  but  I  withdrew 
the  record. 

B^txamined  by  Mr.  Phillips.     Rogier  offered 
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me  lieriM  to  wmfnmmIbB  ^immm,  iriMft  I  raftwid. 
He  ttweetened  to  wdnt  ne  Sor  «i  «Muliafc  the 
g;iiaHOg4iou9e  for  tiding  to  iget  lyifk  mf  bmmk.  Ue 
eko  fl^id  tbatk  iwa  iiielMf  fer  me,  or  a«gr  •liier  io- 
feniier,  to  attack  bJia».  ^  ^tbey  «eiild''htt^e  <toPMQ- 
teml  against  a  miUipn  .of  man9¥»  ^  ^^  ^y  itis 
(Kogierft)  private  fiirw^  but  the  jfOint  atock  of  Hie 
gaiaing«*h<Mi«e.p«e|Nrwto»,  i«lMh«a»^^  a«iltiiHi, 
wfiiM  ^  emplairacUade£itid  all  jpreaawtiow^  and 
ccu9h  iHfarnMrA* 

Mv.  SMITH  eKammd.  I  k«ow  the  baiiae  tNo. 
92,  Pall.  Mall.  {  kwm  4be  defeadafila  to  b^,  |Mbpd- 
e(or9  CMT  managera  of  it.  I  sdid  tiei  f M|iienl  tfiat 
heuae  ju  the  .month  «f  Aniigmt.  I  »aver  but  Mr. 
Woedfoi^  Ihare.  I  waa  Bot  ttaeie  fer  toro  MMrths 
b^<ire  (he  44h  of  .AjagiMt,  1821. 

Mr.  pLATT,fofftibedefiiiidan(8,«bjaatad'toaayevi- 
denee  given  hetoce  the  4tb  of  Aii^pi«b»  tb*  dayr  liid  in 
the  iBdiatatteot. 

The  I^oRU  Chwp  Juartot  waa  of  qpniMi  thitt 
the  objaotiaa  vaajMd.  aad  svtggmbdi  tba  j^opiitly 
of  ml  prarang  the  in^iuiry  farther. 

Mr.  I^ii^iopa  «aid»  as  that  waft  Mia  liMdabip'a 
epbion  he  flhoatd  acqujaaoe^  and  laaire  hw  eaae  aaSt 
tiaeii  «teftd«  without  iarthar  evidenoe^ 

Mr.  Qvnwaop  deeliMd  eattiag  any  wHooiaea  (for 
thtrdatece;  be  again  Matondad  that  IbakpaaMcntoi'a 
«irida»ca  waaaot^wofthi^^  Medit^  and  iai|ilaaad  the 
Jury  to  be  cautious  in  reoaivupg  the  toatJmMiyf  of  a 
pewwa  who  did  aofc  JbaiasaK  caaM  >iila  Camrt  with 
Mean  liands* 

tCha  I^RP  Cw'iiK  JuMiQE  meaiatidatad  tile  <aw- 
Amok  and  addjmsaA  ailbw  wwds  ^^ilm^ihmf.$  Hho 
hMtetHlrftwad  the  dirfwiidaiito  GM/JLTF* 
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IN   THE   COURT   OF    KING*S    BENCH. 

The  KiKG,  on  the  Prosecution  of  Thomas  Erskine 
Grant,  against  John  Fielder,  and  John  Ald- 
RIDGE,  for  keeping  a  Common  Qaming  House. 

The  Common  Sergeant  stated  the  case  to'the 
Jury.  It  was,  he  observed,  a  subject  wliich  demand^ 
ed  their  most  serious  consideration.  It  was  an  in** 
dictment  for  one  of  the  most  .obnoxious  nuisances  with 
which  society  was  afflicted — the  keeping  a  common 
gambling  house,  tending  to  debauch  the  morals  of 
youth,  and  defraud  the  unwary  of  their  property.  In- 
deed it  was  unnecessary  to  enter  into  any  detail  as  to 
the  character  of  a  nuisance  which  was  but  too  extent 
sivein  this  great. metropolis— -«n  evil  in  some  measure 
to  be  attributed  to  the  difficulty  of  bringing  the  offen- 
ders to  justice. 
'  The  defendants  were  the  keepers  of  a  notorious 
gaming-house  in  Bennett-street,  St.  James's.  The 
prosecutor  was  a  young  man,  who  shortly  after  he 
came  of  age,  and  had  arrived  in  this  country  from 
India,  became  possessed  of  a  considerable  property. 
With  the  heedlessness  and  folly  of  youth,  he  was  se- 
duced to  enter  the  defendant's  house,  where  he  soon 
became  the  victim  of  those  wicked  practices  which 
had  for  years  been  there  carried  on  with  impunity- 
Stink  in  the  vortex  of  dissipation,  he  lost  everv  shilling 
he  possessed  in  the  world,  and  was  shortly  afterwards 
consigned  to  a  prison,  destitute  of  the  common  neces- 
saries of  life.  In  the  hour  of  distress  he  wrote  to  the 
defendants,  representing  to  them  his  deplorable  situar 
tioh,  and  beseeching  them  to  afford  him  some  assist* 
aliee  to  keep  him  from  absolute  starvation,  and  at  the 
same  time  reminding  them  that  he  had  been  ruined 
h^  the  practices  allowed  in  their  house.  To  this  ap- 
pHcation  he  received  a  cold  answer  from  the  defend- 
ants, disclaiming  all  knowledge  of  him--*-saying  that 
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they  knew  nothing  of  him  at  tl)e  period  to  which  he 
alluded,  and  refusing  any  relief.  His  situation  be- 
came known  to  his  friends,  and  they  relieved  him  from 
his  embarrassments,  tipon  condition  that  he  shouU 
bring  the  authors  of  his  ruin  to  justice.  He  now, 
flierefore,  summoned  courage  to  confess  bis  own  folly 
and  weakness  to  a  jury,  in  the  hope  that  his  example 
would  be  an  awful  warning  to  other  young  men  in  his 
8>ituation«  A  conviction  in  this  case,  if  well  founded, 
cpuld  not  fail  of  benefiting  society. 

Thomas  Erskine  Grant,  a  young  manofgon- 
teel  appe^ranc^  was  then  put  into  the  box  and  ex- 
amined by  Mr.  Rotcb.  .  I  am  acquainted  with  the 
defendants,  l^ielder  and  Aldridge.  I  know  tiie  house 
^o.  9|  Bennett-street,  St  James's.  It  is  a  common 
gaming-house.  I  knew  it  between  October,  1819» 
and  the  December  of  the  same  year.  It  was  kept  at 
tbat  time  by  the  two  defendants*  I  have  seen  them 
both  there  acting  as  masters  of  tlie  house.  Mr.  Ald- 
xidge  dealt  the  cards  at  the  game  pfBavgc  tt  Nair; 
Mr.  Fielder  gave  orders  to  the  waiters  to  bitng  ie» 
freshments  to  the  gentlemen  who  attended.  He  was 
sometimes  applied  to  in  cases  of  ctispute,  and  occfr- 
aionally  lent  money  to  the  gentlem^i  who  played.  I 
bftve  seen  several  persons  gambling  there.  I  hava 
e^en  money  lost  and  wan,  and  have  loat  and  woo  my* 
aelf.  I  lost  a  great  deal  of  money  there.  la  conse- 
quence of  my  great  losses  I  got  into  difficulties,  and 
was  tiirown  into  the  Marshalsea  prison  fat  debt 
MThile  there,  and  in  great  distress,  I  wrote  a  letter  to 
Fielder  and  Aldridgei  in  which  I  requested  pecuoiaiy 
assistance.  I  sent  it  by  a  messenger  named  Jones» 
and  he  returned  with  the  answer. 

(Here  the  prosecutor's  attorney  was  caUed,  and 
piDV^  service  of  notice  on  the  defeodants  to.  prodnca 
the  two  letters  written  by  the  witness.  It  appteared 
that  there  was  acopvof  the  first  in  the  witness's  head* 
writiitt  j  but  it  was  kft  by  mistake  at  his  attooMQr^ 
offica*; 
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E^smination  in  chief  resumed — I  madb  a  secood 
application  to  the  defradants.  (Hgre  a  paper  wad 
pat  into  his  band.)  This  is  the  Tettfer  which  Jdnes 
brought  me  back  to  the  Marsbalsea  in  answer  to  miiie 
to  Fielder  and  Aldridge.  The  letter  was  put  m  and 
read.  It  was  dated  March  9th,  19S0,  and  addressed 
Thomas  B.  Grant,  Esq.  and  ran  thus:— 

"  Mr.  Aldridge  presents  Sis  compllmenti'  to  Mf. 
Grant,  and  begs  to  say,  that  neither  Mr.  Fields  not 
himself  could  ever  have  had  the  pleasure  of  his  ac- 
quaintance, as  during  the  months  he  alludes  to  they 
were  from  home." 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Adolpbtus.— *I  was  put 
into  the  Marsfaakea  prison  on  the  lOth  of  Decemter^ 
and  remained  there  till  the  I8th  of  April  foUowing^; 
I  never  went  to  the  defendant's  house  after  I  came 
out.  I  was  there  in  December  before  I  went*  to*  prB- 
son.  I  was  in  the  habit  of  going  there  three-  er 
four  times  a  week  in  October.  I  do  swear  positrr^br 
that  I  saw  Mr.  Fielder  act  as  master  of  the  house  m 
that  time.  I  generally  went  there  about  ten  o^ciock 
at  night,  and  came  away  between  eletvn  and  twelve^* 
I  can't  say  that  I  have  seen  Mr.  FieDder  Ibere  every 
night.  I  have  seen  him  as  often  as  four  times  in  die 
earlier  part  of  the  time  I  speak  of.  I  don't  remeix^ 
ber  having  sem  him  do  any^  thing  particukr,  except 
giving  orders  to  the  waiters  about  brining*  refresb- 
ments.  I  also  saw  bim  lend  money  to  ge^demen^ 
I  don't  think  I  should  know  die  persons  of  the  waf* 
ters.  I  know  Mr^  Fielder.  I  saw  him  to*dtiy  in 
court,  and  in  the  street.  I  did  not  watch  Ibr  him.  *  I 
have  preferred  four  indictments  besides^  die  present 
against  other  houses.  None  of  them  are  settled ;  I 
have  not  been^  examined  upon  ai^^dieiii-ex€eptb«» 
iface  die.  grand  jury«  I  hwe  takw  50/«  from  the*  par- 
ties  m  one  case  for  net  prosecudiigr  I  did  sa  by  ^ 
adviee  of  my  former  attorney  t&  enaMg'  me  to^  pnis&* 
cute  the  others.     I  don't  know  of  my  own  kaowlec^ 
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wbedier  Beonett-street  is  in  Su  James's  pariah  or 
not  .    ^ 

.  One  of  the  Jury  here  said  that  Bennett-street  was 
not  in  the  parish  of  St  James :  but  was,  in  &€t,  in 
Ifae  parish  of  St.  George,  Hanover-square*. 
:  Mr.  Ado  LP  HUB  then  submitted  that  the  indict- 
ment  roust  fail  on  both  counts ;  for  the  first  described 
the  house  to  be  in  the  parish  of  St.  James,  which  was 
contrary  to  the  feet;  and  the  second  mentioned  no 
j)arish  at  all,  which  it  clearly  ought  to  have  done,  the 
parish  being  part  of  the  description  of  the  offence. 

The  Chief  Justice  said,  the  defendants  were  cer- 
tainly entitled  to  be  acquitted  on  the  first  count,  but 
he  should  not  direct  an  acquittal  on  the  second,  being 
of  opinion  that  the  description  of  the  house,  generally, 
.as  being  in  Bennett-street  was  sufficieut  If  this 
count  could  not  be  supported,  the  defendants  should 
have  the  benefit  of  the  objection  hereafter,  if  it  was 
available,  and  the  verdict  should  authorize  a  motion  in 
arrest  of  judgment. 

Mr.  Adolphus  then  addressed  the  Jury,  and  in- 
risted  that  diis,  so  far  from  being  an  honest  prosecu- 
tion, was  instituted  merely  for  the  purpose  of  extort- 
ing money.  This,  he  insisted,  was  evident  from  die 
manner  in  which  the  indictment  was  framed,  inasmuch 
as  nothing  could  have  been  more  easy  than  to  state 
.the  parish  correctly,  in  which  the  house  w*as  situated. 
It.  was  still  farther  confirmed  by  die  fact  that  the  pro- 
secutor had  received  a  sum  of  50L,  from  one  of  the 
defendants.  He  proposed  to  show,  first,  that  the 
house  was  situated  in  the  parish  of  St  George,  and 
not  in  the  parish  of  St  James;  and  second,  that  the 
defendant  Mr.  Fielder,  had  ceased  to  have  any  con- 

*'  The  first  coant  of  flie  indictflneiit  described  the  house  to  be 
'  sitaatp  in  Bennett-street,  id  the  parish  of  St.  James,  Wjestmin- 
ster;  the  second  count  described  it  as  in  Bennett  ^street,  with- 
out specifying  in  what  parish. 
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Bexion  with  the  house  before  the  month  of  Octobes, 
1819»  to  which  period  the  charge  in  the  indictment 
was  directed. 

A  parish  officer  of  St.  George  proved  that  Bennett- 
street  was  in  that  parish,  and  not  in  the  parbh  of  St. 
Jatnes«  as  was  commmily  reported. 

Jambs  Goldino. — I  lived  at  No.  9^  Bennett- 
street,  in  1819.  Mr.  Fielder  left  the  business  in  the 
month  of  July,  in  that  year.  He  had  not  any  thing, 
to  do  with  it.  I  remained  there  till  the  end  of  that 
year.  Mr.  Fielder  bad  no  concern  in  it  from  the  time 
he  left  till  then. 

By  the  Common  Sergeant.  How  do  you  know 
that  ?     Because  he  told  me. 

Who  hired  you  in  the  hoo^e  ?    Mr.  Fielder. 

When  ?     In  the  month  of  March  in  that  year. 

Who  paid  you  ?     Mr.  Fielder,  but  not  after  July* 
,     Who  pays  you  now  ?    Mr.  Aid  ridge. 

You  said  Fielder  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  bu« 
siness.  What  business  do  you  mean  ?  I  mean  what 
is  done  in  the  room. 

Dont  yott  meaan  by  business  the  g^me  of  rouge  et 
mir  ?    I  do. 

Is  not  the  house  a  common  gaming-house  ?  It  is* 

What  are  you. in  it  ?    Porter. 

You  stand  at  .the  door  and  look  through  to  know 
whether  friend  or  foe  is  coming,  is  it  not  so  ?    Yes. 

Did  Mr.  Fielder  ever  come  after  'July  ?  He  might 
have  come,  but  I  never  saw  him  in  the  room.  I  took 
my  station  at  the  door  at  nine  o'clock ;  if  he  came 
after  that,  I  must  have  seen  him. 

Re-examined.  In  July,  1819,  Mr.  Fielder  g^ve 
me  a  five  pound  note  ;  said  he  was  giving  up  the  con- 
cern, and  that  I  should  not  see  him  there  any  more. 

TuNKiNs,  a  waiter  in  the  room  gave  similar  evidence 
as  to  Fielder  having  given  him  five  pounds  in  June 
1819,  and  to  his  not  having  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
the  house  after.'  But  on  his  cross*examination  he  ad- 
mitted that  during  the  October  of  1819  Fielder  came 
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once  or  tmee  to  the  lower  rooms,  bot  it  was  oeij  lb 
read  Ihe  papers.  He  added  that  he  nerer  saw  the 
prosecator  at  the  rooms  at  all. 

Here  the  defeocet  closed. 

The  ComtnoR  Sergeant  shortly  replied,  md  naia- 
tained  that  the  case  was  dearly  made  oot  i^ast 
Fielder  (for  as  to  Aldridge  it  was  admitted  by  die  wit- 
nesses for  the  defence  that  he  was  a  proprietor  of  the 
house.)  The  story  of  the  five  poimds  to  the  wuter, 
and  the  porter,  might  be  true ;  but  it  was  one  of  those 
^icks  which  were  so  fi^qaendy  resorted  to  by  persons 
in  Fielder's  situation,  to  make  an  appearance  of  gtvlog 
tip  tlie  business,  that  their  servants  might  i^erwards 
swear  to  it 

The  Ixml  Chief  Justice  sommed  up  tibe  evidence 
and  observed,  that  upon  the  first  count,  which  stated 
the  house  to  be  in  the  parish  of  St.  James,  the  defend* 
ants  were  entided  to  an  acquittal,  but  he  left  it  to  diem 
to  say  whether  the  evidence  as  to  the  second  count  war* 
ranted  a  conviction  as  to  bodi  defendonts  (for  aa  to 
Aldridge  there  could  be  no  doubt). 

The  jury,  widkiut  hesitatioo,  acquitted  the  defend-* 
ants  on  the  first  count,  but  on  the  second  jfbancf  diem 
bodi  GUILTY. 


CHAPTER  3a. 

Bm»<8  of  ActisaB  ftr  the  Recovery  of  Hoiiiealost  in 
UamUiii|;-hoiises— DeTelopment  of  the  iatemal  Machinerf 
of  the  Hdls,  and  the  MeaDs  resorted  to  fw  the  Plomte  of 
setting  rid  of  the  Dlipes  and  Tielims^  &8  deCafledm  A^Bri* 
ienoo  of  tb»  respmtUre  IVitaeoea. 

Iir  the  pfeosding  diaplec  we  ham  shomt  ttie  meiBS 
hy  wihich.  same  o£  the  most  notorioQs  keepen.  ff 
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gambling-houses  have  been  brought  to  trial  and  con* 
viction.  The  present  chapter  is  devoted  to  reports  of 
actions  which  hava  been  successfully  brought*  under 
very  interesting  ciFcuoistauces,  for*  the  recovery  of 
monies  lost  at  the  gaming-table.  A  more  general 
knowledge  than  the  majority  of  the  public  yet  possess, 
of  the  great  facility  with  which  such  actions  may  be 
brought,  cannot  but  tend»  in  a  most  extensive  <legneet 
to  the  ultimate  annihilation  of  the  destructive  vice. 


IN  TiiE   COUHT   OF  KINGS    BEHCH. 

Cabier,  Asd^iMC,  V.  Abbott  and  others. 

This  was  an  action  brought  by  the  plaintiff,  as  assignee 
of  Mos£S  Abitbox,  a  baakrupty  to  recover  certain 
iponey  had  and  received  by  thcdefendants,  Abbott, 
Holdsworth,  and  Davis»  to  the  use  of  the  bankrupt^, 
ia  the  form  directed  by  the  statute.  . 

Mr.  Gurnet  addressed  the  Jury*  The  plaintiff. 
io  this  case  was,  as  they  had  heard,  an  assignee,  who 
Mailed  himself  on  this  occai^ion  of  a  very  salutary 
law,  to  recover  back  money  whkh  the  bankrupt  had 
lost  at  play,  and  apply 'it  to  the  benefit  of  his  cre^ 
clitors.  By  the  dth  Ann,  c.  14*»  any  man  who  had 
lost  money  at  play^  to  die  amount  of  more  than  ten 
pounds  at  a  sitting,  might  recover  it  back  from  the. 
winner,  by  an  action  within  three  jitfontbs  from  the 
period  of  his  toss.  Unhappily  Mr.  Abitbol,  the 
bankrupt^  had  be^n  in&tuated  by  that  dreadful  pas* 
sion  for  gaming,  which  rendered  all  the  ordinary  en* 
joyments  of  life  insipid  — which  misfortune  only  served 
to  heiglbten— and  which  almost  certainly  led  to  the. 
otter  jpuin  of  its  miserable  victims.  The  defendants 
were  the  keepers  of  pn^of  those  infamous  ettablL^ 
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meats,  where  that  passion  was  inflamed  to  ondness ; 
tfiey  were  among  those  pests  of  society,  who,  wlute 
cool,  deliberate,  and  cautious  Uiemselves,  fed  and 
escited  the  fever  in  the  bosoms  of  Uie  inexperienced 
and  the  young;  who  profited  by  their  intoxication, 
Mid  took  advantage  oi  the  wrecklessness  of  their  de-. 
apair.  They  were  now  called  on  to  restore  a  portion 
of  diose  sums  oi  which  they  had  despoiled  tfiis  un- 
happy bankrupt,  under  that  wise  provision  which 
the  Jury*  would  have  peculiar  satisfaction  in  enforcing. 

The  commencement  of  tlie  action  having  bcM 
«howQ,  evidence  was  given  to  establish  the  right  of 
the  plaintiff  to  sue,  and  the  comi)etency  of  Mr.  Abit* 
hot  to  prove  his  losses.  It  appeared  by  c^ocnmentary 
evidence,  that  all  tlie  creditors  who  had  proved  their 
debts  under  the  commission  had  released  him  from 
future  liability ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  he  bad  re« 
leased  Carter  the  plaintiff,  so  that  he  could  derive  no 
benefit  from  the  verdict  even  in  case  of  a  surplns. 

Upon  this,  Mr.  Scarlett  and  Mr.  J.  Pollock 
contended,  that  Mr.  Abitbol  was  not  a  competent 
witness,  and  that  die  plaintiff  had  no  right  to  sue 
umfer  the  statute.  Mr.  Abitbol  was  not  competent, 
because,  notwithstanding  his  release,  there  wonld  ttiU, 
in  case  of  a  surplus  of  effects,  be  a  resulting  trust  for 
hb  benefit ;  and  Carter  had  no  right  to  sue,  because 
the  statute  only  gave  that  action  to  the  loser  of  the 
money,  and  by  his  rdease  to  the  bankropti  all  interest 
'  was  diverted  from  him.  '      . 

Messrs.  Gurney,  PuLLEh,  find  Wylde,  refJied 
to  these  objections ;  contending  that  the  bankrupt 
eooM,  under  no  circuroatances,  reap  benefit  from  the 
verdict  after  the  releases ;  and  that  Carter  beoig 
assignee  under  a  valid  commission,  had  a  Hght  to  sue, 
because  all  die  estate  of  the  bankrupt  was  vested  ia 
him,  and  part  of  that  estate  was  the  money  unlaw** 
iiilly  won. 

Mr.  Scarlett  proposed  to  strengthen  his  objec* 
tipn  to  the  competency  of  Mr.»Abitbd,  by  showing 
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that  though  he.  had  been  released  by  all  the  creditors 
who  had  proved  under  his  commission,  there  were 
other  creditors  who  had  not  proved,  and  who  had  not 
released  him.    To  establish  this  fact,  be  called 

Mr.  Isaac  Tooke,  who  deposed  that  lie  was  a 
wine-merchant,  and  that  he  had  received  a  check 
signed  by  the. bankrupt  (which  was  produced)  for  SO/., 
and  wbich  had  never  been  paid.  He  received  this 
check  from  a  person  named  Oldfiekl,  at  No.  US, 
Bury-street,  St  James's*,  ip  payment  for  wine. . 

'The  check,  which  purported  to  be  payable  '^  to 
cash  or  bearer  on  demand,"  was  then  withdrawn  from 
the  witness,  who  underwent  a  strict  cross-examinationr 
from  Mr.  Gumey.  He  first  said  that  he  did  npt 
know  that  No.  £8,  Bury-sti^eet,  was  a  gamiag-house ; 
th^en  admitted  that  he  had  seen  rouge  ct  noir  tables^ 
tliuBre ;  he  supplied  tlie  wine  for  the  bouse.  He  was 
sure  the  check  was  not  in  the  hands  of  Oldfieid  at  the 
time  when  the  commission  ^iiist  Abitbo)  was  issued. 
Hfi  certainly  received  it  about  a  month  h&forc  it  was^ 
due. 

Here  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  interposed,  and 
sidd  that  it  was,  quit&  clear  the  witness  knew  nothing 
of  the  matter  he  was  swearing  to,  when  be  said  that- 
he  received  a  check,  which,  in  fact,  was  payable  to 
bearer  on  demand  '/  about  a  month  before  it  was- 
diie.'V  He  was  a  ooere  man  of  straw,  pat  up*  to  sa^ 
any  thing.  The  case  must  stand  as  it  did  on  Ihe  ori- 
ginal objection* 

Mr.  Scarlett  acquiesced,  and  rested  on  the  ob* 
jection  as  originally  made. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said,  that  he  enter- 
ttuned  doubts  as  to  the  effect  of  the  releases  on  the 
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future  property  of  the  bankrupt ;  but  the  safer  course 
would  be  not  to  decide  eidier  point  at  Nin  Pfiu$,  but 
to  take  the  evidence  subject  to  the  objections  here* 
aftbr  to  be  brought  before  the  Court  in  a  special  case. 

MoiEs  Abitboi^  tlie  bankrupt,  was  then  sworn 
after  the  custom  of  the  Jewish  nation,  on  the  Old 
Testament  He  gave  the  following  statement: — I 
liave  carried  on  business  as  a  merchant,  and  know 
the  d^ndants,  Abbott,  Holdsworth,  and  Davis.  In 
1820,  they  kept  a  house.  No.  5,  Kiog-street«  St 
James%  for  gaming.  Rouge  et  noir  was  played 
there.  All  three  acted  in  the  conduct  of  the  play. 
They  kept  a  bank,  against  which  the  visiters  played, 
and  acted  as  its  owners.  The  bank  in  such  case  puts 
•down  a  number  of  notes  under  a  lead,  and  pays  from 
thence  when  it  loses.  When  it  won,  the  large  notes 
were  often  put  aside,  and  a  large  number  Sf  small 
ones  in  another  heap.  Any  sum  might  be  staked 
from  five  sdiillings  to  a  hundred  pounds,  and,  on  some 
occasions,  more.  The  play  was  from  nine  in  die 
evening  till  two ;  sometimes  the  bank  left  off  before 
the  usual  time ;  always  when  they  were  considerable 
winners.  On  many  occasions,  they  withdrew  the 
iarge  notes  from  the  bank,  which  enabled  them  to 
•leave  off  earlier  than  usual.  Nineteen  times  out  of 
twenty  the  bank  won  by  the  advantages  of  the  game, 
and  the  intoxication  or  insanity  of  the  visiters.  Wine 
and  spirits  were  always  on  the  table  free ;  sometimes 
French  wines.  The  bankers  always  kept  themselves 
^ober. 

Two  or  three  days  before  November,  1890,  I  met 
Holdsworth ;  he  invited  me  most  particularly  to  the 
house,  where  I  had  previously  lost  large  sums ;  and 
on  the  3d  of  November  I  went  I  played ;  all  the 
defendants  were  present;  Holdsworth  and  Davis 
dcalkig,  mid  Abbott  giving  directiona.  I  lost  S70fr, 
havmg  carritMl'  in  1060/.,  and  had  only  1  SOl.  left.  I 
said  to  them,  **  I  B*as  unlucky  at  your  house  before, 
and  I  was  wrong  to  come  now.*' 
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Od  the  2l3t  of  the  same  month  I  went  there  agiiin^ 
taking  with  me  between  300/.  and  400/.,  large  notes* 
to  the  amount  of  300/.,  and  small  notes  to  ]00/«. 
Holdsworth  and  Davis  were  there«  but  I  am  not  sure: 
as  to  Abbott.  I  lost  300/.,  and  some  small  nbteju 
On  the  £7th,  I  went  again,  and  lost  440/.  at  the  least. 
I  said  to  one  of  them  I  would  play  only  200/. ;  he 
gav^  me  a  SOO/.  note  for  small  ones,  which  he  said  he 
had  won  from  Major  Aubrey.  When  I  paid  2^0/:,  I 
said,  '*  Tliere  is  ill  luck  again  ;''  I  changed  the  200/. 
note,  and  lost  it. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Scarlett.     I  have  the 
honour  to  be  an  African  by  birth.     I  have  visited- 
Paris^     I  never  had  any  connexion  with  a  gambling 
house ;  but  I  bought  a  government  security  for  lOOoT 
on  a  house  of  this  kind,  which  gave  me  no  interest  in^ 
\t%  success.     I  played  a  great  deal  at  Paris,  and  lost 
on  the  balance.     This  was  after  I  was  a  merchant ;  I 
never  played  till  I  had  been  eight  or  nine  years  a 
merchant;  I  am  now  about  thirty-six  years  of  age.    I 
have  lost  30,000/.  or  40,000/.  more  than  the  actions  * 
are  brought  for. 

All  the  defendants  have  proposed  to  me  to  negotiate 
with  the  creditors.  I  went  to  Abbott's  house,  in  con-^ 
sequence  of  Mr.  Holdsworth's  negotiation,  who  de-^- 
sired  me  to  propose  740/.  or  750/.  to  the  creditors.  I 
proposed  to  take  1000/.  subject  to  tlie  approbation  of 
the  creditors.  There  tire  three  other  actions  by  the 
assignees  against  otbear  houses,  and  one  has  been  com~ 
promised.  In  the  lock-up  house  I  received  10/.  from 
a  person  named  HefFerman.  I  do  not  remember  the 
number  of  the  200/.  note.  I  took  no  one  as  a  witness, 
never  a  clerk  of  Evit  and  Rickson  for  any  such  pur- 
pose. I  have  met  him  by  accident,  and  he  has  gone 
with  me  to  this  and  other  houses.  His  name  is  Dun- 
kin;  I  never  contemplated  his  being  a  witness;  he 
will  be  one  to-day,  for  he  saw  me  lose  money.  I  told 
Mr.  Holdsworth  that  Dunkin  would  corroborate  my 
evidence;    I  deny  that  1  ever  told  Holdsworth  or  any 
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one  else  that  I  had  given  money  to  Dunkin  that  be 
might  appear  to  be  a  player.  I  never  took  any  body 
elsCf  but  lots  of  people  fdllowed  me ;  for  they  were 
very  cuiious  to  see  me  lose  a  great  deal  of  mon^y. 
A  person  named  Ctack  has  been  with  me  at  seveial 
houses,  but  never  as  a  witness.  I  got  my  money  by 
purchases  and  advances  from  the  nrst  houses  in  the 
city.  I  have  won  ISOOA  or  1400/.  in  a  week  at  one 
time ;  but  I  lost  it  in  one  night.  I  have  received 
30,000/.  br  40,000/.  in  commerce,  and  lost  it  at  play. 
Since  my  bankruptcy  I  have  played  at  no  gambling- 
house  in  London ;  but  I  have  lost  some  trifle.  Per- 
haps I  may  have  lost  150/.  since  my  bankruptcy.  I 
have  made  several  thousand  pounds  since,  stxd  re- 
*ceived  several  from  my  father ;  I  have  paid  ^veral 
;of.my  creditors,  and,  please  God,  mean  to  pay  nU. 
In  1810  I  assigned  my  effects  to  secure  my  creditors. 
At  that  time  I  stopped  for  50,000/. ;  my  creditors 
[have  received  several  shillings  in  the  pound,  and  have 
large  claims.  'My  business  used ^ to  bring  inte  in 
'  10,000/.  a  year  during  the  war. 

Re-examined.  ;^  My  creditors  are  receiving  still. 
Aldridge  and  Mazinghi  were  the  defendants  in  the 
compromised  action.  Jewels  and  money  were  claim- 
ed of  them.  They  delivered  up  the  jewels,  and  paid 
above  one  thousand  pounds.  These  have  been  re- 
ceived by  my  assign  for  the  benefit  of  my  creditors. 
Neither  in  that  or  any  other  action  have  I  a  farthing 
interest.  From  the  time  of  the  action  l)eing  brought, 
Holdsworth  and  Abbott  havfe  repeatedly  made  pro- 
posals. Dunkin  was  not  clerk  to  £vit  and  Rickson 
when  he  went  with  me.  I  did  not  go  expecting  to 
lose,  but  to  win. 

Mr.  Alexander  Lee  examined  by  Mr.  Pcl- 
tER.  I  know  the  house  'No.  5,  King-street,  St. 
Jaqaes*s.  I  have  been  there  when  play  at  rofigc  et 
9id£rwas  going  on.  I  first  went  four  or  five  years 
ago.  I  know  the  defendants,  who  appeared  as  the 
ciotiductors  of  tbe  bank  and  play.     In  November 
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18S0,  I  believe  I  saw  Mr.  Abitbol  there;  I  m 
sure  sometime  in  November  I  have  seen  him  plav. 
He  hA  laigely.  I  hfave  seem  him  genendlj  'wnh 
large  sums  of  money. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Makryat.  I  played 
myself,  and  did  not  particulariy  observe  the  winnJrMs 
or  losings  of  dthers.  I  have  ^omertimes  seen  1M&. 
Abitbol  win  largely ;  but  I  only  saw  him  win  once 
at  that  house.  ^  I  have  myself  instituted  proceedii^ 
against  these  houses  by  indictment  and  action.  They 
have  not  been  tried  or  compromised,  but  are  still 
pending. 

Re-examined.  Though  Mir.  Abifbol  appeared  to 
ivin  as  well  as  lose,  in  the  result  he  lost  largely. 

Robert  Dukkin  examined  by  Mr.  WytDH. 
I  have  not  for  four  years  been  in  the  employ  of  £vit 
and  Rickson.  In  November  1820, 1,  having  gone 
myself  to  play,  saw  Mr.  Abitbol  at  the  house  of  the 
defendants.  I  never  went  to  be  a  witness.  Afr. 
Abitbol  undoubtedly  lost  very  largely  while  I  was 
present  I  saw  him  there,  four  times.  On  one 
occasion  he  seemed  .  to  lose  seven  hundred  or  ei^t 
hundred  pounds. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Scarlett.  Iliave  bean 
at  other  houses ;  but  I  never  made  a  memorandom 
of  what  passed.  I  got  acquainted  with  Abitbol  at 
£vit  and  Rickson's.  I  bad  been  to  a  gamhling-faoaae 
long  before  I  saw  him.  1  have  seen  him  win  one 
hutidred  pounds  at  a  blow.;  but  afterwards, in  my 
opinion,  he  lost.  Sixty  or  seventy  persons  were  phy- 
.  ing  at  the  same  time ;  I  observed  one  other  gentle-' 
man  lose  much,  but  I  do  not  know  his  name.  I 
never  borrowed  money  of  Mr.  Abitbol ;  I  ^only  ac* 
*  cdmpanied  him  once  to  Oldfield's,  in  Bury^street.  I 
am  now  a  manufacturer,  and  have  no  business  Bsnn 
attorney  or  attorney's  clerk. 

This  was  the  case  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff. 

TS/Lr.  Scarlett  addressed  the  jury^  the  defend- 
antSt      Every  sentiment  expressed  by  Mr.  <hcmey 
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in  bis  eloquent  opening  had  his  entire  ooocnrreooe.  \ 
Happy  would  it  be  for  numan  nature  if  it  were  po9- 
sible,  by  manners  or  by  laws,  to  eradicate  the  vice  of 
gaming  entirely  from  the  heart ;  bat  it  was  too  much 
nas  to  excite  prejudice  by  general  declamation  on 
^BUibling  against  these  unfortunate  defendants ;  when 
Mie  game  Uiey  played,  rouge  et  noir^  was  one  of  the 
fairest  ^mes  of  cbance^-fan*,  indeed,  it  was,  com- 
pared with  the  lottery ;  while  that  vast  game,  the  most 
disadvantageous  and  unequal  in  the  world,  was  super- 
intended by  the  government  of  the  country.  If,  there* 
fi)re,  Mr.  Uumey  s  discourse  had  been  reserved  for 
another  place — ^if  be  could  have  persuaded  the  l^Ia* 
tiure  to  practice  his  precepts  by  the  abolition  of  the 
lottery,  he  would  have  rendered  an  important  benefit 
to  the  public  morals, 

,  The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Surely  we  have  no* 
dbing  to  do  with  the  lottery  here ;  the  simple  questioa 
is,  whether  this  person  has  lost  his  money  to  the  de* 
niidants; 

Mr.  ScaiuLett.  Certainly ;  and  ^bis  was  his  very 
object — to  show  that  these  generaltapics  ftfid  not  he- 
Jong  to  the  case ;  that  they  had  no  place  here ;  that 
no  men-— at  least  in  a  court  of  justice-^^ought  to 
create  a  feeling  a^nst  individuals  for  gambling  on  a 
/small  scale,  while  gambling  on  the  most  magnificent 
<9cale  was  a  part  of  the  system  of  government.  Never, 
aiever^  let  any  one  blacken  others  with  the  imputation 
of  this  vice,  until  he  could  proudly  stand  up  and  say 
that  he  belonged  to  a  country  where  there  was  no 
law  to  tolerate  or  sanction  it. 

Gaming  was  indeed  a  deadly  passion— not  confined 
tp  cards  or  dice— for  sometimes  judges  and  jurors  were 
made  the  countars  to  carry  on  the  game.  So  it  was 
b^re,  where  all  the  complicated  machinery  of  the  cause 
only  tended  thus  to  degrade  them  into  the  instru- 
m<jnts  of  the  most  unfair  of  games — scarcely  the 
lot^ry  excepted.  Here  was  an  assignee  without  in- 
tewst ;  creditors  without  interest ;  a  bankrupt  with- 
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out  interest;  all  anomalies  reconciled ;  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  jVf  r.  Abitbol  to  play  the  witness, 
and  to  win  a  verdict  by  his  evidence.  No  one  could 
doubt  that  he  was  the  real  plaintiff;  and  surely,  then, 
it  would  only  be  fair  play  if  the  defendants  could  be 
heard  on  oath  as  well  as  he.  The  defendants  were 
indebted  to  bis  moderatbn  that  he  only  asked  1600/.; 
he  had  demanded  13|000/.  in  his  declaration;  but 
some  prudent  friend  had  counselled  him  that  this  was 
a  little  too  much  to  ask,  and  that  it  would  be  better 
to  divide  his  favoiurs. 

If  he  had  been  an  innocent  young  man,  sediieed 
by  the  arts  of  the  defendants,  who  now,  in  a  fit  of 
repentance,  sought  to  retrieve  the  consequence's  of  his 
folly,  the  jury  would  listen  to  his  story  with  an  in- 
clination to  give  it  credit'  But  what  was  he?--^ 
g'ofessed  gambler;  one  who  had  been  initiated  at 
aris  in  all  the  mysteries  of  tiie  craft ;  who  phyed  a 
safe  game--- when  he  won,  he  walked  awaj'— when 
he  lost,  he  brought  his  action.  This  was  bis  game-^ 
^'  Heads,  I  win^— tails,  you  lose.*'  He  was  an  acc6m«- 
pUce  with  the  deepest  interest;  and  what  was  his 
tale  ?  At  eighteen  years  of  age  he  failed  for  30,000/.; 
he  had  since  been  making  10,000/.  a  year,  and  had 
lost  40,000/.  by  gambling ;  and  now  here  he  was*  at 
thirty,  try  ins  to  recover  his  losses  by  a  trick  ci  bank- 
ruptcy  and  his  own  evidence.  Such  was  he  at  thirty. 
"What  would  he  be  at  fifty,  when  age  should  have 
matured  his  virtues — when  knowledge  of  die  world 
should  have  sharpened  his  perceptions?  O  what 
ah  accomplished  witness  would  he  be  then !  No 
jury  would  then  be  able  to  resist  him. 

Meanwhile,  however,  the  jury  would  not  concen* 
trate  all  the  rays  of  their  indignation  on  these  defend- 
alits,  but  suffer  a  few  of  them  to  fiiU  on  the  tirtubus 
plaintiff  and  witness.  The  defendants  could  call  ho 
witnesses  to  prove  a  negative ;  for  Davis,  who  might 
have  been  their  witness,  had  been  included  as  a  de- 
fendant.   In  this  the  plaintifl*  had  over-reached  him- 
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self;  for  by  trjing  to  ahut  out  testioHmy^sht  bad 
furnished  a  defence  to  the  actioOi  as  Davis  ^hm  Q^te 
a  partner,  but  a  servant,  and  tiiis  misnomer  wouU^be 
ground  of  nonsuit  He  should  call  witnesses  to  prove 
this  fac^  and  the  jury  would  not  be  sorry  to  give 
etkct  to  a  defence  which,. though  a  technical  defence 
would  produce  substantial  justice. 

Charlss  Sw'ain  was  -then  examined^  to  prove 
that^  Davis  was  not  a  partner^  He  said,  on  the  illness 
of  Mr.  Leach^  who  had  been  a  partner  in  the  hoase^ 
and  was  since  dead,  I  recommended  Davis  to  assistt 
bteause  be  was  a  trusty  and  proper  man  to  become  a 
sarvant  in.  their  house.  I  am  confident  he  had  no  in- 
terest in  the  house,  for  he  was  in  very  indigjeni  dr* 
cumstances..  He  was  taken  into  the  house  on  my 
introduction.  Frequendy  I  have  been  there,  and  seen 
him  act  m  paying  the  receiving  ^ins  or  losses.  I 
have  seen  Abbott  and  Holdsworth  pay  Davis  hitu 
weekly  salary  within  two  years,  and  even  within  s& 
months,  I  have  heard  directions  given  to  him  as  tm 
die  servant 

On  c|X)ss-examination  by  Mr.  Gurnbv,  die  wit- 
ness said-— I  am  of  no  profession,  I  have  been  veiy 
£imiliar  with  the  house^  constantly  playing  there  my- 
self. Holdsworth  and  Abbott  keot .  another  hotise 
before,  M'hich.  I  frequented..  I  did  not  play  kuge 
stakes.  Sometimes  I  remained  and  supped  with  the. 
partners  after  the  play  was  over.  The  executive, 
remained  when  the  visiters  had  retired. 

;  Being  reexamined,,  the  witness  said  that  wben  he 
stayed  after  the  play,  he  has  seen  Abbot  and.  Hdds- 
worth  put  the  notes  into  a  box.  Sometimes  one  and 
sometimes  the  other  did  so.  The  outward  door  of 
the  house  was  always  gilarded»  topreveot  impropo. 
peisom  obtaining  admissionu  At  the  meBtioa  of  mis 
virtMUS  precaution,  a  loud  ki^  ran  throng  die 
CoBit. 

Thom Aa  HojLpswoiTH^  brotiicr  of  one  of  the 
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dafiitidaiits,  d^poiMd  that  Davis  waa  servaiit  lika  hkn* 
mV,  aMi  no  pn&cipal. 

Thomas  DjUftLOti^^  aoother  aerv$a|||A  ^  the  house, 
deposad  that  Da^.  was  employed  as  a  dealer  fiud 
cnNipier^  that  is^  a  payer  and  reoeiyer .  of  mcmles.; 
He  «ms  a  servant  at  a  weekly  salary*  .  The  witoess 
abo  was  a  dealer  and  croupiers  ^d  they  dealt  al^- 
nateiy  and  relieved  each  other.  Every  Satiirday 
njttht  Davis  received  a  weekly  salary. 

Mr.  GuRNBT^  in  reply,  contended  that  Abitbol 
was  confirmed  in  the  most  decisive  manner  by  tb^. 
absence  of  all  contradidion  ;  not  one  of  the  witnesses . 
called  hiving  been  asked  a  question  to  qontradict  hhn 
reapeidinff  ins  loaseSf  ^  There  was  no  imputation  on, 
that  geB&man,  etcepting  that  be  had  been  the  victim 
of  that  dreadful  infatuation  which  he  trusted  had  now, 
Itft  him  for  ever.     Tbene  wpre  persons  who  had  been* 
viAe  to  redeem  tteroselves,  from  its  control— ^ne  ex« 
odlent  friend  of  bis  (Mr.   Gurney's)  who  had  de« 
scribed  to  him  the  agonies  of  the  passion  in  the  most, 
vivid  and  frightful  colours,  and  who,  having  on  one 
happy  occasion  lost  a  very  large  sum,  solemnly  pro- 
mised never  to  touch  card  or  dice-box  again,  and  had 
k^  his  word.     He  trusted  Mr.  Abitbol  would, profif* 
ill' like  matiner  by  this  severe  lesson.     If  the  defen^^ 
set  up  should  succeed,  every  action  of  this  kmd  would 
be  defeated  ;  for  if  few  were  joinedi  a  pica  in  abate- 
ment  would  enable  the  defendants  to  get  over  the  time 
limited  by  the  statute ;  and,  if  every  active  person 
were  included*  m  itnesses  of  this  kind  ivould  always  be 
procured  to  show  that  he  was  only  a  servant  at  a 
salary.     He  felt  sure  the  Jury  would  rather  judge  by 
the  actions  of  the  parties  than  by  the  testimony  of 
such  witnesses  as  they  had  called,  and  would  makis 
Abbott  and  Holdswortii  jointly  with  Davis^  restpie  to 
tbe.cr^itors  of  tUs  deluded  youn^  man  the  money 
whieh  they  had  sbamefqlly  and  wickedly  obtained  fromr 
luaa. 
.Tbtf  LoMD  Chief  Justice  summed  up  theevi*  ^ 
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deuce.  He  he/ft  the  Jury  to  judge  of  the  cMKbii^ 
of  Atailbol;  btl  thooghl  it  right ' ttP cA>taAre; "Vlitt ff 
the  laeciinoniy  c/t  a  peTBon  wtk),  like  Ma,  haduBftlp- 
payplay^id  ai  MabttBhineiits  of  tlAs  lAtHii  #tar»1to-> 
jeetttdas  iii^Orthy  of  belief,  ihe  wise  protbtottoMil^ 
kw  ilrodld'  be  entirely  defeated.  ^  If  w&f  bdieved  the 
wtaiMs,  tiiey  wooM  fitid  a  verdiet  for  the  plaldflflr; 
aod  if  .ttiey  did  so,  Ihey  %oukl  furdier  state  whether 
iSmy  believed  Davisr  to-  be  ioterested  io  Ae  windmgS'; 
as,  if  they  did  not  think  him  interesliGd,  a  questXMi 
f^dttld  arise  how  far  such  want  of  intetest  m  one  of 
the  parties  was  a  defence. to  the  action. 

The  Jury  ibund  a  verdict  for  the  plaintifl^-<la- 
aages  1 ,610/. ;  and  expressed  their  opinion  that  Davis 
was  interested  in  the  winnings  join^y  with  the  other 
parties. 

*  The  verdkrt  was  taken,  Mbject  to  tiie  opinion  of 
die  Court  on- a  special  case,  as  to  the  eompelencyof 

evioeoce.  ' 

.    Carter  v.  Oldpield  and  Bennett. 

m 

"Dub  was  another  action  brought  by  the  sanw  ptain- 
tifl^  fldnd  under  similar  circumstances  wiKh  thelask,  la' 
recover    back  money  lost    by  Mr.    Abitbol   at  a 

Sming-house,  No.  38,  Bury-street,  kept  by  the  de- 
adants.  . 

Mr.  GvRVEY  very  shortly  opened  the  case,  de- 
eUniog  to  make  any  general  remark,  as  the  Jury  )fid 
^  probably  been  in  dourt  during  the  former  trisl.     '  ' 
'  AU  the  formal  proofs  given  in  die  last  cause  weM^* 
by  consent,  taken  as  if  again  substamiated  ii^  this;  '^ 
"  life.  Abitbol. was  then  called,  ^and  statM  tfan^  tir- 
CBOMtances  attendant  on  his  losses.     The  \efe<Mbidaafil 
were  the  proprietors    of   two   gaming-houses,*  one 
No.  71,  Pall-mall,  the  other  No.  S8,  Bury-street,  at 
each  of  which  Rouge ei  N^Vas  played.    The  hoars 
^  of  play  at  Bury-street  were  from  three  to  six ;  at 
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l^all-jm9»  from  nine  till  two  in  the  movoii^.  Some* 
tinMIHF^n  the  bank  was  broken,  a  fy&h  mpply  of 
notes  was  procured ;  at  other  times  ^e  bankers 
ceased  to  play,  and  they  often  ceased  to  pky  when 
they  were  winners,  before  the  hour.  Oldfidd  often 
subtracted  large  notes  from  the  bank,  and  replaced 
them  with  small  ones,  to  enable  him  to  secure  something 
as  winner,  which  often  drew  forth  the  expostuiaiions 
of  the  witness.  On  the  3d  of  Novembco*,  Qt  Buiy« 
street,  he  lost  100/. ;  on  the  14th,  300/. ;  and  on^tfie 
17th  300/.,  besides  several  5/,  notes,  at  least  amount* 
iii^  to  50/.  ^4 

The  witness  was  cross-examined  by  Mr.  Maiu^at 
as  to  the  history  of  his  life,  and  gave  the  same  acx 
count  as  that  which  had  been  dicited  on  the  pravioas 
trie].  He  also  admitted  having  lost  about  150/^iaince 
l|is  bankruptcy,  but  he  had  not  been  in  any  gaming- 
house ill  London.  He  had  been  induced  to  play  a 
little  at  a  club  at  Cheltenham ;  and  at  Brighton  a 
Frenchman  introduced  him  to  a  house,  plied  mm  wiUi 
champagne,  and  told  him  that  he  would  show  him 
h6w  he  might  make  bis  fortune,  by  which  he  foM  all 
the  mon^y  in  his  possession. 

Robert  Dukkin  confirmed  Mr.  Abitbol  m  to 
the  fdct  of  his  having  played  at  the  house  in  Bury*^ 
street,  and  also  as  to  the  presence  of  the  defendants ; 
but  CQuld  not  state  whetiier  the  balance  was  in  his 
&VOUT  or  against  him. 

Mr.  MarHtat  replied,  contending  that  Mr. 
Abitbpl  was  not  a  witness  on  whose  testimony  the 
Jury  ought  to  take  any  sum  he  might  choose  to  mc  on 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  defendants,  whatever  mi^t 
be  their  charactefs. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  left  it  to  the  Jury  to 
toy  whedier  they  believed  Mr.  AbiAo! ;  and  they 
found  a  Vwdict  tor  the  Plaintiff— Damages  750/. 
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TiUi  nns  pn  action  of  debt  on  tb«  stiBLtatf  Qiiiioj. 
c.  14*  t.9|Wbich. enacts,  Tlmt  any  per^pa  wj^p  afaftfr 
Ht  i«0y  tiitae  or  sittiiigy  t>y  playing  nt  par^  ojc^^pri: 
o(ber  flame  or  games  whatsoever,  (fr  by  ))^tditt[^ , 
tb0  fides  or  hanqs  of  such  as  do  play  at  aoytfj^th^ 
gaooes  al^resaid,  lose  in  the  whole  the  sum  or  vaki^ 
often  poundjET,  and  p^y  the  same,  tb^  person  so  losmg 
and  paying  shall  be  set  at  liberty,  within  three  moi|^ 
then  next,  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  money  or  flood^ 
l93t  by  action  of  debt ;  and  in  case  the  loser  shall  no^ 
within  thjEit  time,  really  and  bond  Jide  sue  for,  and  pror 
secQte  with  effect  for  the  same,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  . 
apy  person  *  to  sue  for  the  same  and  treble  the  value 
thereof,  against  .the  winner ;  one  moiety  for  his  own 
ti$^  and  the  otter  fqr  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  par 
nsh  in  wbifih  the  money  shall  be  won.     Th^  present 
i^^tipn  was  against  Taylor,  as  the  proprietpr  .of  a 
mming-house,  Nps.  57  and  58,  Pall-mall,  to  recoter 
^e  sum  of  six  hundred  and  seventy-seven  pounds, 
and  three*  times  the  amount,  which  Wilfmrn  Villans  . 
lost  at  roug$  tt  wnr  in  the  defendant's  house ;  which  ' 
he.  |)a4  not  sued  for,  and  which,  therefore,  his  brother 
now  sought  ta  recover^  with  the  threefold  increase,  to  , 
Us  own  use  and  that  of  the  poor, 

Mr.  C,  Phillips  stated  the  case  on  behalf  of  diQ 
plaintiff,  the  brother  of  the  youiig  man  who  (nd  tieaa 
the  victim  of  the  sanctions  of  the  defendant's  ee^ 
U&hment,  and  who  took  this  course  by  th^  desire  qi\ 
his  (ifflicted  f^foily* 

Mr.  PiLKiKOTON,  the  attorney  for  the  plainti^ » 
pnoducad  ofl^oexopiAs  pf  the  writs  jsisiied  i^  the  ci^ia^ 
tp  eShow  tbM  tb0  Action^  was  coi|imence4 .  wit|iv^  %: 
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THt:  gambler's  scourge.  ^^ 

Being  oro^i-tx^mmtA  by  the  Attorney  General,  the 
witness  safd/Mn  William  Willans  callea  on  ine  about 
a  week  before  the  action  was  broughj,  ^bv  clc.§iij^jOf 
his  family/  1  did  not  tell  bini  ;his  brother  sh^ijld 
bring  the  action,  and  he  should  be.  the  witoe^^/  1 
know  Mr.  Birough,  but  have  had  no  cohversatioii  Kith 
him  respecting  U)is  cause.  Mr.  Joseph  Willaiis  has 
not  told  me  that  he  frequented  gaiping-houses  himself^ 
or  that  his  brother  had  been  in  many.  I  do  not  fre- 
quent gaming-houses. 

Mr.   WtLLiAM    WiLLiANs  was   tlien  called,  and 
examined  on  the  xxArt  dire  by  the  Attorney- Genera)/ 
He  said,  I  am  not  to  have  any  money  recovered  in  tiiis 
cause:  it  is  not  to  be  applied  in  payment  of  my 
debts.  ^  .  ,. 

He  was  then  examined  by  Mr.  Phillips,  and  stated 
as  follows : — I  am  the  brother  of  the  plaintiflT.  .[l 
know  the  house  57  and  58,  Pall-mall.  In  Marcb^ 
1822,  it  was  kept  as  a  gaming-house  by  the  defend- 
ant. Rouge  et  noir  was  played  there.  On  the  20th 
of  March  1  was  there ;  I  played  ;  I  took  a  memoran- 
dum of  my  loss  at  the  time  on  this  very  paper  (looking 
at  it);  I  lost  thirty-five  pounds.  On  the  22d  I  lost 
sixteen  pounds;,  on  the  23d  I  lost  ninety-seven, 
pounds  ;  on  the  24th  I  lost  eighteen  pounds';  on  the 
28th  thirty-seven  pounds  ;  on  the  29th  ten  pounds ; 
on  the  3d  of  April  seventy-six  pounds  ;  on  the  4ih 
eighteen  pounds ;  on  the  5th  one  hundred  and  six 
poiitids ;  on  the  6th  fifteen  pounds ;  on  the  9ih  eleven 
poutidft;  on  the  11th  fifteen  pounds:  on  the  i2th 
twenty-six  pounds  ;  on  the  13lh  fifty-four  pounds  ; 
on  the  i6th  eighteen  pounds ;  on  the  I9th  eighteen 
pounds ;  on  the  130tb  eiehty-six  pounds ;  oq  the  3d 
of  May  elghtv-six  pounds.  At  this  time  I  did  busi- 
ness m  ih^  stocks,  though  i  was  not  a  member  of  the 
Stock  Exchange ;  I  had  previously  been  a  wine  mer- 
chant. I  had  otten  been  in  this  house  before  Marcby 
1802 ;  I  frequently  sa^  Taylor  there ;  he  inspected 
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.  geiitlibman  wanted  ihohey/ he  leiitjl  to  fci^^^ 
braarv,  1823,  I  ftad  a  conversSUon^i^  hrai;^^^^ 
^askea  m^  several,  questions  resdectinff ,  Itni  %duSe  in 
Fdr-mall.     I  then  saw  him  m  a  house  at  'the  toiler 
of  Bolton-street,  Piccadilly,  where  I  wentf'by  desire 
of  tny  motfier.     I  told  him  I  waited  on  Him  by  her 
desire ;  he  said,  ^  I  have  received  letters  jfrom))^r, 
sayrngy  yoa  lost  money  in  my.  hoiiae ;  I  do  not  recol- 
lect your  person."     I  said,  '*  I  was  surprised  at  that, 
as  be  must  have  seen  me  many  times  in  bis  house.** 
He  asked  me  to  wait,  and  called  in  a  dealer,  whom  be 
had  sent  for,  to  see  if  he  could  recognise  me.     The 
dealer  was  one  whom   I  had  often  seen.     Taylor 
asked  '*  if  he  knew  me  ?**    He  said,  '*  I  do/*    Taylor 
said,  '^Tins  gentleman  says  he  ha^  lost  one  thousand 
four  hundred  pounds  in  my  house ;  do  you  know  any 
Ihin'g  of  it  ?**    The  dealer  replied, "  I  think'  he  must 
be  mistaken,  a^  I  have  seen  him  play  only  for  small 
sums.'*     Taylor  asked  me  if  I  was  married ;  I  said  I 
was.     He  said  if  he  had  known  that,  he.  would  not 
have  let  me   into  his  house.      No  one  bad  ever 
asked   me  if  I  was  a  married  man.     He  went  on 
to  say,  ^  What  can  I  do  for  you  ?**  I  told  him^  *'  I 
was  placed  in  .a    very    iinpleaaant   situation,    that 
I   did   not  come  on  my  own  account,  but  by  de- 
sire of  my  .mother/^  He  said,  **  Well,  what  is  your 
mother's  wish  ?*'    I  replied, ''  I  believed  she  bad  stated 
it  in  ber  letters :''  he  said,  *'  Well,  what  is  it  ?"    I 
replied,  ''  that  he  should  return  me  the  money  I  liad 
lost,  or  procure  me  some  situation  to  maintain  .my  &• 
mily  under  Government,  or  in  some  public  dfece."* 
{A  laugh  in  Court.)     He  said,  '«  Well,  Sir,  I  will 
make  inquiries,  and  let  you  know."    I  then  left  him. 
I  have  seen  him  since,  but  not  to  speak  to  him.     I 
never  heard  aay  man  in  the  house  asked  whether  he 
was  married  or  a  bachelor.     I  believe  the  dealer  I 
who  was  named  West.     I  am  quite  certain  as  to  the 
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sum?  I  Ipst.^^Ttif  game  of  ratine  d  ffok  is  p^^  by 
tbe  players  agfdnst  the  keepers  of  the  'house*  Wji)^, 
•piritSt  and  refreshments,  are  provided  gratis. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Attobney  General.'    I 
could  not  rely  on  uiy  memory  for  the.  dates  and  sums, 
but  wrote  them  down  every  evening  after  X  cao^ 
home.     I  swear  these  entries  were  made  night  "by 
nisht ;  not  all  at  tbe  same  time.     I  set  down,  all  that 
I  lost,  and  all  that  I  won.     I  first  began  to  play  at 
this  house  in  February,  1821 ;  the  paper  begins  one 
day  beyond  the  year,  because  I  had  not  been  for  some 
time — about  nine  months.     A  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  East  introduced  me  to  this  house.     I  have  been  in 
16,  fiury-street ;  I  kept  an  account  of  my  losses  there. 
I  played  at  No.  10,  King-street;  I  was  not  shut  out 
in  consequence  of  any  misconduct.     I  have  played 
at  32,  late  40,  Pali-mall,  in  1822,  very  often.     T  have 
also  played  at  No.  5,  King-street,  in  1821.     I  do' not 
know  who  Mr.  East  who  introduced  me  was,  but  I 
was  introduced  to  him  by  Mr.  Jackson,  a  surgeon 
in  the  navy.     I    used  to  speculate    in   the  funds 
on  my  own  account;    I  had  no  establishment.     I 
left  tbe  business  of  wine  merchant  in  May,  1821. 
I  did  not  fail.     Before  that  I  underwrote  a  little  in 
Lloyd's  Coffee-bouse.  *  I  was  then  a  clerk  to  Robert 
King,  Esq.,  an  insurance-broker.     In  1822,  when  I 
was  losing  these  large  sums  of  money,  I  was  notbor- 
r6ii*ing  small  sums  from  different   people.     I  then 
lived  in  a  lodging  up  one  pair  of  stairs,  in  John^street, 
Clerkenwell ;  it  is  not  paid  for  now ;  I  have  given  an 
acceptance,  which  I  hope  to  pay.     I  swear  I  have  no 
exp^tation  of  sharing  in  the  proceeds  of  this  action. 
Al  tl)e  meeting  in  Bolton-street,  Idid  not  say  I  never 
saw^aylof  before.     I  know  a  person  named  Peyton ; 
I  have  never  borrowed  any  thing  of  him ;  he  owed 
me  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  which  he  paid  me 
by  small  instalments.    In  March,  1822,  I  swear  that 
I   saw  Taylor  there.     I  introduced  myself  to  Mr. 
;Pilkington  to  consult  him,  by  my  motber*3  desire.     I 
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ck»^  not  ^Tti0  M^  dictftte  iny  mother  s  Jett«|«u,  I  iiir. 
traduced  the  plaintiff  to  the  attomey ;  be  if  tjpK 
years  youuger  titan  I  am ;  he  has  been  a  few  |ipiR|> 
tl>  these  houses.  I  have  received  small  cumaas^ewn 
t^iiliBgs  imd  sit-pence  at  a  time  from  Mr.  PejtQ«£ 
imk  he  owed  them  to  me.  Peyton  sold  n  pipe  of 
Madeira  for  thirty-two  pounds  ibr  me  to  OkMield,  tb6 
gambler^  in  1821.  The  meeting  in  fiolton-streel  ^ 
was  by  appointment ;  West  was  not  there  the  wbol^ 
lime ;  but  after  he  came,  he  stayed  till  I  went  awa^y^, 
In  the  interval,  before  Mirch,  1822,  I  went  to  t^ 
minor  houses,  having  little  to  lose. 
.  Re^emmncd.  Peyton  did  not  pay  me  the  whole 
thirty-two  pounds  for  the  wine,  and  1  was  glad  t^  gjE^ 
tbe  balance  as  I  could.  ^The  partnership  was  dis^ 
'aolved  because  I  lost  my  money.  I  paid  Mrs.  Strong 
ibr  my  lodgings.  I  have  often  borrowed  small  sums 
to  pay  for  a  coach  home ;  but  never  except  at  a 
gammg-table.  I  have  often  bori'owed  small  snma  at 
the  gaming-table ;  but  there  only.  On  the  balance, 
I  have  lost  between  1,300/.  and  1,400/.  at  Taylor'^ 
bouse.  My  mother  desired  me.  to  call  on  the  i^tor* 
oey  who  conducted  the  former  cases,  and  I  weutrto' 
Mr.  PhiUips*s  office  to  know  where  he  lived. 

Mr.  Pilkington  being  recalled,  said,  he  rec^vfad 
from  Mr.  Willans  a  written  account  of  his  losses. 

The  Attoicney^General  addressed  the  Jury  for 
the  defendant.  He  asked  them  if  they  could  believe 
that  the  witness,  on  whose  testimony  the  case  wlirely 
rested,  after  being  forced  to  recede  from  his  partnar* 
ship,  acid  gambling  in  the  Stock-£xcbiinge,  had  the 
sums  in  his  possession  which  be  had  sworn  that  be 
lo^  ?  Could  they  believe  that  he,  without  the  leut 
idea  of  bringing  an  action,  ni<^t  by  night  wrote  down 
the  amount  of  his  losses?  If  they,  looked  at  the 
paper  produced,  they  wouM  be  satisfied  that  it  was 
all  written  at  one  time*  and  ft  was  obviously  written 
only  fpr  the  purposes  of  the  cause,  for  it  liegan  only 
me  day  ba/ond  the  year  to  which  the  actioQ  was,  by 
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MMdb(!f'Aofti  iTy^iai^^  in  faet^  iMver  >9||i6  present 
dw4ti^th^'i^<fle^tiiiie  when  WtUans  svow'tbat  he 
M^  ^lii  pi<efeidifi^  over  it,  tfaoa^  not  then^  enlirQly 
MpartHed  ft^bM  it.  He  would  prove  tlnrt,  dnring 
MiFOh  and  April,  186^  the  ivilnesa  was  notua  the 
hotAe;  that  in  ^se  montte  Taylor  wasnotin.the 
piay-lrooiii ;  and  that  he  never  lost,  and  never  was  in 
a  condition  t6  lose,  the  sums  which  he  noiw  swore  that 
be  had  loat.  He  was,  indeed,  b  great  poverty,  bor* 
rowing  small  sums  of  mom^,  and  unable  even  to  pay 
for  his  lod^gs.  Great  prejudice  undoubtedly  existed 
a|(aiflbt  the  keepers  of  gaming-houses — a  just  and 
hMest  prejudice;  but  when  1^  proved  theaafactSf 
and  *diat  the  day  on  which  the  witness  pr<tfes8ed  to 
hat«  test  his  largest  sum  was  Good  Friday,  on  which 
there  -^waS'  no  play,  he  was  assured  that  they  would 
give  him  their  verdict. 

»W.  Craoos  said,  I  am  a  porter  at  the  house 
57  and  58,  Pall-mall,  and  have  been  so  since  1819. 
It  was  my  duty  as  porter  to  keep  account  of  all  per- 
sons who  came  to  the  hcaise.  I  entered  their  names, 
first  on  slips  of  paper,  and  on  the  same  evening  in  a 
book.  I  know  Mr.  William  Willans.  I  did  not 
know  his  name,  but  called  him  Mr.  Berger's  friend; 
he  was  first  introduced  by  Berger.  The  house  was 
net  open  on  Sunday  or  Good  Friday  for  play.  The 
witness  referred  to  his  book,  and  said  the  entry  was  on 
the  5th  of  April,  1822,  ''  Good  Friday,  April  5— -no 
play ;''  and  after  looking  at  all  the  days  spoken  to  by 
Mr.  Willans,  said  he  was  not  there  on  any  of  those 
days.  Taylor  quitted  the  house  on  the  31st  of  Au- 
gust, 1832,  and  for  nearly  a  twelvemonth  had  left  the 
personal  management  of  the  concern. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Phillips.  I  think  the 
last  day  Mr.  Willaus  was  in  the  house  was  the  Iddi 
of  August,  1822.  .He  first  came  on  the  10th  of 
May,  1822.     I  never  asked  him  his  name;  Taylor 
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.«ever  told  me  to  «sk  «oy  one  if  he.  was  ingnietf  or 
MOgle.  The  bottBe  mas  not  kepi opea  on  ChridlBitt- 
day.  Mr.  Wiliaos  sonietifiies  came  alone;  but  Mr. 
Berger  was.  there  that  day.  I  never  left  the  dobr 
where  the  .book  was  kept  ironi  two  in  the  aftemoou 
till  it  closed,  so  as  not  to  be  able  to  answer  the  bell. 
Mr.  £ades  was  a  frequenter  of  the  "house,  but  he 
did  not  introduce  Willaus. 

The  Jury  propobld  that  die  witness  sj[KMild  write 

Uie  bix  first  names  in  one  of  the  pages,  that  they  m^t 

.  compare  them  with  the  book,  and  ascertain  whether 

it  Mas  id  his  hand-writing.    He  did  so,  and  the  paper 

wub  banded  to  the  Jury. 

The  Jury  asked  the  witness  who  were  dealers  in 
.1822?  He  said  Bengough  and  Maeemore.  They 
were  not  now  Uving  with  Taylor.  He  had  been  at 
Che  battle  of  Waterloo. 

George  Fisher  said,  I  was  a  dealer  at  the 
house  from  the  1 7th  of  December,  1821,  to  tlieSlst 
of  August,  1822.  Major  Beiger  introduced  Wm. 
Willttus.  1  do  not  recollect  seeing  Willans  (^  for 
lai'ge  sums.  1  remember  being  fisked  by  Major  Ber- 
.ger,  who  introduced  W'illans,  in  his  presence,  and  I 
replied,  ''  He  did.'  I  think  Willans  said  he  had 
been  in  the  bouse  prior  to  his  introduction  by  Major 
Berger ;  I  then  said,  ''  I  do  not  recollect  your  losing 
large  sums ;"  •  he  replied  he  had  lost  money  prior  to 
iny  engugemeut  with  Ta\lor.  1  never  saw  Taylor  in 
^the  room  during  play,  in  my  life. 

Cro^  examined.  I  never  saw  him  in  the  room  : 
he  might  be  in  tlie  house.  I  have  seen  him  in  the 
•room.  I  am  now  in  the  wine-trade.  I  formerly 
held  a  situation  in  Somerset-house ;  1  left  it  in*  con- 
sequence of  losses  at  {Jay.  I  was  ruined.  I  knew 
Mr.  Willans  by  no  other  appellation  than  Major  Ber- 
f^r's  friend.  Taylor  paid  me  41.  a  week.  I  am  now 
tespector  at  another  gaming-house,  3^,  Pail-malK  as 
Mell  as  in  the  :wine^trade. 

John   Mazemors  said,    I   became  a  dealer  at 
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th»  house  in  December^  1819,  and  continued  iiU  the 
latter  part  of  April  last.  I  knew  William  Wiilaiis  as 
Major  Berber's  friend ;  he  was  introduced  by  Majov 
,  Berger.  He  first  came  about  Midsummer,  1823.  I 
believe  he  was  not  there  in  March  or  April.  I  recol-* 
lect  that  the  house  was  closed  on  Good  Friday ; 
notice  wa3  given,  and  I  did  not  attend.  Taylor's  in* 
terest  ceased  in  the  latter  end  of  August,  1822;  he 
had  ceased  to  attend  tlie  play-room  for  twelve  months 
before.  I  never  saw  H.  Willans  stake  five  pounds  at 
a  time ;  nor  play  even  gold.  I  do  not  choose  to  say 
what  I  am  now. 

Joseph  Bengough,  another  dealer  at  the 
house,  said,  I  was  once  in  the  commissariat;  I  en* 
tered  ft  about  November,  1817.  Taylor  left  the  con- 
cern in  August*  1823.  During  the  whole  previous 
year,  Taylor  never  attended  in  the  play-room.  Wil- 
kins  went  by  the  name  of  Major  Berger's  friend  :  he 
rarely  played.     I  never  saw  t  bank-note  in  his  hand. 

Cross-examined.  I  now  live  on  the  bounty  of  my 
firfends.  Taylor  has  sent  me  a  note  when  I  asked' 
for  it. 

James  West  said,  I  was  principal  manager 
of  the  house.  I  was  present  at  the  meeting  in  Bol-^ 
ton-street,  between  Taylor  and  Willans.  Willans 
said  2ic  had  never  seen  Taylor  till  that  day.  Hef 
seemed  to  think  he  had  a  claim  on  Taylor  for  money 
he  said  he  had  lost.  I  had  seen  him  before;  but 
never  knew  his  name.  He  may  have  played  for  ona 
or  two  pounds.  Had  he  lost  such  sums  as  one  hun- 
dred pounds  I  must  have  known  it.  When  any  gen- 
tleman played  for  large  sums,  we  always  inquired  his 
name;  y^  never  thought  it  worth  while  to  inquire 
Willan*s  name. 

Cross-examined.  ^  TaylcM*  now  lives  in  Arlington- 

btreet,  ano  keepya  highly  respectable  establishment. 

'  Mrs.  Mary  Strong  said,  William  Willans  and 

his  wife  came  to  lodge  with  her  in  October,  182>lv 

and  liv^d  at  her  house  three  months.     He  was  to  pay 
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rent  monthly.  "Wlien  he  left,  5even  pounds  wm  Am; 
he  gaye  her  a  bill,  which  be  paid  palktly  bjr  coab, 
parfly  in  money.  About  two  pounds  ten  shiliii^ 
was  paid  in  halq)ence.  The  clothes  were  left  tiH  tibt 
bill  was  paid.  * 

Mr.  Thomas  Woods  proved  that  Willans  bonoved 
several  half  crowns  of  him  at  houses  of  phy.  He 
never  saw  any  large  sums  in  his  possession. 

Mr.  John  Ab^tt  proved  that  Willans  borrowKl 
$niall  sums ;  once  be  borrowed  one  pound,  and  paid 
it  by  Instalments. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  left  the  Jury  to  decide 
on  the  credibility  of  the  only  witness  in  support  of 
the  plaintiff,  broken  in  upon  as  it  was  by  the  witnes* 
ses  for  the  defendant,  and  by  the  testimony  respecting 
the  Good    Friday,  and  by  the  appearance  of  the 

Eaper  which  he  had  sworn  was  written  night  by  night, 
ut  which  had  all  the  appearance  of  being  written  at 
one  time. 

The  Jury  retired,  and  soon  after  rettmied  to  ask 
whether,  if  they  found  for  the  plaintiff,  they  could  re* 
duce  the  dam^es. 

The  Lord  Voieb  Justice.  If  you  can  give  cre- 
dit to  tins  man,  you  may  find  for  a  part  of  the  debt 

The  Jury  retired  again,  and  on  returning  into  Court, 
said,  **  We  find  that  the  witness  has  lost  one  hundred 
and  seventy  pounds*.''  They  accordindy  found  for  tha 
plaintiff— Damages  Six  Hundred  and  Eighty  Pounds, 
parcel  of  the  sum  demanded. 


MOTION  FOR  A  NEW  TRIAx 

WILLANS   v.   TAYLOB. 

On  a  subsequent  day  the  Attorney-General  moved 
for  a  rule  to  show  oame  why  a  new  trial  should  not 
be  had.    He  urged  that  the  verdict  was  against  the 
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wdgbt  of  evidence  in  the  cause ;  tbat  the  appearance 
of  me  paper  proved  it  to  be  all  H^ritten  at  once ;  and 
that  the  very  finding  of  the  Jury  manifested  that  they 
did  not  place  implicit  reliance  on  the  solitary  witness 
by  which  the  case  was  supported. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said,  that  the  appear- 
ance of  the  paper,  the  books  of  the  defendant,  and  the 
demeanour  and  testimony  of  the  witnesses  on  both 
sides,  were  all  before  the  Jury,  and  the  Court  could 
not  say  they  had  formed  an  erroneous  judgment.  Had 
they  found  a  verdict  for  the  whole  sum,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  say  they  would  have  done  wrong ;  and 
h^  could  not  think  a  defendant  had  a  right  to  a  new 
trial,  because  they  found  for  less  than  they  might  have 
compelled  him  to  pay. 

The  other  Judges  concurred,  and  Mr.  Justice  Bay- 
let  observed,  that  it  did  not  seem  to  him  that  the 
paper  was  all  written  at  the  same  time,  though  pro* 
bably  with  the  same  kind  of  pen  and  ink.  llie  rule 
was  therefore  refused. 


CHAPTER  Xll. 

Sfl&fenoes  of  Fine  and  Imprisonment  passed  on  persons  con- 
victed of  keeping  ocnnmon  Gambling  Houses — Kooier  and 
HuAtPHRXES — Affidavits  in  nitii^tion  and  in  asgravation 
of  punishment — Oldfield  and  Bennett,  previously  im- 
vorisoned  for  the  same  offence — Judgment  prayed  against 
Fielder— Quibbles  by  which  sentence  was  evaded — Cor- 
rupliDn  of  prosecutors— Sentence  passed  on  a  conviction 
which  had  taken  place  seven  years  before. 

JUDGMENT   ON    ROGIER    AND   HUMPHRIES. 


Mr.  <J.  Phillips  moved  for  the  judgment  of  the 
Court   upon  Charles  Edward  Rogier  and  Wiliiaiu 
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SontfiweH  Htmipliries,  who  had  been  convicted  f» 
keeping  a  common  gaming-hotne  at  32,  (late  40^ 
P9H  Man. 

The  defendants  being  called,  and  answering  to  their 
names,  appeared  on  the  floor  of  the  Coort. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  read  his  notes  of  the 
trial.  From  them  it  appeared,  that  the  case  waa 
broi^ht  home  to  the  defendants  by  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  WoodrofTe,  who  represented  the  house  as  splen* 
didiy  fitted  up,  the  doors  strongly  guarded  by  bars 
and  bolts,  and  servants  stationed  at  them  to  prevent 
tlie  admission  of  oflicers  and  suspicious  persons.  Wine, 
spirits,  and  every  species  of  refreshment  were  sup- 
plied gratis  to  the  guests.  Rouge  et  Noir  was  played 
there ;  the  peer  and  the  apprentice  mingled  in '  the 
same  pursuit ;  some  of  the  visitors  were  occasionally 
intoxicated,  but  the  defendants,  who  acted  as  mana- 
gers, were  always  sober. 

Mr.  CuRwooD,  for  the  defendaiits,  rose  to  subhiit 
an  objection  to  tiie  Court  in  arrest  of  judgmeat,  and. 
upon  this  objection  he  placed  considerable  reliance. 
Tiic  indictment  upon  which  these  defendants  were 
convicted  was  not  framed  upon  any  statute,  but  was 
at  common  law,  for  beeping  a  gaming-house  for 
*'  lucre  and  gain,*'  and  causing  idle  and  disorderly  per- 
sons to  meet  together,  and  play  at  an  unlawful  game, 
c.illed  Rouge  etNoir,'to  the  common  nuisance  of  the 
subjects  of  the  king.  Now,  he  would  contend  that 
keejnng  a  gaming«house  was  not  a  nuisanl^e  per  je, 
though  it  certainly  might  become  so  if  it  attracted  a 
concourse  of  persons  to  the  inconvenience  of  neigh- 
bours and  passengers.  Gaming  was  not  illegal  at 
common  law ;  and  in  all  tlie  statutes  which  had  pro 
hibited  particular  games,  no  mention  was  made  of 
Rouge  et  Noir,  which  was  a  game  of  modem  in- 
vention. Thp^  first  dictum  which  any  way  favoured 
the  supposition  that  keeping  a  common  gaming- 
house was  an  indictable  offence,  would  be  found  in 
Hawtms;  and  there  the  position  was  put  very  doubt- 
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/i)liy;  tl|e  w^^rds  bcii^i ''  it  U  md^Mcefing  n  eotrwivki 
gaming-house  is  an  indictable  oifence  at  cpmipon  law/' 
lie,  therefore,  contended  that  the  game  wns  not  im- 
]  awful^  that  the  indictment  charged  no  offence  recog- 
nised by  law,  and  consequently  that  judgment  ought 
to  bo  arrested,,  or  a  new  trial  granted. 

Mr.  Platt,  for  the  defendant  Humphries,  oontend- 
ed  that  there  was  no  statute  which  made  the  gfune  of 
Roug  e  €t  Noir  an  unlawful  game,  and  that  if  there 
was  no  ground  for  arresting  the  ju^meut  of  the 
Court,  the  parties  were  at  all  events  entitled  to  Tt 
new  trial,  because  there  was  no  evidence  to  proTe 
tiiat  they  kept  the  house  for  '*  lucre  and  gain.** 

The  Lord  Chiek  Justice  stated  (and  the  other 
Judges  concurred  in  the  opinion)  that  the  indictn  ent 
charged  an  offence  at  common  law,  non  was  tliere 
any  deficiency  in  eridence  to  warrant  the  granting  of 
m  new  triil.  Every  institution  to  si^vert  public 
morals  was  a  nuisance ;  and  although  there  was  no 
authority  applicable  to  tiie  particular  case  of  gaining- 
houses,  yet  for  a  length  of  time  they  had  been  ranked 
by  repeated  Acts  of  Parliament  as  common  nuisan- 
ces. It  was  really  too  much  to  say  that  tliere  was 
no  evidence  of  keeping  the  house  for  '*  lucre  and 

J^ain,"  when  all  the  incitements  to  play  were  set 
orth,  and  when  it  was  clear  from  the  whole  conduct 
of  the  parties  that  they  were  actuated  by  no  other 
motive. 

Affidavits  in  mitigation  were  then  ])ut  in  by  the  de« 
fendants. 

The  first  by  Rogicr,  stated  thnt  he  certainly  atone 
time  had  a  share  in  the  gaming-house,  but  not  at 
present,  and  that  no  persons  were  adiritted  but  those 
ef  the. higher  orders  of  society,  and  thai  Mr.Wood-* 
roffe,  the  prosecutor,  had  brought  an  action  against 
him  to  recover  three  hundred  and  sixty-two  pounds,  as 
money  won  at  play,  which  never  was  lost :  he  be- 
lieved the  prosecution  was  instituted  only  to  extort 
ino9ey,  for  two.  hundred  pounds  had  beeu  demanded 
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besides  the..tfar»  hui^red  a^d^  j^ii^t;yrtwp.  Iuw4Fvi*^ 
tl^e  price  of  compromise,  an^  fuci$^,.  &fif tjj^ 
settled  a  prosecution  against  i^  pe.ipspA,,]minf%i«^ 
rjdge  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  apd  "Sy^p<>^^- 

Humphrey's  affidarit  corroborated  these/ ^te- 
roents,  and  alleged  that  he  was  only  a  serx^  inj^^e 
bouse  at  a  weekly  salary.  •  , 

On  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  the  affidavit  of 
Mr.  Woodrofie  was  put  in  and  read.  It  stated  that 
he  had  lost  large  sums  at  the  house  No^  33»  (late  40) 
Pall-Mall,  where  the  defendants  acteil  as  oiasters. 
The  doors  were  strongly  secured  and  well-guarded, 
to  prevent  the  entrance  of  strangers;  the, interior 
was  fitted  up  in  a  superior  style,  and  wine  aqd  spirits 
were  supplied  gratis  to  the  company,  who.  were  fre- 
quently in  a  state  of  intoxication  when  they  played, 
At  this  house  Rouge  et  Noir  was  constantly  played, 
by  numerous  persons  of  difierent  degrees:  some  of 
them  peers  of  the  realm,  some  tradesmen  and  trades- 
men's apprentices  ;  and  others  had  the  a^ppeacam^  of 
mercbanti*  or  bankers*  clerks,  having  the  long, Dack 
note-cases  commonly  used  by  persons  so  ewfioypd. 
There  were  youths  there  who  did  not  appear  more  t^an 
1 6  or  1 7  years  of  age,  playing  hi  the'same  manper  w^h 
the  others.  By  the  rules  of  the  houke^  the  jplayers 
might  stake  any  sum  from  5s.  to  100/.  on  0ach  event, 
which  was  usually  decided  in  less  than' a  minute. 
The  prosecutor  had  seen  one  person  lose  300/.  in  a 
minute,  and  had  observed  the  proprietors  win  to  the 
amount  of  2,000/.  in  a  single  evening.  Since  the 
indictment  was  preferred,  tlie  prosecutor,  by  the 
special  appointment  of  RogicY,  called  at  his  house, 
when  Rogier  urged  him  to  compromise,  and  on 
his  refusal  threatened  to  harass  him  with  pro- 
secutions, and  asked  him  how  he  could  help^bl^nself 
if  he  proceeded  against  him,  as  tie  had  beep  advised 
to  do  by  Bennett,  the  manager  of  a  sno^Far  con- 
cern ?  Rogier,  further  to  intimidate  Mr.  Wo^ddrofle» 
said  he  would  ruin  him,  as  Jthe  ^ming^bus^Julc^iii 
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M  a  <$dtiiirib&  funA  of  a  miDion  of  meney  to  defend 
^dseeutiotis ;  and  that  he  would  take  care  that  he 
flfhbuUI  be  annoyed  in  tiie  public  streets,  and  that  a 
caveat  shodd  be  entered  against  his  call  to  the  bar» 
ih'tbe  society  of  which  he  was  a  member.  Rogier 
also  observcMl,  that  if  he  were  convicted,  he  should 
suffer  very  little  except  personal  inconvenience,  as 
his  house  was  andor  the  control  of  foreigners,  and 
\e  could  bring  over  a  fresh  batch  every  fortnight, 
whose  persons  were  unknown,  and  who  could  secure 
the  profits  to  him,  even  if  he  were  in  the  tread-mili. 
The  prosecutor  also  swore  to  his  belief,  that  the 
defendants  had  '*  branch  societies*'  established  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  where  unlawful  games 
were  carried  on  for  their  |)rofit  and  under  their  con* 
trol.  He  also  beljeved  ttiat  the  game  was  still  caN 
ried  on  in  this  very  estabhshment,  and  that  the  de- 
fendant Humphries  continued  to  officiate  as  ma- 
nager. 

Mr.  CtrnwooD  addressad  the  Court  on  behalf  of 
the  defendant  Rogier.  He  saw  with  regret  the  un- 
fortunate pre)adice  which  existed  in  the  public  mind 
against  persons  in  Q^  situation  o(  his  client,  and 
although  the  judges  were  elevated  far  above  this 
prejudice,  their  wisdom  and  their  station  having 
raised  them  to  an  eminence,  whence  they  would  look 
down  with  calm  contempt  on  all  the  prejudices 
around  them,  yet  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  strive  for  its 
removal.  Magistrates  now  thought'  themselves  au- 
thorised to  break  into  houses  suspected  to  be  used 
for  gaming,  with  a  violence  which  they  would  find  it 
difficult  to  justify,  in  search  of  the  most  'atrocious 
feTon.  .  After  the  decision  of  their  lordships  he  was  un- 
willing to  advert  to  any  other  topics,  but  he  had  the 
aiilliority  of  sages  for  asserting,  that  gaming  was  not 
caicttlated  to  sap  the  foundation  of  public  morals. 
There  is  afeo  an  aut  of  tegislature  \\  hich  denies  that 
gwiing  is  a  moral  offence— 

Mr.  lusti^e  IIest.     Wbefse  do  you  find  chat  ? 

3  n 
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Mr.  CuRwooo.  It  is  M  lUted  of  gamblers,  and 
I  tuke  it  fof  granted,  thai  tbey  are.e^al  m  point  of 
erimiDality  to  die  person  ^o  keeps  a  house  (or 
plajr. 

Mr.  Justice  Best.  I  believe  Lord  Mansfield' did 
say»  that  gaming  was  not  a  crime ;  but  kec^g  a 
gamii^-house  is  an  act  of  quite  a  different  nature. 

Mr.  CuRwooD.  They  are  m  jMETi  delicio^  my  Lotd. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley.  No  ;  I  may  perlntps'  do 
that  innocently  in  my  own  house>  which  if  done  in 
public,  and  under  other  circumstances  may  beoome 
eriminfil. 

;  Mr.  CuRwooD  said  he  would  not  urge  the  stale 
topic  of  the  lottery  ;  but  surely  the  legislature  could 
not  consider  gaming  as  bad  in  itself,  when  every  act 
prohibiting  it,  contained  an  express  reservation  in 
favour  of  the  royal  palaces.  {A  laugh.)  With  respect 
to  the  evidence,  I  do  not  wish  to  say  much,  but  it  is 
that  species  of  testimony  which  reflects  but  little 
credit  upon  the  prosecutor ;  and  the  Court  would  feel 
an  honourable  wish  to  avoid  gratifying  the  malevo- 
lence  of  a  person  who  had  studied  law  at  the  gaming^ 
table,  and  having  taken  his  Qhance  of  winning  the 
defendant's  money,  chose  thus  to  revenge  his^  losses. 
The  story  which  he  has  told  before  the  Court  will  be 
received  with  jealousy,  and  when  I  hear  that  he  is  a 
student  at  law,  I  only  hope  the  profession,  to  which 
it  is  my  pride  to  belong,  may  never  number  him 
among  its  members.  I  say  \(rith  the  most  unfeigned 
sincerity — di  talem  averiite  pesUm.  In  the  id&davit 
which  has  just  been  read,  Mr.  Kogter  states  he  has 
quitted  the  occupation  for  ever ;  and,  as  one  end  of 
punishment  was  obtained,  the  judges,  he  trusted, 
would  be  disposed  to  visit  him  lightly,  and  not  give 
effect  to  prejudices  whidi  had'  already  inflicted  no 
small  degree  of  misery  upon  him.  « 

Mr.  Platt  for  tfie  defendant  Humf  hries  fol- 
lowed. 

lie  urged  several  arguments  in  mitig&tion  of  the 
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pilftisbneBt  of  his  din/i.  who  was  merely  a  servant; 
be  difidaimed  aH^participation  in  the  sentimonts  which 
wdirid  repfesent :  the  practices  of  these  persons  as 
moral ;  he  thought,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  were 
hlgtfly  pernicious  and  ought  to  be  repressed  ;^but 
there  were  oircumstances  which  created  a  distinction 
in  favour  of  his  client  who  was  prosecuted  by  a  man 
wha  came  into  Court  with  unclean  haiids. 

Mr.  Charles  Phillips  then  rose,  and  addressed 
the  Conrt,  in  aggravation,  nearly  as  follows: — 

My  Lords,  it  now  becomes  my  duty  to  ofifer  afew 
observations  to  your  lordships,  on  the  nature  of  the 
offence  of  which  the  defendants  stand  convicted. 
After,  having  listened  to  the  addresses  of  the  two 
learned  gentlemen,  I  confess  that  I  am  somewhat 
puzzled  to  know  the  exact  situation  in  which  I  stand. 
I  am  almost  inclined  to  fancy  that  I  have  mistaken 
my  situation,  and  that  I  am  to  appear  on  the  part  of 
my  client  to  make  an  apology  for  doing  an'  act  of 
public  justice !  Perhaps  it  would  not  be  the  most 
unwise  course  to  leave  the  .speech  of  Mr.  Curwood, 
to  the  answer  it  had  received  from  Mr.  Piatt,  had  I 
not  received  instructions  from  the  prosecutor  to  point 
out  to  your  lordships,  tfie  mischiefs  which  the  defen- 
dants are  so  actively  engaged  in  advancing,  and  had 
not  his  character  been  so  malevolently  aspersed  by 
their  assertions.  My  learned  friend,  Mr.  Curwood, 
pathetically  deplored  the  prejudice  under  which  his 
client  laboured,  and  termed  it — ^an  unfortunate  preju- 
dice; Far  otherwise  did  Mr.  Piatt — he,  with  that 
sound  judgment  which  he  always  exercises,  saw  that 
the  ground  thus  occupied  by  Mr.  Curwood  was  ut* 
terly  untenable,  and  accordingly  he  laboured  hard  to 
rescue  his  client  fr6m  any  participation  in  Mr.  Cur- 
wood's  sentiments.  But  I  have  now  not  only  to  ad- 
dress your  Lordships  in  aggravation,  but  to  vindicate 
my  client  froqi  the  imputations  flung  out  this  day 
against  his  character,  because  he  has  had  the  courage 
to  come  forward — and  against  what  ?  against  the  at- 
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tkofct  of  the  verf  mep  by  whom  he  was  first  sockieed. 
Ho  k  cfta«^  in  the  affidaVk  of  Rogicr  of  attempt- 
ing t(i'c6mprmhtS6  thk  pnroceedhig ;  and  having  &9od 
fp*j^at/il  h  said,  thU  he  comes  here  with  a  rindictire 
Bphit  ttr  CaH  for  s^erity  upon  these  defendants. 
rfikii^t  I  leave  it  to  your  Lordships'  gootl  sense,  whe- 
ther, if  money  couki  have  silenced  the  prosecutor,  the 
defendants  would  to-day  have  had  to  stand  upon  the 
floor  df  this  court  waiting  their  just  sentence  r  That 
my  dient  hair  suffered  himself  to  be  trepanned  into  the 
den  of  these  defendants  was  his  misfortune,  perhaps 
bis  transgression,  but  not  quite  as  inexpiable,  I  hope, 
as  Mr.  Curwo6d*s  classical  research  would  make  it, 
when  we  consider  his  youth  and  his  temptation.  That 
he  ^ould  endeavour  to  guard  others  from  the  seduc- 
tions to  which  he  wat  subject,  is  at  once  a  doty 
which  he  owes'  himself,  and  an  atonement  which  he 
owes  society.  Indeed,  Arom  the  report  which  his 
Lordshipr  re^d  to-day,  you  must  perceive,  my  Lords, 
that  tbii  qtfedtion  materially  conceras  the  whole  com- 
Asunity ;  I  therefore  say,  and  when  I  hear  the  doc- 
trines #hich  are  promulgated  by  my  learned  frimid,  I 
hrave  a  right  to  say,  that  the  court  is  not  only  called 
tfpbn  to  inrAiet  severe  punishment  upon  the  defendants, 
but  by  so  doing  to  extend  merey  to  the  thousands 
who  are  as  yet  perhaps  hesitating  on  th^  brink  of 
Iheir  destruction.  Upon  the  sentence  which  yon  are 
Kbout  to  pronounce  depends,  whether  tliis  vice,  which, 
with  all  deference  to  Mr.  Curwood,  I  still  presume  to 
designate  a  moral  oftence,  is  to  be  effectually  checked, 
or  to  continue  its  pestilentrai  visitation.  It  appears, 
Aat  these  defendants  have  been  convicted  of  keeping 
a  ^ming-house  in  the  very  centre  of  this  metropolis. 
Mr.  Curwood  dwells  with  great  force,  and  irresisti- 
ble pathos  upon  the  innocent  intention  of  these  de- 
fendants, and  indeed  Rogier  himself  has  had  the  har- 
dihood to  swear,  that  he  did  not  knowihat  th^  gfone 
«f  RMgt  tt  iVeir  was  illegal.  What  (ben,  I  wonld 
Mc  f^\tt  Lordships^  was  the  meanins|  rfthe'pi^teintioli 
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adopted  against  dl  hyt  tbe  initiated  ?  It  is  not  da- 
niedy  though  t))e  defondanis  had  an  opportuoity  o( 
denying  it,  that  the  doors  of  their  iniquitoMs  d^ns  are 
barr€4  up  and  barricadoed  like  the  dungeons*  to 
w^icbtipthe  end,  they  too  generally  lead.  Does 
not  this  fact  Uilone  abundantly  prove  that  they  are 
well  aware  of  its  guilt,  and  of  ;ts  illegality  ?  When 
ypii  enter  their  house,  from  which  all  are  excluded^ 
eiccept  tho  imwary^  it  seems  that  there  was  not  only 
drink  to  stupify  the  senses,  but  every  expensive  deco- 
ration to  fascinate  and  attract ; — that  these  induce- 
ments to  the  game  are  given  gratuitously,  proving  the 
calculation  in  favour  of  the  donors ; — that  the  play  is 
carriefl  on  to  such  an  extent  that  £  100.  may  be 
staked  at  a  time,  and  the  stake  forfeited  in  half  a  mi* 
nute ;— !-that  the  gradations  of  tlie  stakes  run  so  low 
as  5^*  in  order  to  accommodate  the  inferior  candidate 
for  ruin ;  and  that  the  proprietors  have  won  even  in  a 
sin^e  night,,  a  sum  amounting  to  ^2,000.  Mr. 
Rogier  has  ventured  to  swear  in  his  affidavit  to-day, 
that  no  persons,  but  those  above  the  middle  class  of 
society,  were  permitted  to  play ;  yet  it  was  proved 
at  the  farial,  that  all  persons^  from  the  peer  to  the  ap- 
preotiee^  were  indiscriminately  admitted,  and  that 
t|iis  deluded  rabble  were  not  left  to  the  excitement  of 
the  vice  itself,  but  often  under  the  influence  of  intox- 
ication were  cruelly  plundered  of  property,  which  in 
many  instances  was  probably  not  their  own.  Such 
is  the  system,  or  rather  a  part  of  the  system  carried 
on  at  these  hells,  as  they  are  very  emphatically  and 
pot  inappropriately  denominated ;  for  in  them  the 
worst,  of  passions  are  in  conflict.  The  fiercest  ima- 
ginable tortures  are  enduring — ^the  consummation  of 
all  evil  is  completed ;  and  that  notliing  may  be  want* 
ing  to  fill  up  the  picture,  we  find  the  grand  Master 
pemons  of  the  place  creating, — encouraging, — en- 
joyingi— rand  even  exulting  in  the  ruin  that  surrounds 
them.  It  appears  to  me,  my  Lords,  that  if  there 
were  no  other  feature  in  this  ease  than  tbe  confusion 
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of  rank  to  whicli  these  places  lead,  it  would  of  itsdf 
be  sufficient  aggravation.     Men  of  birtli  may  only 
descend  to  this  tarnishing  connexion  in  the  hope  of 
profit,  hut  humbler  men  will  shelter  their  conduct 
under  the  cloak  of   their  exeesses  and  example. 
Happy  however  would  it  be  if  this  were  the  only  ag- 
gravation,— happy  would  it  be  if,  to  the  matured  pro- 
fligacy of  either  class,  this  infatuation  could  be  limit- 
ed !     But  what  can  be  said  of  ViDe  enormity  of  these 
defendants,  when  you  hear  that  their  doors  are  open 
to  the  youthful  and  the  innocent  ?    Boys  of  sixteen, 
bankers'  clerks,  tradesmen's  apprentices  too — all  who 
have  their  own  or  their  n)asters*  money  to  lose,  are 
welcome    to  this    scene  of  impartial  depredation. 
Give  me  leave  to  ask  you,  my  Lords,  while  these 
pest-houses  exist,  what  father  can  count  upon  the 
morals  of  his  child  ?    What  merchant — what  man  of 
business  can  rely  upon  the  honesty  of  those  employed 
by  him  ?  What  family,  no  matter  his  rank,  is  in  a 
state  of  security  ?     It  is  absurd  to  imagine  that  any 
moral  barrier  can  be  established  against  this  vice. 
Enclose  tlie  victim  but  once  amidst  the  circle  of  its 
fasciultion,  and   every    devisable  remedy   becomes 
neutralized  and  powerless :  the  freshest  and  dearest 
virtues   of  our  nature  fade  under  its  withering  in- 
fluence.   In  other  vices  there  is  some  hope  of  redemp- 
tion, and  misfortune  may  correct  a  man :  but  \t  in  the 
peculiarity  of  the   vice  of  gaming,  that  even  the 
gamester's  losses  operate  only  as  so  many  sjbnnulants 
to  his  perseverance,  and  the  more  adversity  contracts 
and  darkens  his  horizon,  the  more  delusively  briHiant 
appears  the  meteor  that  beguiles  him.    But  I  feel , 
my  Lords,  that  this  is  not  the  place  to  expatiate  on 
ihe  vice  ;  and  I  hope  there  is  but  one  person  in  Court 
pit.  Curwood)  who  does  not  think  it  immoral.  Your 
own  enlightened  minds,  my  Lords,  no  doubt,  wiQ 
trace  it  from  its  first  excited,  and  perhaps  involuntary 
lapse,  through  every  gradation  of  crime,  to  its  fafa4 
tecmination  in  suicide  or  the  scaffold.     I  wiR,  how* 
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eyer»  ask  your  Lordsbws  what  think  yoii  of  (jbe  con- 
duct of  one  of  these  defendants,  wfien  he  wa^  remon- 
strated with  by  the  prosecutor-^when  he  even  anfici- 
pated  conviction  ?  Did'  he  express  any  contrition  ? 
Did  he  promise  either  penitence  or  amendment  'fbr 
the  future  ?  Not  he  ;  he  scorned  such  puling  Hypo- 
crisy— ^he  gloried  in  the  idea  of  setting  justice  at  de- 
fiance ;  all  he  had  to  do  it  seems  was  to  import  a 
ifrcsh  cargo  of  his  countrymen  amongst  us,  to  ingraft 
jthe  luxuriance  of  their  vices  upon  our  stunted  delin- 
quencies ;  and  then,  even  in  the  tread-mill ,  his  calcu- 
lations and  profits  would  go  on  just  as  accurately  as 
ever.  Not  one  victim  would  be  saved  from  the 
sacrifice — not  one  guinea  less  would  be  wrung  from 
the  community.  In  closing  this  case  I  cannot  but 
remark  on  the  difficulty  of  bringing  these  men  to  jus- 
tice. Mr.  Curwood*s  legal  acuteness  is  the  least  of 
these  diflSculties ;  ttie  defendants  belong  to  a  gang, 
formidable  from  its  opulence.  It  is  not  enough  that 
a  man  is  to  be  plundered  and  cheated,  but  if  he  dares 
complain,  he  will  meet  with  a  persecution,  purchased 
by  his  own  money.  My  Lords,  I  have  trespassed 
upon  your  attention ;  I  leave  the  case  with  perfect 
confidence  in  your  hands :  I  have — I  can  have  no 
personal  feeling,  nor  should  I  have  said  so  much;  but 
for  the  natural  excitation  occasioned  by  the  speech  of 
Mr.Curwood,and  the  strong  conviction  of  what  a  deep 
interest  the  public  have  at  stake  in  its  decision.  I  be- 
lieve most  solemnly  that  it  depends  on  this  day's  judg- 
ment, whether  many  industrious,  moral,  honourable 
men,  may  not  hereafter  have  to  attribute  to  the  infernal 
system  carried  on  at  these  pestiferous  dens,  the  ex- 
tinction of  their  fairest  hopes,  and  the  irreparable 
ruin  of  their  children. 
The  Judges  were  engaged  in  consultation,  when 
Mr.  PHM.L1PS  again  rose  and  said,  it  would  per- 
haps be  more  convenient  to  the  Court,  and  it  would 
•ave  tihde,  to  have  the  other  fo^r  detendants,  who 


J^  besn  found  guilty,  hrougbt  up  to  receive  the  icpr 
pence  of  the  Court, 

The  LoBP  Chief  Justice.    Are  tbey  here  ? 

Mr.  CuRwooD.  Tes,  my  lord,  three  of  tiie  four 
found  guilty  upon  the  other  indictment  are  here ;  and 
I  have  an  affidavit  that  one  is  detained  by  ilhien. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Then  let  the  two 
defendants,  Rogier  and  Humphries,  and  also  the 
ihree  defendants,  fiennett,  Oldfield,  and  Carlos,  who 
are,  as  you  say,  in  readiness  to  receive  judgment,  be 
immediately  taken  into  custody  ;  and  let  them  all  be 
brought  up  at  the  sitting  of  the  Court  to-morrow^ 
when  judgment  will  be  passed  upon  them. 


JUDGMENT  OF  THE  COURT. 

On  the  following  day,  as  soon  as  the  court  was  full, 
the  prisoner^,  Rogier,  Humphries,  Bennett,  Oldfieldi 
and  Carlos,  were  brought  into  court,  in  the  custody  di 
Mr.  Gibons  the  tipstaff. 

Mr.  Charles  Phillips  then  moved  the  judgment 
of  the  court  upon  Richard  Bennett,  Frederick  Old- 
field,  and  Thomas  Carlos.  John  Phillips,  who  was 
also  found  guilty  with  them,  did  not  appear  on  ac- 
count of  illness,  and  a  certificate  from  bis  physicians 
to  that  effect,  was  read  in  court. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  having  read  his  notes 
of  the  trial  which  took  place  at  the  last  sittings  for, 
Middlesex : — 

An  affidavit  in  mitigation,  on  the  part  of  Frederick 
Oldfield  was  read.  He  stated  that  he  withdrew  finom 
&II  concern  and  interest  in  the  house»  No.  75,  St. 
James*s-street,  in  June.  1821,  and  that  in  the  Sep*' 
tember  of  the  same  year  the  nuisance  was  abated* 
Since  that  period  he  had  embarked  his  capital  in 


trade^  ou  which  he  now  depended  for  the  siappoit^of 
his  family.  Ilevhad  a  wife  and  nine  children  depeur, 
dant  upon  hioii  who  would  be  reduced  to  povei:ty  if 
any  heavy  fine  should  be  inflicted  ;  and  he  was  »ub-i 
jfect  to  a  disease  in  his  head>  arising  from  a  deternii-. 
nation  of  blood  to  that  part,  which  protracted  imprison*j 
ment  would  dangerously  heighten;  Under  these  cirt.  • 
cumstances,  he  threw  hioieelf  upon  the  mercy  of  fhe/ 
court. 

r 

Bennett's  affidavit  set  forth  that  the  house  in  qiies^  * 
tion  was  shut  up  in  September  1831;  thatjbe^t^^n 
retired  with  his  family  to  the  New  Road,  where  te^ 
now  resided  ;  that  he  had  a  wife  and  seven  cnlUlf e% 
aind  was  in  indigent  circumstances;  and  that  he  was 
subject  to  periodical  attacks  of  the  gout,  which  would 
endanger  his  life  if  he  should  be  detained  long  in  pri-] 
3on. 

The  statements  of  Oldfield  and  Bennett  respecting 
their  health,  were  confirmed  by  the  affidavits  of  iheif 
medical  attendants. 

w 

Thomas  Carlos,  in  his  affidavit  of  mitigation^  de- 
posed, that*  he  had  a  wife  and  seven  children.  His 
wife  was  in  a  delicate  state  of  health,  and  he  believed 
any  severe  sentence  upen  him  would  produce  an  effect 
on  her  extremely  dangerous.  He  had  served  as  a 
lieutenant  in  his  majesty's  service  fof  nearly  thirty 
years,  and  had  been  employed  in  various  parts  of  the 
world,  particularly  in  the  West  Indies,  and  during 
the  rebellion  in  Ireland:  but  on  the  peace  he  was 
thrown  on  the  world  destitute  of  money  and  resources, 
and  at  the  present  moment  he  believed  the  whole  of 
his  property  was  barely  sufficient  to  pay  his  creditors. 
He  further  stated,  that  he  had  never  been  concerned 
in  a  house  of  this  description  befove,  nor  had  he  evef 
before  been  indicted.  He  concluded  by  throwing 
himself  upon  the  mercy  of  the  court. 

3  N 
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Mr.  WooDROFf  £,  Ibe  prosecutor,  putift  an  alEda* 
vit  ia  aggravation.  He  described  the  strong  fasten- 
ings wtucti  secured  the  approaches  to  the  rooms ;  the 
furniture  was  of  the  most  splendid  kind,  and  wines, 
spirits  and  refreshments  were  plentifully  supplied  free 
of  expense.  Some  of  the  visitors  every  ni^t  were  in 
a  state  of  intoxication,  and  hazarded  their  money 
while  in  that  condition.  On  one  occasion,  a  very 
young  man  was  playing  in  a  state  of  high  inebriation 
for  large  sums,  and  the  defendant  Phillips,  took  up 
bis  money,  as  if  be  had  lost  on  the  event,  whereas  be 
had  in  reality  won  ;  upon  this  Mr.  Woodrofie  remon- 
strated, and  Phillips  paid  the  young  man,  saying  that 
it  was  a  mistake,  which  they  could  rectify  without  the 
interference  of  a  stranger.  Play  i^*as  carried  on  in 
three  rooms  to  a  great  extent,  and  was  shared  by 
young  men  and  lads,  apparently  the  clerks  of  mer- 
chants  and  tradesmen.  Mr.  WoodroflTe  remembered 
one  of  them  stung  to  madness,  by  his  losses,  declaring 
that  the  money  he  had  lost,  was  the  property  of  his 
employers.  He  believed  the  defendants  had  been 
engaged  for  many  years  in  the  manaigemeat  of  gaming- 
houses,— ^that  they  had  **  branch  establishments*'  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  at  Brixton,  Bath,  Pres- 
ton Guild,  and  many  other  places — that  many  actions 
had  been  brought  against  them  for  money  won  at  play 
^-and  tiiat  Oldfieldand  Bennett  had  been  convicted 
on  one  indictment,  but  judgment  had  never  beea 
prayed  against  them. 

Mr.  CuRwooD  .here  interposed,  and  said  this 
oudit  not  to  be  stated,  as  it  was  only  on  belief. 

The  LoKD  Chief  Justice.  It  will  have  no 
effect  on  us;  whatever  a  party  in  such  an  affidavit 
states  on  mere  information  and  belief,  will  always  be 
entirely  futUe. 

The  affidavit  of  the  prosecutor  further  stated  that 
Oldfield  and  Bennett  were  possessed  of  enormous 
u  ealth,  and  lived  in  a  cosdy  style. 


IVCr^  CuRwooD  Addressed  l^e  Court  on  behalf  of 
Beonett  ^nd  Old^eld.  ThecWacter  of  the  prose* 
(Utor  w|is  disclosed  'by  tb^  affidavits  which  he  had 
put.  in,:  which  oaapifesM  a  savage  desire  to  pr$s9 
down  the  prisoners  with  p^igiavated  suflfenogs.  But 
he  was  sure  the  Court  would  divest  their  minds  from 
every  kind  of  prejudice,  which  those  affids^vits  might 
for  the  liioraent  have  created.  His  learned  friend 
(Mr.  Phillips)  had  eloquence  and  the  popular  feeling 
o^  his  side ;  be  h^d  topics  which  came  home  to  every 
heart ;  in  fact,  he  carried  the  whole  torrent  of  pobli^ 
indignation  against  his  unfortunate  clients.  He  (Mr. 
Curwood)  would  not  re [)eat  those  general  observations 
V'hich  he  had  urged  yesterday;  but  he  would  beg 
the  Court  to  remember  that  in  the  opinion  of  so'me^ 
gambling-houses  .w^re  not.  totally  without  defence,  for 
,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  private  ruin  was  not 
filways  unniixed  with  public  good,  and  some  pditical 
writers  pf  eminence  have  thought  that  mnch  bene6t 
was  conferred  upon  society,  by  tlie  breaking  up  of 
large  capitals,  which  could  only  be  effectually  dis- 
tributed at  the  gaming  table.  (Much  laughter.)  The 
learned  counsel  then  urged  the  bodily  infirmities  to* 
which  his  clients  were  subject,  and  expressed  his 
hope,  that  the  Court  would  remember,  that  to  these 
persons,  imprisonment  would  be  so  severe  while  it 
lasted,  that  they  might  reasonably  shorten  its  dura*- 
tion,  for  upon  them,  it  would  fall  with  accumiilated 
severity. 

Mr.  £.  La  WES  addressed  the  Court  on  the  part 
of  Thomas  Carlos.  The  Court  would  he  trusted  atr 
tend  to  his  expressions  of  contrition,  and  to  his  deter^ 
ipination  never  again  to  be  engaged  in  such  an  occu* 
pation.  ,  He  was  unfortunately  entrapped  into  an 
employment  which  he  now  sincerely  regretted ;  bat 
h&viQg.been  fpr  thirty  years  an  dficer  in  his  Majesty's 
service,  he  was,  perhaps,  from  his  situation  in.  life,  the 
«ore  liable  to  temptation ;  his  offence,  therefore^  was 
entitled  to  lenient  sentence. 
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fliffidairitof  the  prisonei* Carlos,  tbat-he-has  abandmed 
t)ie  coDcern,  or  that  thU  house  lias  been  abated.  - 1 
have,  looked  auxiously  into  tbe^affidavits,  and  to  see  if 
tbey  coEitained  any  statemepts  that  this  party  had  en* 
lirely  ceased  froai  his  occupation,  but  there  is  notbfi^ 
of  the  kind  in  any  of  them,  except  that  of  Rogier,  one 
of  the  defendants  who  was  before  us  yesterday. 

Mr.  C.  Ph7£lips  then  addressed  the  Court  in  ag* 
gradation,  as  follows : — 

I  should  -ill  repay  the  indulgence  which  I  experi- 
(snced  yesterday,  if  I  occupied  much  of  your  Lord- 
ships' time  upon  the  present  occasbn.  But  I  cannot 
refrain  from  reifiarking  upon  the  strange  exf^anation 
given  by  my  friend  (Mn  Lawes)  of  the  situation  of 
his  cUcHit.  He  says  that  he  was  in  his  Majestys 
service  thirty  years,  and  that  his  situation  qualified 
him,  as  it  were,  for  his  new  situf^tion  as  a  gaming- 
house keeper.  In  what  a  very  pleasant  condition 
would  the  country  be  placed,  if  in  case  we  ever 
went  to  "war  again,  that  on  the  return  of  peace  all  the 
<half*pay  officers  were  to  set  up  gambling-chouses,  a 
situation  for  which  (my  learned  friend  says)  ther  pre* 
vious  occupations  had  so  eminently  qualified  them ! 
.{A  laugh,)  There  has  been  a  remark  made  by  my 
friend,  Mr.  Curwood,  that  I  have  on  my  side  all  the 
popular  topics,  and  that  the  observations  which  have 
been  made  upon  the  conduct  of  the  defendants  cam6 
home  to  every  heart.  But  unfortunately  the  defend- 
ants formed  an  exception  to  this  rule,  for  although 
tbey  now  talked  of  the  feedings  of  their  families,  they 
have  evinced  all  their  lives  a  total  disregard  to  the 
feelingB  and  families  of  others.  There  is  one  more 
4x>pic  to  which  I  wish  to  allude,  I  mean  the  censure 
w)uch  has  been  cast  upon  the  prosecutor ;  the  Court 
has  had  a  specimen  pi  what  a  man  has  to  endure 
who  comes  into  Court  to  prosecute  persons  of  this 
description.     Every  topic  of  calumny  which  ingenuity 
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€Diiid  dev!se,  my  learned  friends  have  been  advised 
to  resort  to,  with  a  view  to  injure  ht$  character  and 
prospects  in  life.  Mr.  Woodroffe  is  a  very  young 
man ;  he  has  been  trepanned  into  a  line  of  conduct 
which  he  now  sincerely  regrets,  not  on  account  of 
any  losses  he  has  sustained,  for  if  he  had  consented 
to  have  foregone  this  prosecution  these  would  have 
been  repaid  ten-fold,  but  on  account  of  the  exposure 
of  his  character,  to  which,  by  a  sense  of  public  duty 
he  is  impelled,  in  calling  up  the  defendants  to  receive 
the  judgment  of  this  Court  upon  their  offences.  I 
will  detain  your  Lordships  no  longer  than  merely  to 
state  a  communication  which  I  have  just  received 
from  the  prosecutor;  he  states  that  he  has  made 
anxious  inquiries,  and  that  he  is  convinced  the  defend* 
ant  Rogier  has  entirely  ceased  to  be  connected  with 
the  trade  of  gaming-houses ;  but  not  so  the  odier 
defendants,  as  might  be  inferred  by  their  affidavits 
being  silent  on  that  part  of  the  subject. 

The  Court  having  conferred  together  for  a  con* 
siderable  time, 

Mr.  Justice  Bailey  addressed  the  prisoners  as 
follows : — Charles  Edward  Rogier,  William  Southwell 
Humphries,  Richard  Bennett,  Frederick  Oldfield^ 
and  Thomas  Carlos,  you  appear  here  to  receive 
the  sentence  of  the  Court.  lou  have  been  found 
guilty  upon  indictments  preferred  against  you  for 
keeping  common  ^ming-houses.  Much  has  been 
said  by  counsel,  and  stated  in  affidavits,  respect- 
ing the  motives  of  the  prosecutors;  but  this 
Court  looks  at  the  offisnce  of  which  you  have 
been  convicted,  without  paying  any  regard  to  the 
motives  of  those  by  whom  you  nave  been  brought  to 
justice.  Nor  can  it  fail  to  remark  that  whatever 
may  be  the  motive  of  the  prosecutor,  when  a  maa 
brings  forward  into  a  Court  of  Justice,  a  public  de* 
linquent,  he  is  a  great  well-doer  to  the  public ;  and 
*  for  this  reason  tM*Court  did  not  think  themselves 
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bound  to  examine  the  motives  of  tbe  prosecntpn^ 
The  offence  is  one  of  a  Very  high'  n^ure,  and  fi^Hly 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  tfie  pubHcI  Houses  of 
this  tiescription  bring  ruin  not  only  upon  t|tQ^&^- 
viduals  actually  engaged  in  gauiing»  but  upon  tli^ 
&miiies  and  connexions — blast  their  prospectf,  ana 
too  frequently  produce  irretrievable  ruin.  You  were 
charged  with  keeping  common  gatning-houses,  an^  it 
was  urged  yesterday  by  your  counsel  that  keeping  a 
eocomon  gaming  house  was  not  an  offence  at  commdll^ 
law ;  but  if  your  counsel  had  inquired  more  minutefy 
Into  the  law  of  the  case,  he  would  have  found,  that,' 
Inwards  of  a  century  ago,  keeping  a  common  gamink- 
bouse  was  held  to  be  an  offence  at  common  law  It 
16  also  sworn  in  the  affidavit  of  Rogieri  that  the  £ame 
of  Rouge  et  Noir  is  not  an  unlawful  game.  Ttie 
Courtis  not  called  upon  to  give  any  oplmonupoi 
that  pointy  because  you  are  not  charged  with  playipjg 
at  Rouge  et  JVoir,  and  thereby  committing  ah  bffenc^ ; 
but  you  are  charged  with  keeping  common  gamin^- 
bousea,  and-  playing  for  larg^  sums  at'the  g&tne  'pi 
R&uge^  et  Ncir.  A  common  gaming-house  is'  d  ndi- 
sance  of  the*  worst  description.  It  has  a  tettdehcy 
to  make  persons  lose  not  only  the  property  belonging 
to  themselves  and  their  families>  but  in  iiiany  instances 
it  holds  out  a  temptation  to  persons  intrusterf  whb '^tfe 
property  of  others,  to  hazard  that  property.  You 
have  submitted  to  tlie  Court  that  this  ivas  not  un- 
lawful gaming ;  but  it  is  quite  clear  that  you  did  not 
feel  that  you  were  acting  legally.  The  mariner  in 
which  the  houses  were  conducted  proved  what  your 
conviction  Mas.  The  doors  were  secured,  and  ad- 
mittance refused  to  the  officers  of  justice.  Why.wai 
.  this  extraordinary  course  resorted  to,  unless  ypu;,b^d 
a  consciousness  of  extraordinary  danger?  If  bad 
practices  were*  not  going  on,  why  should  you  liave 
been  anxious  to  keep  out  strangers?  It  appears  t&ai 
there  were  refreshments,  foreign  wines  and  Spirits^ 
provided  gratis  for  the  persons  engaged  at  p)ay  ;  ana 


tVt  gambler's  SCOURGfi*  468 

ii  aliio  appears  that  thpse  persons  were  ib  many  ta« 
Staxuxsi  lotoxicated,  wl:dbt  youi  the  keepers  of  .these 
haaseSy  were  iDvariably  sober.     It  has  i>eea  stated  in 
Ae  affidavits  pot  in  on  the  part  of  the  prosecutors, 
Aat  Rogier  had  said  lie  bad  large  funds,  out  of  which 
would  be  advanced  the  sums  necessary  for  paying  any 
pecuniary  fines  which  might  be  imposed  by  the  Uourt, 
and  for  defending  alt  prosecutions ;  and  in  the  affi-» 
davit  of  Rogier  that  is  not  denied.     It  has  been  urged 
6n  belialf  of  Bennett  and  Oldfield,  that  their  impri- 
sonment  would   bring  extreme  distress  upon   their 
wives  and  children.    The  Court  cannot  avoid  feeling 
that  these  defendants  having   wives  and  children^ 
should  have  been  securities  for  the  wives  and  children 
of  others,  who  frequented  these  houses,    many  of 
whom  doubtless  have  been  involved  in  unutterable 
ruin.    The  Court  has  attended  to  that  part  of  the 
affidavits  in  which  it  is  stated  that  a  heavy  imprison* 
ment  might  prove  ftital  to  two  of  the  defendants ;  and 
the  Court  has  also  attended  to  die  affidavit  of  Rogier; 
whic^i  states,  that  he  has  not,  during  a  considerable 
time  past,  ^  been  engaged  in  gaming,  and  that  he  is 
not  now  engaged  in  any  gaming  practices ;  but  the 
Court  b  sorry  to  observe  that  no  such  declaration  is 
inade  in  the  affidavits  of  any  of  the  other  defendants. 
The  Court,  therefore,  taking  all  the  circumstances  of 
(be  case  into  consideration,  and  feeling  that  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty  they  owe  it  to  the  pubfic  to  put 
down  such  practices,  doth  order  and  adjudge. 

That  you,  Charles  Edward  Rooier,  do  pay 
to  the  King  a  fine  of  5000/.,  and  be  imprisoned  in 
his  Majesty*s  House  of  Correction,  Cold  Bath-fields, 
for  ihe  term  of  twelve  calendar  months. 

That  you,  Williah  Southwell  Humphries, 
do  pay  to  the  King  a  fine  of  SOO/.,  and  be  imprisoned 
in  the  same  prison  for  the  term  of  t%vo  years. 

That  vou,  Fhederick  Oldfibld,  do  pay  to  the 
Ring  a  nne  of  1000/.,  and  be  imprisoned  m  the  pri* 
son  of  thb  Court  for  one  year. 
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That  vou^  Richard  Bsnnbtt,  do  pay  to  ibq^ 
King  a  fine  of  lOOO/o  and:  be  imprisooed  in  the  same; 
]msoa  for  on^  year. 

'  That  you,  Thomas  Carlos*  do  pay  to  the  Kio^ 
a  fine  of  500/.,  and  be  imprisoned  in  bis  Majes^> 
House  of  Correction,  Cold  Bath-fields,  for  the  terai. 
of  eighteen  calendar  months. 

That  each  of  you,  at  the  expiration  of  yout  several 
periods  of  itnprisontneutt  do  enter  into  recognizeuaceft^ 
tor  your  good  behaviour  for  five  years^  youi^ves  ia 
fiOOO/.  each>  and  two  sufficient  sureties  in  1000/.. 
each ;  and  forther,  that  you  be  imprisoQed  in  the  sajiA 
prisons  until  such  fines  be  paid,  aiid  such  recogpiaaQcea 
entered  into. 

Mr,  Justice  Bay  ley  farther  observed^  that  in  tfaia 
instance  the  Court  did  not»  under  the  provisions  of  % 
late  act  of  parliament^  feel  themsdlves  bound  to  ordei^ 
that  the  defendants  -during  their  several  penods  of  im- 
prisonment should  be  kept  to*  HARD  LABOUR* 
because  the  offences  of  which  they  had  been  found 
guilty  were  committed  prior  to;tlie  passing  of  tha( 
act  of  parliament.  Let  it,  however,  be  understood^ 
that  the  Court  would  in  future  punish  with  hard  labour 
persons  convicted  of  o&noes  similar  to  those  for  which 
the  defendants  had  received  >  the  judgnieot  of  the 
Court. 

The  defendants  were  then  td^en  out  of  Court  in 
the  custody  of  the  tipstaff. 


Sentence  on  Oldpield  and  Bennett. 

m 

On  the  motion  of  the  Attorney-General*  these  de^ 
fendants  having  been  remanded  from  the  preceding 
term,  were  brought  up  to  rjeceive  the  judgmetit  of  tba 
Court  on  three  several  indictments,  charing  them 
with  keeping  common  gaming-  houses  at*  No.  76,  St. 
JamesVstrcet,  No.  71 1  PalT-mall,  and  No.  6^  PaHr 
maH,  respectively.     There  was  a  fourth  Mictment 
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against  Oldfielii  for  keeping  a  common  gamjng-house 
in  Buiy^^street,  St.  James's,  in  the  year  1817.  In 
one  of  these  instances,  the  record  of  conviction  having 
beenr  clandestinely  taken  away  from  the  Court,  the 
Attorne^General  obtained  leave  to  make  up  a  fresh 
poMda,  upon  M'bich  he  prayed  judgment  on  the  de« 
fendants. 

Both  defendants  were  brought  up  from  the  King's 
Bench  Priison,  where  tliey  were  confined,  in  executiort 
of  a  prevtoas  sentence  for  a  similar  offence,  whereby 
they  had  been  adjudged  to  pay  a  fine  of  1000/. 
each,  and  to  be  confined  for  twelve  months. 

When  the  defendants  were  before  brought  up,  they 
obtained  leave  to  answer  certain  matters  stated  in  the 
affidavit  of  the  prosecutor,  importing,  first,  that  they 
still  had  an  interest  in  otlier  gaming-houses  at  the 
we^t-end  of  the  town ;  and  second,  that  since  thdr 
confinement  they  had  carried  on  their  illicit  practices, 
and  had  opened  a  common  gaming-room  in  the  King's 
Bench  Prison.'  The  prosecutors  in  the  other  casea 
w^er-e  persons  named  Richard,  Carlos  and  Williani 
Smith  respectively. 

The  defendants  now  put  in  afiidavits,  in  which  they 
severally  denied  in  the  most  solemn  manner-^first, 
tliat  since  these  prosecutions  had  commenced-  tiiey 
had  any  thing  to^  do,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  wi^ 
any  gammg-house  whatever ;  and,  secondly,  that  they 
had  opened  any  gaming-room,  or  had  any  thing  to  dd 
with  gaming  since  their  confinement  in  the  King's 
Bench  Prison,  They  stated,  that  the  assertions  thus 
made  by  the  prosecutor,  arose  from  malicious  motives, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  prejudice  against  them 
in  the  minds  of  the  Court.  The  affidavits  further' 
stated  that  the  prosecutor,  at  the  period  when  he  fire* 
quented  their  houses,  was  a  person  in  indigent  circum- 
stances, and  had  not  the  money  to  lose  which  he 
asserted  he  had  lost. 

Both  represented  themselves  to  be  men  with 
large  families,  wholly  depending  on  them  for  support; 

3o 
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that  diese  prosecutione  had  wholly  rained  them,  aad 
that  they  were  both  m  an  ill  state  of  health.  The 
defendant  Oldfield  stated  that  §ioce  he  was  first 
ioKticted,  he  had  cpminenced  the  business  of  a  mine 
merchant^  and  ivas  now  endeavouriog,  by  honest 
industry,  to  obtain  an  honourable  livelibpod  for  hintisdf 
and  numerons  fiunily  of  young  children  ;  and  tliat  his 
^sineBs,  which  required  his  pecsonal  superinteadeaoe, 
would  lie  mined,  if  be  was  subjec^l  to  furthar 
io]|>risonn]eot.  He  .further  stated  diat,  from  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  been  brought  ap  in  iolancy, 
be  was  not  aware  of  the  pernicious  tendency  of  the 
crime  of  which  he  had  been  convicted.  Other  affi- 
davits were  put  in  by  01dfield»  irom  respectable  wine 
merchants^  confirming  the  statennent  that  he  was 
earrying  on  the  business  of  a  wine  merehant  in  a 
creditable  way. 

In  one  of  the  cases  against  the  defendants,  a  verdict 
of  guilty  was  recorded  by  consent,  and  in  anether  they 
bad  suffered  judgment  to  go  by  default. 

Affidavits  were  also  jmt  in  on  the  part  of  the 
prosecution* 

Mr:  Adolphub  addressed  the  Court  on  behalf  of 
the  defendoats,  in  mitigation  of  pumehmeot,  and 
urged,  that  although  the  Court  IhmI  a  public  duty  to 
discharge,  'yet  it  was  impossible  to  be  blind  to  the 
molives  of  the  persons  by  whom  tlie  praseoitioiis 
were  iastitvted.  These  prosecutions  were  luiuenQed^ 
no  dofbt,  by  selfish  and  vindictive  fediags,  and  not 
from  apy  fQ|^rd  to  public  morals.  The  defendants 
were  already  safforiag  uader  a  very  heavy  sentence ; 
and  the  Co^rt  would  recollect,  that  tlie  oSenees  ior 
which  they  wefe  now  to  receive  jadgoMut,  weie  not 
committe^i  wcie  that  for  which  tliey  were  at  piescfit 
in  confinement.  All  that  public  example  could  eftct 
by  these  prosecutions,  had  already  been  attained,  and 
any  further  punishment  would  only  crush  the  defend* 
ants,  who  were  ab-eady  bowed  down  in  health  and 
worldly  means  by  the  sentence  they  were  now  suffer- 
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ing,  and  drive  them  again  to  unlawful  pursuits  to  gain 
a  livelihood* 

The  Attorney-Gen£ral»  Mr.  GurneV^  and 
Mr^  RoTou,  sevjerally  addrMs^  the  Court  'm  ead)  pf 
the  cases  in  aggravation  of  puniahanent,  a^d  ui^td  the 
necessity  of  punishing  with  severity  an  ofience^q  dM|« 
geroiis  to  sbdeiy .  The  defen4atta  compbioed  pf  loss 
^  health,  of  rma  in  their  affaiits,  ao^  uiged  tli^s^  48 
topics  of  mitigfttion ;  but  it  waa  not  to  b^  fprgpttop 
liuLttiMae  i?ere  tlie  inevitftble  cposequwces  of  «t)i^ 
Jawlesa  tttes.  By  tJieir  means  the  yoRtb  pf  tbe 
•Munlry  had  been  entcappod  by  hundreds  itom  lim 
paths  of  vktue  and  bronjghtto  mio«  by  indulging  inn 
vice  the  most  destructive  to  tke  morals  of  isocieQ;* 
Nothing  was  more  diffiaiU  than  lo  bring  such  p^jrscHiS 
to  justice,  and  it -was  tbw*  to^den  duty  to  visit  thie 
oflbnce  with  the  utmost  aairarity,  in  fit  and  pixsper 
^easea.  This  was  a  case  of  dial  description^  and  ihe 
Court  could  not  but  mark  its  soose  of  the  crioae  im* 
puted  to  the  defisodants,  by  n  seotence  which  woviki 
check  the  vicious  career  of  pejrsons  foUowing  tiieir 
profligate  habite  of  life* 

Mr.  Jostioe  Bay  ley,  in  an  impressive  addjress  to 
the  defendantSy  pronounced  thejudgmentaf  the  Coark« 
la  one  of  the  cases  the  Court  forboie  passing  any 
jsentencei  in  as  much  as  the  offisnce  alleged  wW'Con)- 
-vutted  within  a  few  days  after  that  £^r  which  tb^ 
were  now  sufieiiiig* 

For  the  4)ffeace  of  wbich  Oldfield  had  bc^n  alooe 
eomnctedy  the  sentence  was  tbajt  he  should  pay  a  fioe 
of  500/.  For  the.  next  offence  of  which  ttey  liail 
been  both  convicted,  Oldfield  was  sentenced  to  pay  n 
fine  of  1500/.,  and  Bennett  a  fine  of  2000/. ;  and  far 
tb^  third  they  were  sentenced  to  pay  each  a  furUnor 
fine  of  1  500/m  and  each  to  g^ve  security  for  his  good 
beha(viour  for  five  years,  themselves  in  10,000/.  and 
two  sureties  in  SOOO/.  each,  and  be  imprisoned  until 
the  fines  were  paid,  and  the  securities  found. 

3o2 
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JUDGMENT  on  JOHN  FIELDER. 

Tm  Attorvey  General  moved  for  judgment 
upon  JoIhi  Fielder;  convicted  of  keepiog  an  vnlafrful 
gaming-hoase. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said,  diattUs  case  had 

bean  tried  before  biin.     It  was  an  indictment  against 

the  defendant  for  keq>ing  an  unlawful  gaming*hotisd. 

'  Hie  first  count  setting  fordi  that  the  said  hoase  was 

situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  James,  Westminster,  but 

the  evidence  proving  the  parish  to  be  differently  stlu- 

•aled,  the  defendant  was  acquitted  upon  the  first  count 

•and  afterwards  convicted  on  the  second  count,  which 

Hierely  charged  him  with  keeping  and  maintaifliog 

such  a  house,  not  describing  its  parochial -scite.     An 

arrest  of  judgment  was  moved  foi*  tlie  latter  oolission, 

and  the  question  now  was,  was  the  second  count  suf- 

*  ficiently  laid,  without  the  parochial  nomination,  so  as 

to  maiRtain  tiie  conviction  had  thereupon? 

The  ArroRHET  General  was  heard  hi  sopport  <of 
the  conviction.  He  said  he  was  aware  of  the  dictuqi 
of  Mr.  Justice  Buller,  that  a  precise  local  descmpticm 
•of  the  place,  where  the  ofifence  was  alleged  to  have 
been  committed,  ought  to  be  given,  but  he  i^aa  also 
prepared  to  contend,  that  iipoo  the  fair' analogy  of 
other  cases,  it  was  unnecessary  to  insert  in- the  indiel* 
ment  the  local  sitaation  of  the  house  where  the  gaming 
was  carried  on,  provided  that  house  was  witiito  the 
town.  Was  it  imperative^  he  Would  ask,  in  proseeo- 
tions  for  keeping  a  brothel,  that  the  exact- loMli^ 
should  be  expressed?  It  was  quite  clear  that  the 
•pkce  iDust  be  specifically  described  in  an  action  for 
trespass ;  so  again  it  must  in  charges  for  stealing  in  a 
dwelling-house  under  the  value  of  40^. 

Mr.  Little  dale  said,  that  he  was  with  the  Attor- 
ney-General in  support  of  the  conviction.  In  all 
these^  cases,  where  the  local  description  was  neces- 
sary, it  was  on  account  of  tlie  infringement  upon  the 
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rights  of  things.  He  was  prepared  to  contend,  that 
the  longer  description  was  no  more  a  necessary  ingre- 
dient in  indictments  than  in  civil  actions ;  and  then, 
.for  .the  reason  he  had  already  given,  namely,  the  in* 
fringement  upon  tilings.  In  charges  of  assanit,  of 
murder,  libels,  ^c.  the  same  rule  held. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley:  But  those  are  transitory 
offences,  which,  may  happen  any  where.  The  ques- 
tion.hereis, — ^is  this. alleged  to  be  a  local  offence^ 
<wbicb  requires  a  local  habitation?  The  charge  is  for 
keeping  a  common  gaming  '^  room/"  not,  I  believe^  a 
house.  ... 

The. Lord  Chief  Justice.  The  defendant  can* 
not  have  judgment,  unless  you  satisfy  the  court  upon 
these  two  points.  First,  would  the  indictment  be 
good,  without  the  statement  of  the  place;  and  is.it 
|iot  a  fact»  that  this  indictment  does  not  contain  such 
statement  ? 

.  Mr.  LiTTUSDALB  insisted  that  tha  rule  of  law  was, 
that  the  specific  description  of  place  was  not  necessary, 
until  they  came  to  a  local  action-.  The  qaestion  at 
present  was,  was  this  the  kind  of'bcal  action  that  re- 
-quired  such  adesci^iptionr  Was  it  necessary^  afta* 
proof  of  the  ganriing  in  a  certain  room^  to  describe  the 
actual  locality  of  the  place  ? 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Is  there  notasodiar 
iiMficlaient  against  the  same  p6r8on,.which  is  free  from 
aU  objeotiooi  and  on  which  be  has  been  found  guilty ! 
Why  not  proceed  to  judgment  upon  that,  and  wave 
the  present  argument? 

*  Mr.  Adolfhus,  who  was  for  the  defendant,  ad- 
mitted that  there  was  another  indictment,  but  he  sub- 
mitted whether  it  ought  now  to  be  passed,  after  re* 
maining  inoperative  so  long  as  seven  years  ! 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley.  But  whose  fault  was  it 
that  it  rested  so  long  ? 

Mr.  Adolphus  replied,  that  it  was  difficult  to  say 
where  the  fault  lay,  there  had  been  90  much  corrup- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  prosecutors. 
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Mr«  LiTTL£BAL£  resttmed  his  Bfgoi»uit»  «nd  was 
iotemipted  by — ^Mr«  Justice  Best,  who  said»  '^  Sap- 
|K«e  the  indklBieDt  had  been  to  cause  divers  people 
to  ooiBe  together,  and  game  and  pta j,  without  oamiiig 
any  room,  or  aoy  house ;  ^ould  that  be  an  indictable 
offence? 

Mr.  Littkdale  replied,  that  an  indtctment  mifjtU  be 
s»  framed,  as.  to  embrace  sach  a  case.  Gaming  paiv 
tiea  carried  on  in  the  open  air  at  fairs^  by 
flsovii^  about  with  £  O  tables,  and  such  tUi^ 
pomshable. 

Mr.  Raine  said,  that  the  offence  was  not  io  Ae 
local  description,  biit  in  the  gamiag.  That  practice 
augbt  kie  carried  on  in  a  room,  which  was  so  a»- 
strucled  as  to  be  moveable.  That  was»  he  unfexv 
atood»  now  eommoniy  practised,  and  was  it  necessary 
to  follow  the  same  parties  with  successive  indictmeati^ 
while  they  moved  from  parish  to  parish  ? 

Mn  AD01.PHUS  was  then  heard  for  the  defendant, 
ill  arrest  of  judgment ;  and  he  contended  diat  the 
local  descriptioa  was  an  essential  and  indispensable 
ingredient,  which  oould  not  be  omitted.  These  was 
tiie  precedent  of  Mr«  Justice  Bulbr's  opinioD^  in  &► 
TOur  of  his  view  of  the  case. 

Mr.  CaiTTY  supported  the  motion  in  anest  of 
judgment. 

Aftar  some  fiiriker  ai^ments^  which  coossBtod  ef 
mutual  repetitions  of  what  had  been  already  said  bj 
the  coonsei,  on  the  sobject  of  dtt  anest  of  judg- 
ment. 

The  Loan  Chief  Justice  said,  ^^  We  shaU  take 
time  to  consider  the  objection.  Move,  Mr.  Attorney 
General,  upon  the  other  indictaoeot." 

The  Attornby  General:  Then,  My  Lord,  I 
move  the  judgment  of  the  Court  upon  the  same  de* 
feodant  for  a  former  conviction. 

Mr.  Justice  Baylet  read  his  notes  of  the  triaL 
The  indictment  was  brought  in  the  £aster  Term  of 
the  57th  year  of  the  late  king  (1817).     It  chargedl 
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the  defendant  with  causing  divers  persons  to  assemble 
on  tlie  2dth  March  of  the  same  year,  at  a  certaia 
eomaion  gaming-heuse,  for  the  purpose  of  playing  di- 
laecs  unlawful  games,  called  UaEBt^,  Roogs  et  Noir, 

The  evidence  consisted  of  proof  that  Fielder  offi- 
ciated as  a  partner  at  the  house,  No.  9,  Benaet*  - 
staeety  St.  James's-stveet,  aad  that  upon  a  oomputa- 
tioa,  ten  dioinand  pounds  used  to  be  staked  at  phy 
every  cigfaL  The.plaoe  used  to  be  crowded,  partio&x 
larly  on  opena  nights,  and  men  of  rank  as  well  as  idle 
young  men  about  the  town,  were  in  the  habit  of  play- 
ing at  a  variety  of  unlawful  games. 

Mr.  Abolph  us  said  thaA  be  was  reaUy  unprepared 
at  tbe  moment  to  state  the  objections  which  he  bad  to 
Ibis  eoBidction,  as  seven  years  had  elapsed  sinoe  it  look 
pteee. 

.  After  some  cowrersation  between  the  Qonrt  andibe 
Attomey^General,  judgmeot  upon  fielder  was  post- 
poned to  ^hw  Mr.  Ado^hus  timeto  ODoaider  the  case* 
The  defi^dant  to  stand  committed  to  the  Kn^'s 
Bench  Prison  in  the  mean  time. 

On  the  appointed  day,  the  Attorney  Genmsl  psayed 
tile  judgment  of  the  Court  upon  Fielder. 

On  the  part  of  tbe  detedant  i^davits  .of  medkaL 
men  were  read,  which  stated  that  bis  health  was  so 
much  impaired  as  to  render  epe«*eise  aad  frequent 
change  of  air  peculiarly  requisite.  Mr.  Adolphus 
addressed  tlie  Court  in  mitigation  of  punishment. 

The  Attorney  General,  for  the  prosecution, 
observed,  that  no  doubt  could  exist  that  the  defendant 
had,  by^  collusion  with  the  prosecutor,  deferred  sen- 
tence till  the  present  period.  It  appeared  also  that 
by  his  owh  affidavit,  that  after  the  first  prosecu- 
tion, he  continued  for  five  years  to  carry  on  the  same 
lucrative  but  most  mischievous  trade  until  he  was  a  se- 
cond time  convicted.  He  did  not  ask  for  a  severer 
punishment  than  the  circumstances  warranted,  but 
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ibr  sach  a  sentence  as  would  check  a  practice  pro- 
ductive of  much  misery. 

The  defendant  b^fz;^,  as  allusions  had  beai  made 
to  the  second  conviction,  that  an  affidavit  of  himself 
and  a  man  named  Cousins  might  be  read,  from  which 
it  would  appear  that  he  was  entirely-  innocent  d[  the 
charge. 

The  LoBD  Chief  Justice  replied,  that  a  com* 
pliance  with  this  request  was  not  agreeable  to  the 
practice  of  the  Court,  nor  was  it  necessary  to  the 
interests  of  the  defendant,  as  nothing  could  be  consi* 
dered  but  the  prosecution  now  before  the  Court. 

The  Judges  consulted  for  some  time,  after  which, 
Mr.  Justice  Bayley  proceeded  to  pass  s^iitence,  whichi 
after  expatiating  on  the  evils  of  gaming,  and  on  the 
probable  means  adopted  by  the  defendant  to  avert  the 
consequences  of  his  conviction,  be  declared  to  be,  that 
he  should  be  imprisoned  in  Newgate  for  one  mouthy 
pay  a  fine  of  Three  Thousand  Pounds,  and  iind  secu- 
rity for  good  behaviour  for  five  years,  himself  in  Five 
Thousand  pounds,  and  two  sureties  in  Two  Thousand 
Pounds  each. 

Thid  sentence  is  on  the  conviction  which  took  place 
in '18 17;  the  subsequent  conviciion  being  stHl  un* 
decided  on  the  point  of  law,  and  the  defendant  of 
course  liable  to  be  brought  up  for  judgment  whenever 
that  point  shall  be  decided. 
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DESTINY  OP  JOSHSPH  HUNT. 

lIuHT,  as  our  readers  will  recollect^  was  sentenced  to 
death  at  the  same  time  as  ThnrtolU  but  no  day  was 
named  on  which  the  sentenee  was  to  -be  earned  into 
efieetk  The  general  impression  was  that  fStte  sen^ 
tence  of  death  would  ultimately  be  commoted  td 
traqipoHation  for  life.;  but  no  official  intimation  of 
anjT:  sHdi  intention  waa  at  that  time  fpiven,  unless  the 
Bfltination  of  the  J«idge,  lliat  the  reasons  urged  by 
Hunt  against  his  reoeivin^  sentenee,  might  be  made 
llie  grooiid  of  appKeation  to  die  sovereign  forinercy, 
ean  be  midersteod  as  conveying  sudi  intioKitton. 

The  High-Sheriff  of  Hertford^  in  the  regular  ooursa 
of.  his  duty,  had.  named  a  day,  upon  the  principle 
«eted  upon  on  snch  occaskms,  wfftin  fowtaen  days 
from  the  day  of  sentence;,  on  wUcb  the  execution 
should,  take  place,  unless  the  eotiiae  of  justieeshotdd 
lie  arrested  by  theinterveatioti  of  .the  Royal  merey. 
•  .  Iktting  ttns  period^  and  under  the  ^xpeetation  of 
bemg  ca^ed  out  to  mriergo  the  awfiai  sei^ence  of  the 
law,  Host  remained  in  the  most  distressed  and  discon* 
solate  state  imaginable.  The  daf  inaiiy  fixed  fbr 
the  execobion  appeoaehed,  and  no  m^ite  having  ar- 
rived, the  Sheriff  repaired  to  London,  to  inqnire  at 
the  Secretary  of  State's  Offiee  what  determination 
had  taken  place  as  to  the  fate  of  Hunt,  when  he  was 
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informed  that  a  respite  of  the  execution  for  one  week 
had  that  day  been  forwarded  to  Hertford. 

This  respite  was  in  a  few  days  after  followed  by 
a  commutation  of  the  sentence  of  death,  to  trans- 
portation for  life,  on  condition  that  tiie  convict 
should  fully  and  truly  disclose  all  he  knew  of  the  se- 
4rrets  and  intended  crimes  of  bis  late  associates ;  a 
condition  which  was  gladly  accepted,  and  his  con- 
fessions, such  as  they  were,  lodged  in  the  Secretary 
of  SUte  8  Office. 

On  the  appointed  day  Hunt  was  conveyed  in  a 
post-chaise  from  Hertford  to  Woolwich,  and  deK- 
vered  into  the  charge  of  the  Superintendent  of  Con- 
victs at  til  at  station.  He  w«ns  afterwards,  prepara- 
tory to  his  being  sent  on  his  final  destination,  taken 
«on  board  the  Justitia  receiving  hulk,  where  he  was 
received  with  a  mixture  of  cariosity  and  contempt  by 
the  assembled  convicts. 

Immediately  on  his  arrival  on  board  Ae  hulk,  he 
was  stripped,  and  placed  in  a  large  tub,  foi-  the  pur- 
pose of  being  \velNwashed  and  cleansed,  a  costont 
universally  practised  on  these  occasions;  The  tepefy 
mony  gave  him  the  greatest  Surprise  and  oneasiness; 
which  were^  by  no  means  diminished  when  the  ope- 
rators proceeded  to  shave  his  head«  and  fhiis  deprive 
him  of  the  fine  flowing  locks  and  curling  whiskers 
opon  whidi  be  had  been  wont  so  greatly  to  pride' him- 
sdf.  But  when,  in  addition  to  all  these  markff  ci  do* 
gradation,  he  was  refused  permission  to  dresst  himMiE 
in  his  own  clothes,  instead  of  which  the  coirse  eoa- 
Vict  uniform  was  given  him,  with  the  uAual  iaiecdm- 
paniment  of  a  coarse  woollen  cap,  h^  seemed  totally 
overpowered  by  the  sense  of  his  ittoation,  and'  quite 
Iw^ken  down  in  heart  and  spirits. 

Any  confessions  which  he  niay  have  made  m  com* 
pliance  with  the  comlitions'  on  which  the  pardon  was 
granted,  will  not  of  course  meet  th6  public  eye.  Biift 
after  it  had  been  determined  to  accept  of  Probert  as 
a  witness  for  tlie  Crown^  and  to  put  Hunt  on  his  trial 
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on  tlie  capital  charge,  he.  made  a  confession  to  his 
Solicitor,  wiiicQ  nas  since  qeen  puoiisaea,  and  U 
altogether  so  replete  with  interest,  and  so  strongly 
iUustrative  of  the  principles  and  actions  of  his  late 
colleagues,  that  we  here  insert  it  at  length. 


HUNT  S  CONFESSION  PREVIOUS  Xa  HIS 

TRIAL. 

•  r 

•  \ 

%  • 

As  the  issue  of  the  present  prosecution  is  extremely 
uncertain*  and  as  the  consequences  to  me  are  very 
likely  to  terminate  fatally,  I  feel  it  a  duty  which  I 
owe  to  society  to  make  a  full  and  true  confession  of 
all  the  circumstances  attending  the  melancholy  deatli 
of  Mr.  Weare,  and  also  of  my  ^acquaintance  with, 
and  knowledge  of,  the  parties  implicated  in  his  mur^ 
der.  I  am  anxious  to  perform  tliis  duty  previous  to 
th^c  termination  of  the  trial,  in  order  that  if  I  should 
be  doomed  to  suffer,  my  mind  after  conviction,  may 
be  composed,  and  that  I  may  not  be  interrupted  by 
any  importunity  or  applications  for  confessions,  or 
ether  worldly  considerations,  but  that  I  may  be  abl^ 
to  employ  the  whole  time  allowed  me  in  this  world  ta 
my  devotions,  and  my  endeavours  to  make  atonement 
to  the  Almiglity  for  my  crime.  I  do,  therefore,  now 
make  ttiis  true  and  honest  confession,  and  desire. tliat 
|t  may  be  considered  as  my  solemn  dying  declaration. 
About  three  years  ago,  when  I  kept  the  Army  and 
Navy  CofTee-HoOse,  in  St.  Martin's-lane,  I  first  be- 
came acquainted  with  William  Probert;  I  had  seea 
him  before  in  company  with  Mr,  Noyes,  his  brother- 
Jn-law,  at  the  house  of  my  wife's  sister,  Mrs.  Moun- 
tain ;  Jbut  I  did  not  then  know  who  he  was.  While 
I  was  keeping  the  Army  and  Navy  Coffee-House, 
Mr.  Noyes  called  on  me  several  times  to  solicit  my 
custom  for  wine,  and  I  was  at  last  induced  to  give 
him  an  order  for  Port  and  Sherry  to  the  amount  of 
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ten  or  twelve  poonds.  A  few  days  after  this  order 
was  executed,  Noyes  turoiight  Probert  to  my  house, 
wd  introduced  him  to  me  as  his  wife^s  brother.  Af* 
"^  tet  being  three  moiltbs  in  business,  I  found  the  house 
did  not  answer  my  expectations ;  the  rent  and  taxes 
were  so  high,  that  I  was  unable  to  pay  my  way,  and  . 
keep  up  my  credit ;  and  besides,  I  had  ^^en  a  War- 
rant of  Attorney  to  Ricbtfd  Thomas,  firom  whom  I 
had  taken  the  house,  for  nearly  eight  hundred  pounds, 
to  be  paid  by  monthly  instalments.  These  pay  marts 
not  being  kept  up,  the  Warrant  of  Attorney  was  pot 
in  force,  and  I  was  obliged  to  surrender  to  the  Fleet- 

Srison,  where  I  was  confined  for  seven  months,  am) 
len  took  the  benefit  of  the  Insolvent  Act 
When  I  got  my  liberty,  I  went  to  reside  at  Pad- 
dington,  near  my  mother's,  and  on  the  scanty  assist^ 
anqe  she  could  affbrd  me  I  was  obliged  to  depend  for 
my  subsistence.     About  six  months  after  this,  I  re*  i 

moved  to  Lambeth,  and  set  up  the  business  of  ^ 
blacking-maker ;  and  while  there  I  frequented  a  pub^ 
Uc-house  near  tiie  Horse  Guards,  called  the  Snttling 
Rouse,  kept  by  one  Mr.  Childs,  where  I  often  met 
with  William  Probert  and  Thomas  Noyes.  Probert 
always  treated  me  with  great  kmdness,  and  osedtp 
observe  how  happy  he  should  be  if  I  could  agasa 
get  into  tlie  public  line,  so  tliat  he  could  a&rd  »e 
iome  assistance. 

On  the  day  that  Thomas  Thurtell's  trial  took  piace 
against  the  Fire  Office,  I  called  by  chance  at  Use 
sign  of  the  Mitre  and  Dove,  the.,  eomer  of  Kmgr 
street,  Westminster,  kept  by  William  Hall,  whnm  I 
well  knew ;  while  I  was  there  a  gentleman,  who  said 
his  name  was  Leach,  entered  into  conversation  with 
me,  and  said  that,  altiiough  he  was  unknown  to:me,  he 
had  often  been  in  my  company  and  heard  me  aing  a 
very  excellent  song.  During  our  conversiation,  a 
Mr.  Ensor,  whom  fhad  seen  at  Mr.  Bent's,  a  pub- 
:'  lican,  at  Stangate,  one  of  whose  daughters  he  was 
paying  his  addresses  to,  came  in,  and  said  to  Leach — 


*^  It  19  time-  for  Hs  to^  go*  ititd  Court  ;*|  and  after  art:^ 
iftg-  me  hovr  I  ^ims;  "he  «itt4  they  were  sifbfpediied  on 
Uie  tritil  of  It  fHend  of  theits,  named  Thnrtellt  who 
Icept  fiief  ri^  of  the  <Coek»  ki  the  Hsymarket,  and 
if  I  inras  not* engaged*  I  mightas  well  ge  into^Couii 
with  them,  aad  Jom  their  party  at'tfae^k»er»  whieh 
wa9  prorided  i^r  the  trial  was  over.  1  aae^pted 
ihe  inYitaiion ;  and,  a  inertfot  being  given  for  "nat^ 
tell,  ali  (be  t>arty,  very  much  delighted,  prooMded  to 
Ihe  Coek,  in  the  Uaymavket,  to  dbe.  Whila  w« 
Were  at  dinner,  Probeitditered  the  roeai,  and  taking 
a  seat  n^tt  to  me,  shook  me  by  the  hand^  and  e(s^ 
pressed  his  surprise  at  seeing  me  there,  as  well  as  tka 
pleasure  he  ^edd  havoin  heaflringme  sing.  I  stopped 
tSI  eleven  o'eieek,  and  then  went  away  without 
taking  leave  of  the  party. 

In  nboUt  a  weA  after  I  met  S^oVevt  aceidentsiljr 
M  the  wesb*e»d  of  the  town,  aad  lie  tnfarodnced  me4e 
Tetsail  s,  where^  by  his  request,  I  sung  sdvetal  songa( 
fEdd  st'parting,  lie  inviled  me  to  meet  him  <te  neftt 
morning  at'the  Cock,  saying,  he  ceiild  be  of  sestioe 
tie  me:  I  went'  accordingly,  was  intvodueed  l^  ^o- 
tierfc  to  John  and  Thomas  Thiistell,  and  stopped  fie 
(fine  with  ttiem,  birt  nothing  partieidac  ppMed.  Am 
f^bert  omitled  to  explain  in  what  w^  he  conidseem 
ne,  I' went  Ae  next  d^y  to  file  Cock,  and  was  in* 
Tited  up  stairs  by  John  Thurtell,  whera  I  found  Pto*  ' 
bert;  Mid  Aey  pressed  me  to  dine  wilfa  timn,  wIMdi  I 
MA ;  and  afterwards  Probert  asked  me  to  walk  owr 
the  water  with  him»  saying  he  wanled  to  speak  to  me 
on  paMienfaur  bosiness.  I  agreed  to  go  with  hias^ 
and  on  our  way»  Probert  said  to  me«-^**  Hunt^  I  wsK 
tHR  you  something  in  coBfideoee,  b«t  I  keg  of  y^ev 
never  to  divfdge  it,  as  I  am  the  only  person  Thnrtel 
lias  made  acquaoted  with  what  I  am  about  to  tell 
you.**  I  promised  secrecy ;  and  be  then  said,  '*  Ton 
know  Thurteil  has  obtained  a  verdict  against  the 
County  Fire  Office,  for  nearly  two  thousa^  pounds 
and  as  that  verdict  will  make  bis  dwn  and  bis  bro^ 
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ther'fl.  credit  stand  wel)»  they  intrad  tp  avail  tfaeiimiires 
of  it,  to  get  whatever  goods  tbey  ean  with  a^eq^ 
aoces,  then  sell  them,  and  piit  the  money  into  their 
pockets,  together  with  the  money  from  the  Fire 
Ofltee.  Thomas  TburteU  will  then  become  a  bank* 
nipt,  aod  work  his  way  throngb  the  Coaunmion  ip 
well  as  he  cim.  Now  if  you  will  cpqfmit  to  take 
some  of  their  acceptances,  go  viA  them  to  different 
tmdespeople,  and  purchase  articles  for  the  Tbi|rteU% 
you  shall  be  allowed  so  much  in  the  pound  for  a}l  the 
goods,  you  can  obtain/'  I  told  Probert  tlMt  I  would 
do  what  tbey  desired,  but  that  I  did  not  much  under: 
stand  the  business. 

From  this  time  I  became  a  very  freqoent  visitor  at 
Thurtdls;  Probert  and  Noyes^were  almost  ofo* 
stantly  there,  and  no  charge  was  made  for  whatever 
I  had  to  eat  or  drink.  In  about  a  fortnight  after 
Probert  first  mentioned  Thurtell's  affmrs  to  me,  be 
oalled  me  into  a  private  room  to  Thomas  TburteU^, 
told  him  he  had  made  me  acquainted  with  what  was 
intended,  and  that  as  he  had  known  me^  for  some  tio^e 
TburteU  need  be  under  no  af^ebension  of  im^fft% 
Thomas  TburteU  then  said—''  Hmit,  X  wiU  eatisfy 
y^u  for  any  goods  you  send  here,  and  for  ivbich  my 
biU  is  taken ;  and  jf  you  can  get  my  aeoqitance  die* 
counted,  you  shall  have  a  share."  This  ocquried 
about  tile  beginning  of  September,  and  both  of  them 
said  that  no  time  was  then  to  be  lost  in^gettiflg  wJ^at^ 
ever  (hey  could,  as  he,  TburteU,  would  have  to  go 
into  the  Gaaette  soon  after  the  November  term  com* 
menced. .  Another  fortnight  daps^  without  aiqr 
thing  being  dooe»  and  then  Probert  said-*-*' Hunt 
your  appearance  is  very  shabby,  I  wiU.get.Tlprtdl 
to. give  you  his  ac^ptance  payable  at  his  banker's,  in 
Pall  Mall,  where  be  keeps  an  account,  and  no  tailor 
wiU  refuse  to  take  such  a  bill  for  a  suit  of  clothes." 
He  afterwards  gave  me  a  biU  for  ten  guineas,  and  X 
tried  it  at  se\*eral  places,  but  could  not  succeed,  and 
I  returned  it  again  to  Tlmi  tell. 


ByHionilis  Tbiirt^s  de»ire,  I  ordered  some  ex* 
pensile  ftiticles  at  Dare  and  SIftrk's,  in  Cockspur^ 
Itreet,  which  were  sent  according  to  the  order. 
There  was  abMit  this  time  to  be  a  great  dinner  at  tiie 
Coekrimd  abont  ten  dayi  before  the  dinner,  John 
Thurtelt  went  to  Probert's  cottage  on  a  riidotifig- 
party  for  a  few  days,  to  shoot  on  the  groonds  of 
Mi^or  Woods ;  he  returned  the  day  before  the  dhiner, 
fl»d  at  the  dinner  he  took  the  deputy  «hair.  On  the 
same  day  that  J.  Thnrtell  returned  from  the  cottage,  he 
told  tne  that  he  hwd  become  desperately  in  love  wMi 
Miss  Caroline  Noyes,  the  sister  of  Probert's  wife ; 
but  that  slie  had  promised  her  hand  to  a  man  named 
Wood ;  he  said,  however,  that  he  did  not  care  for 
that,  he  would  C6ntin<ie  bis  visits,  and  endeavoor  to 
supplant  him ;  and,  I  understood  from  him  that  he  fre- 
quentty  went  to  the  cottage,  until  one  Saturday  when 
be  was  going  down  there,  he  met  Mr.  Wood  atid  Miss 
NoyM  coming  to  town  in  company  together.  Thia 
▼ery  much  vexed  and  mortified  him,  and  he  then 
oomnieneed  writing  letters  to  her,  w4iich  were  eitiier 
oRBOIicedbr  returned  under  corer;  this  otily  served 
to  ihfltate'him  still  more,  and  he  inveighed  moclt  bii« 
terly  dgainst  Wood ;  Probert  also  joined  in  the  abase 
tff  Wood;  and  said-^^  You  know,  John,  I  hate  the 
MIow,  and  there  is  no  man  of  my  aoquaiptance  that 
I  should  like  to  hav«  the  girl  but  yourself.*^  ThurteH 
•aid  no  man  in  thif  world  should  ever  std&d  iMtween 
hitn'>aaid  hfo  happiness,  if  he  lost  his  own  Hfe  iti 
ffti^ealue;  Md  timt  he  ifhMdd  go  to  Norwiehflio 
Mn  next  week;  aMd  get  his  friend  Harper  to  hmd 
hint  hisr  air^n  to  settle  some  Of  the  gentlemen  wfJO 
hhd'illmsed  falm.  He  said  thete  Wtfre  ttiree^or  feoreft 
Ae  tii^'blft  Woi^  stood  first,  because  he  was  iti  the 
w^  of  li{S'4iap)litiedf.  I  understood  from  Probert 
fmd'lohli  ^Tbortblt  that  M4ss  Neyes  *was  entitled  to 
iomcmtfhey  m  her  niarriage,  and  that  if  she  nMurried 
3.  TburteSl  he  and  Probert  were  to  go  into  business 
together.    J.  ThurteH  went  to  Norwich  at  about  (he 


400  Anpwnx^. 

time  tfai^  incUetaieilt  was  preferred,  agamt  bfitn  and 
olitors  for  the  coiiflpiracy,  end  he  was  idiseiit  two 
days.  I  aaet  him  in  Fleet-street  the  same  nigjht  he 
returned,  with  the  air-gun  uader  his  arm. 

John  ThurteU  bed  written  a  letter  flreiti  Norwicht 
addremed  to  me  at  Mrs.  Mountaiii's^  wherein  he 
informed  me,  that  he  had  got  every  thing^  ha  wanted* 
ftiat  all  was  ri^ ;  and  desired  worn  to  saeet  bim  at 
Bine  o^clock.  on  Saturday  evemng  at  Temple-bar»  al 
tiie  comer  of  Shir^kna.  I  was  a  quarter  or  hdt  an 
hour  beyond  my  time,,  and  found  him  waitMii; ;  lie 
showed  me  the  air-gmi  and  a  double-barrcdled  .pisM^ 
tile  latter  be.  said  would  be  of  no  use  to  him,  aa  it 
would  make  too  loud  a  report.  It  wM  a  ki'ge  sized 
pistol,  and  has  the  name  of  Mr.  Harper  upon  it.  We 
went  to  Mrs.  Mountain's,  and  after  taking  aomettiifig 
to  drink,  I  left  him«  The  neiLt  week  hib  gate  w» 
tbe  pistol,  whieb  I  pawned  at  CottereU'i^  in  Skoe^ 
laoa  for  8«.,  and  it  ienow  there,  either  in  the- name  ef 
Jones  or  Hunt. 

•  The  ensuing  weejc  die  plan  of  shooting  Mr.  Wwodi 
iti  Castte*street|  was  determined  upon  as*  f^Hows>*^ 
Wood,  Probert^  and  Noyes^iad  lodgings  in  timflame 
house  together,  at  No.  36  or  36»  Castkhstreet,  £iei^ 
e«ster'4tqaare»  and  it  was  agreed  that  some  ai^ 
when  ,Noyer  was  down ,  at  Prob^M't^ft  oottage,  Pcoboft 
was  to  go  home  early  a%  nigte,  aad  keep  4^  laadladjr 
a»d  her  daughter  drinhiilg .  l>e)ow^  (rtaiifs  afteri  Woie4 
was  gooe{4o  bed ;  and  wtten  he  wm  'siq^tokto  to 
aidbep,  John  laiiuiteil.  dt^ised  t».«  boat-^lMic,  was 
to  ei|iter  the  ho«s»  by  meami  of  ProbAt's  Is^  of.  this 
itraet;dopr»  proe^d  to  Weod*a  Doe«i^,miid;aboot  Mm 
tbrou^  ihe  bieart  with  ihe  air-gua^  .  Het  Ww  then  to 
phioe  A  amall  pistol  .tbat  had  baeft  disdiAigid,:  .IH 
Wood's  right  bandi  sd  that  it  migflt  ap|Hiais  aa  if  he 
bad  shot  himself,  and  lie  was.  qinetly  to  leiiv^  the 
house,  and  sleep  in  the  city.  Probertwas  afterwarda 
to  have  gone  up  stairs,  and  found  Wood  in  this  situps 
tion,  and  given  the  alanui  or  the  landlady  was  tis 
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have  fotuid  him  deftd  tbe  next  morning.  An  inquest 
would  of  course  be  held  on  the  body,  and  it  was  to  be 
made  appear,  that  in  a  fit  of  insanity  or  despondency,  . 
he  had  shot  liimself.  Probert  .said  he  would  attend  - 
before  the  inquest*  and  swear  tliat  Wood  was  mu^h 
embarrassed  in  his  circumstances,  and  depressed  in . 
his  spirits,  and  that  was  tive  reason  he  had  no  doubt 
why.  he  had  destroyed  himself.  John  Thurtell  ^ked 
a  4nan,  named  Woolf,  who  keeps  a  sale  shop,  and  who 
was  in  the  habit  of  using  his  brother's  house,  tbe.  price 
of  a  boat-cloak  for  the  purpose,  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  boii^t  one  or  not.  The  reason  why  this 
plan  was  not  carried  into  effect  at  ooce  was,  that  the 
a^*gjun  was  foimd  to  be  out  of  repair,  and  it  was  sent 
to  a  gunsmitli*s  in  Sherrard-street  to  have  a  new 
valve«  Thurtell  told  tlie  gimmaker  he  had  it  for  die 
purpose  of  killing  deer ;  the  repairs  eame  to  a  shil- 
ling or  two  under  a  pound. 

The  night  Wood's  murder  was  to  have  been  perpe* 
trated,  he  fortunately  did  not  sleep  at  home,  and  soma 
aeeidental  circumstances  afterwards  caused  it  to  be 
put  off,  and  the  idea  of  shooting  him  in  Castle^street» 
altogether  abandoned,  although  Probert  was  conti* 
noally  urging  Thurtell  to  commit  the  murder,  saying 
there  could  not  be  a  better  time  to  serve  hitn,  as  the 
Imdiady  had  no  other  lodgers  in  the  house.  Probert^ 
often  jsoid,  *^  if  you  mean  to  do  it,  wh^  don't. you  do  - 
it  at  once  ;  you  know  I  can  keep  the  W4>men  engaged,." 
Thurtell  replied,  **  D — ^n  your  great  eyes,  if  you 
want  it  done,  why  don't  you.  do  it  yourself;  you  are 
big  .enough  and  ugly  enough,  and  there  is  the  air-gun 
at  your  service."  On  which  Probert  used  to  turn  it 
offwitii  a  laugh,  and  say,  ''  You  know.  Jack,  I  want 
you  to  have  the  woman,  and  should  not  like  Wopd 
to  get  her." 

The  bouse  in  Mandiester-buildings  was  taken  for  / 
tbe  express  purpose  of  destroying  Wood,  and  mak* 
ing  it  a  warehouse  for  wbtitfiver  goods  Qould  be  oV 
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taiiied  frofti  tradmaeD  hy  fhttMent  biHi.  J.  Thor- 
tM  took  it  from  a  Mlicitor  m  Bemer's^ttreet,  and 
gavo  a  reference  to  CouftM,  a  linetidraper  «t  Ken* 
saigtoii,  to  v^om  riso  a  gneat  quantity  of  Tlnrteirt 
vid&able  pif operty  was  sent.  Thomas  'fhartelt  pawn* 
ei  one  of  ^  looking  glasses  for  o^d,  to  pay  for  tbe 
agreement.  I  went  with  J.  Tbnrtell  and  Mr.  Asse- 
relas*  elerk,  to  see  tha  house,  and  J.  ThurteU  toid  tbe 
clerk  he  lihoidd  not  wimt  the  fixtures,  as  when  his  fia- 
nA\j  came  from  Norwich,  be  must  ha?e  all  new  fkc- 
tcires  and  fomitare*  When  fliis  hooae  in  Mandiester-* 
ImiHUngs  was  taken  possession  of,  '  I  went  with  a 
Waggon,  hired  from  Daffi^n,  in  Conpkm-slreet,  to 
tiring  away  a  gt^eat  many  articles  of  furmtare  andl 
bedding,  which  had  been  obtained  from  difl^rent 
tradespeople,  and  deposited  in  a  cottage  which  T. 
Tburtell  bad  hired  at  Kensington  for  the  purpose  of 
secreting  them.  Some  of  these  things  were  after- 
wards idaied,  as  1  have  be^  given  to  nndersUnd,  by 
the  creditor^,  at  a  house  in  Cumberland-street. 
'  Tbe  next  plan  against  Mr.  Wood  was,  to  enlaoo 
faim  to  the  house  in  Manchester4)uildings,  and  thefe 
destroy  him.  J.  Thurtell  borrowed  a  pair  of  heavy 
doinb^beUs,  6lb.  Mch,  from  a  Mr.  Hancock,  and  it 
Was  s6ttlfed  that  I  shotdd  by  stratagem  get  him  toac-^ 
company  m6  to,  and  erfter,  the  bouse,  and  when  be 
was  within  side,  I  was  to  shut  the  door  upon  him, 
and  go  to  Chi^ing-oross,  where  Thurtell  was  to  meet 
ide,  after  dispaikdhiag  bim.  And,  'in  order  to  ae- 
c^unt^foj^  his  absence,  a  letter  was  to  be  sent  to  bis 
lodging,  to  say  that  several  writs  were  out  ag^sdnst 
Inm. 

According  to  this  arrangement,  I  dressed  myself 
in  the  clothes  of  Thomas  Thortell's  servant,  Ennison^ 
that  is,  I  wore  his  fustian  jacket  and  white  apron,  and 
Went  about  seven  o'clock  in  fbe  morning  to  Wood's 
lodgings  in  Castle^street,  and  told  him  (as  liad  been 
proviously  settled  batweeB  me  and  ThnrteU,)  that  a 
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,  lady,  naiaed  Brew,  wanted  t6  see  hiia»  aod  had  sent 
me  to  fetch  him  ta  her  at  a  friend's  house  in  West* 
.  minster.  This  Mrs.  Brew  is  an  old  lady  who  lod^s 
at  CaittiDs  s,  at  Kensingtan*  and  who  has  a  ^reat 
frieadship  for  Mr.  Wood.  Mr.  Wood  asked  me  if  I 
Imew  why  she  wished  to  see  bira ;  I  told  him  that  she 
liad  had  some  words  witti  Mr.  Cousins,  and  she  wish^ 
ed  to  see  him  before  sho  returned  tov  Kensiogton.  fie 
accordingly  accompanied  me,  and  in  the  way  he  asked 
the  name  of  the  street,  which  I  told  him  I  did  not  ce« 
collect,  but  would  lead  him  to  the  house. 

On  reaching  No*  10,  Manohester-^buildiiigs*  I  said, 
that  was  the  plape,  and  rapped  at  the  door.     The 
door  I  found  was  a- jar,  and  gave  way,  on  whieh  I 
.  pushed  it  open  tmd  entered,  expecting  that  Wood 
.  would  follow  me ;  he  however  stopped  on  the  thresh' 
old ;  he  was  no  doubt  deterred  from  going  in  by  ob« 
.  serviiig  that  it  was  uninhabited,  and  as  I  think,  from 
.  seeing^  Thurtell,  wlio  was  standing  at  the  foot  of  the 
stairs,  close  to  the  back  paTlour  door,  with  his  coat 
and  slioes  oif,  a  red  handkerchief  over  his  head  to 
disguise  him,  and  a  dumb  bell  in  each  hand  ready  to 
strike  Wood  on  the  head.     As  I  found  Wood  did  not 
.  follow  me,  and  was  gone  from  the  door^  I  weni^to  see 
.  what  had  become  of  him,  and  I  just-saw.  him  running 
round  the  comer,  of  the  buildings.     I  (hen  went  to 
John  Thurtell  and  told  him  Wood  had  run  off:  Thm*" 
teU  said — '*  It  was  lucky  for  him  .he  did  run,  or  else 
he  would  never  have  run  again."     In  order  to  pre- 
vent any  alarm  in  Wood's  mjind  as  to  the  real  intep* 
tion^i  and.  as  we  knew  he  was  in  difficulties,  we  re« 
.  solved  to  write  to  him  to  make  him  believe  it  was  a 
'  stratagem  of  sherifis'  officers  to  arrest  him  for  debt ; 
we  tliereforc  ran  across  tlic  l^ark   as  fast  as  we 
could  to   Thomas  Thurteli's,  at,  the    Haymarket, 
and   there  John  Thurtell   wroto  a  note  to  Wood, 
.  afi  if  coming  from  a  friend  to  advLse  him  to  keep 
out  of  tho  way,  as  there  were  sev^eral  writs  out  against 
him. 

3q2 
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Ennison,  who  iy  ^factotum  of  the  Thurtells,  was 
sent  to  deliver  it,  and  I  dare  say  it  was  at  Castle- 
street,  a  very  few  minutes  after  Wood  got  back.  In 
order  to  keep  tip  the  deception,  another  letter  was 
written  the  same  evening  by  John  Hiurtell,  in  the 
name  of  ''  Clarke/'  to  say  that  he  had  to  thank  Cur- 
tis for  the  endeavour  that  had  been  made  that  mom* 
ing  to  arrest  him.  This  letter  I  delivered,  and  to  con- 
vince  Wood  that  these  letters  were  genuine,  and  that 
the  object  in  getting  him  to  Manchester-buildings  was 
SB  ingenious  decoy  of  sherifTs*  officers,  J.  Thurtell 
prevailed  on  *»♦♦*»»  to  swear  a  debt  against  him  of 
£i9i  and  he  was  actually  arrested  the  next  day  on 
this  false  oath. 

After  the  failure  of  tiiis  stheme  Thurtell  said  be 
Would  buy  a  pair  of  pistols,  and  shoot  him  some 
nig^t  as  he  went  home  from  the  house  he  used,  which 
was  kept  by  a  man  named  Thornton  in  a  street  near 
the  Haymarket.  This,  however,  was  afterwards  re- 
linquished, and  Thurtell  said  he  should  leave  him 
for  a  month  or  two»  and  pick  out  another  of  his 
enemies. 

«««««»  ««*««««•   ^as  aware  of  flie  different 

plans  against  Wood,  and  frequently,  when  we  were 

discoursing  on'the  subject,  he  used  to  say,  *'  D — a 

and  b — ^t  Wood ;   what  is  the  use  of  killing  him  ? — 

Barber  Beanmont  is  the  man  we  want  out  of  the  way ; 

why  don*t  you  do  for  him."    John  Thurtell  replied, 

^*  Never  fear ;   he  is  booked. — ^We  shall  have  htm 

safe  enough,  you  may  depend  on  it.'*    The  reason 

why  ttiey  wished  Barber  Beaumont  to  be  destroyed 

was,  that  they  tiiought  he  was  the  only  cause  of  the 

money  not  being  paid  by  the  Fire-office,  and  tlidy 

feared  he  would  urge  the  prosecution  to  be  carried 

on  for  a  conspiracv;  and  for  several  nigtits  and  days 

John  Thurtell  laici  in  wait  for  him  with  tlie  air-gun 

charged,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Fire-office.    Ho 

'  generally  took  his  station  at  the  door  of  Mr.  Ward  s, 

the  corner  of  Sherrard-street ;  and  he  set  me  to  watch 
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at  llie  office  door  in  order  to  ascertain  at  what  hours 
Mr.  Beaument  went  in  and  out ;  If  I  discovered  him, 

.  I  was  to  run  and  give  notice  to  Thurtell  which  way 
he  went,  and  he  was  to  follow  and  shoot  him.  I. 
however,  could  never  make  out  which  was  Mr.  Beau- 

'  mont,  for  I  did  not  know  his  perjson  until  some^  one 
pointed  him  out  to  me  at  the  Inquest.  The  air-gun 
resembled  a  knotted  walking  stick ,  and  held  no  less 
than  sixteen  charges.     It  was  let  off  by  merely  press-^ 

.  ing  one  of  the  knots  with  'the  finger,  and  the  only 
noise  was  a  slight  whiz,  scarcely  perceptible  to  any 

•  one  who  might  happen  to  be  on  the  spot. 

John  Thurtell  mentioned  to  me  that  some  of  his 
friends  were  obliged  to  leave  this  country  for  France, 
and  among  others  he  named  William  ««««4f  and 
George  ^i^^^^f^  on  account  of  some  informations  or 
prosecutions  against  them  for  gaming,  and  he  had 
every  reason  to  think  Weare  was  one  of  the  in- 
formers. 

I  was  present  at^  a  public-house  kept  by  Mr.  Case- 
ly,  in  Orange-*Court,  when  a  man  named******** 
told  John  Thurtell,  that  a  young  gentleman  named 
Graham,  who  had  lost  money  and  was  prosecutii^, 
or  informing,  and  also  a  Captain  Kelly  were  ob* 
noxious  to  his  friends,  and  that  if  he  Thurtell  knew 
how  to  get.  rid  of  them,  he  could  undertake  to  say 
that  five  hundred  pounds  would  be  of  no  object  to 
those  who  were  at  that  time  obliged  to  live  in 
France,  on  account  of  these  prosecutions. 

Thurtell  said  **  If  you  can  get  George  *****  to 
pass  his  word  for  the  money,  it^shall  be  done.'* 
********  replied  **  I  will  speak  to  George,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  he  will  undertake  to  pay  the  money, 
if  they  are  completely  out  of  the  way ;  and  when 
1  get  his  answer  you  shall  see  me  again.  After 
**♦*•**•  was  gone,  John  Thurtell  said  to  me  "  If 
George  *****  will  pass  his  word  for  five  hundred 
pounds,  it  is  sure  to  be  paid ;  the  men  he  wants  put 
out  of  the  way  shall  be  disposed  of  in  a  week,  and 


486  AWfiMDlK. 

I  w3l  cU  it  in  sttdi  a  way  timi  .the  pabUc  abd  be- 
liere  they  all  kSIed  themselvGi/* 

The  reason  why  Kelly  was  to  be  got  rid  of  was, 
tiiat  be  was  terribly  riolent  at  the  gaflaing-hDaata ; 
for  wh^i  he  lost  money,  he  insisted  on  its  beii^  it- 
stored  to  him,  and  if  it  was  not,  or  if  the  proprietors 
did  not  lend  bira  what  money  he  asked  for,  he  as- 
saulted them  and  broke  their  glasses  and  funatere. 
The  way  Tburtell  proposed  to  despatch  htm  was,  by 
a^iting  him  to  meet  some  young  gentlemen  ta  {day, 
-from  whom  money  was  easily  to  be  woe ;  ami  he 
was  by  this  pretence  to  be  drawn  into  the  Park,  as 
befaag'  in  the  way  to  the  place  appointed.  Thnrtell 
was  (here  to  shoot  him  with  the  air-giin»  and  I  was 
immediately  to  go  up  and  place  a  discfaucged  piatol 
inh'ks  hand,  and  then  m^e  an  alarm  and  caH  o^  far 
assistances  The  moment  any  one  came,  1  was  to 
declare  that  I  had  seea  him  mgaged  in  a  duel ;  ^t 
he  had  fired  without  efTcct  at  his  adversary ;  that  the 
«hot  was  returned,  ajod  he  had  failed  whereupon  his 
oponent  ran  off.  John  TlHU'tell  freqnentiy  expressed 
his  intention  to  kill  an  Attorney  named  Springfield, 
who"  lived  at  Norwich,  because  he  had  used  Ifim  JII 
in  bis  bankruptcy: 

About  three  weeks  before  Wearo's  marder,  John 
Thurtell,  Thomas  Thurtell,  and  myself,  v^ere  walking 
towards  Spring  (iardens ;  John  Thurteli  said  hei  Woold 
go  and  seb  Rexworthy,  and  we  all  went  inta:  bis 
biIliard-room»  whidi  had  been  newly  fitted'  up.  I 
there  saw  a  gentlemanly  looking  ttian  sitting  down. 
John  Thurteli  went  up  to  him  and  said,  ^*  Mr.  Waare, 
liow  are  you  r"  The  gentleman  got  up,  they  shook 
Imnds  together,  and  appeared  very  friendly;  and 
after  couversii^  together  for  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  they  went  out  together  and  remained  abs^it  an 
hour.  On  their  return,  Thomas  Thurteli  said,  he 
must  be  off,  and  we  went  away.  When  got  out, 
John  Thurteli  told  me  that  the  man  I  had  seen  him 
in   comply   with,   and  Bill  *****  had  won  Ihrec 


hmdred  pounds  from  him  in  «ne  fii^«  at  BIHid^ 
Heokejr*      I  mKI  that  is  a  great  Atml  oT  monef . 
'*  Yes,"  said  be,  **  and  what  is  worse,  when  I  wictdl 
tftein,  and  partio^krly  Weare,  t#lend  me  ive  pound^^ 
he  t^d  me  to  go  a  thieving  for  jt,  aa  be  did ;  ancL 
that  I  bad  better  aay  notliing'  about  it,  aa  the  money 
was  my  creditors."     Thvrtell  also  said,  '*  1  do  not 
forget  tbia  treatment,  and  ^aH  aoon  settle  aeoounta- 
with  some  ot  them,  and  sliatl  never  die  easy  mtfil  I 
have  Hiy  revenge  of  Wearc." 
-  Shordy  after  the  indictment  for  the  conspiracy-  waa^ 
found,  and  when  (he  officers  were  expeoted  to  be  on 
tiie  look  out  for  tlie  Thartelts,  Probert  introduced 
them  to  Mr.  Tetsall ;  told  him  that  warrants  were*- 
out  against  them,  and  begged  tliat  he  would  let  tbemr 
stop  at  his  house  and  keep  a  good  look  out  to  deny 
them,  il  any  persoti  shoukl  mafea  inqniTies  of  whonv 
he  had  suspicion,  and.  Mr.  Tetsall  accordingly  let 
them  have  a  private  room  up  stairs,     Probert  and 
John  Thurtell  were  almost  continually  in  company* 
tog^er,  either  in  London  or  in  going  backward 
fltvi  forward  to  the  cottage  \  and  I  believe  tfa^  ar- 
iianged  and  settled  the  plan  of  Mr.  Weare's  murder 
before  the  particsSara  were  comilRonicated  to  nie> 
for  although  I  heard  it  mentioned  aeveral  times  that 
it  Was  to  be  done,  I  was  not  informed  of  tlie  manner 
ib  which  it  was  to  be  perpetrated  until  just  before 
the  murder  took  place  ;  but  although  I  was  ignorant, 
l^robeit^  from  the  observations  be  made,  and  the  di^ 
ifeetions  he  gave,  appeared  to  know  every  particular.. 
It  was  not  until  the  Friday  morning  that  the  murder 
^IMis  committed  $k  nigbt  ihat  I  was  let  into  the  aeeret 
IMS  to  ^several  of  the  arrangements.      I  understood 
ftom  Probert  that  he  was  in  ^;re:.t  distress  and  diffi^ 
eidty,  and  that  unless  he  got  some  money  be  should 
be  conq>elled  to  l^ire    tiie  cottage  dandestineiy ; 
snd  as  he  was  in  daily  expectattoti  of  his  landlord 
coming  to  seise  and  take^  possession  of  the  place^  he 
told  Thurtell  not  to  delay  any.  longer  than  he  couki 


488  APPENDIX. 

help,  and  said,  ''  If  it  is  done  there,  it  never  can  be 
found  out,  because  it  is  so  bye  and  private  a  place ;  for 
'  1  kept  a  private  jigger  there,  and  it  was  never  dis- 
covered ;"  and  from  his  representations  it  was,  as  I 
believe,  determined  by  Thurtell  to  commit  the  mur* 
der  at  Gill's  Hill,  or  its  neighbourhood.  Tlmrtell 
told  Probert  and  me  that  Weare,  the  man  it  was  in* 
tended  to  serve,  never  carried  less  than  from  1000/« 
to  l»500/.  secreted  about  his  person,  and  that  be 
knew  where  to  fiad  it  He  besides  said,  that  be 
should  tell  him  that  he  had  become  acquainted  widi  a 
young  gentleman  who  was  just  come  into  possessioa 
of  a  l^rge  property,  and  who  had  an  inclination  for 
gaming,  but  could  not  be  tempted  to  play  unless  it 
vas  for  large  stakes.  That  this  gentleman  had 
given  him  an  invitation  to  come  down  to  his  country-- 
house, and  bring  a  friend  with  him  to  take  two  or 
three  days  shooting;  he  should,  therefore,  persuade 
Weare  to  accept  this  pretended  invitation,  and  im- 
press on  his  mind  the  necessity  of  taking  a  large 
sum  if  he  intended  to  do  any  good,  because,  as  he. 
(Thurtell)  had  no  money  to  entice  the  gentlemaii  to 
play,  Weare  must  provide  it,  and  if  he  did  so,  they 
could  introduce  cards,  hazard,  or  backgammon  after 
dinner  and  make  a  famous  thing  of  it.  Thurtell  said 
he  had  no  doubt  this  would  be  a  sufficient  bait  ta 
catch  Wearo;  that  he  would  take  plenty  of  cash, 
with  him,  and  they  should  be  sure  to  get  four  or 
£ve  hundred  pound^  a  piece,  which  would  be  no  bad 
thing.  Probert  answered  **  No,  that  sum  will  jurt 
relieve  me  from  my  present  difficulties.''  About, 
two  nights  before  the  murder  a  conversation  took* 
place  at  Tetsairs  betwen  Probert  and  John  Thivtell^ 
in  which  Probert  said — **  You  bad  better  make  it 
Friday  night  if  you  can,  because  I  am  usually  down 
at  the  cottage  on  a  Saturday,  and  by  showing  myself 
to  the  neighbours  no  suspicion  will  fall  on  me  if  tiie 
man  is  mified.  Thurtell  promised  to  arrange  for 
that  night  if  he  could. 


^  0»  the  itiomiDg  df  Friday  J.  Ttiuiftell  said  he  hiii 
settled  eyery  thing  with  Wieare;  that  he^^ras  to  meet 
hjim  that  evening  at  Cunibedand^gate  with  a  chaite^ 
t6  take  liim  down  to  (he  gentleman^  maxision  ;  and 
that  tio  time  was  therefore  to  be  lost  in  making  the* 
neeessavy  preparations.  In  the  forenoon  of  Friilay 
I  went  with  Thurtell  to  purchase  the  pistols.  Thiy* 
were  bought  at  a  jew^llei-%  in  High-^tl*eet«  Mary^^le- 
bone,  for  one  pound  fifteen  shillings.  At  about  two 
o'clock  the  pistol  balk  were  made.  The  two  Thur* 
tells,  Probert,  and  myself  Were  present  in  the  firotit 
room,  on  the  first  fioori  at  Mr.  TetsalPs^  The  lead 
for  making  them  was  melted  in  a  fire-shovel,  ^hich 
*mm4^**  #*♦♦*#*♦  held  over  the  fire.  Pour  bal- 
lets, were  cast  while  we  were  all  present ;  Probert 
Imndled  them«  and  said  they  did  not  appear  t«  him  to 
be  large  enough  to  kill  a  man  on  the  spot ;  on  which 
John  Thurtell  replied,  "  You  would  be  d — r-4  sorry, 
to  have  one  of  them  Arocigh  your  head,  small  as  th^ 
s^^ ;  and  if  you  had,  you  would  not  get  to  GiiFs  Hill- 
cottage  in.  a  hurry." 

Probert  said  he  was  ^re  the  air-gnn  would  hot  kill 
QSXy  one  on  the  spot,  and  John  Thuftell  replied,  *'  I 
know  that  as  well  as  you,  Bill,  or  what  the  hell  should 
I  buy  tl)ese  pops  for,  if  it  was  not  heoause  I  would 
not  trust  to  the  air-gun,"  and  add^d,  **  I  was  a  M-*-y 
fool  to  go  all  the  way  to  my  friend  Harper,  at  Non 
wicb,  to  borrow  that  air-gun ;  but  I  will  take  care 
iK>t  to  miss  that  bl — 'y  thief  Weare,  as  I  did  yew 
short  (wing  a  tulgar  expresmn)  friend  Master  Wood.'' 
Probert  laughed  and  said,  *'  Ytm  tfiade  a  bad  business 
of  that  Jack,  for  I  expected  Wood  would  hftVe  beto 
defttiy  and  you  woald  have  ha(d  the  girl  long  ere  ihis/' 
Jfibu  Thuttell  then  made  answer—*'  Well,  you  sfaaH 
see  what  sort  of  a  mss  I  will  make  of  Weare  before 
this  night  is  out — ^aiid  after  him  comes  Wood  and  It  we 
or  1  three  more  that  you  know  Bill."  Probert  satd» 
*'  I  h^e  you  will  do  your  business  well,  mid  that 
y^w  friend  imiy  baVe  pfenty  nf  money  with  h&»; 

3  R 


99 


;  490  APPENDIX. 

Thurtell  replilsd,  '*  There  is  no  fear  of  that,  arhe 
tliinks  I  am  going  to  take  him  into  the  country  a  fiat 
catching.^  .Probert  and  •♦*.♦*«.«  laughed 
heartily  at  this  observation,  and  Joho  Thurtell  weot 
on  saying,  *'  It  will  be  pretty  flat  catching.  Bill,  for 

I  will  lay  the flat  enough  before  I  hare  dcme 

with  him." 

We  were  all  four  present  when  the  pistols  were 
prepared  and  loaded.  T%e  lock  was  tried,  and  being 
found  stiff  in  consequence  of  the  pistols  being  new,  I 
was  sent  to  get  some  oirto  grease  the  hammers  and 
the  triggers,  to  make  the  pistols  go  off  readily. 

In  tiie  course  of  conversation,  Thurtell  said,  **  How 
shall  we  manage  about  your  old  woman,  to  prevent 
her  looking  out/'  Probert  replied,  *^  Oh^  sever 
fear,  I  have  a  plan  to  get  her  to  bed.'*  Thurtell 
asked  what  it  was,  and  said  he  should  like  to  know 
it, .  so  that  we  might  all  know  how  to  act  when  we 
got  there.  Probert  said,  ''Why,  Hunt  must  sing  us 
two  or  tiuree  songs,  and,  after  a  little  while,  the  old 
woman  Will  get  sleepy,  and  I  can  then  say  that,  hav- 
ing my  friends  down,  I  must  sit  up  with  them  to  keep 
them  company,  and  as  we  mean  to  enjoy  ourselves, 
that  she  and  Nancy -iiad  better  go  to  bed ;  and  when 
they  find  we  are  determined  to  sit  up,  they  will  be 
glad  to  go  to  bed."  It  was  arranged  that  Probert 
and  myself  were  to  watch  Thurtell  and  Weare  past 
Field's,  and  then  to  follow  at  a  little  distance,  so  as  to 
prevent  any  one  following  up  the  lane,  to  intemi^ 
J.  Thurtell ;  and,  if  any  one  approached*,  we  were  to 
give  him  notice.  Thurtell  was  to  pass  the  cottage 
out  of  hearing  of  pistol-shot,  and  then  to  dioot 
Weare  while  sittii^  beside  him  in  the  gig.  Probert 
himself  told  Thurtell  how  to  do  it ;  he  said,  **  Jaek, 
if  the  man  has  any  suspicion  about  the  lane,  you  can 
tell  him  you  think  you  have  missed  your  way, 
and  when  you  have  got  to  a  convenient  spot,  as 
you  are  the  driver,  you  can  make  some  remark,  and 
point  his  attention  to  make  him  look  to  the  left,  and 
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directly  he  turns  his  head/  that  is  your  tirhe  to  shoot 
him/'  After  the  act  was  done,  the  body  was  to  be 
put  into  a  sack  and  brought  to  Probert's,  and  thrown 
into  the  pond  by  him  iand  ThurtelU  while  I  was  to  be 
engaged  amusing  the  people  in  the  house,  as  had  been 
before  settled. 

After  dinner,  Probert  said,  "  Have  you  got  every 
thing  you  want.  Jack  V  "  No,'^  answered  John 
Thurtell,  *'  we  must  send  Joe  for  a  six-bushel  sack, 
a  hank  of  cord,  and  the  horse  and  chaise.'*  Probert 
said,  *^  We  must  have  some  puoch.  Jack,  before  you 
start,  and  we  must  order  it  directly;  because  it  wilt 
not  do  fer  you  to  keep  him  waiting."  It  was  agreed 
that  J.  Thurtell  was  to  start  first,  and  Probert  and 
mej^Bvere  to  follow  him  in  about  three-quarters  of  an 
hour.  I  wished  to  stop  and  take  some  punch,  but 
Probert  told  me  I  had  better  be  off,  and  get  the 
things  for  Jack,  and  as  we  were  to  remain  for  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  we  could  have  some  punch  toge- 
ther after  he  was  gone.  Besides  these  things,  I  was 
sent  by  Thomas  Thurtell  to  get  a  box-coat  belonging 
to  him,  which  was  at  Mr.  Cribb's,  in  Panton-street ; 
and  also  with  a  note  to  the  man  who  was  in  posses- 
sion at  the  Cock,  for  a  coat  and  red  shawl  of  John 
ThurteH  s,  which  were  left  in  his  room.  This  red 
shawl  was  the  same  which  John  Thurtell  had  rottnd 
his  head  when  he  intended  to  destroy  Woods,  in 
Manchester-buildings,  and  which  was  afterwards 
found  round  the  neck  of  Mr.  Weaire. 

I  went  to  Probat's,  the  sts^ble-keeper,  to  hire  a 
horse  and  chaise — 4hey  had  no  chaise,  but  they  lent 
me  a  horse,  and  I  got  a  chaise^"^  at  Mr.  Cross's.  It 
bad  been  previously  arranged  that  I  should  say  I  wias 
going  to  Dartford,  and  I  did  so.  I  then  went  to 
Buckingham's,  in  Broad-street,  and  there  bought  a 
sack  and  a  hank  of  cord:  also  to  CHbb's,  for  the 
box-coat,  but  as  he  was  not  at  home  I  could  not  get 
it.     I  then  went  to  the  Cock,  and  on  delivering  the 
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naUk  g^t  the  great  oont  and  lied  fihaivl,  aad  drove  to 
Oi^UiaU's. 

'  When  I  returned  into  the  room/  I  found  several 
IHtraoui  who  were  strangers  to  mo  had  joined  tlie 
T)¥irtalls  and  Probert ;  I  therefore  called  Proberl; 
and  John  Thurtell  into  the  passage,  and  told  tlieiii 
every  thing  was  ready,  and  showed  them'  the  sack, 
which  Probert  examined  and  said,  ''  I  am  sure  dus  is 
not  a  six^bushel  sack — ^tbis  will  not  be  large  enough 
{or  him.  Jack."  Thurtell  answered,  ^'  Never  mind^ 
Sill,  we  must  make  a  shift  with  it ;  we  have  no  tioie 
to  lose."  And  he  furtiier  remarked,  **  What  ab— — y 
fool  my  brother  Tom  is,  to  have  a  parcel  of  people 
bfpreiata  time  like  this/  Probert  said,  ^'Itwaaa 
foolish  thing,  but  he  was  sure  Tom  did  nofe  expect  any 
persoQ^  and  as  they  were  come  to  serve  him  about  bis 
baiU  he^  could  Hot  well  deny  himself."  Thurtell  iben 
said,  '^Well,  never  mind,  let  them  stop  and -be 
dr-^ — d ;  I  must  be  off.  You  go  into  the  room,  Biil^ 
mA  bring  me  Tom*s  drab  great  coat/'  Probert 
went  and  fetched  it  accordingly.  John  Thurtell  put 
tl}e  red  shawl  rMmd<hisneck^  and  the  drab  greatcoat 
oa,  and  being  ready  to  starts  he  asked  Probert  to 
ref]^y  him  the  ten  pouncls  which  he  had  let  hiih*  hove 
ta  take  up  a  biH  a  few  days  before,  out  of  the  money 
for  which  I  bad  sold  a  horse  to  a  Mn  Simcod^;  and 
Thurtell  said  he  must  have  it  or  a  part  of  it,  because 
lie  bad  no  money.  Probert  said  he  would  let  him 
have  part  then,  and  the  rest  next  week,  but  he  had  no 
money  hitnself,  and  must  therefore  borrow  it  of 
Qharles  TetsaU,  the  landlord.  He  accordingly  bor* 
rowed  some  money  of  Mr.  Tetsall,  and  gave  it  to 
Thurtell,  but  how  much  I  cannot  say.  John  Thur- 
toll  told  Probert  not  to  be  long  after  him,  and  got 
into  the  gig,  and  drove  off.  After  Thurtell  was  gone» 
Probert  and  myself  went  into  the  room  and  had  some 
punch,  and  in  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  Probert 
(desired  Mr.  TetsalFs  son  to  bring  bis  horse imd  chaise 


tothedaac.    He  tfago  left  the  room,  and  in  ftbMit 

Ave  minutes  retunied»  saying,  **  Hunt,  the  chaise  is 

ready/'     I  widied  the  comfNiny  good  nighty  got  into 

-  the  gig,  Probert  followed,  and  we-  drove  off.     In  Os- 

ford^treet  I  got  oat  and  bought  a  loin  of  pork,  at  the 

desire  of  Probert*    We  then  went  on  to  a  Mr.  Har- 

:  ding's,  a  publican  in  the  Edgewarc-road,  where  we 

:had  some  brandy  and  water,  and  again  started.     Oa 

our  getting  xiear  t^e  Bald-fiaced  stag,  Probert  wished 

.  that  I  sliould  get  out  and  walk  on,  saying  that  he 

would  soon  overtake  me. 

It  was  not  lit  my  desire  on  account  of  the  horse 

cloths,  as  Probert  stated  at  the  Inquest,  for  so  far 

from  my  wishing  to  avoid  the  people  of  the  house, 

I  on  the  following  morning  stopped  there  to  break- 

'ftk&t  with  Ttiomas  Thurtell  and  Probert  s  boy.    I  had 

r  never  been  at  the  house  but  once^  and  that  was  to  a 

supper  at  the  invitation  of  Probert;  and  the  cloths 

were  not  lent  to  me,  but  borrowed  by  Probert  for  a 

'friend' of  mine,  named  Morgan, — and  I  went  aw^, 

:leaving  Jolm  Thurt^L  and  Probert  there;     Whilb 

they  were  in  this  house  on  that  occasion,.  John  Thiir- 

tellfoaght  with  three  countrymen,  and  they  afterwards 

told  me  that  in  the  confusion  they  robbed  one  of  liie 

countrymen  of  his  wateh,  which  Tburtell  pawned  for 

twc^ty^^five  killings  somewhere  in  London,  and  they 

•divided  the  money  between  tliem. 

AtEdgeware  we  stopped  at  a  corn  ehandlep'si  and 
'Probert  got  out  to  purchase  eorn.^-^while  he  was  in 
the  Shop,  I  saw  Tburtell  and  Weare  pass.  When 
Probert  came  out,  I  told  him  they  were  gone  by,  and 
we  went  on  to  Field's,  the  Artichoke,  at  Elstree, 
where  we  waited  in  expectation  of  their  passing  ua 
again,  and  had  three  or  four  glasses  of  brandy  and 
water.  At  last  the  chaise  Vitli  Thurtell  and  Weare 
passed  the  hous^,  and  Probert  nudged  me  and  whia* 
pered,  ''  There  they  go,  we  must  be  after  them." 
Field,  the  landlord,  about  this  time  brought  as  another 
shilling's  wofth  of  brandy  and  water,  and  on  my  ex* 
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pressing. my  anxiety  to  be  off,  Probert  said,  ''Never 
mind,  we  shall  be  time  enough;  for  as  their  horse  is 
a  hired  horse,  he  must  be  nearly  knooked  up,  and  as 
cur's  is  fredti,  we  shall,  soon  overtake  them. "  We 
finished  our  brandy  and  water,  and  theil  Probert -set 
off  in  a  gallop  in  the  same  direction  they  had  gone^ 
and  on  arriving  at  a  place  where  a  road  branches 
off,  and  which  I  now  know  is  near  Mr.  Phillimore*s 
Lodge,  but  which  I  was  then  totally  Qnacquainted  * 
with,  as  I  had  never  been  that  road  before,  Probert 
said,  *^  You  get  out  here,  and  I  will  go  on  to  the 
cottage,  and  see  if  Jack  is  there,  and  if  all  is  right." 
I  accordingly  got  out,  and  Probert  went  on  with  the 
horse  and  ^chaise  as  hard  as  he  could  down  the 
lane. 

In  our  way  down,  Probert  frequently  alluded  to 
the  money  thht  was  expected  to  be  found  upon 
Weare,  and  his  apprehensions  lest  Thurtell  should 
toe//  it  (meaning  keep  it  to  himself.)  He  said,  '*  We 
know  Jack  is  a  very  deteimined  fellow,  and'is  sure 
to  do  the  trick ;  but  if  he  don't  -do  the  thing  that » 
right  in  giving  us  our  share,  we  shall  be  sure  to  learn 
by  the  newspapers  what  amount  he  takes,  and  we 
shall  know  how  to  act  hereafter/'  After  an  absence 
of  near  an  hour,  Probert  oeme  back  to  -the  spot 
where  he  had  left  me,  and  directly  he  was  within 
hearing,  he  began  singing  '*  Bright  chanticleer  pro* 
claims  the  dawn,  i^.!"  and  when  I  got  into  &e 
chaise,  he  said,  *'  It  is  all  over,  Jack  has  killed  him  V^ 
(meaning  Thurtell  had  killed  Weare)— ^  I  have  seen 
Jack,  and  Jack  has  shewn  me  the  murdered  man's 
hunting  watch."  I  said,  "  Ho  must  have  been  at 
your  place  some  time  ?"  "  Oh  yes,"  replied  Probert, 
*'  at  least  an  hour,  for  his  horse  and  chaise  are  put  up, 
and  the  horse  dressed ;  but  Jack  tells  me  the  man  bad 
not  got  so  much  money  as  he  expected.''    • 

On  our  arriving  at  the  cottage,  Thurtell  was  lean- 
ing against  the  stable  door,  and  Probert's  lad  was 
cleaning  down  his  horse.     Probert  sent  me  into  the 
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kitchen  with  the  loin  of  pork»  and  told  me  to  desire 
the  cook  to  dress  it  for  supper,  while  he  went  into 
the  stable  to  Thurtell.  In  about  ten  minutes  they 
came  to  me  in  the  kitchen^  and  we  all  went  into  the 
parlour,  where  Prob^rt  introduced  me-  to  his  wife» 
saying,  ''  This  is  my  friend  Hunt,  of  whom  you  have 
so  often  heard  me  speak  as  being  so  good  a  singer ; 
and  I  have  brought  him  down  to  entertain  you/^ 
After  a^Iittre  time  had  passed,  Probert  told  bis  wife 
that  while  supper  was  getting  ready,  it  would  be 
better  for  us  to  get  out  of  her  way,  and  we  should 
therefore  go  to  the  stable  and  see  to  the  putting  up 
of  the  horses.  We  accordingly  went  to  the  stable, 
and  Probert  sent  the  boy  into  the  kitchen,  and  told 
him  to  stop  tlicre  till  he  gave  him  further  orders. — 
Directly  the  boy  left  us  together,  Thurtell  shewed 
roc  the  gold  watch  and  appendages,  and  then  he, 
Probert,  and  myself,  took  the  lantern  from  the  sta- 
ble, and  went  across  a  ploughed  field,  in  order  to 
search  for  the  body  of  the  deceased.  As  we  were 
proceeding  to  the  spot,  J.  Thurtell  said  that  he  had 
got  Weare  s  purse  which  had  only  two  or  three  so- 
vereigns  in  it,  but  that  be  did  not  have  time  jto  search 
thoroughly  for  the  other  money. 

On  crossing  th&  ploughed  field,  we  came  directly 
upon  the  body,  which  was  laying  near  the  hedge  on 
the  inside,  and  there  was  a  gap  in  the  hedge,  which 
had  evidently  been  made  by  dragging  the  body 
through  it.  The  head  and  face  were  covered  with 
llhurtelKs  red  shawl,  which  also  appeared  to  be  tied 
round  the  neck  of  the  deceased.  I  held  tlie  lantern, 
and  Probert  held  up  the  body,  under  the  arms,  while 
John  Thurtell  rifled  the  pockets.  Nothing  was  found 
while  I  was  present,  except  four  £5.  bank  notes^ 
wjiich  y/ere  taken  by  Thurtell  from  the  trowsers 
pocket  of  the  deceased ; — ^these  were  folded  together 
carelessly,  ^nd  not  enclosed  in  any  purse  or  pocket- 
book.  Thurtell  and  Probert  expressed  themselves  as 
being  much  disappointed,  and  I  also  joined  in  simiFar 
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expressions ;  but  I  have  now  reason  to  believe  ttat 
eifiier  one  or  both  of  them  must  have  deceived  me  a» 
to  file  money  found  on  the  deceased,  becalise  it  was 
ndt  likely  Mr.  Wearc  would  have  brou^  so  small  a 
sum  down,  considering  the  object  he  had  in  view  :-*- 
nor  was  it  probaWe  that  he  would  carry  his  notes 
loose,  when  he  had  a  silk  note  case  in  his  possession. 
This  note  case  had  been  taken  by  Thurtetl  from  the 
deceased,  before  Probert  and  me  arrived:  and  be- 
sides how  "sbouki  he  have  been  able  to  tell  Probert 
that  the  man  had  not  so  much  motiey  about  hiin  as  he 
expected,  unless  he  had  then  made  a  complete  isearcb. 
My  opinion  is,  that  he  had  got  the  money,  and  kept 
it  in  hit  own  possession,  except  the  ^90  which  be 
put  Into  the  pocket  as  a  bliml  to  us ;  ^nd  I  mh  the 
more  confirmed  in  this  opinion  because  he  afterwards 
had  plenty  of  money,  and  has  boasted  tliat  he  could 
give  £  300  to  get  witnesses  to  clear  hkn. 

After  the  searching  was  finished,  the  body  was 
put  into  the  sack  I  had  purchased,  and  which  Probert 
had  brought  from  the  diaisc,  and  when  it  was  secared, 
wc  consumed  as  to  how  iong  it  was  to  be  left  thcrc^ 
and  it  w^  arranged  that  the  deceased  was  not  to  be 
removed  until  after  the  women  should  be  gone  to  bed, 
and  then  the  horse  wan  to  be  taken  te  fetch  Hie  body 
to  the  garden;  so  that  it  might  be  thrown  into  the 
pond  nntH  a  convenient  opportunity  offered  to  bury 
it: 

'  The  following-  is  the  account  J.  Tburtell  gave  us 
of  the  circumstances  attending  the  actual  commis^oa 
of  the  murder: —  * 

•  On  Teaching  Tyburn  turnpike,  I  found  W#are 
waiting  for  me  in  the  coach—1  saw  his  head  looking 
out  of  the  window.  As  we  were  going  alolig  the 
dark  lane;  Weare  said  to  me,  *'  I> — n  my  eyes,  Jacky 
liere's  a  pretty  place  to  cut  a  man's  throat,  if  yo» 
want  to  get  rid  of  him  J"  Presently  afte#  I  said  to 
hitn,  ♦*  I  nave  missed  the  Lodg«<3ates— I  masthiive 
passed  ibem.'''    Then  I  turned  the  horse  aboM,  «ftd 


APPENDIX.  4StJ 

follow^  your  adviee,  Probert,  by  telling  him  hoF 
nice  the  country  looked  that  way ;  this  induced  him 
ta  turn  in  the  direction  I  pointed,  and  I  shot  him 
through  the  head>  but  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  kill  him.  I  never  had  so  much  trouble  tb 
kill  a  man  in  all  my  life,  for  at  one  time  he  had 
nearly  got  the  best  of  me ;  and  after  I  had  discharged 
my  pistol  at  him  he  jumped  out  of  the  gig  and  run ;  X 
followed,  and  he  fought  witli  me  till  I  knocked  him 
down  with  the  pistol,  and  he  then  struggled  with  me 
wjth  great  resolution,  and  actually  got  me  undermost. 
While,  however,  I  was  in  tliis  situation,  I  took  out 
my  penknife  and  cut  his  throat,  and  in  so  doing,  I 
broke  the  blade  of  my  knife.  The  blood  rushed  from 
him  in  large  quantities,  and  some  got  down  my  throat 
and  nearly  choked  me  :  at  last  when  his  strength 
failed  him  by  the  loss  of  blood,  I  got  up.  He  stilt 
lay  and  groaned  for  a  short  time,  but  I  soon  stopped 
that  by  tying  my  large  red  handkerchief  round  the 

b 's  throat,  and  dragging  him  through  the  hedgcib 

In  the  struggle  I  huve  unfortunately  lost  my  penkniffB 
and  tlie  pistol,  and  we  must  endeavour  to  find  them, 
lest  they  should  be  pioked  up  by  somebody,  and 
create  an  alarm.'* 

Probert  said  it  was  no  use  to  look  for  them  thai 
night,  but  he  would  go  early  in  the  morning  and  finil 
them ;  and  it  would  be  better  for  him  to  look  for 
them^  because,  as  he  was  known  to  all  the  people 
about,  no  suspicion  would  be  created  by  his  being  iti 
the  lane,  and  he  could  take  the  dogs  out  with  him  as 
an  excuse. 

On  returning  lo  the  cottage  we  had  some  brandy, 
-and  then  John  Thurtell  drew  the  watch  and  chain 
from  his  pocket,  and  took  off  the  chain,  and  said  tt> 
Mrs.  Probert,  **  This  belonged  to  a  little  Quaker- 
ess, a  sweetheart  of  mine  at  Norwich ;  but  as  I  have 
lurned  her  up,  I  must  beg  of  you  to  keep  it  for  my 
sake/*    He  then  placed  the  chain  round  her  neck  — 

3  s 
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she  received  it  very  cordially,  and  promised  never  to 
part  with  it. 

I  omitted  to  mention  a  circumstance  communicated 
to  me  about  a  month  before  Mr.  Wearers  murder,  and 
which  this  allusion  to  the  Quakeress  brings  to  my.  re- 
collection : — ^it  is  this,  *'  I  was,"  said  John  ThurtelJ, 
*'  upon  terms  of  intimacy  with  a  quaker*s  family  at 
INTorwich,  and  privately  paid  my  addresses  to  the 
daughter,  who  was,  I  believe,  very  fond  of  me ;  until 
a  young  man  who  was  a  friend  of  the  family,  and  a 
pretended  friend  of  mine,  told  the  father  that  I  was  a 
profligate  bad  character,  and  ought  not  to  be  permit- 
ted to  visit  at  thair  house.  The  old  gentleman  told 
his  wife,  and  she  communicated  what  passed  to  the 
daughter,  and  the  girl  mentioned  it  to  me.  I  soon 
after  served  him  out  for  his  treachery  ;  I  took  him 
out  with  me  in  my  boat,  under  pretence  of  fishing,  but 
I  took  care  "he  was  never  afterwards  heard  of.''  But 
to  return  to  my  narrative. 

After  we  had  finished  our  supper,  and  commenced 
taking  our  grog  or  mixed  liquor,  Probert  said  to  his 
wife,  "  You  think  me  a  good  singer,  Betsy,  but  you 
must  hear  my  friend  Mr.  Hunt,  who  will  sing  you  a 
isong  about  Betsy,  a  favourite  song  of  miile.*'  They 
repeatedly  pressed  me,  and  I  sung  the  song  he  wished. 
I  afterwards  sung  another — Probert  also  sung,  and 
Thurtell  endeavoured  to  sing,  but  could  not  get 
through  the  song  he  attempted.  About  twelve 
o'clock  Mrs,  Probert  was  forward  in  liquor:  Pro- 
bert  told  her  that  as  he  had  me  there,  he  intended  to  sit 
up  and  enjoy  himself.  Miss  Noyes  should  therefora 
get  us  the  glasses  and  another  bottle  of  rum,  and  then 
they  had  better  go  to  bed.  Miss  Noyes  accordingly 
went  away  with  Mrs.  Probert,  who  at  the  time  ^a 
left  the  room,  said,  *^  I  suppose  you  will  make  a 
drunken  bout  of  it,  and  I  shan't  disturb  you."  Thur- 
tall  said,  "  Yes,  you  may  expect  to  see  your  Billy 
come  up   to  bed  drunk  enough,"     In  a  little  while 
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after  the  women  were  gone  to  becl»  Thurtell  said, 
*'  we  may  as  well  look  and  see  ^f  there  is  any  chaunt 
about  the  money,  and  he  examined  the  four  notes, 
but  there  were  no  marks  upon  them.  John  Thurtell 
now  produced  a  small  silk  note  case,  such  as  is  gene- 
rally carried  by  sporting  men,  with  different  divisions 
in  it  for  their  notes ;  this  was  examined,  but  it  con- 
tained only  Mr.  Weare's  shooting  license,  and  a  few 
loose  memorandums :  those,  together  with  the  memo- 
randums, were  burnt.  He  next  brought  out  a  brown 
silk  purse,  in  which  there  were  three  sovereigns,  and 
some  silver ;  this  purse  also  was  burnt,  and  likewise 
a  small  betting  book.  The  money  was  then  divided 
between  us,  by  Thurtell  giving  Probert  and  me  a 
five  pound  note  and  a  sovereign  each,  and  reserving 
the  remainder  to  pay  for  the  tiorse  and  chaise,  and 
the  other  expenses. 

When  t^robert  received  his  share,  he  held  out  his 
hand  and  said,  ''  This  is  a  bad  look  out — ^this  is  hardly 
worth  coming  down  for,  Jack/'  Thurtell  answered^ 
<'  It  cannot  be  helped,  I  thought.  Bill,  we  should 
have  had  a  hundred  or  two  at  the  least,  but  we  must 
now  make  the  best  of  it  we  can.  This,  watch  yoa 
must  recollect,  BilL  will  fetcti  twenty  or  thirty 
pounds.'*  "  Very  true,*'  said  Prqbert,  "  and  the 
gun  if  it  is  good  for  any  thing,  will  fetch  ten  pounds  ;'* 
and  then,  addressing  me,  he  said,  *'  Go,  Hunt,  and 
fetch  the  gun,  and  all  the  other  things,  and  let's  see 
what  they  are  worth.'*  I  accordingly  went  into  the 
stable  and  brought  the  gun,  a  small  box,  and  a  tra- 
velling bag.  Probert  looked  at  the  gun  and  said, 
''  This  is  one  of  Manton  s  make ;  it  will  bring  ai 
least  ten  pounds."  He  then  laid  hold  of  the  box,  and 
said  to  Thurtell,  **  This  is  the  backgammon  board 
you  were  speaking  of  Jack.*'  "  Yes,''  said  Thur- 
tell, ''  that  is  the  board  to  pick  up  a  flat  with." 
Prpbert  said,  ''  Come,  Jack,  let's  open  the  bag,  there 
may  be  some  money  in  that"  Thurtell  then  took 
out  of  his  pocket  a  handsome  penknife,  which  he  said 

3  s  2 


7. 


SOO  APPKNDnr. 

Be  had  taken  from  Mr.  Weare's  coat  pocket,  and  cut 
tte  bag  open  ^hile  Probert  held  it  up.     The  bag 
Qontained  some  linen,  several  waistcoats,  and  a  shoot- 
ing di'ess ;  also,  two  pair  of  dice,  which  I  understood 
were  loaded,  and  two  or  three  packs  of  false  cards. 
One  pack  of  the  cards  Probert  kept,  the  others  were 
put  again  into  tlie  bag  with  the  linen.     Probert  also 
took  a  yellow  silk  handkerchief,  which  was  marked 
with  Mr.  Weare*s  name,  and  Probert  burnt  out  the 
maxk  over  the  candle.     After  this  division,  it  was 
proposed  to  go  and  fetch  the  body,  and  accordingly 
we  all  three  went  to  the  stable,  and  the  bridle  being 
put  on  ThurteU's  horse,  he  and  Probert  went  across 
the  ploughed  field,  while  I  remained  near  the  house  to 
<ee  that  all  was  quiet,  and  if  I  found  any  one  stirring, 
to  give  an  alarm,  and  prevent  their  being  seen  on 
fteir  return.     In  a  short  time  they  came  back,  Thur* 
tell  leading  the  horse,  and  Probert  holding  the  body 
CO  as  to  keep  it  across  the.  horse  without  falling.  The. 
horse  was  led  into  the  garden  near  to  the  pond,  and 
the  body  was  then  thrown  from  the  horse's  back 
Into  the  greensward  by  the  side  of  the  pond,  when 
Xhurtell  observed  that  the  body  would  not  sink  unless 
fiome  stones  or  something  heavy  was  put  into  the 
sack ;  whereupon  Probert  said  he  would  get  some  of 
the  large  flints  from  his  shrubbery,  and  he  accordingly 
went  and  brought  several  large  stones,  which  were 
put  into  ttie  sack,  and  the  body  was  thrown  witii  a 
swing,  by  Thurtell  and  Probert,  into  the  pond.     Be- 
fore the  body  was  thrown  in,  Pi-obert  said  the  feet 
would  probs^bly  rise  up,  unless  sometliing  was  done  to 
fceep  them  imder  water,  and  to  prevent  it,  he  tied  one 
find  of  a  string  to  the  dead  man's  legs,  and  kept  the 
other  on  the  bank,  and  when  the  body  was  sunk,  he 
drew  the  string  so  as  to  keep  the  legs  down,  and  fas- 
tened the  end  to  a  particular  spot  by  the  pond  side» 
where  he  said  he  could  readily  find  it,  and  draw  the 
I>ody  ashore  whenever  he  wislied. 

After  the  i  body  was  thus  disposed  of,  we.  returned 
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into  the  parlour,  and  Probert  said  he  would  go  up 
stairs,  and  see  if  his  old  woman  was  asleep ;  he  re- 
mained absent  a  few  minutes,  and  on  hid  return  we 
entered  into  conversation,  and  sat  drinking  until 
sibout  two  o'clock,  when  l^robert  left  us  and  went  to 
bed.  In  the  course  of  this  conversation,  Mr.  Probert 
said,  **  There  cannot  be  a  better  place  in  the  world 
fitanihis,  to  get  rid  of  thatb — ^y  thief.  Holding;  you 
know  how  he  has  robbed  me.  Jack,  and  it  will  be 
easy  to  get  him  here  and  finish  him  in  this  parlour, 
and  as  you  know  I  must  soon  leave  this  cottage,  it 
must  be  done  quickly."  Thurtell  said,  **  You  have 
only  to  say  the  word,  Bill,  and  it  is  done."  *  Thus 
ends  the  history  of  this  eventful  night. 

The  next  morning  (Saturday),  as  soon  as  it  was 
suflSciently  light,  I  went  with  John  Thurtell  to  the 
kmc  to  look  for  the  pistol  and  penknife ;  but  wc  were 
Unable  to  make  any  very  particular  search,  because 
some  labourers  were  near'  the  spot,  employed  in  re* 
pairing  the  road.  We,  however,  saw  a  great  quan- 
tity of  blood  at  the  place  wliere  John  Thurtell  said 
he  had  out  Mr.  Weare's  throat.  Thurtell,  in  order 
to  account  for  our  being  there,  and  also  for  the 
blood,  if  they  should  discover  it,  pretended  to  the 
labourers  that  we  had  been  upset  there  everniglit  in 
^c  &g-  About  eight  o'clock  Probert  came  down 
stairs,  and  we  told  him  we  had  been  looking  in  the 
iane  for  the  lost  things,  but  could  not  find  them ;  and 
he  promised,  after  breakfast,  to  take  the  dogs,  and 
go  to  look-after  them. 

In  the  course  of  the  morning  he  took  us  round  to 
the  shrubbery,  and  pointed  out  a  spot  where  be 
tliought  it  would  be  best  to  bury  the  body,  becai^e, 
as  he  said,  it  was  very  much  hid  by  the  shrubs  and 
trees  ;  and  he  desired  us  to  bring  down  a  new  spade 
from  town,  as  he  had  not  one  that  was  fit  for  use ; 
and  he  said,  that  he  would  assist  at  digging  in  the 
night-time,  because  he  understood  it  better  than  us ; 
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and  he  said,  ''  I  will  not  leave  here  until  every  thii^ 
is  safely  stowed  away.'' 

After  we  bad  breakfasted,  Probert  put  the  bag, 
the  box,  and  the  gun,  into  the  chaise,  and  John 
Thttitell  and  me  went  to  London.  On  reaching  Ox- 
ford-street, John  Thurtell  got  down,  saying  he  would 
go  the  back  streets  to  Tetsall's^  for  fear  he  should 
meet  Upson,  who  had  the  warrant  against  him  for  the 
fire*office  prosecution ;  and  he  desired  me  to  take  all 
the  things  home  to  my  lodgings,  and  return  the  horse 
and  chaise,  and  then  join  him  at  Tetsalfs. 

According  to  these  directions,  I  called  at  my  lodg- 
ings,  and  left  the. articles  I  have  described;  and  I 
also  secreted  under  the  bed  the  drab  great  coat  which 
Thurtell  wore  when  he  committed  the  murder,  and 
which  was  a  good  deal  stained  with  blood ;  and  after 
taking  home  the  horse  and  chaise,  I  went  to  Tetsall's^ 
where  I  found  the  two  Thurtells.  From  the  conver- 
lation  that  passed  I  found  that  John  had  communi* 
cated  every  thing  to  his  brother ;  and  in  my.  presence 
he  told  him,  that  we  were  going  down  again  for  the 
purpose  of  burying  the  body. 

After  a  little  time  John  gave  me  a  duplicate,  and 
one  of  the  51.  notes  which*  he  had  retained,  to  go  to 
Mr.  Gray's«  a  pawnbroker,  in  Fleet-street,  to  redeem 
a  suit  of  clotlies  which  he  had  in  pawn  there .;  and  I 
paid  the  same  note  in  the  name  of  Price,  to  the 
pawnbroker,  who  wrote  that  name  on  the  back  of  the 
note.  The  things  came  to  3/.  8«.,  and  I  took  them 
and  the  change  to  Thurtell. 

Some  time  after  my  return. with  the  clothes,  John 
took  Mr.  Weare's  watch  out  of  his  pocket,  and  Tho- 
mas said  to  John,  **  You  ought  to  make  me  a  present 
of  the  watch,  because  you.  got  those  clothes  by  means 
of  one  of  my.  bills ;"  and  he  several  times  afterwards 
proposed  to  buy  the  watch. 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  I  went  with  John 
Thurtell  to  an  ironmonger's  in  Warwick-street,  Gol- 
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den- square,  to  buy  a  spade.  We  both  went  into  a 
warehouse  up  stairs  ;  John  Thurtell  selected  and  paid 
for  one,  and  I  took  it  by  his  desire  to  tny  lodgings 
until  the  next  morning,  when  we  were  to  take  it  down 
to  Gill's  Hill. 

On  the  Sunday  morning  I  again  got  the  horse  and 
chaise  for  John  Thurtell  and  me  to  go  down  to  the 
cottage^  and  the  spade  was  put  into  the  chaise.  On 
the  road  we  overtook  Thomas  Thurtell,  and  John 
got  out  of  the  gig  to  let  his  brother  ride.  On  arriving 
at  the  cottage,  Thomas  threw  the  spade  over  the  hedge 
into  the  field,  and  Probert  afterwards  went  and  fetched 
it  from  thence,  and  again  pointed  out  the  place  where 
the  body  should  be  buried ;  and  in  the  course  of  the 
morning,  while  walking  in  the  garden,  John  Thurtell 
told  his  brother  Thomas,  in  my  presence,  where  the 
body  was  secreted.     He  pointed  to  the  place  in  the 

pond,  and  said,  **  There  lays  the  b ^y  thief,  safe 

enough,  who  robbed  lAe  of  300/.,  and  would  not  lend 

rae  5L ;  that's  the  way  all  such  b ^s  riiould  be 

served ;  and  it  will  not  be  long  before  we  have  Hold- 
ing there."  Thomas  Thurtell  laughed,  and  said  it 
was  a  famous  place  for  tlie  purpose,  because  there 
was  no  other  house  near. 

While  we  were  near  the  pond,  John  Thurtell  said 
to  Probert,  ^*  If  you  do  the  thing  that  is  right,  Bill^ 
this  is  how  I  will  serve  the  man  you  want  out  of  the 
way.  Bankruptcy,  I  mean.  You  know  Holding, 
don't  you.  Bill  ?"— "  Yes,"  said  Probert,  ••  too  well."' 
— "  Then,"  said  John  Thurtell,  •*  you  understand 
what  I  intend  doing  ?" — "  Yes,  yes,"  said  Probert, 
**  I  know  well  enough,  we  will  have  him  for  another 
turn." 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  Probert  went  to 
Mr»  Nicholls,  and  was  absent  about  two  hours.  On 
his  return  he  appeared  greatly  agitated ;  he  called  me 
into  the  garden,  and  told  me  he  had  been  nmch 
alarmed,  in  consequence  of  his  having  seen  two  or 
three  gentlemen  at  Mr.  Nicholis's,  one  of  whom  told 
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him  that  he  had  heard  Hie  report  of  a  yistol  abo^it 
eight  o'clock  on  Friday  night ;  that  another  man  h^d 
said  he  beard  two  pistols ;  and  Mr.  Nicholls  said,  a 
report  was  raised  that  dreadful  groans  had  been  heard* 
and  some  one  caUing  out  for  help,  and  saying,  "  (Ml! 
John,  for  God's  sake,  spare  me,  and  111  give  yon  all 
the  money  I've  robbed  you  of/'  That  at  the  time 
this  was  mentioned,  be,  Probert,  had  a  glass  of  gin 
and  water  in  his  hand,  whicb,  with  his  great  fri^it 
and  trembling,  shook  very  much,  and  he  was  90  agi- 
tated that  be  thou^t  he  should  liave  dropped,  md 
had  no  doubt  he  ^ould  actually  have  fallen  if  he  had 
not  sat  down ;  and  he  was  rery  much  afraid  lest  his 
agitation  should  have  been  discovered.  While  Pro- 
bert  was  i*elating  this  to  me,  John  Thurtell  came  oot, 
and  Probert  repeated  it  to  him,  and  added,  that  Mr. 
Nicholls  had  talked  about  dragging  the  pond  for 
large  fish,  and  said,  of  course  if  this  is  done  the  body 
will  be  found.  John  Thurtell  appeared  alarmed  at 
ihis  information,  and  said,  **  Then  I'm  done/* 

We  consulted  on  the  best  steps  to  be  taken  ;  and 
in  the  course  of  conversation  John  said,  as  he  had 
brought  down. a. spade,  he  would,  in  the  course  of  the 
night,  endeavour  to  dig  a  hole  to  bury  the  body. 
The  next  morning  John  Thurtell  showed  me,  Probert, 
and  his  brother  Thomas,  where  he  had  commenced 
digging  the  hole,  bnt  said  he  had  found  he  had  net 
sufficient  strength  to  complete  it,  and  had  therefwe 
tilled  it  up  again  ;  and  it  was  arranged  that  the  body 
should  be  removed  that  same  night  to  some  ^t 
where  it  could  be  coneeafed. 

Alter  what  had  passed  at  Mr.  Nicholls's,  we  all 
became  very  much  afraid  that  some  stir  would  be 
made  in  the  business ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  tbe 
boy  from  being  questioned,  or  giving  any  information 
as  to  what  he  had  seen  or  observed,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  t<ake  him  to  London.  And  on  the  Sunday 
night  it  was  settled,  that  the  boy  should  go  up  in 
the  chaise  with  me  and  Thomas  Thurtell; .  jn  order 
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Ihat  one  of  liie  Thurtolls  might  get  him  a  place  in 
London. 

On  the  Monday  morning  John  Thurtell  told  his 
brother,  Probert,  and  myself,  that  he  had  bten  en- 
deavouring to  dig  a  bole  for  the  body,  but  finditig 
the  task  too  laborious,  he  had  given  it  up«  He 
showed  us  where  he  had  made  tiie  attempt,  and  the 
•earth  appeared  to  have  been  newly  disturbed. 

Several  plans  were  then  talked  of  for  disposing  of 
the  body.  Thomas  Thurtell  suggested,  that  it  would 
be  a  safe  way  to  get  rid  of  it,  to  cat  off  the  bead  and 
bury  it,  and  bring  the  body  to  the  bouse  in  Manches- 
ter-buildings, and  secrete  it  there  until  a  convenient 
opportunity  occurred  of  throwing  it  into  the  Thames^ 
and  then,  if  it  floated,  no  one  would  be  able  to  re- 
cognise it ;  and  this  plan,  I  understood,  wa3  to  be 
adopted. 

According  to  the  arrangement  which  had^been 
made  over-night,  the  boy  came  up  to  London,  on  the 
Monday  morning,  with  Thomas  Thurtell  and  me,  in 
Probert  s  gig  ;  and  as  the  lad  was  with  us,  nolbing 
particular  passed,  except,  when  we  were  passing  over 
a  small  bridge,  n^ar  Edgware,  Thomas  Ttmrtell, 
pointing  to  the  water,  said,  **  This  would  not  be  at 
bad  place."  At  another  time  he  said,  **  we  migli: 
find  some  difficulty  to  get  rid  of  the  job ;  but  it  was 
well  planned  to  leave  the  big  one,  (meaning  Probert) 
at  home." 

Thomas  Thurtell  quilted  the  chaise  at  the  comer 
of  Maddox-street,  and  sent  me  on  to  his  attorney,  in 
Clement's  Inn,  to  inquire  if  the  bail  had  been  ac« 
cepted.  I  went  there,  but  the  attorney  was  not 
within ;  and,  on  jny  going  to  Tetsall's,  I  found  Tlio- 
mas  Thurtell  there,  reading  the  newspaper.  He  then 
sent  me  to  my  mother*s,  whose  name  had  been  given 
as  one  of  their  bail,  to  ask  if  any  inquiries  had  been 
made  there.  On  seeing  my  mother,  she  was  dis- 
pleased at  her  name  being  used,  because  she  knew 

3  T 
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notfaiBg  of  ^  TlwrteUs,  and  said  $he  ifoirid  deeKoe 
beeoming  bail.  Just  after  I  came  out  of  my  mo- 
tfier  8,  I  met  John  Thurtell,  Miss  Ann  Noyes,  and 
.Thomas  Noy^s,  in  the  gig  I  bad  hired  at  ChariDg- 
erosq ;  and  John  Thurteli  left  the  gig  be  was  in,  and 
joined. me;  and  we. rode  together  as  far  as  Oxford- 
Uie^y  when  lie  got  out  to  go  to  Tetsall's.  I  took 
the  chaise  to  the  end  of  Cooduit-street,  where  Tet- 
aalPs  man  took  it  from  me;  and  Mr.  Noyes  having 
come  up  with  the  hired  chaise  and  hprse,  I  received 
if  from  him,  and  look  It  home.  I  at  the  scwe  time 
ordered  another  horse  and  chaise  to  be  reader  for  me 
the  same  afternoon,  at  three  o'clock,  and  tib^  r^* 
turned  to  Tetsairs. 

The  two  ThurtcIIs,  Noy^,  Ennison^  and  myself* 
4ined  at  Tetsall's ;  and  .at  three  o'clock  Tliomas  said 
to  his  brother,  **  John,  you  had  better  go  down  and 
tell  Prqbert  that  Hunt's  mother  has  declined  being 
bail,  so  that  he  may  get  another,"  John,  who  un- 
derstood what  was  meant,  replied,  ••  Very  wqJI  ;-r- 
ibmtfrypago  and  get  the  horse  and  chaise  again,  ami 
we.  will  ride  down."  And  he  directed  me  to  drive  to 
Tyburn  gate,  and  there  wait  for  him. 

rit  was  nearly  six  o'clock  before  John  TliurteU 
joined  nae ;  he  wiis  dressed  in  a  great  coat,  and  trow- 
jSGss  over  Iks  breeches,  whioh  I  bad  never  before  seen 
bim  wear.  On  reaching  Elstree  we  stopped  at 
Field's  for  neai'ly  an  hour,  and  then  went  on  to  tlie 
42ottage« 

On  seeing  Probert,  be  expressed  considerable  fear 
Vf  a  discovery,  and  begged  that  the  body  mi^t  be 
removed  as  early  as  possible  that  night  from  his  pre- 
mkes;  and  he  stated  his  determination,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  reports  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  leave 
tike  cottage  entirely,  with  his  family,  on  the  followiog 
Thursday,  Probert  suggested  the  propriety  of  cut- 
ting all  the  clothes  off  the  deceased,  so  as  to  prevent 
his  being  identified;  and  he  undertook  to  rend  or  cut 
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tliem  into  small  shreds,  and  (lis tribute  tlieih  in  saeilll^ 
HMumer  as  that  fliey  could  xiever  be  put  together  agaiki 
or  be  known. 

Between  twelve  and  one  o*clock  Probeii  aifd  Jtfbtl 
Timrtell  left  me  with  the  females,  while  tliey,  under 
pretence  of  getting  the  horse  harnessed  and  *  clfalstf  ^ 
ready,,  took  the  body  from  the  pond,  aAd-fWt  nlf^S9 
clothes.     Probert  took  out  with  him  a  white^iandled  < 
koife  for  the  purpose,.    After  they  had  been  out  son^a . 
time,  Prohert  came  in  and  toid  me  the  chaise  was  al( 
ready » and  that  Thurtell  was  waiting  for  me.     I  theu 
took  leave  of  Probert  and  his  family,  and  on  joining 
John  Tbu.rtelU  perceived  the  dead  body,  enclosed  in  . 
a  «aek,  laying  in  front  of  the  gig.    We  went  on  with 
it  to  the  pond  near  Elstree,  and  there  threw  it  in.— « 
T1)at  pond  I  understood  was  selected  becaiise  it  coU'* 
tained  several  feet  in  depth  of  soft  mud,  into  which 
the  body  .would  sink,,  and  there  was  tiierefore  no  dan^ 
ger  of  its  being  discovered.    We  then  came  tog;etheir . 
tq  Coventry nStreet,  where  I  put  him  down,  and  aftei^ 
returjiing  the  horse  and  chaise  to  the  place  from 
whence  it  was  hired,  I  went  to  my  own  lodgings. 

On  Tuesday  forenoon  I  join^  the  Thurtelts  at 
TetsaU's;  and  about  three  o'clock  Probert's  chaise 
W9S  brought  there,  and  Thomas  Thurtell  desired  vofi 
to  go  down  to  Probert  to  arrange  about  bringing  iq^ 
his  children  the  ne&t  morning.  I ,  accordingly  went^ 
but  happening  to  stop  at  Field's  in  my  w^y  ^own,  I  r 
hfard  smne  people  talking  about  a .  wplnan  hv^ihg 
been  found  drowned  in  a  pond ;  and  suspecting  ic 
mi^t  b^  Weare-s  body  that  had  been  discovered,  I 
became  greatly  aliutned,  anil;  instead  of  going  on  to 
Gill  V  Hill  cottage,  I  return^  directly  to  town  to  the 
Thurtells,  apd  told  them  what  I  had  heard,  and  m^ 
fears  that  something  was  wrong ;  on  which  John  wM 
as  much  frightened  as  myself,  and  he  said  to  his  bro-' 
ther,  "  Tou  had  better  go  down,  Tom,  and  inqiiu^ 
the  particulars,  and  you  can  do  it  mih  saifety,  becausier 
no  one  knows  you."    Thomp  Thurtell  «}$;cordiogly 
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w«t  down  aihnost  direetly,  with  the  same  horse  and 
gig,  and  that  was  the  way  he  happened  to  be  at  Pro- 
berths  when  the  officers  went  there  that  night  and 
appreheaded  him. 

AH  the  things  belonging  to  Mr.  Weare  had  been 
taken  to  my  lodgings,  until  John  Thurtell  should 
hard  aii  Cppp^onity  of  taking  them  to  some  man  in 
the  city  whom  he  said  Tie  KiivW  ^9«W  buy  them;  but 
as  thei'e  was  now  some  dailger  of  suspicion  falling  oa 
us,  and  a  probability  of  a  search  being  made  at  our^ 
.  lodgings,  it  was  determined  to  get  rid  of  any  thing  * 
that  was  likely  to  be* identified,  and  also  to  remoVe- 
the  marks  of  blood  from  the  great  coat  which  had 
been  worn  by  John  Thurtell  when  be  committed  the 
murder,  and  which  was  still  under  my  bed.    We  ac- 
cordingly went  to  my  lodgings,  and  sent  my  wife  out- 
on  an  errand,  to  redeem  a  coat  of  mine  that  was  in 
pledge  at  a  pawnbroker's  in  St.  Martin's-lane,  while 
we  did  what  was  necessary.    We  tried,  by  washing 
the  sleeves  of  the  coat^  to  remove  the  stains  of  blood, 
but  could  not  succeed,  and  it  was  therefore  deter- 
mined to  cut  the  sleeves  off,  and  throw  them  sepa* 
rately  away,  and  secrete  or  otherwise  dispose  of  the 
body .  of  the  .coat.     The. sleeves  were  left  witli  me  to 
get  rid  of,  and  I  threw  them  down  the  privy  of  the 
house  where  I  lodged,  and  the  other  part  without  the 
sleeves  was  dropped  in  Mary-le-bone.     Thurtell  cut 
Mr.  Weare's  hat  in  small  pieces,  and  threw  the  pieces 
in  a  street  near  Maddox-street.     He  also  threw  a 
white-handled  razor  and  strop  on  the  pavement  in  a 
street  facing  Maddox^'street  and  Bond-street,  which 
was  directly  after  picked  up  by  a  man  accidentally 
passing  by.     Mr.  Weare's  tortoiseshell  comb  and 
hair-brush  he  dropped  in  tiie  middle  of  the  same  street, 
and  a  housewife  filled  with  thread  and  needles  belong- 
ing to  the  deceased  was  thrown  behind  the  railings  of 
a  house  in  Maddox-street. 

The  next  morning  J  was  apprehended,  and  John 
"  '-  '"^'^'^.afti?  undergoing  a  ihprt  e^waiDr. 

Thurtell  aisw,  «»* — , 
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ation,  af  Bow-street^  we  were  conveyed  to  Watford ; 
and  Uiere,  in  consequence  of  the  solicitations  and  pro- 
mises made  to  me,  I  disclosed  where  the  body  was 
concealed,  and  confessed  many  of  the  leading  parti* 
.  culars  of  the  horrid  transaction.  I  also  told  the  offi- 
cers what  articles  they  would  still  find  belongii^  to 
Mr.  Weare,  at  my  lockings. 

The  reason  for  marking  out  Mr.  Graham^  who  is, 
as  I  understand,  related  to  Mr.  Clutterbuck,  was,  to 
get  rid  of  a  prosecution  be  was  carrying  on  against 
some  parties  who  had  won  a  large  sum  of  money  from 
him  ;  and  Weare  and  others  were  supposed  to  be  urg- 
ing on  the  prosecution,  because  the  party,  who  woa 
the  money,  refused  to  let  him  share  with  them. 

Joseph  Hunt^ 


We  enter  into  no  discussion  of  the  truth  or  false- 
hood of  this  most  revolting  document.     It  contains* 
some  matter  that  has  been  proved,  much  that  is  ca- 
pable of  proof,  and  upon  the  whole  carries  an  ap- 
pearance of  probability  with  it.      Still  it  must  be 
received  as  the  testimony  of  a  man  not  to  be  im- 
plicitly believed  under  any  circumstances.     One  use 
may,  however,  safely  be  made  of  this  confesnon. 
It  may  be  considered  as  a  characteristic  picture  of , 
the  parties  whom  it  portrays,  which,  although  ques-^ 
tionable  in  some  of  the  minute  points  of  colour 
and  shade,  has  still  a  decided  accuracy  in  its  outline. 
If  this  assumption  be  correct,  what  a  narrow  escape 
may  every  man  be  said  to  have  had  from  the  knives 
and  bullets  of  this  affiliated  gang  of  blood-shedders. 
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LIBERATION  OF  PROBEHT. 

I 

Tms  execrable  character  having  been,  for  the  purpose 
tiH  fenrarding  the  ends  of  justice,  formalFy  acquitted 
before  tlffe  trial  of  Tburtdt  and  Hunt  was  proceeded 
wtth,  /emained  at  liberty  to  depart  after  giving  that 
evidence  <whieh,  whether  true  or  false,  has  consigoed 
hhii:  to  eternal  infamy.  The  wretch,  however, 
either  from  the  want  of  a  pkce  in  which  to  hide  his- 
bead,,  or  from  fear  of  encountering  the  indignant 
gaze  of  his  fellow  men,  was  glad  to  seek  as^  a  favour 
the  shelter  of  that  prison,  of  which  he  had  hitherto 
been  a  compulsory  inmate,  and  under  whose  roof 
he  now  begged  permission  to  pass  the  night.  Oq 
the  following  day  it  was  hinted  to  him  that  his  com- 
pany was  no  longer  agreeable,  and  be.  was  about 
finally  to  quit  the  gaol  without  paying  some  small 
ram  of  money  which  had  been  lent  to  him  by  one  of 
^Sat  Turnkeys.  The  disgust  universally  felt  towards 
faim»  however,  prevented  his  success,  and  he  very  re* 
lacfeantly  drew  forth  the  sum,  and  left  Hertford  Gaol 
amfidst  the  curses  and  execrations,  ^*  not  loud  but; 
deept*'  of  every  class  of  its  inniates. 

At  the  time  of  his  quitting  the  prison,  his  naftirai 
impudence  seemed  to  have  rallied.  He  walked  doWD 
the  town  with  a  careless  swaggering  air,  and  pror 
ceeded  to  the  inn  in  which  his  unhappy  wife  and  hec 
brother  and  sister  were  staying.  /After  the  iitfomous. 
scenes  which  had  been  acted  aod  described  by  this 
couple,  there  cma  be  nothing  interesting  in  thede* 
aeription  of  their  meeting«  and  we  ther^oro  pass  it 
over* 

The  cold-blooded  scoundrel  had  made  no  secret  of 
his  intention  to  remain  in  Hertford  to  witness  the  fatal 
consummation  of  the  law  on  his  former  associate* 
"But  one  of  the  magistrates  anxious  to  rid  the  town 
of  so  base  a  man,  called  upon  him  at  the  inn,  to  urge 
tli9  propriety  of  his  immediate  departure  with  his 


ii 


Probcrt  objected  bis  'wviot  of  pecuniary  means, 
but  the  magistrate  would '  not  saflTcr  money  to  be  an 
obstacle  to  the  accpmpIUhment  of  his  anxious  <Ie^rc» 
rand  therefore  most  willingly  undertook  to  defray  oat 
of  his  own  pocket  the  expense  of  a  post-chaise  to 
town.  The  fellow  who  had  so  oarrowly  escaped  the 
fate  of  his  associate^  was  thus  onee  more  let  loose 
in  London.  ' 

A  few  days  after^  he  had  the  assurance  to  appear 
in  the  .Royal  Exchange,  where  he  addressed  himself 
to  a  respectable  merchant  wlio  had  formerly  known 
something  of  b'm.  It  is  needless  to  8ay»  that  ho  was 
treated  with  becoming  contempt  and  disgust 

The  public  prints  tiad  of  course  spoken  of  this 
fellow .  in  tcrois  in.  which  every  man  who  feels  tl)e 
-dignity  of  his  nature,  and'  who  values  the  social  an4 
domestic  tie  by  which  society  is  held  together  i» 
harmony  and  in  intellectual  contact,  could  not  fail  to 
apply  to  him.  It  is  hardly  credible — but  the  facts 
stand  incontrovertible — ^that  the  proprietors  of  two 
morning  newspapers,  and  the  publishers  of  some  of 
the  tracts  relative  to  the  GilPs-Hill  Murder,  actually 
received  notice  of  an  intention  to  commence  legal 
process  against  them  for  the  OJfpcrsions  whkh  had 
been  cast  on  the  charactI^b  of  Mr.  Probekt!!! 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  find  terms  in  which  to 
express  at  once  the  feelings  of  ridicule  and  indigna- 
tion that  rush  into  the  mind  on  the  bare  mention 
of  such  outrageous  insolence !  The  character  of 
Probert!  the  character  of  the  *' aider,  abettor^ 
and  comforter"  of  the  assassin  in  one  of  the  most 
deliberate  and  systematic  murders  that  ever  stained 
the  page  of  history!  The  character  of  the 
canting,  whining  hypocrite,  who  throu^  all  the 
tedious  preparatory  proceedings,  so  solemnly  pro- 
tested his  utter  ignorance  of  all  knowledge  of  the 
subject !  .  The  character  of  tlic  bas^  and  trcacher-* 
ous  approver,  who  with 

"  Cheek  of  parchment,  eye  of  stone/' 
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sood  up  in  the  witness-box  and  braved  the  burning 
indignation  of  the  court,  the  jury,  and  the  assemb}e( 
multitude,  while  in  the  very  teeth  of  his  former  pro 
testations,  he  detailed  with  demoni^,caI  coldness  anc 
iBend-like^precision  his  own  acts  and  deeds  in  the  horric 
work  of  blood !  The  character  of  the  wr6tch  whom 
the  impartial  Jixi^c  Pa.rk  emphatically  described  as 
**the  man  Probert — than  whom  a  more  infkmous 
character  could  not  easi?v  be  conceived  !*'  Wc 
for  bear  to  mention  the  name  of  the  solicitor  whose 
signature  was  attached  to  these  threatening  notices, 
and  sincerely  hope  that  the  public  feeh'ngs  will 
never  again  be  insulted  by  the  mention  of  the  base 
name  of  Probert — a  name  th^t  must  evermore  bring 
to  recollection  ^very  crime  by  which  human  nature 
has  hitherto  been  dl^^Jired,  With  these  senti- 
ments we  leave  him  to  the  scorn  and  itidignation  of 
mankind,  and  Ae  bitter  pangs  of  a  guilty  conftcieBiee. 


END   OF  TH£  APPENDIX. 
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